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Pl ETERSBURG- Several taner! |iving ontht

country? northern border have dndy made
manmmrent ' muer hu t om

of hotnateads In’

A Pieteubu i’ g company |: supplying farmers with
an al nost fool proof el ectrihed edtehce system oom
plete with alarm and scanner. Apu-t tram giving any
undat r edt nt ruder | sever eshock, shocht hepyxt emhasa;
mmt nsi det hehmahkhi ndmt bwher et he

.current has been Interrupted. enabling

pi npoi nt the woul d-be Intruder. --

vaal Bureau.
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It was not Surprising

Ihirelore that the pres-
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Vdays

nmonuhg. si x met hhers of to maintain the |ines of

WUWP were, killed com huhicatien.

while a seventh was

- wounded

A policenan; whose

nane was not rel eased

his; . received a' hulict

wound.

The infiltration was

obvi ously Wl - pl unncd

as the farmis unoecu

pi ed and the route the

group foll owed wm

across wild. dense unin-

habited terrain. ,4

A security cordhn was

i medi ately put urnunl!

th area. and comuando

un ts were alerted. Yes-

terday roadbl ocks were

still operating on al

f! feet salel: here than



lzItics" sn.ys M Piet du
Prom owner of the Al -
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not live in the area

o

| Weuid in any of our 77

(nee of a group of un- nute: around All days.
knohnarnmed nentnthc. But it |: clear that

Bresiau area. near the such Intersions will be

i Roma aha border. .135! Isolatedinfuture, due to
V week did not n-Ilnahr’ Wgmahuni ng at

set ret for ycrylong. ; . and the in-

" A police Wcrease

.ol f

tracked down the group (arneninthenrea .. |
within a short; M? ..l Regina: Inactngs are!
"in 3 shootout _ .- held between mlitary.

093 Farmwn. Thursday .authoritics arid civilians
t_- .._ 4

aw30.15-, 1

Tvl farmers agree on |

urgent contingency pl ans

(e CI

M D- f huuvul funnel s ut-"Ah your Wnow annex way It the Farnmers, he said.
ugeedyQ el -dnyt hat ut g- and nks your nggu- instigation 9f the Sutethonl dbexrepuednon.
ent contingency phns hent mrghny ' heddent nEndi pl | nw oftennto do your O::

must hetnude I medi- wete also told by the "I1'VC' South African thing. Buttoomany -
ntel yhr’thenmtomive-1; ' oftthA Ayio annexe.- (thevedthatdnixdso

m nted phuel-nd ter- W UAMV Andhev- Mimi smm W/

nristactionmdnno- count xyhad’ hndecadei’ nmi ghtvelltindthem thm nt henm

W dmadgestndid 'iielvesin’ epontiou-whexe-HL Wm : eonti nu-

Meeting in Preton’a It MMMW theywnt| dhavet of orfdt W

hwy! aut onomy.

. mmehehm umi hnt hesne

Jooet uddt hat uequut coul ddohohdpt hem ?

-. -_v nenu 4w, Nws'n.l..um-:4W8



My father told us Wy:

7Cos the AN C wants our

land. They re terrorists?

- MARZANNE ESTERHUYSE, AGED ELEVEN
There was a tlne when

border tarmers drove across

the Li npopo every Sunda for

tag I n another country. Lo

lon5'r. In Its place: a state 0!

-.( near-slege

ITis breakfast time at Overvl akte, the
northernnost farmin South Africa.

At the head or the table, Wllie

Est erhuyse says a prayer. Hs wfe,

El ene. and their children bow their
head: and clasp their hands in a
nonent of quiet thanks. Wile they
eat dye ever- present handgun and the
Bible'L- the two items which allow the
famly, to live In relative peace - are
cl osest hand.

Th; front yard of the. farmruns

down to a' dirt track, hemred in by
two netres of fencing and topped with
thi ckeoils of barbed wire. Just beyond
lies th sandy, parched Linpopo --

the Zi nbabwe border and one of the
condpts for insurgents com ng back

to lay nes on the farners’ |ancL

In past six nonths, the Dongola 7
area as been transfornmed. The
conmunity that has been | ed by
attraqgtive governnent incentives to
farmthis isolated. thomy senbl and
has been bound together by fear nd
the (kterm nation to defeat the
guerrillas.

Armed by the SA Defence Force

wi thi hm - automatic rifles, the 20
farner: and their wives |living dong
this iunmon of the Linpopo have one
sinpl aim to keep their land free of
insurputs no matter what the cost.
"W have to follow every tpoor

now, - ; because it could be the ANC "
says Esterhuyse. huUntil three years
ago, ire crossed the border all the
time.- We used to drive :cross the
river. . ery Sunday during w nter,
whe there is no water in the

Li A ,and visitthefxrneronthe

ot her . Those days are gone."

Gm up here. children get to
knowdhei r eneny It a young tge. At
11m Est er huyse has a sinple

exp fo or the tight security on

the . i’"M hther’s told us why

it'’s ' ' 3. Everybody knows it’'s
beani e the ANC wants our 11nd.

They terrorists. They wint ui to

nove y fromthe river, to they can

co the country.’

bef ore | ast Decenber, when 1

| and pl aced on a nearby farm

(0- . 7 .’ -- six menbers of: funny,
for alife of partial seige.

Since July last year, regional arny
of ficers have regttlarly travelled the
55kmto the border farms, to train the
wonmen to shoot. The; farners,
connected by radio to each ot her and



to mlitary headquarters, have forned
a civil defense conmmando.

But the Decenber blast, |ess than

8km from the Esterhuyses’ gate

shook the conservntive frontier
comunities. The first blast was

foll owed by a series of |andm ne

mack: on South Africa’s border

farns.

"I didn't sleep for three nights after
the mack | ast Decenber," says Eiene
Est erhuyse. "W expected an attack on
the house. What really worries ne are
all the new weapons, like nortars.
They coul d npd on the Zi nbabwe

side of the river. Ind shoot into our
house. "

For the Esterhuyses, who are udent
gover nent supporters, the issue

whi ch ins sparked nationw de

rebel I i on by bucks for nearly two
years is not 1 struggle for politica
power. It is the land. In the six short
yeujs since they noved here, the
fam|ly has enved out their. cotton 1nd
wheat fields, hectare by hectare, from
the bush.

In that time, they have taken off |
total of two weekends.

Sone yem ninhil drops tot

water trom (16615 under theli npopo’s
sands is a conplex and tenuous affair
"W’ ve put our lives into this, our-
sweht. Everything. W' ||l never give it
up, " says El ene Esterhuyse.

I nstead, she is resigned to the
possibility that one day she will have
to tight for their survival. "I teach mny
children to | oad the magazines. So if
we are macked, they can help us | oad
the ammunition, while my husband

and | shoot. They must feel they are
part of the whole thing."

Si nce the Decenber attack

Marunne and her eight-yelr-oid
brother. Piet have ridden half-way to
school in 1?: unoured personne
vehicle, joining other farmchildren in
a large mlitary truck on the nmain
road to travel the test of the way.

At their school in the border town

of Messim "The army cone to show

us whet | andm nes and grenades | ook

i ke." says Munnne. tSo if we see
themon the farm we know they are
dangerous and we won’'t pick them up
They teach us It school what to do if
the ANC attacks. W hve to fell down
nd ptetend we're dead."

The seenuio is nmore than 1n

[ bstnct school |essen for those who
live here. On July 10. police and
suspected ANC guerrillas fought an
uned battle on 1 (uml: Alldlys.’ tn
the district next to Dongolg in which 4
sunmret e nt hepm CDA' h.
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shoot outs on the borders.

But for many woul d-be farmers like

Wl lie Esterhuyse. accepting such

ri sks has neant their only chance to
buy | and.

"l always wanted a farm" he says
Then, Wile working in a cotton
research station in a nearby town, "I
heard the governnment was offering a
good deal for farners to nove here.
bought the |and for R130 000, and

got to work.

"I't’s unbelievable how different this
area is now. | think the governnment
really needs us here for security.”

I ndeed, the border farmers, with

their political loyalty to President PW
Bot ha' s admnini stration and their
protection of the land, formone of the
nost efficient para-mlitary forces
avai l abl e to the governnent.

"We're ready- for anything," says
Esterhuyse. "Iflhere’'s direct fighting.
we' Il sort them out chop-ehop; that'’s
for sure.”

Aside frombeing able to call on the
help of his owt famly. Esterhuyse
claims to have learned a ntcial |esson
fromthe, white Rhodesians, who

found t hensel ves dangerously ishl ated
by hostile farmwrkers, and easy
targets for guerrillas, in the blacks’ -
battl e for independence before 1980.
"The way | protect ny |abourers,"”

he says, "they'|ll never protect the
ANC. They ask me, 'Wo are these
peopl e who put down the | andm nes?

We nust kill them"’ And, says

Est et huyse, "if the |ocal people don't
hel p nd support them they'll never
wn. "’

Besi des. he says, the farmworkerx

need only | ook across the river to

di scover i’what freedom neans. It
nmeans hunger," he says.

Last Sunday. 10 Zi nbabweans

crossed the border as illega

i mmi grants. |ooking for workbn the
South African side. uWe handed them
over to the police, to be sent back But
they always retum" says Esterhuyse.
So sure are the |ocal farmers of

their workers’ trust that they plan to
armthcmin the near future. uW'lE
sel ect very carefully who we giv

arms to." says listerhuyse. "But (ht'j-
have to be part of the whole security
thing." , -

Still, his own farmwrkers live in a
pi tiful conpound of nud huts and

smal | brick houses. and their pay

of fers only bare subsistance. although
it is average for the district. Wnen
earn RLSO a day shifting the
irrigation pipes. The highest-paid nman
on the farmearns R2509 nont h.

And yet for now, Esterhuyse,- who

says ut he governnment shoul d have

noved faster with its reforns,"
appears to have the loyalty or his



wor kf orce. ' They are just an scared of
the ANC as we are,” he says. "The
good thing about |andm nes is that
they can kill anybody. Not just white
peopl e."

In the opinion of many politica
observers, the Esterhuyses and their
nei ghbours are buying time, hoping
for a solution. but facing a
deteriorating security situation

The governnment has begun

surveying the border track to tar it.
maki ng | andmi ne attacks on it

i mpossi bl e. Last nonth theyy offered
to give the Dongola farmers mne-
proof vehicles in which to trave
around their farms. And the wonen
have been supplied by the SADF with

I sraeli-made Uzi rifles.

But despite the increasing danger of
attacks on its land, the comunity
lives with a quiet confidence. The
children play under the giant noshatu
trees, and ride in their father’s open
pi ckup truck al ong the border fence.
"There Ire lots of dangers here."
says 11-year-old Mananne, "but we
know the Lord is with us."



