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does not have to share these 
e \be(l)ircle?‘s in order to understand them. 
Y int i t that people ~Indeed, the point is no ople 

The 

- Natal Witness 
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NS 
o re\ew 

Speech 
rominence in national and international news reports this week has properly been iven to the right-wing disruption o at the University of p Monday, preventi 

president Nelson 
Speaking. On television, shots of andela - entering, smiling, clenched fist upraised, were fol. lowed by views of l\Punch-u s and the burning of an A C flag. All who value freedom of speech —and com- mon courtesi' — will have been dis- mayed, while those who regard Mandela as a living icon may have felt mortally offended. 
It might be a good idea to step back a little in order to bring the in- cident into perspective. On October 7,1986, the rénowned and respected Irish academie and politician Conor Cruise O’Brien, was “force to surrender the stage” at the Uni- versity of Cage Town bly a crowd of left-wing students of all races. Theg danced, caused scuffles, shoute slogans and sang freedom songs, and eventually the short pro- amme of lectures O’Brien ad - een invited to give was cancelled to avert real violence. Censure apolo%ies, disciplinary action and So on followed, much as it is sure to follow the Pretoria incident. 

. In 1986 the students were express- Ing feelings related to the impend- ing anniversary of Sharpeville and to their bitter frustration with the then regime. The feelings ex- pressed in Pretoria this week — pos- sibly aggravated by hardliners from outside the university — stemmed from disillusionment and fear. The white right wing believes itself to een sold out by a Government it had trusted, and now sees the dreaded swart gevaar as looming larger, closer and infinitely menac- ing. 

  
  

" have beliefs and fears and 
- tions that others see as misguided 

‘ E)lx? !‘lisron , nor even that they give 
t to them publicly. The point is 

gfi:t they choose to do so, danger- 
ously and violently, in order to prg- 
vent a speaker from being heard. 
When this takes place at a univer- 
sity it destroys the credibility of thg 
institution which, by tradition an 3 
by definition, should be a citadel o 
freedom of thought and of express-. 
ion where any speaker, of any per- . 
suasion and on any subject, has 3 
right to a hearing. It is to be hope 
thatthe ugly fracas at the University 
of Pretoria will only dent that insti- 
tution’s enlightened image and not 
destroy it altogether.. 
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ANC-PAC patriotic front 
South Africa ‘“W\*W 

The 

  

ANC and the PAC to form a patriotic 
front is a step in the right direction. 
As the two oldest liberation move- 

ments in the country, the ANC and 
the PAC owe it to black South Africa 
to sf'earhead this initiative. It is still 

early to assess if the proposed front 
will have a positive effect on black 
disuni 
Properly handled, it has that poten- 
tial. There are, however, a few 
thoughts that one hopes the front 
would do well to consider: 

" Firstly, it is hoped the front will 
‘not multiply our %reesent problems 
by turning out to obsessed with 
the instant exclusion of all political 
groupings with whom they might not 
_be in agreement on matters of 
strategy. For instance, I am worried 
about an uncompromising statement - 
which says all parties that support a 

  

' THE recent agreement between the 

‘and political animosity. 

" Constituent Assembly would be wel- 
" come to join the front. If this means 

parties that have a problem with the 

Constituent Assembly (and there are 
many of them at present, including 

Inkatha) will automatically exclude ° 

themselves, then I suspect the front 
might turn out to be part of, rather 
than a solution to, the problem of 
black disunity. 

If on the other hand, the front 

glans to patiently sell the idea of the 

onstitutent Assembly to those par- 

ties that still do not accept it, and 

take the trouble to find out what 

problems these parties have in this 

regard and what alternative sugges- 

tions they have, then the front will 

prosper and gain respect as a bas- 

~ tion of political tolerance and demo- 

- cracy. I gray. that the leaders of the 

front adopt the latter course of 

action. 

Secondly, the front must be com- 

mended for its stated objective of 

achieving unity in action and trying 

to distil a common approach to the 

process of political transition we are 

going through. This unity in action 

should, however, not be achieved 

“through coercion and intolerance 

because it would then translate into 

meek and passive conformity. The 

front must accept from the very be- 

ginning that there are many other 

ideas floating around in the market- 

place on how political transition 

should be managed in our country. A 

Constituent Assembly elected on the 

basis of “first-person-past-the-post 

_ majoritarianism” is just one of them. 

People and parties with differing 

ideas are entitled to them and they 

should not be despised or arbitrarily 

excluded from the constitutional de- 

bate. Many amongst us South Afri- 

cans can claim to possess theoretical 

o K 
dge of the process of political 

&(fi‘:‘ tion in our country but no-one 
amongst us can claim to possess the 
practical experience of political 

transition. In this regard we are all 

novices since we have never trav- 

elled this constitutional route be- 

fore. 

Finally, I was both disturbed and 

worried when I recently read an 

analysis of the implications of the 

patriotic front in one newspaper. 

" The analyst concerned concluded 

that the proposed patriotic front was 

aimed at isolating Dr Buthelezi (and 
Inkatha) by driving him into Mr de 

Klerk’s -and the National Party’s 

ideological camp where he would 

then be turned into “a Muzorewa of 

South Africa”. 

This analysis reminded me that 

last year, shortly before the out- 

break of intergrpup.violence on the 

.. Witwatersrand, I strongly warned 
. © against any- political strategy-that 

sought to-isolate and discredit Dr 
Buthelezi and Inkatha. I am there- 
fore surprised that there are 

- analysts who still cherish the view 
that it is practical politics to do so. I 
am also surprised that there are 
people who still believe it is feas- 
ible, constructive and fair to want to 
exclude Buthelezi or anyone with a 
significant political following from 
the negotiation table. I would have 
thought it was by now obvious that 
Buthelezi will be one of the key play- 
ers in the negotiations, 
We wish tl}e ANC and the PAC suc- 

cess in_ their endeavours with the 
patriotic front. We hope it will be a 
patriotic front of inclusion and not 
exclusion. We also hope its basic 
philosophy will be underpinned by a 
culture of political tolerance and a 
yearning for national reconciliation.    



  

  

  

  

My view 
V\\ W \\« e\ \\g\'\\ ,\\\ by P.M. Smythe 

Don’t abolish the death penalty 
ARTICLES in the press and the 
establishment of a society for the 
Abolition of the Death Penalty 
have raised again the issue of capi- 
tal punishment. That so serious an 
issue should be reviewed is clearly 
desirable, especially as to err is 
human and anything likely to 
reduce mistakes obligatory. What 
is unacceptable, especially as 
senior members of the law are 
heavily represented, is the lack of 
a sense of balance which calls for 
the total abolition of the death 
penalty and presents evidence 

. onlyin its favour. It poses the ques- 
tion of what is the primary func- 
tion of the law. Is it to maintain law 
and order? Is it to uphold public 
opinion by polls for and against 
“capital gunishment? Isitto oppose 
laws which may result in judges 
imposing different 
‘(death at discretion)? 

If it is to maintain law and order, 
then the crucial question is: is it a 
deterrent? This is dismissed with 

sentences 

no evidence given in support. The 
evidence shows capital punish- 
ment is not a deterrent. Only those 
who have never been down into the 
valley of the shadow can be obliv- 
ious of the fact that with few excep- 

~ tions mankind’s primary concern 
is to stay alive. The supreme value 
of life is expressed in “Greater 
love hath no man than this, that a 
man lay down his life for a friend.” 
Under a heading “A fate better 

than death”, Time (March 4, 1991) 
describes how men charged with 
mu:giple murders who, if con- 
victed, would be sent to the gas 
chamber in the United States, seek 
refuge in Canada, where the death 
penalty was abolished in 1976. The 

- recent article in the Natal Witness 
(March 6) on the behaviour of the 
convicted during the week preced- 

  

  

    
  

ing the death penalty, although in- 
tended to invoke sympathy for abo- 
lition of the death penalty, in fact 
underlines the duress it invokes 
and its deterrent effect. : 
An Australian was hanged in 

Malaysia for bringing in drugs by 
ship. No further report has there 
been of any drug smuggling. Police 
in the UK were unarmed when the 
death penalty was obligatory for a 
person killing a policeman — less 
clear is the significance of the fact 
that despite world wide antagon- 
ism to South Africa, South African 
Airways has been virtually free of 
hi-jacking. Is this associated with 
the death penalty in South Africa? 
If, as is stated, violence is “inva- 

_ riably a reflection of social and 
political factors” (Witness; March 
27), how is it that at the height of 
apartheid policy there was little 
violence in the townships and now, 
since the moratorium on the death 
penalty last August, violence 
seems to have increased? 

A characteristic of arguments 
against the death penalty is the 
indifference to the suffering of the 
victims and their relatives. No 

mention is made of the life-long 
uncertainty and horror experi- 
enced by parents of abducted 
young girls. 
We are told of those going to the 

gallows being incontinent but not 
a word of how often this occurs in 
murdered elderly women. What of 
girls who have been raped and too 
disturbed to report the incident 
but left with a permanent feeling 

‘of being unclean that not even 
three baths a day can erase. 

A curious feature is the use of . 
emotional words: dehumanising, 
debasing, obscene, indecent, lewd, 
filthy, even by members of the 
judiciary from whom one might ex- 
pect “the cold neutrality of an im- 
partial judge”. : 
The fact that there have been 

rare instances of the death penalty 
being applied to innocent people 
is deeply disturbing but there have 

- been instances of reprieve of the 
death penalty and, after 15 years in 
prison, the rapist is released only 
to rape two other girls and murder 
a third. 
Reasons have been given for the 

death penalty being the greatest 
deterrent but it is accepted that 
this does not apply to the crime 
passionale. For punishment to be 
a deterrent the risk of being appre- 
hended must be reasonably high 
so the argument that the death 
penalty has not influenced the in- 
cidence of rape may be due to the 
chances of being apprehended 
being low. It may also have a con- 
siderable element of the crime 
passionale. 
The crucial issues are those in- 

volving cold blooded murder to sil- 
ence a witness, or to avoid identifi- 
cation, mass murder by bombs in 
planes, public buildings, etc., ab- 
duction of children, mass drug 

peddling and especially township 
violence. Historically, township 
violence has similarities with the 
feud between the MacDonalds and 
the Campbells and the massacre of 
Glencoe. Far from, as Mandela and 
the legal authorities suggest, the 
cure awaits the introduction of 
democracy and one man one vote, 
history shows the birth of demo- 
cracy evoking massive violence as 
in the French Revolution and so 
much so in the American Revolu- 
tion that Adams had to warn that 
“revolution cannot subsist on 
anarchy”. 

The deterring effect of a punish- 
ment will differ in different socie- 
ties. It is probable that for the 
death penalty to have its fullest de- 
terrent effect it needs visual im- 
pact and, while not advocating a 
Tyburn or gallows erected at a 
crossroad, a scientific study could 
be justified on the effect on town- 
ship violence and on the frequency 
of murder of elderly couples living 
on their own, of a television pro- 
gramme showing the carrying out 
of the death penalty and identifi- 
cation of the end result and/or a 
public film presentation in the 
townships where violence is worst. 
However unpleasant the idea, 
“Diseases desperate grown. By 
desperate appliances are re- 
lieved”. 

However, it would require “the 
native hue of resolution” and so 
would be unacceptable to that ir- 
resolute section of society because 
“conscience is a coward and those 
faults it has not strength enough to 
prevent it, seldom has justice 
enough to pursue.” 
® P.M. Smythe is Emeritus Professor 
g}f Paediatrics at the University of 

atal. ’ 

    

 



  

  

   

  

our readers write 

N\ Wekesas 1|§qy 

\Squattg, s 
THIS is an open letter to all ratepayers who 
are concerned at the devaluation of their 
properties by the siting of squatters in “se- 
cret” designated areas around and in the city. 
.The manner in which the city council and 

other so-called experts have elected to tackle 
this serious problem can only spread alarm to 
property and land owners who are naturally 
fearful of the devaluation of possibly their big- 
gest asset — their home. ‘ 

The known problems being experienced by 
property owners who have the squatter prob- 
lem on their doorsteps are well known — one 
of the worst being that of security. 

As these “secret” documents and plans are 
not readily available, and even the press was 
not permitted to report on the recent costly 
conference, I urge that ratepayers contact 
their associations and not rest until they have 
been shown the proposed “true” documents 
(siting, etc) of these squatter camps, so that 
these may be discussed and evaluated. ' 

It is vital that discussions on such a momen- 
tous issue be not left in the hands of a few do- 
gooders at the cost of what are at present 
stable housing communities. Everybody is en- 
titled to a place in the sun — whatever his 

- colour — but at what cost and at whose cost? 
' The Pietermaritzburg City Council (from 
what we can gather) is in a financial crisis but 
still sees fit to hand over its most important 
asset— namely its land — for squatting. 

In addition, to discuss its plans with a cho- 
sen few when the entire issue affects all rate- 
payers boggles the mind. To think that these 
are the so-called responsible individuals who 
are to deal with the squatter problem (in se- 
cret) is indeed frightening. I have no objection 
whatsoever to other races living as my neigh- 
bours but I see the squatter problem as one 
‘which should be aired openly. The council 
members have been voted in by us, the rate- 
payers, and are our paid servants. Where are 

- the squatter camps to atep: 
have been warned. We demand the truth. 

'~ MERCIA WATKINS 
Chairman: Housewives’ League, P’maritzburg 

° Lettershqrtemd—Assistant Editor. 
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SUPREME Court action would be brought 

against the KwaZulu government to compel 

pension officials to hand over old age pen- 

sion - application forms irrespective of a . 

KwaZulu citizen's tax status, a Durban 

Legal Resource Centre (LRC) spokesman 

i sterday... ST Stk dat 

sa’lI‘dh)tIaeLRC sgokesman said the centre was 

waiting for a client from the Mpumalanga 

areato come forwgrd sothat the legal action 

e instituted, i’ i re > Lk 

co‘t‘x'}%: KwaZulu pension official wears two 

caps. He is not doing anything illegal by ask- 

ing for the tax laid down in the 1973 Taxa- 

tion Act — the Act allows for him to collect 

the tax. It is when the pension official 1ipk§ i 

ulu threatened) | 

“+'. He said what the Mpumalanga pension of- 

.0 He said therefore Supreme Court action 

. would be brought to compel the officia}s to 

. . Meanwhile, a spokesman for the Kw_az_ulu 

. department of social welfare and pension, 

, issued in 1981. 

  

the payment of the tax to the old age pensio\ s 

application form that they are doing some- 

thing wrong,” the LRC spokesman said. . 

ficials were doing was not illegal in terms of 

any criminal act but unlawful. 

hand over the application forms. 

Daan du Plessis, said as far as he was aware 

a circular asking officials to help old age 

pensioners with their apphcatlon forr‘ng was 

He said the matter had been ref"errgd to 

the department of justice for investigation.   
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Taking the 

big risk 7§L 
HE PUBLIC is in such a s of 

T agitation and alarm, the lev- 

el of violence se-serious, that 

there must be cofsiderable dqubt 

whether President de Klerk can ly 

succeed with the new initiatives he 

annogpc;ed during discussion his 

Vote in Parliament this week. 

The plan he announced to stab- 

lish two new funding schemes to ad- 

dress the underlying causes of 

chronic violence, and to assist the 

victims of violence, will win the ap- 

proval of anxious Western countries 

eager to follow up the lifting of sanc- 

tions with the infusion of new funds 

into South Africa to bolster stability. 

But they will have their doubts also, 

because there is no commitment yet 

from the ANC to make common 

cause with the Government in bring- 

ing an end to violence. 

Rightly, President de Klerk 

warned that the culture of violence is 

leading to a polarisation that could 

end in civil war. Premeditated 

killings of horrendous brutality are 

taking place in black townships. The 

Soweto killings following the 

Khumalo funeral last weekend 

served to show red-banded impis 

rampaging with weapons that could 

hardly be described as ‘cultural’, and 

with the police unwilling or unable to 

stop them. 

  

  

  

  

ANC deputy-president Nelson 

Mandela and Inkatha leader Mango- 

suthu Buthelezi must accept Presi- 

dent de Klerk’s call for an urgent 

meeting. The sale of strategic oil 

stockpiles — risky while reform is not 

' complete — must be given the best 

chance of boosting the living stan- 

dards of the poor by creating job op- 

portunities, while the Social 

Emergency Aid Fund must be al- 

lowed to heal the suffering of the 

thousands of victims of violence. 

Without participation and support 

across the political spectrum, there 

is a danger that even these construc- 

tive measures will be too late and 

will go to waste. But South Africa 

cannot afford to allow them to fail. 

  

 



  itty“Nehru (MP for Newholmes) handed over a vehicle t 
T R - S T “ reservists for neighbourhood watch patrol. 

TR G0y 

0 Cébtéi}i Ha'rirari{" Badul of 'th'é‘y"’Mountain Rise police station yesterday. The vehicle will be used by   
  

State 
JOHANNESBURG The'.; 
yesterday: attempted- to:use the ' 
long-standing fued between senior - 
ANC:men->ers*Albertina’ Sisulu 
and  Winnic . Mandela’ to:destroy . 
the alibi profered by the latter in’ 
defence of the kidnap and assault 

chargesshe faces. o oA 
State advocate Jan ‘Swanepoel ' 

told the Rand Supreme Court at- 
tempts had been made to.call Si- 
sulu as a State witness to testifyin 
the trial ‘in which Mandela, John * 
Morgan: and Xoliswa Falati have: 

Disrupted meeting: 
PRETORIA — The University of 
Pretoria would take stern action" 
against students. and outside per-_ 
sons responsible for the “chaos” at | 
Monday’s ~ campus,, meeting _ that % 
was to have been. addressed by 
Nelson Mandela, the university’s 

yesterday.'* - o 5 
The university had taken imme- 

diate steps to idenitfy those’ re- '’ the students denial of the rig 
sponsible. © e 

All student ~activities “with' a 
political connotation have’ been 

ANC strongly opposed to FW’s proposed troikax’ 
CAPE TOWN '—:The ANC. execu-. 
tive-remains strongly opposed to 
any “troika”’arrangement involv-' 

~ing its_deputy.President Nelson 
Mandela, President F.W. de Klerk 

i and Inkatha’s Mangosuthu Buthe- 
R e 

' lezi. ; ; v 
This has cast serious doubt on 

the likelihood that Mandela will.- 
heed De Klerk’s call in an Parlia- 
ment on Monday, for him to join" ./ 

_the State President and Buthelezi © 
toaddress violence.” 

The organisation has also met 

pleaded not, guilty 
kidnapandassault: . .° - 

. Uncontested evidence . is. that' 
i child-activist' Stompie Seipei and 

i three other youths were removed : 
“from the Orlando West Methodist™ " 

' Church manse on the night of De- 

- cember 29, 1988, and were taken to 

Mandela's Diepkloof house where 

to admjt_conducting homosexual 
relationships with a white priest. 

to chargés of 

they were beaten with sjamboks, = 
 apparently because they refused” 

I 
Winnie, 

"‘she had taken another youth, Ka- 
tiza Cebekhulu, to the Soweto sur- 

gery of Dr Abu-Baker Asvat on the 

afternoon of December 29; 1988,. 

and thereafter left for Brandfort 
inthe Orange Free State. 
Swanepoel on Tuesday said his 

- intention was to call Sisulu, who 

was Asvat’s assistant at the time, . 

"/ to support a-visiting' card -which 

' Part of Mandela’s alibi was that . » 

May 31 to enable the authorities to- 

’set up measures to prevent a re-- 

“currence of the incident.” ' ° """ ¢ 
hoped to create : 2 A 

. The university h 
” an opportunity as soon as possible: 

: ‘ " at which Mandeld could state his_ 

Bureau for Public Relations said > point of view on the campus. 

suspended up to and including, 

23 

*Democratic . Party leader Dr ' 

‘stern action 

i 

¢ 

{%; The Conservative :« Party: hasf‘ 

suggested Cebekhulu had consul- 
ted'the doctor on Decmber 30, and 

not on December 29 as had been 

claimed by Mandela. 

wrong, however, to suggest the 

dents’ act was unique. ¢ . C 

 “Liberalism always: : suffers 

when this sort of Nazi behaviour 

takes place,” hesaid.” 7o 

stu- 

€177 
PER DR 

warned the university authorities * 

“%not’ to take “action against righti: 

wing students who prevented Man- 

Zach de Beer yesterday criticised ' dela from speaking saying it would :: 

ht of ** make the Tukkie campus a lead - 

" free speech to Mandela as a thor- political battleground in future.  * 

oughly disgraceful episode.” 
De Beer said it would ‘be quite 

‘mit on violence-with a counter- 
“proposal”that“such a summit be 
_called by an independent body or 
PErSON. « il 1 Lfit s ; 
The counter is seen as a viable 

rejection of the summit and leaves 
adoor open for De Klerk toreach a 
compromise:.; - 

party to the conflict and he cannot 
call such a conference,” said ANC 
National Executive Committe 

De Klerk’s call for a national sum- ¢ 

¢ alternative to the.initial outright. 

“wpresident De Klerk is seenasa 

The CP praised the students for 

demonstrating their opinion of - 

member, Aziz Pahad, yesterday. 
“Qur supporters will just see it. 

(De Klerk’s May 24 and 25 summit)~ 
asadiversionary tactic,” he said. 

De Klerk’s resurrection. of the. 

three-leader formula, created the 

impression that he had strong 

reasons for expecting Mandela’s: 

agreement. He nevertheless pre- 

sented the invitiation in a morally 

compelling package ; which, if 

rejected, may still cost the ANC 

local and international sympathy. 

Indications are, however, that 

Sisulu feud<” 
Swanepoel however closed the 

State’s case without following 

through with his intention to call 

Sisulu. He said he had been 

unable to extract a response from 

herlawyer, PricillaJana. 

Sisulu  thwarted Mandela’s 

chances of becoming the ANC 

Women’s League national presi- 

dent.at the weekend, when .she... 

‘stepped ‘down_from the ' contest. 

-and successfully urged members 

to- vote for-the other candidate, 

Gertrude Shope. 

threatened 
Mafidela's “aggresive plan” to sub- 

.« ject whites in' South Africa to 

. black majority rule. 
At the request of supporters, the 

i1/ party had agreed to set up a fund 

- for any students prosecuted. .. .. 

At Randse Afrikaans University 

in Johannesburg yesterday, a pub- 

licised meeting, which was to have 

been addressed . by Penuel Ma- 

-.duna, a member of the ANC's legal 

and constitutional committee, 

failed to take off at when Maduna 

did not turn up.— Sapa. 

the ANC: leadership’s decision- 

making - is -now _more firmly 

- directed by'the dictates of politi- 

cal survival at its July congress. 

" The approval of its grassroots 

support overrules any interna- 

tional considerations and the NEC 

feels it can no longer be seen to 

blindly follow. the lead De Klerk 

has thus far so obviously retained. 

_‘The “troika” with Buthelezi is 

regarded as a political deathtrap 

for the leadership under present 

circumstances.— Sapa.  
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TMandela warns of 
|  mass action 
THE  Adricon  Mationai 
Congress  Mational  Bx- 
eetdlve Commlttes would 
respond fo the iilure of 
e government to mect’ 
the micnight expiry . of 
yesterday's dendiine for | 
the relense of polltien! 
prisoners, snys ANC dep- 
wy  presldent  Nelson 
Muandeia. 

Speaklng at a publle 
meeling in the Johonnes- 
hurg City Hall last nlght, 
he sald Stnte President 
De Klerk had Muiled 1o 
meet the deadline | and 
would fnee mass action to 
win the prisoncrs' free- 
dom. 

“There remnln  very 
large numbers  of - pris- 
oners in jail who onght to 
hove been released. 

1 cam siaie v:lu.pnnm,m 

ly (it we find this fallore 
ol the government totally 
unacceptable, We symph- 
thise with and support 
any netlon, ineludlng hun- 
et strikes, thit prisoners 
may undertake o de- 
mand thedr release,” 

Mr Mandeln spid (he 
government wns provok- 
lng mass action by [ailing 
1o live up to [ts agreement 
to ree all prlsoners. 

“The enforcement ol 
this agreement [ not up 
to De Klerk olone,,. the 
people have power o 
will use it to show there is 
n pevee process,” he said. 

Mr Mandeln, who bas 
threntened (o brenk off 
power-sharing tatks with 
the goyernment unless it 

  
wets 4o holl townshlp viol- 
ence by May 9, alse com- 
pinlned of Inck of actian 
ler end the hloodshedd, 

Mt s alormleg that we 
should leurn of new assos- 
sinatlon plots at a tlme 
when this crlminal actlvity 
is suppased to hove been 

. brought 1o an end,” be 
sald, 

Mr Mandeln furiher re- 
Jected an Invitatlon from 
Mr De Klerk on Monday 
to foln him nind KwaZuly 
Chlef Mangosuthu Buthe- 
lezi [n talks on ending the 
violcnece. "The sugpes- 
tlon.,, Is merely a smoke- 
sercen,' he sald o loud 
cheers, “T will not be part 
of that trolky." — Sapa- 
Renter, 

@ Sec Page Nine 
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ng of dange rons weapons 
nf today’s Ma cel bra- 

~Sowe o*'wh 

ince Sunday"” it 
el Jac Qg~Vnes, ¥ 

adi PO 
: today’s ANG-SACP-Cosatu rally at 
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The Madlala allegations 
LAST week’s startling claims by 
Sipho Madlala about the assassin- 
aton of Chief Mhlabunzima Maphu- 
mulo highlighted sharp differences 
between the press and politicians 
about the use of information. 

The Natal Witness went out on a 
limb, despite pressure from senior 
policemen, to publicise revelations 
of apparently major proportions. 
The courts will probably decide 
whether Madlala’s claims about a 
security force “hitsquad” are true. 
But his statement was important 

- enough for a special police investi- 
gation team to be dispatched from 
Pretoria; for search warrants to be 
issued and people interrogated; and 

" for senior politicians to raise the 
issue in Parliament. 

In the midst of all this, with publie 
interest aroused, a local MP an- 
nounces — “off the record” of course 
— that he has an agreement with the 
ministry of law and order not to talk 
to the press. This is confirmed by a 
virtual clamming up by all sides in- 
volved. 

To journalists this is unaccept- 
able. For politicians, police chiefs 
and lawyers to conspire in withhold- 
ing information is unlikely to be in 
the public interest. People have a 
right to know about progress of in- 
vestigations into these disturbing 
~stories of politically motivated mur- 
der. Journalists have a duty to keep 
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them informed, but politicians seem 
unable to resist the temptation to 
manage the news. These secret 

- pacts, involving people who wanted 
the original story published, inter- 
fere both with the people’s right to 
know and with the job of journalists. 
The story also revealed different 

values applied by other news organ- 
isations. People who rely solely on 

“the SABC for knowledge of current 
events could hardly have known on 
Friday that such a potentially big 
story had broken. The only reference 
I detected was a minor mention in 
the lunchtime news about “a news- 
paper” (the unnamed Witness) not 
telling police where to find Madlala. 

* ok k 

Reader K. Bromley reckons he’s 
caught out the Witness on a grammat- 
ical point, but I am not so sure. Pick- 
ing up on S. de Waal’s joke last week 
about Afrikaners having problems 
with singular and plural — as in 
“please miss, the one are a bull” — 
he detects a similar mistake in a 
front-page story. 

“Parking for 178 cars and a petrol  
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station are planned,” said the 

report. Turn that around, says Brom- 

ley, and it reads, “Parking are 

{)_lanned for 178 cars and petrol sta- 

ion.” 
No. There are two subjects: “park- 

ing” and “petrol station”. It is there- 

fore correct to use the plural “are”. 

Perhaps the adjectival phrase “for 

178 cars” adds to the confusion, and 

perhaps the whole thing could have 

. been .phrased more elegantly, but 

. it’s -not necessarily wrong. Yes, 

- there are other possible interpreta- 

tions, but please don’t send them in. 

Any contrary opinion will end up in 

the rubbish bin. As Bromley says, it 

makes one realise how tricky the 
. English language are. 

There are countless pitfalls sim- 

ply waitng for reporters to stumble 

along. Many a scribe has written that 

so-and-so “was sentenced to 25 years 

in the supreme court in Pieter- 

maritzburg”. Imagine a poor soul 

languishing in court for a quarter of 
a century. 

* k * 

Almost a year after the Witness de- 

cided do drop honorifics, F.B. Smith 

weighs in wit s letter: : 

“I notice you persist in omitting 

titles (Mr, Miss, Prof, etc) in refer- 

ence to persens, despite opposition 

thereto, and not a single word in sup- 

port. I cannot understand why, as I 

am sure most of your readers find it 

completely unacceptable. Do you not 

read other newspapers? If you did, 

you have seen that no other news- 

aper uses this form of address. I 

really find this lack of common cour- 

tesy impolite, if not downright offen- 

- sive, and I am sure most readers of 

the Witness, or any other person for 

that matter, will agree. Would you, 

for example, refer to President de 

Klerk as “De Klerk” when speaking 

to a party of VIPs? I am sure you 

would not. Why then do it in the writ- 
ten language?” 

Firstly, several publications, most 

notably Business Day, the Financial 

Mail, and Finance Week, do not use 

honorifics. Secondly, the Witness has 

been at pains to point out that the. 

practice is not intended to be dis- 

courteous or offensive. Rather, it is a 

reflection of an egalitarian trend in 

society. 
Comparisons between the written 

and spoken word are not helpful. 

You do not go around calling people 

“Dear Sir’. Similarly, whatever 

courtesies one may extend in per- 

sonal encounters cannot easily be 

translated into print in a newspaper 

without causing offence as dispari- 

ties become obvious. Many political 

figures like to be known as Doctor, 

Comrade or Nkosi, and it is not al- 

ways obvious why these appellations 

should apply. A close study of SA 

newspapers shows several anoma- 

lies which reveal lack of clarity 

about the correct use of titles. 

In these circumstances it seems 

sensible to treat people equally by 

dispensing with honorifics. 

* * K 

Here’s a true story. A Pieter- 

maritzburg reader noted with con- 

cern that a book he borrowed from 

the library bore a nasty tea stain. 

Upon returning it, he pointed out: 

“This book is dirty.” i 

To which the librarian replied 

stiffly: “Your reading habits are no 

concern of mine.” 

o Ifyou have a complaint about the edi- 

torial content of The Natal Witness, 

write to FAIR PLAY, Editorial Depart- 

ment, Box 362, Pietermaritzburg, 3200. 

   



  

  

KIN BENTLEY reports from London 

“Unita "™ 

Ivory 

itfMAaYy ("1 

paid to 

SADF fo 

aid’ claim 
LLEGATIONS of South 
African Defence Force in- 
volvement in illegal ivory 

trading are made in a book, 
To Save an Elephant, 
launched in London this 
week. 

According to the book, the 
SADF gave military aid to 
Unita in Angola and was paid 
for that aid in poached ivory. 
Written by two investiga- 

tors from the Environmental 
Investigation Agency (EIA), 

an Thornton and Dave 
Currey, the book traces the 
laundering of illegal ivory in 
the Middle East and other 
areas. 
They tell how, as their in- 

vestigations intensified in the 
period leading up the the key 
Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species 
(CITES) meeting in Lausanne 
in October, 1989 — where 
trading in ivory was finally 
outlawed — they were con- | 
vinced a South African agent 
was following them. 

Apart from illegal trading, 
the book also looks at at- 
tempts to convince CITES 
not to ban ivory trading — 
and the key role in this played 
by the southern African 
states, in particular Zimbab- 
we. 

One chapter refers to a se- 
ries of meetings the EIA had 
with South African contacts. 

  

‘They had told us that the 
major South African ivory 
dealer was a Chinese man 
called Pong. He was said to 

. have worked out a deal with 
the South African security 
agencies whereby he arranged 
sanction-busting imports. 

‘In return the security agen- 
cies turned a blind eye to 
Pong’s ivory and rhino horn 
dealings,’ the book claims. 

It records that-in 1987, 
American environmentalist 
Craig Van Note testified to 
the US Congress about the in- 
volvement of South African 
Defence Force personnel in 
ivory and rhino horn smugg- 
ling. 

Further EIA research, says 
the book, showed there was 
‘no doubt of the truth of his 
allegations. The information, 
much of it published in South 
African newspapers, exposed 
a major network of ivory 
smugglers working from 
South Africa, with the obvi- 
ous connivance of the South 
African Defence Force’. 

There had been many sei- 
zures of illegal ivory in South 
Africa, the book said, adding 
that ‘the most startling claim 
that Craig Van Note had 
made during his testimony 
was that when the South Afri- 
can Defence Force gave mili- 
tary aid — weapons, ammun- 
ition and so on — to the anti- 
government forces of Unita in 
Angola, that aid was paid for 
in poached ivory’. 

‘The civil war in Angola, 
and also in Mozambique, pro- 
vided perfect cover for ivory 
smuggling. Zimbabwean 
troops were stationed in Mo- 

. southern African politics . ..   

  

zambique and were also ac- 
cused of being involved in 
dealing. There was no doubt 
that a lot of ivory was moving 
out of Mozambique into 
South Africa and out through 
its ports.’ 
The book also tells of a 

meeting with ‘Donald’, a mys- 
terious member of an anpl- 
poaching unit based. in 
southern Africa and London, 
funded by wealthy philan- 
thropists intent on saving ele- 
phant and rhino. Most of its 
60 or so members were former 
SAS members. 

‘He let us look through doc- 
uments on illegal ivory and 
rhino horn traders in the 
whole of southern Africa, with 
details of their transactions, 
shipping agents and business 
contacts. 
‘Some of what he said, in- 

cluding the involvement of 
the security forces, simply re- 
inforced what we had already 
discovered, but a lot of it gave 
fresh insights into the way 
ivory poaching related to 

‘Among other things, 
Donald’s unit had discovered 
a North Korean involvement 
in the rhino horn and poached 
ivory trade within southern 
Africa. Donald claimed that 
his discoveries had been 
passed on to the governments 
of all the southern African 
countries concerned, but no 
action had been taken.   ‘The case against these 
countries was building up ' 
steadily. In the face of all our 
evidence how could they pos- 
sibly continue to maintgln 
that they were managing 
their elephant populations 
satisfactorily?’ 

Mr Thornton said he ad- 
dressed a Press conference be- 
fore the October 1989 CITES | 
meeting where the ban on 
ivory trade was adopted, in 
which he made a strong at- 
tack on South Africa. 

Thereafter, the EIA phone 
was ‘red-hot that week with 
calls from people with deep 
Afrikaner voices asking: “Are 
you Allan Thornton?”. Al- 
though some of them were 
journalists, others were men- 
acingly anonymous.’ 

As the date for the meeting 
approached, ivory prices on 
the world market dropped 
and violence behind the 
scenes erupted. This included 
‘another ivory dealer connect- 
ed to one of the big syndicates 
was found murdered in his car 
in South Africa’. 

A London Sunday Times re- 
porter who was to publish the 
exposé, Brian Jackman, 
claims in the book that he 
was followed by a South Afri- 
can agent. 

The man, who wore ‘those 
special shoes you can buy in 
South Africa for bush-trek- 
king’, had followed him after a 
visit to the EIA offices. 

  

Mr Jackman told Mr Thorn- 
ton: ‘Seriously, you should be 
careful. The Sunday Times 
people in South Africa told us 
that the security services 
there are very concerned 
about what EIA’s report will 
reveal. The apartment of our 
Johannesburg correspondent 
was turned over very badly. 
Everything was smashed up. 
The paper’s even arranged to 
“have security guards for me 
and for my family. So watch 
out.’ ‘ 
The book concludes by say- 

ing that South Africa was ex- 
pected to file reservations to 
the CITES ban — which it did 
earlier this month — urging 
that controlled trade in ivory 
be allowed. ; 
South Africa, Zimbabwe, 

Botswana, Malawi and Zam- 
bia also intended auctioning 
their ivory stocks to ‘Asian 
dealers in countries not signa- 
tory to CITES like Taiwan 
and Korea. 

‘And Zimbabwe and Bots- 
wana have recently an- 
nounced their intention to kill 
thousands of elephants in a 
political move apparently 
aimed at pressuring the world 
to reopen the ivory trade. 

‘In response, we are con- 
tinuing our investigations 
into illegal ivory trading and 
EIA is preparing for a second 
offensive. There is still a seri- 
ous threat to Africa’s remain- 
ing elephant herds. The ivory 
trade is ailing, but we need to 
administer the coup de grace. 

‘Everything we have discov- 
ered in our investigations con- 
firms that no other outcome is 
acceptable if, ultimately, we 
are to save the elephants.’ 

® To Save an Elephant, by 
Allan Thornton and Dave 
Currey, is published by 
Doubleday. 
  

      
 



  

  

  
  

CATHERINE BOND reports from Lusaka on moves to oust ‘KK’ 
{ May 1R 

Zambia’s 1 
E more I see of him, the 

more I think of him as a 
very lonely man’ ... a 

Zambian academic’s com- 
ment about Dr Kenneth 
Kaunda sums up the predica- 
ment of a president who, after 
more than 26 years in power, 
has' grown isolated from his 
people’s wishes and impervi- 
ous to opposition demands to 
step down. 

If Zambia’s political tem- 
perature stays the same until 
parliamentary and presiden- 
tial elections are held before 
the end of the year, one of Af- 
rica’s best-known indepen- 
dence leaders is on his way 
out. 

But Dr Kaunda, father of 
the nation and 67 years old 
this week, does not want to 
g0. 

‘I don’t think it’s anything 
as mundane as having his 
books looked at,’ said Mr Guy 
Scott, agricultural spokes- 
man for the opposition Move- 
ment for Multi-Party Demo- 
cracy (MMD). ‘Maybe he does 
believe he’s sent by God to 
rule this place.’ 
Beside one of Lusaka’s 

main highways is a portrait of 
the man once fondly known 
by his peaceful people as 
‘KK’, painted wearing tradi- 
tional garb outside the city 
council offices, the guardian 
of civic services that no longer 
exist. 

But even a personality cult 
built up over a quarter of a 

century can collapse when 
half Zambia’s 8 000 000 mil- 
lion people live in low-grade 
townships on the edges of 
cities, and well-attended op- 
position rallies hear vengeful 
rhetoric about ‘chasing’ Dr 
Kaunda away from Zambia 
and forcing him to leave his 
‘luggages’ behind. 

It is hard to assess the 
worth of these ‘luggages’ but 
the figure most commonly 
bandied about in Lusaka as 
the total overseas wealth al- 
legedly accumulated by some 
senior officials of Dr Kaunda’s 
ruling United National Inde- 
pendence Party, is about 
$4 billion (R11 billion) — 
equivalent to more than half 
Zambia’s $7 billion 
(R19 billion) foreign debt. 
The MMD is said to be 

thinking of applying for a 
court injunction in Britain to- 
stop a UK-registered holding 
company from disposing of its 
assets before Zambia’s multi- 
party elections, the first since 
1968. 

Dr Kaunda faces calls with- 
in his own party to allow a 
younger candidate to lead the 
Unip into the poll. Mr Enoch 
Kavindele, nominated central 
committee member and self- 
made millionaire, fancies him- 
self as a potential leader. 

Surrounded by photo- 
graphs of his children at pub- 
lic school in England and a 
bizarre collection of game tro- 
phies — including a sable 

oCus 

o 

antelope’s head and a 
warthog — and empty fish 
tanks in his Lusaka office, Mr 
Kavindele aired the frustra- 
tions of the young and profes- 
sional in the Unip. 

‘Kaunda’s explanation is 
that the economy’s in a bad 
state and to retire would be 
cowardice,’ said the 41-year- 
old Mr Kavindele. ‘He had 
;wanted to stay for another 
seven years. We said four, but 
even that is too long.’ 

The opposition fears that 
Dr Kaunda will stop the elec- 
tions by engineering a coup 
and invoking another state of 
emergency. Last week he 
closed the University of 
Zambia, claiming an uprising 
had been planned. 

The Zambians are the first 
to admit that they have 
messed things up. ‘A quarter 
of a century has been wasted, 
s0 it requires another quarter 

-..of a century to pull things to- 
gether,” Mr Kavindele said. 

‘We are of the view that 
President Kaunda is linked 
with socialism. Zambia is 
‘worse off now than at inde- 
'‘pendence. In short, the eco- 
nomic policies have failed.’ 

Cairo Road, Lusaka’s main 
. street, has changed little in 10 

or 20 years. But in spite of 
Zambians’ moans about how 
their country — once richer 
than South Africa — has dete- 
riorated, it does not look as 

t years 
bad as Tanzania, Uganda, 
some of the West African 
states or even urban parts of 
Kenya. 

Ironically, after years of Dr 
Kaunda urging European na- 
tions to maintain sanctions 
against South Africa, it is to- | 
wards that country that Zam- 
bians are looking for 
economic redemption. 

‘Mr Frederick Chiluba, the 
MMD president, is open orn 
the subject. ‘Don’t tell me 
South Africa doesn’t trade 
with Zambia; it does,’” he said, 
adding that about three-quar- 
ters of the machinery for 
Zambia’s copper mines, 
which produce most of the 
country’s foreign exchange, 
comes from the white-ruled 
state. 

The reintroduction of plu- 
ralism in Zambia has also 
drawn the country’s small 
white community into politics 
for the first time in years. ‘It’s 
the first time I've heard white 
people here talk about poli- 
tics since I was about 10, a 
young farmer said. 

Opinions are divided on 
which party is best-equipped 
to turn Zambia’s dire econo- 
my around. But the prospect 
of ending one-party dictator- 
ship brings hope. 

‘Any change,’ said an Asian 
businessman, ‘is better than 
none.’ — (The Daily 
Telegraph) 
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i PRI T e e Carnage 
Dy Monien Oosterbroek 
  

Vigient cioshes between bostel 
dwollers and residents of Dob- 
sonville ln Soweto have left six 
|Jeople dead and several 
serlously injured, 

Residents sald the fighting 
began early yeslerdny morolig 
wheu lnkaghu 84 pur{em Iving 
\n the hostel allegedly mu- 
(Ielled gix non- ?uluu at ite hos- 
(] 

While bundreds of Inkaiba 
men wearing red hendbands 
and armed with traditional 
weapons chanted war songs and 
morehed inslde the perimetor 

\'E;\?H Y2, 

A WCWY W 

\}5) ay 
t\fin 

dl DUW ClU 1HHUSLCR 

of tho hostel at dawn, a nuob of 
residenty gathered on a soccer 
field across the road, 

A large poliee contlngent way 
wiable to prevent a wmiw- al 
tack on the hostel just after’ 

midday. 
Police sald resigents openci 

firc on phouts 40 Inkatha sup- 
porters, seriowsly lnjuting hree 
people, 

Soweto 'mliu- Laigon ufficer 
Colonel Tlenie Halgryo per- 
quadzd rvprcsenla‘tvt fm,n 
both sides, mcluding the ANC 

media officer Sakl I'\'I'lw,v»mn‘ 
to mce! in the hostel for peace 
talks {n the aflernoon, 

During peace tolks, vesidents 

  

wvn ing white headbands 
gneaked through & back en- 
nnnco into the hostel and 
opencd fire on police and In- 
Lat 1R e hers, iy 

An Inkatha man was serlous- 

ly Injured .-.'hr’*u he WaE hacked 
gqeveral tunes n the head, 

Pollee used hirdshol and 
toargaes Lo separate the fighters 
and restore peace. 

Razor wire way erecied 
around the hostel, and the re- 

maining Inkatha hostel dwellers 
were lmmn away for the migit 
to prevent furlher clashes. 

Mr Macozoma- snid Lhe poace 
talks had been prowising, de- 
spite the attack, 

Police warn on 

- curfew, weapons | 
Pollee have issued a warning 
about carrrylng dangerous 
wedpons duu]ng today’s May 
Jny celebraticns in Soweto, 
where 28 people have been 
kltled in violence slnce Sunday. 

Colonel Jac de Vrles warned 
that the dusk-Lo-dawn curiew 
sould be alvletly enforeed, 
Pollee would confiscate all 

pon-traditional weapons™ be- 
fore loday's ANC/SACDP/Cosalu 
vally at Orlamdo Stadium 

To Ale <.m Ira, police found 
the body of a man with hack 
wounds on Monday nighl, bring- 
ing to 32 the number of people 
kiiled there since Trlday. 
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Vlok announces steps to 
curb growing crime rate 
The Governrient accepied its 
responsibility to tne right to life 
and property of 20 and had de- 
cided on a mrmber of steps to 
curb the crimme rate, because 
crime was an isspe of copcern 

to ali Sooth Africzns, Ministe: 
of Law apd Order Adrizan Viok 
said in the House of Assembiv 
yesterday. 

Speaking during 
lation debate on 
from Tony Leon (DP Hougblon), 
he said steps inclnded; 
® Increasing the SAP's map- 
power. 

® Expanding the police 
foree 
® Making policernen 1aore “vis- 
ible” 

® Consigning national service- 
men to help, 
® Introducing 2 computer sys- 
tem linking police stations in 
Johannesborg's northern sub- 
urbs and the Sandton fire sta- 
tion. 

Mr Leon s2id there were few 
1ssues which mnited the House's 
178 MPs as “revulsion for ihe 
ongoing crume rate and the 
seeming inabllity of the police 
toputf an end to it”. 

“The people of Sonth Airica 
are angry and they have had 
enongl: crime sweeps throngh 
our suburbs like 2 juggernaut. It 
engnlfs all in its wake . . it is 
tearing the fabric of Sonth Afri- 
&3 gpart”™ 

Mr Leon said Lhe poiice could 
not deal with many of the 
causes of crime, “but they can 

reserve 

Tweas 

      

  

Tony Leon _ . 

South A.m.a are angry. 
rue pl”D')lP Of 

and must deal with the L..,uE“I‘d‘C‘ 
twn, detection and combating of 
such erime ... the job of this 
‘vh;us er 1s to put a visible, 
armeg®and massive police pres- 
ence on the streets of onr sub- 
urhs”, 
Moaiman Mentz (CP Ermelg) 

said it was ¢lear Mr Leon was 
coneerned zhout erime in the 
“rick man’s suburbs”. 

The DP had shown it did not 
really care abouL the poor man 
in Scuth Africa, 

Mr Viek S‘de the SAP was 
osing all its resources “to the 
utinost” to control crime at an 
acceptable level to all 

Colin Eglin (DP Sez Point) 
said people were angry with the 
police for failing to deal with 
crime. 

The Cape Peninsvia had be- 

  

  

  

  

come ihe ¢rime capital of -ike 
world, he said_ 

In any civilised society ihe 
police stood between ordinzry 
membars of the o mammmity and 

The DP believed “(in retmr- 
ing) to the old-fashioned éor- 
cept of the bobby on the beat™. 

Peter Soal (DP Johanpesburz 
North) said the steps znnouncad 
by Mr Vlok were inadeqnafe 

The people of Joua:nesnnrg*‘ 
northern suburbs were a “comn- 
rmunity living under siege™" 

There were simply  not 
enough policemen on the beat. 

Mr Viok said ke had no argo- 
ment with members’ arguments 
— that was why the Govern- 
ment had provided funds for 
10 000 extra policemen lasi 
year. 

The SAP would do all in iis 
power to combat crime, but 
South Africans were living In 2 
society in which not all had re 
spect for others’ possessions. 

He appealed for one voice to 
g0 out irom the chamber that 
the police and public should co- 
operate in snch fields as Crime 
Watch — Sapa 
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PRESIDENT De Klerk 
must rcknowledge he 
couid no ionger govern 
the country and must get 
oul, ANC represcnintive, 
Mr Tokya Sexwele, told a 
crowd of about 350 Uni- . 
versity of the Wilwaters- 
rand stud¥nts, yesterday,: 
at B mass meeting 10 ex--. 
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violence  plaguing 
counlry. 

The group later mar- 
ched to the MHillbrow 
police station to deliver- 
an open letier addressed 
to President De Klerk de- 
manding an cod to viol- 
ence, alleged police par- 
:iullr.y. immediate release 
of "all polltical prisoners 
and indemnlly for all pol- 
itical prisoners.’ 2 

Mr Sexwcle snid “any- 

.— 
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the 

I hend of state in De. 
Klerk's _positlon  would 
“have rosigned, He must 
step down as head of staté 
and admit Ihat he cannot - 
control the violence.” 

He sufd Mr De Klerk 
must “get the hcll ot of 
that office. In all the 
deaths that there have 
been De Klerk has not 
unce renl a letter of con- 
dolence Lo any of the [a-- 
.mllies of those killed™. 
“He added that as the. 
Aprll 30 deadline neared, 
the country saw Mr De 
Klerk go to foreign lands: 
“to go and lle as usual”. 

Hours before the dend- 
tine for the release of all 
political prisoners and the 
retirn of all exlles, Mr 
Scxwele sald the ANC 
hed a grave responsibllity 
to decide “where to go 
from here, The ANC car- 
rics the repsonsibillly 1o 
cnd or continue Ihe nego- 
tnting process”, 
He said the violence 

that pingued the country 
immedintely alter  the 
sipulpz of the nenee.  
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beerhall killings, 
but not arrested’ | 

Peta Thornycroft 

E—SCARRED hostel residents in Sebokeng’ 
say police failed to arrest an “Inkatha warlord” who- 
they believe was one of three men responsible ior the. 
deaths of 13 people at a beerhall on Thursday night. 

And as tension mounts around Sebokeng’s KwaMa-- 
dala hostel which belongs to Iscor, and is reportedly. |, 
occupied by many unemployed men, Cosatu has issued” | 
a warning that it will hold Iscor and the SAP “civilly 
and criminally responsible” if there is another attack 
on its members by inmates from KwaMadala Hostel. - | 

Late yesterday the police announced that they had: 
arrested four men in connection with the beerhall 
massacre in which five people were killed, and eight 
more died later of their injuries. The police say two’ 

. masked men entered the beerhalls asd fired AK-47s 
into the crowd. Two AK-47s have been recovered. 1 

Mr Neil Coleman, information officer for Cosatu,- 
said yesterday: “We once again warn the Govet.ament 
and the management of Iscor who owns the hostel that 
we will hold them responsible both criminally and civ- 
illy for any further attacks which are launched from y 
this hostel of death. 

“We believe there are weapons in there and unem- 
ployed men who are trained as vigilantes, and whc 
have no right to live in that hostel, ready to act at any 
moment. 

“We have instructed our lawyers to demand that - 
the Commissioner of Police and the Minister of Law 
and Order search this hostel, and we demand that the 
Iscor management immediately evict the vigilantes - 
who have no right to be staying on this property.” 

The man accused by Sebokeng residents of taking 
part in the beerhall shoot-out is one of the accused in- 
last September’s massacre in Sebokeng which left” 
more than 20 people dead and is out on bail. He st f 
known as an Inkatha warlord in the township and is- | 
resident in KwaMadala. 

Residents near the beerhall say that both they and” { 
the police clearly saw the man in the area shortly | 
after the beerhall tragedy. 
KwaMadala hostel was for a long time uninhabited. 

However it is the property of Iscor, and only its work- 
ers are supposed to live there. 

A spokesman for the SAP yesterday said it was 
" difficult to comment on this case “off the cuff, as Iscor 

is also involved. 
“We were given the registration number of the vehi- 

cle involved, we traced it, stopped it and searched it. 
The police found nothing to permit us to detain the 
man for further questioning. We call on anyone who 
can make a positive identification on the beerhall case 
to come forward.” 
® Yesterday Sebokeng and Evaton were declared un- 
rest areas. Seven men, all Zulus were arrested at 
Kwesine hostel in Katlehong early yesterday in con- 
nection with possession of weapons and ammunition. 
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Political Correspondent 

FOR a peace summit there w. 
so much assegai-rattling that some 
delegates may have wondered if 
they were at the right conference. 

Not that anybody actually bran- 
dished a cultural weapon at this 
week’s conference on violence and 

| .intimidation convened in Pretoria 
| by State President F W de Klerk. 
| - But there was enough tough talk- 

1 ling, especially by Inkatha, to give 
| 'some of the 250 delegates the im- 
| .pression they were at a party rally 
1| rather than a peace summit. 

“ 1In the absence of the African 
‘National Congress, both Inkatha 
‘and Government speakers were at 
“pains to stress how they were not 
~out to score points off the ANC. But 
"delegates were taken aback at the 
orgy of ANC-bashing that followed. 

“We come from warrior stock 
{ ‘and the whole world must believe 

| me that if the Zulu leadership of 
| ‘today issued the commands to set 
| the Zulu nation at war with any 

organisation, that organisation 
1 would not last for long,” said King 
| "Goodwill Zwelithini of the Zulus. 

“Zulus have used their warrior 
| might to strengthen their action 
[ through peaceful means,” he added 
- enigmatically. 

Rattlin 
g. 26/5/7) 

King Goodwill said if attacks 
inet-KwaZulu did not stop, “the 

killings will not stop”. 
And he demanded a “national 

apology” from those who called 
KwaZulu a product of apartheid. 

His uncle, Chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi, president of the Inkatha 
Freedom Party, was slightly more 
restrained in his verbal attack on 
the ANC. 

“I have not come here to score 
points off the ANC or off any politi- 
cal party,” said Chief Buthelezi. 

But he proceeded to accuse the 
ANC and its deputy president Nel- 
son Mandela of “killing talks”. 

“Of course the IFP was drawn 
into violence. No organisation of 
human beings could suffer that 
kind of attack without anger, with- 
out retaliation, without pre-emp- 
tive violence and without blood 
feud violence and without revenge 
violence taking place,” Chief Buth- 
elezi said. 

But he did suggest that a “Peace 
Secretariat” be set up to include 
“additional partners who are not 
present here today”. 

Mr de Klerk, the convenor of 
the conference,” also managed to 
get in his dig at absent groups. 

“Those who should be here, but 
who chose to play a political game 

  

the assegais at peace 

REPRESENTING THE RIGHT ... AWB leader Eugne TerreBlanche: 
and Piet “‘Skiet”’ Rudolph. 

concerning this conference, are in- 
hibiting ... hope,” he said, adding 
that “this is not the time to be 
small-minded or to play politics”. 

After the Government and IFP 
heavyweights had fired their 
broadsides at absentees, lesser del- 
egates were left wondering about 
the purpose of the conference. 

John Hall of the SA Chamber 
of Business appeared mystified by 
“the sabre-rattling I heard.” 

And Democratic Party leader 
Zach de Beer said he much regret- 
ted “the extent to which the plat- 
form was being used to bash cer- 
tain organisations”. 

Brian Currin, director of Law- 
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Kers for Human Rights, said de- 
ate had been counterproductive 

and had alienated people and 
caused rifts. 

He suggested the summit shift 
its theme from bashing those who 
did not come here. ’ 3 

And when Mr Currin present- 
ed alternative views on the causes 
and solutions on violence, he was 
subjected to mocking laughter 
from many of the previously well- 
behaved delegates. 

His account of attacks on Swan- 
ieville squatters was mocked, as 
was his suggestion for a United Na- 
tions peacekeeping presence —and 
a completely new South African 
peacekeeping force representing 

ings, to determine internal securi, 
policy — especially with regard to 
policing. 

" He also backed the DP sugges- 
tions for all-party monitoring 
groups. 

But suggestions such as his were ' 
lost in the welter of attacks on 

' ANC forces which boycotted the 
- peace summit on the unds that 

it had been unilaterally convened 
by the Government. 

John Mavuso, the Transvaal 
MEC and leader of the National 

. Forum, thanked King Goodwill for 
his forthright talk, saying: “We 
have been brought up in the culture 
of talking openly and honestly.” 
  

  

all political groups. 
“People can laugh. I could laugh 

.at you, but I did not, when you 
“had a chance to speak,” an angry 
Mr Currin retorted. 

But Mr Currin was not alone 
in his call for an impartial new 
peacekeeping force following alle- 
gations of “State violence”. 

The DP suggested that returning - 
ANC and PAC combatants be of- 
fered jobs in the SA Defence Force | 
and SA Police. 

And Mervyn Frost, a Natal Uni- | 
versity political scientist, proposed 
an interim security council repre- 
senting all major political group- 

e 

Asked about the sabre-rattling 
statements at the peace confer- 
ence, Minister of Constitutional De- 
velopment Gerrit Viljoen said: “It 
shows what kind of problem we 
have to deal with.” 

Dr Viljoen said that academics 
and church ministers had encoun- 
tered.“tough politicians with deep- 
seated interests”. 

But with a church-sponsored 
peace conference including the 
Goven_lment, the IFP and the ANC 
becoming a distinct possibility, a 
repeat performance of this week’s 
rhetoric might have the opposite 
effect, several of the more cynical 
delegates suggested. 

Compared to some of the war 
talk at the conference, Afrikaner 
weerstandsbeweging leader Eu- 
gene TerreBlanche sounded mod- 
erate, fresh from his latest exploits 
against Ventersdorp squatters. 

Mr TerreBlanche said the Zulus 
and the Boere should have their 
own ground if there was ever to be 
peace.    
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