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PIETERSBURG- Several tamer! living ontht
country? northern border have dmdy made
mammment’muerhu tom
of hotnateads In’
A Pieteubu’i’g company I: supplying farmers with
an almost foolproof electrihed edtehce system. oom- l
plete with alarm and scanner. Apu-t tram giving any
undatredtntruderlsevereshock, shochthepyxtemhasaj
mntnsidethehmwhkhindmtbwherethe
.current has been Interrupted. enabling :
pinpoint the would-be Intruder. --
vaal Bureau.
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ll135 III the NI: rlh West-
I In TruIIsuIal bushveime
M. ere the silence of the’
, III,_;iIt II. brukcn only
’ IIIM’IS
III rjhcitals’e and
Ilf-ttliln, (’I-IIIIIIunIly se-
is ;I lop priority.
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In: I-e It only a flick of I
sw: cl; away
It was not Surprising
IhIreIore that the pres-
IMTIij
(If
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thee
Vdays
monuhg.six methhers of to maintain the lines of
W UMP were, killed comihuhicatien.
while a seventh was
- wounded
A policeman; whose
name was not released.
his; . received a’hulict
wound.
The infiltration was
obviously WcIl-plunncd
as the farm is unoecu
pied and the route the
group followed wm-
across wild. dense unin-
habited terrain. ,4
A security cordhn was
immediately put urnunI!
th area. and commando
un ts were alerted. Yes-
terday roadblocks were
still operating on all
f! feet saIeI: here than



IzItics" sn.ys Mr Piet du
Prom. owner of the All-
days 110ch But he Icels
IIII’ im-provuiwnt of the
area 3 infrastructure and
the development of Ali-
days as a commercial
i’I-IIII-o has now bI-mme ’
an urgent l’lCCt’SSiHK
"What We. neg! here
Is lnHTt’ )Veoqie III settle
pent. III::.’Iy.’ hI- Ioid
The Sunday Star. Most oI
his clients are hunters
and travellers who do
not live in the area
, I
I Weuid in any of our ’77
(nee of a group of un- mute: around Alldays.
knohnarmed mentnthc. But it I: clear that
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set ret for ycrylong. ;_. and the in-
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My father told us Why:
7Cos the AN C wants our
1and.They re terrorists7
- MARZANNE ESTERHUYSE, AGED ELEVEN
There was a tlme when
border tarmers drove across
the Limpopo every Sunda for
tag In another country. Lo
lon5’r. In Its place: a state 0!
-.( near-slege
IT is breakfast time at Overvlakte, the
northernmost farm in South Africa.
At the head or the table, Willie
Esterhuyse says a prayer. His wife,
Elene. and their children bow their
head: and clasp their hands in a
moment of quiet thanks. While they
eat dye ever- present handgun and the
Bible’L- the two items which allow the
family, to live In relative peace - are
closest hand.
Th; front yard of the. farm runs
down to a’ dirt track, hemmed in by
two metres of fencing and topped with
thickeoils of barbed wire. Just beyond
lies th sandy, parched Limpopo --
the Zimbabwe border and one of the
condpts for insurgents coming back
to lay nes on the farmers’ lancL
In past six months, the Dongola 7
area as been transformed. The
community that has been led by
attraqtive government incentives to
farm this isolated. thomy sembland
has been bound together by fear md
the (ktermination to defeat the
guerrillas.
Armed by the SA Defence Force
withihmi- automatic rifles, the 20
farmer: and their wives living dong
this iumon of the Limpopo have one
simpl aim: to keep their land free of
insurputs no matter what the cost.
"We have to follow every tpoor
now,-;because it could be the ANC,"
says Esterhuyse. hUntil three years
ago, ire crossed the border all the
time.- We used to drive :cross the
river. . ery Sunday during winter,
whe there is no wnter in the
Li A ,and visitthefxrmeronthe
other .Those days are gone."
Gm; up here. children get to
know%heir enemy It a young tge. At
11m Esterhuyse has a simple
exp fo or the tight security on
the . i’My hther’s told us why
it’s ’ ’ 3. Everybody knows it’s
beanie the ANC wants our 11nd.
They terrorists. They w1nt ui to
move y from the river, to they can
co the country.’
before last December, when 1
land placed on a nearby farm
(0- . 7 .’ -- six members of: funny,
for a life of partial seige.
Since July last year, regional army
officers have regttlarly travelled the
55km to the border farms, to train the
women to shoot. The; farmers,
connected by radio to each other and



to military headquarters, have formed
a civil defense commando.
But the December blast, less than
8km from the Esterhuyses’ gate,
shook the conservntive frontier
communities. The first blast was
followed by a series of landmine
mack: on South Africa’s border
farms.
"I didn’t sleep for three nights after
the mack last December," says Eiene
Esterhuyse. "We expected an attack on
the house. What really worries me are
all the new weapons, like mortars.
They could mpd on the Zimbabwe
side of the river. Ind shoot into our
house."
For the Esterhuyses, who are udent
government supporters, the issue
which ins sparked nationwide
rebellion by bucks for nearly two
years is not 1 struggle for political
power. It is the land. In the six short
yeujs since they moved here, the
family has enved out their. cotton 1nd
wheat fields, hectare by hectare, from
the bush.
In that time, they have taken off I
total of two weekends.
Some yem, ninhil drops to t
water trom (16615 under theLimpopo’s
sands is a complex and tenuous affair.
"We’ve put our lives into this, our-
sweht. Everything. We’ll never give it
up," says Elene Esterhuyse.
Instead, she is resigned to the
possibility that one day she will have
to tight for their survival. "I teach my
children to load the magazines. So if
we are macked, they can help us load
the ammunition, while my husband
and I shoot. They must feel they are
part of the whole thing."
Since the December attack,
Marunne and her eight-yeIr-oid
brother. Piet have ridden half-way to
school in 1?: umoured personnel
vehicle, joining other farm children in
a large military truck on the main
road to travel the test of the way.
At their school in the border town
of Messim, "The army come to show
us whet landmines and grenades look
like." says Munnne. tSo if we see
them on the farm, we know they are
dangerous and we won’t pick them up.
They teach us It school what to do if
the ANC attacks. We hve to fell down
md ptetend we’re dead."
The seenuio is more than 1n
lbstnct school lessen for those who
live here. On July 10. police and
suspected ANC guerrillas fought an
umed battle on 1 (um I: Alldlys.’ tn
the district next to Dongolg’ in which 4
summwetemlnthepm CDA’h.
5:54.;9; .431th .-
w-Khuw- n
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shootouts on the borders.
But for many would-be farmers like
Willie Esterhuyse. accepting such
risks has meant their only chance to
buy land.
"l always wanted a farm." he says
Then, While working in a cotton
research station in a nearby town, "I
heard the government was offering a
good deal for farmers to move here. I
bought the land for R130 000, and
got to work.
"It’s unbelievable how different this
area is now. l think the government
really needs us here for security."
Indeed, the border farmers, with
their political loyalty to President PW
Botha’s administration and their
protection of the land, form one of the
most efficient para-military forces
available to the government.
"We’re ready- for anything," says
Esterhuyse. "Iflhere’s direct fighting.
we’ll sort them out chop-ehop; that’s
for sure."
Aside from being able to call on the
help of his owrt family. Esterhuyse
claims to have learned a mtcial lesson
from the, white Rhodesians, who
found themselves dangerously isblated
by hostile farmworkers, and easy
targets for guerrillas, in the blacks’-
battle for independence before 1980.
"The way I protect my labourers,"
he says, "they’ll never protect the
ANC. They ask me, ’Who are these
people who put down the landmines?
We must kill them."’ And, says
Estethuyse, "if the local people don’t
help md support them, they’ll never
wtn." ’
Besides. he says, the farmworkerx
need only look across the river to
discover i’what freedom means. It
means hunger," he says.
Last Sunday. 10 Zimbabweans
crossed the border as illegal
immigrants. looking for workbn the
South African side. uWe handed them
over to the police, to be sent back But
they always retum," says Esterhuyse.
So sure are the local farmers of
their workers’ trust that they plan to
arm thcm in the near future. uWe’lE
select very carefully who we giv
arms to." says listerhuyse. "But (ht’j-
have to be part of the whole security
thing." , ’-
Still, his own farmworkers live in a
pitiful compound of mud huts and
small brick houses. and their pay
offers only bare subsistance. although
it is average for the district. Women
earn RLSO a day shifting the
irrigation pipes. The highest-paid man
on the farm earns R2509 month.
And yet for now, Esterhuyse,- who
says uthe government should have
moved faster with its reforms,"
appears to have the loyalty or his



workforce. ’They are just an scared of
the ANC as we are," he says. "The
good thing about landmines is that
they can kill anybody. Not just white
people."
In the opinion of many political
observers, the Esterhuyses and their
neighbours are buying time, hoping
for a solution. but facing a
deteriorating security situation.
The government has begun
surveying the border track to tar it.
making landmine attacks on it
impossible. Last month theyy offered
to give the Dongola farmers mine-
proof vehicles in which to travel
around their farms. And the women
have been supplied by the SADF with
Israeli-made Uzi rifles.
But despite the increasing danger of
attacks on its land, the community
lives with a quiet confidence. The
children play under the giant moshatu
trees, and ride in their father’s open
pickup truck along the border fence.
"There Ire lots of dangers here."
says 11-year-old Mananne, "but we
know the Lord is with us."


