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UMTATA. Over 

3000 mourners from 

across South Africa yes- 

terday attended the fune- 

ral of African National 

leader Mrs Dor- 

is Vilakazi (38), who was 

down in Umtata 

last week. 

Woungls ; 
sustained 

fivegnnshotwoundsand 
was in the company of her 

husband Prof Herbert   friend Mrs Hazel Majok- 

weni when a lone gunman 

attacked them. 

Prof Vilakazi was shot 

in the leg and Mrs Majok- 

VilakaZiandafnmi
lyW 

weni was seriously in- 

jured she is currently in a 

Durban hospital. 

Senior ANC and SA 

Communist Party ex- 

ecutive member Mr Go- 

van Mbeki told mourners 

Mrs Vilakazi fought 

against the exploitation of 

workers. 

Role 
Mr Mbeki also said Mrs 

Vilakazi played a very im- 

rtant role in keeping 

the ANC informed on 

matters affecting workers 

in Transkei. 

Transkei's Minister of 
Agriculture and Forestry, 

attend 
  

Chief Ngangomlaba Ma- 

tanzima, Who spoke on 

behalf of the Transkei 

Government, praised Mrs 

Mf}meral = 

ANC official 
Vilakazi for her good 

work ‘at the Transkei 

  

  Prime N 

Sharif told Parliament 

that reconstruction work 

e 
The government also 

i unspet:l:fied 
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Talking point ... Sol's 
E “mid-Atlantic’’.accent. 
[ ] 
1 ] 

| ESoPs chance to 
{ get accent right. 
: I was delighted to learn Mr 
» Solomon Kerzner is at last: 
s going to be put on the map in 
* the United States (Tonight! 
» December, 17). _ 
$  Perhaps he could use this 
» opportunity to acquire a gen- 
s uine east coast, west coast, 
* Bronx, mid-west or southern 
» accent instead of the phony. 

Federalism cannot be ignored 
The’story on alleged Apla 
atrocities in King William’s 
Town and Queenstown by 
Shaun Johnson of The Star 
was accurate on the matter 
of this terror having forced 
the Government and the ANC 
to make “powerful common 
cause” against it, but the idea 
of these two now “occupying 
the political centre” of nego- 
tiation thinking is less so. 

His idea that the two par- 
ties are forced by circum- 
stances into a mutual politi- 
cal centre implies that the 
fundamental issue of federal- 
ism can be papered over. 

Federalism in SA is about 
the constitutional organisa- 
tion of government into rea- 
sonable regional/ethnic units 
granted as much power as 
possible under a National Bill 
of Rights. Yet at present the 

' mid-Atlantic accent he now | 
{ uses. 

i G White 

Northcliff 

"     

ANC/SACP alliance con- 
tinues to adhere to a unitary 
state organisation policy and 
shows no sign of changing. 

Chief Buthelezi’s KwaNatal 
state proposal has some good 
legal infrastructure in laying 
out what constitutes a politic- 
ally autonomous federal re- 
gion. But the nullification 
tone of certain of its clauses 
says this is a confederal set-" 
up, which can never work.. 

Chief Buthelezi overlooks 
South Africa’s own history on 
this issue, as he pushes his 
Natal provincial referendum. 
Senator Heaton Nicholls, 
longtime Natal United Party 
warhorse, said in the early 
'50s: “We have not been able 
to build a nation. Let us ac- 
cept the divorce and end the 
dogfight.” 

Then as now, Natal pro- 

duced a leader who refused to. 
allow his regions’ people to 
be nationally stigmatised as 
troublemakers. Then as now, 
Natal produced a leader who 
overlooked that ‘his regions’ 
people were spread out 
across a sub-continent and 
any unilateral solutions left 
them more politically isolat- 
ed when away from home. 

Buthelezi’s plan is seen as 
overlooking “the supposed In- 
katha multitudes permanent- 
ly settled in the country’s in- 
dustrial heartland”, while the 
Senator’s plan was found then 
by the United Party’s Strauss 
to ‘“abandon hundreds of 
thousands of South Africans 
to the tender mercies of Strij- 
dom’s Broederbond Repub- 
lic”. . ‘ 

In the contentious decades 
leading to the American Civil 

War, the first issue to com- 
pletely divide the North and 
South was the tariff and the 
South’s answer, based on the 
doctrine of States Rights, was 
legal “nullification”. 

Legal concepts like these 
led to Yugoslavias. South 
Africa can become a nation if 
the true political centre, the 
supporters of a reasonable 
regional approach, can be 
heard. A national referendum 
by all eligible South Africans 
on the question of a legiti- 
mate federal set-up would- 
end any need for unilateral 
destinies and sort out this 
question once and for all. A 
world awash with ethnic an-- 
archy anxiously awaits this 
South African solution. 

Steven L Perry- 
Cheltondale, 
Johannesburg 
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of one of their filest h'm :]: us 
daughters “African Nat- ‘m of 

dent Mr Nelson Mande- ~ ith Helen ’°“P" feel 
fla and ANC national particularly  saddened 
chairman Mr Oliver DY, her death. , 
Tambo said of anti- e feel cheated be- 

HelenJosephmastatc- cgrredonofthethemofthe 
ment in Johannes gumph i m‘ 

' Ms Joseph (87), died ted""“"‘w h.; s 
at Johannesburg Hospi- '@ i 
tal at 2pm on Friday ' ‘“No amount of state - 

after suffering 'a stroke + ¢ 10- deter. her fffom her. 1 

  

a pays triby 
the people of South 
Africa in the struggle 
for liberation. 

“Her resilience, stub- 
bornessanddetcnnma 
tion earned her the 
mthofthemstxe- 
gime while enhancing 
herstatunofatnelm 
leader amongst the op- 

In the 1950s, Ms Jo- 
sephmamng fig-. 

admitted ' Prosecution was enough, . | u,rsm the Congress of 
Demoerats, , participat- 
   

(. 
ute to Helen J oseph 
mgmtheDefiance 

0nJune26 1955, she 
was one of the Congress 
Alliance leaders who 
read out the clauses of 
the Freedom Charter at 
the Congress of the 
People at Kliptown. 

On August 8, 1958, 
Ms Joseph, together 
with the leadership of 
the Federation of South 
African Women, led 

.20 000', women .in ‘a. 
.~ march: on “the Union ! 

to “protest: v » Buildings 

against the pass laws. 
In 1958, the govern- 

ment charged her, along 
with 156 other anti- 
apartheid activists: with 
treason. At the end of 
the Delmas treason tri- 
al, she and her co-accus- 
ed were acquitted. 

For 26 years she was 
listed by the govern- 
ment and prevented 
from being quoted. 
For  mine of those 

yeqxs sh; L was, elthet 

.under, house (arrest o, 
  

  

ln 1983 Ms Joseph 
was made the patron of 
the United Democratic 
Front. 
Ms Joseph was the 

honorary president of 
the National Union of 
South African Students 
(Nusas). 

She wrote three 
books — If This Be 
Treason, Tomorrow’s 

Spn, and . her, autobi-_ . 
g "Damwr&dc.” 

Sapa.a; 

   
O HELEHJOSEPH 
  

 


