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26th April, 1982

Dear Friends,-_

On the 18th.May, 1982 one of the most outstandlng leaders for
the liberation of oouth Africa, Vialter Max Ulyate Sisulu, who

is imprisoned for llfe by the Apartheid regime, W1ll be 70 years
0ld e

The African National Congress, as a tribute to this veteran and
tireless fighter for the overthrow of the racist regime of terror,
appeals to all our friends and supporters tos

. send messages of support and birthday greetings to VWalter
Oisulu and his family at the following addresses:

Mre Waltcr Sisulu Mrse Albertina Sisulu
Pollsmoor Prison 7372 Orlando iest
Cape Town P,0. Phirinia

South Africa Johannesburg

ocouth Africa

e Send letters of protest to the racist Prime Minister of
south Africa against Sisulu's continued imprisonment and
demand the release of all other political prisoners and
detainees:

« Organise events to mark his birthday and to highlight the
struggle of the people of South Africa and especially the
plight of political prisoners and detainees in South Africa.

Having regard to the stature of Walter Sisulu and the contribution
he has made to the South African liberation struggle in particular
and to the anti-pplonial and anti-imperialist struggle in gencral
as his attached biography will show, the African National Congress
considers that his birthday offers all the peace loving and demo-
cratic forces an opportunity to pay a resounding tribute to a
patriot and fightery, who has served his country and the cause of
mankind with distinction and courage, not sparing any sacrifice

in the pursuit of the just cause of freedom and liberation for

his people, for democracy, social emancipation, for international
friendship and peacee.
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The African National Congress therefore appeals to governments
and international bodies, governmental and non-governmental
organisations, parties and mass movements in all spheres of .
human endeavour to consider the conferment of awards and various
honours .on. Walter Sisulu as a mark of respect for. a life spent.
in the service of man and a demonstration of SOlldmrlty with the
just struggle of the people of South Africa, led by. the ANC -
for a free, democratic and peaceful South Africa,

attached please find biographical notes on Valter Sisulu.
' WéSkeenly await ybur responses fb.ouf'circhlar and iook forWérd

to making the 70th birthday of Walter Sisulu a highpoint in our
struggle for a world of freedom, justice, and peace.

J. Jele f?';;//'
Director:
Department- of International Relations




Biogsrenhical Notes

Walter Max Ulyate oisulu

Walter Sisulu was born at IEngcobdo ih the Transkei district of
the Cape Frovince on the 18th May, 1912, where he was brought up
in a Christian home thet respected and observed African traditions.

His peasant orizins, under South African conditions, did not allow
for advanced formal education end he left school after Standard
Four to look for employment on the mines 1in Johannesburg in 1923,

His aze, however, prevented his initial recruitment for under-
sround work in the mines, whereupon he obtained somebody else'’s
poll tax receipts and Was recruited.

Unon arrivel at Hose Deep Lines the Chief Clerk, who knew his
mother, refused him underground work and helped him obtain a job
with o dairy farmer on the outskirts of Germiston, where e
washed, vacked and delivered milk bottles.

£
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At 16 vears he was ecarning £1 a &=y for a 12-hour working day,

7 days a week,

Upon heing sjamboked (whipning with a hippo-hide whin) he tries to
leave the farm.buﬁ is returned. IHe eventuall; lecves after 8
months 2nd tokes on work as a domestic servent for a mine official
who soon fires him, whereupon he works as a mine compound sSweeper
‘at £2.5sh. a month.

In 1929 he returns Tto Qutubeni in the Cape Trovince and only comes

waeok to Johannesbhurz in the early thirties to work at Rose Leep
Yines. He is forced azainst his will to wWork underground under
s 120-day contract at 2 shillingc per shift.
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Sometimes in 1931 he retums:{to Qutubeni ihere he joins a co-
onerative society = his first ever participation in a volunivary

assocliations

The' 30's were a webiod of world economic derression which hit

e 3leck worker in Soutlh Africa viath narticuler severity.
Sisuluw TOECS 'l:o Hast London invscarch of emdloyment ana:' takes
up work as a aomestic scrvanty at the end of 1931,

It is in this period that he comes into contact with the
Tndustrial and Commercial Jorkers Union (ICU) led by Clement-
Racdeliec and with Viclter Rubusana, a foundcocr member of the ANC,

In 1933, after a-stay in Qutubeni- during 1932, he returns to
Johannesbury, wherc his mother dlice viorks as & vasSiner /omall, ancl
takes employment at Premier Ziscuits (2. bakery) for 18/6 per
Weclk, uellverl.af .“.1..: mother S sl ;Ln; 355 o B2 ¥ weekends § |

'

oisulu vworks at }"remiar _JlSCU.lJGS “"rom 1933 -~ 36 and it is (:11,1.1'*:1.30_;1r
this ;.-eriod that-He is involved in his flI‘mt strike. '

In 1934 Sisulu joins the Orlando Vigilante .issociation (OVL) an

organisetion concernins itsclf with lic ‘uor I‘O.lf,.._‘.:, prisic r-.;Lch..;,

:Lnf1 ux com:rol nd other civiec mattors., This marks a turning

| j_JOl]fllJ in his de evelopment as e now merticipates cirectly 1in an
orrafiisation concerned with the. workings of an opnressive .
‘administrative systems: The OVa, with Herbert idingi as the moving
~8hirit, Decomes a foundction member of the Iransvaal Vigilante
Association and Sisulu aend kdinsi become delepsates of -the Orlando
~4asgociation to the TI‘CDSVOQI. association.

r

tiis first errcst was: for viriléntz work where he was-.accused of
-interferenceé  with police officiors in the exeeution: of their. duties.

From Premier Hiscuits 31SLJ u zoes to the newsyeper the “dantu
‘

lorld, first as & newspaper seller and later as8 & distribution

11 [

or Bantu qorld” Ilanza na sc Natal™, “"Imvo za bhantsundu”

and the 'Bantu %irror' of «the then Rhodesia. It is ian this period
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het he starts vwriting for tae “santu Jorld',
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Having been brought up in a culiurally conscious family his
nserest in culture leads him to the Orlando drotherly Society -

& cultuvral organis~tion of which he soon becomes & leading member.

His work in this society brinss him to the Chairmanship of the
Orlando Musical dssociation, the Orlando Rusby Club and various
activities through membership of the Bantu Men's Social

Center (BHSC). '
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It 18 i1n these circies, 2t the end of the 3Jo's, that he comes
into contact with J.B. Marks - a leading trade wnionists and
memder of the Comummist TFarty of Southh Africa, who was himself 2
Keen sportsmen and anle foothaller. Sisulu during this time

crifts throusgh several jobs.

Throvzh his cousin Sanuel liase he coumes across leftist literaturc

J..

and widens his awarcness of the world., This vias the period of

ol

she rise of Janan to & world power and the looning threat of vorld
war. It was on the issue of the Sccond ‘orld ‘ar that Sisulu split
with Mdingli, who nad become - close nersonal friend, Sisulu's
vosition beins that the Black man should not participate in the
war as it wves then a wer hetvicen rival colonial powers (idingi

had by then joined tne civil guarc formed by the city councils &as
oprosed to wisulu's membershipn of the Vigilante Associations

formed by the Deople themsczlves).

-

Around this period — at the closinz of the 30's - he meets

Dr. Dadoo, who was then a leader of the Non—IFuropean United Front-

a
an orsenisetion lcading the anti-war campaisn, and it vwas this
fact thot led to Sisulu seeking Dadoo's acquaintance énd services

as a medical doctor.

g »

The vear 1940 is an important milestonc in his life, e 18
reeruited into the ANC by Alfred Hﬁéle, a lecding trade unionist.

n the same year nhe becomes treasurer of the LNC Orlando 2ranch —
assuning his first ever office in the movement in a vranch that was

active and iniluential beyond 1tS sSize,
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In 1942 he is delegated by Orlendo to the National Confercance

5
vhere L.d.5. Gama, prompbted b a students strike at Fors Lare,

reises the guestion of youtlr organisation. It is at this

Ere)

confercnece that a dzecision is taken to zive gsreater attention

to a ;rou.th movement -- a dgeision that culwinated in the formation
of the 4NC Youth Lezasue in 1944. It wes also at this confercnce
that Sisulu met I.oses Xotane, another lcidins member of the ANC

and the Communist Farty who had traeversed a similar sath as Sisulu.

E

lMeanwhile, in 1941, Sisuvlu had helped receive handela into
Joheanmmesburg cénd 2ssistcd with articles for icndela, In thavg
year too he meets Ea.l'ber’bina ino eventually bdecomes his vife on
15th July, 1944 with landela as his bestman. It was at this
funetion at the BESC that inton Lembede, who vas then rresident
of the Youth Lezzue told idbertvina: “You are marryvings & men wWao

- 1s elready married to the nation®.,

after the 1942 conference, there the youth guestion veas raised,

Jilliem Nkomo, Iliajonbozi and Sisulu take the initiative to meet
various youth groups, includinz the sSophdatoin Youtia o hecaime

.

acvivz i1n settinz up a provisionel youth cominittee at the
beginning .of 1944.

oatha anc Sisulu convened & mectingy and likomo was electad Chairs
man of the Irovisional Committee., ~ Sisulu, Nkomo, Noubance and Idea

»

as nmnemhers of the Frovisional Cormittee then net the Fresident
General of the 4NC, Dr. Xuma, to discuss the formation of the

Youth League. Through tiese discussions the NEC of the LNG
ventua ll:y zave the go—alcad for ths formation of the Youth

= ﬁ
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eEgue, waose incugural confercnce took place in LApril 1944 &t the
BESC end tas opened by Rev, S"‘lO“C-J.].'lGh,.w who w/as then Swcoker of

r ™

the House in the LNCe The office bhearcrs clected werc:

Prasident @ &dnton ILoinmbede
Vlce-i“r sident ¢ V. Mbobo
creveryy 0Ny Tamba

Treagurcr ¢ i. disulu,

; o alh




- R¥isulu plays a lecding role toviards reconvening the Pan-ifrican

o1 sulu's next mejor cont: 15u.1on to the fevelopment of the allC
was &1t the 1943 conferences which moderniscd tlﬁ AahNC constitution.

T4

The ANC was turned from a federe 1 Ainto & uniuvery bOLj. rhe
.nausu of Chiefs was abolishecd., Tha wNC introduced volunvary

-~

anc incividuel membership,and dranches became thae b@31c unit of

the ANC. Thesc decisions broadened the perspective of the ANC
and made 1t a vrue mouthpiece of the Jfricans and Sisuvlu, vk

from his membership to his life scntence hes missed only one
conference, was together with his -collezsues ol the Youbtir Leaguc
instrumental in this chancc.

1949, Bisulu is eclected ovecrceciary General of ub” ANC at +!
conrercncec wiere the rrogramae ol wctlion was adopted. Realsing

that for the movement to strike out in a forverd thrust there had
" t0 be greater organisztion, he discussed with his wife and
‘cOlleagueS his plans to give up all other work and devote hls
life to the movemcnt. salbertina supports him fully end assumes
the role of sole bread-winner and Siswdu abco nes the first full-
Time functionary of ©Tie movemcnse. he NEC decideg to frant him
£5 a month as travel cxpenses and albertlna (viith two chlldrcn

o A -~

in the family) agrecs to pay for his monthly reil ticket.

"In 1950 Sisulu introducecs the rule of prescenting thosScerctary
Genral's reports as reports of the NZC instcad of the incumbent,
-

.tnergbr initiating the traaition ot COllQCtlvm leadcrsulu Brah .
-t.:.'le llall—ﬁﬂrk of the ANC +oda ]‘ i |

The first June 26 HNetional Strike in 1950 takes plaCﬂ unﬂer his
sceraetery ganeralship end marks a turning point in the rcdlcallsat—

ion of the movement bascd on thoe 1949 Provrmdmc of qulon.

In 1950 the 4NC consideres the nced for re-—convening the Pan-—

Africen conference andg. »asses 8 resolutvion tvo this effect. .

Conference by writing to Sthionia, Lidberia, Libya and the NCNC of

bo's /0
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Nigeria., The Inzlish stotesman Fenner Brockvwey writes to him stat-

inz that he had heard of the ANC's plans for a Fan-african
[ G
U

9

“Conference and that the nenzazement and the whole matter should be

ﬂ-'

left to him and his orcanisition - the Hovement for Colonial
Freedom, Sisulu replies that in the past Fan-ifrican Conferences
had been held clsehere and not in ifrice and that in his wview

the next Pan—ifrican Conferzpe must be held in Africa,

In 1952, the annual conference vas held azainst the backdrop of the
Defiance Campaign with the Voluntecer-in-Chicl, Nelson iwendaela
0

beins nlaced under banninzg and the police lookingzg for Sisulu,

The ‘lorking Committee of the 4l decided that sisulu must 3o under-
cround to avoid being served witihh & banning order before the
confercnece. SHven in conditions of leszzlity Sisulu had o vork

J

clandcstinely to »repare for confercnces at wWinich he Dpresented nNis

-

report, having arrived in disguise. This confcrence also aiscussed
the likelihood of the .lNC becing banned,

In 1953 Sisulu is invited by the .orld Pederation of Democratic
Youth (7FDY) to the Youtlh Festival in Rumania and travels as a
guest of honour with Duma Nokwe who was leading the deleze
WitLout'paSSﬁortS. Sisulu takes' zadvantarze of the Festival to
discuss with other .frican dolegates ths rzconvening of tTh

Africen confersnce and travels to Isracl, 3ritain, FolaLa,
Czekoslovakia &na wo China on the Trans-Siberia rail. . The discus-—

sions on the Pan-..frican confecrence considcered Ghena and LoyOT as

posgibilities in arranging thce confer: nce,

The jounrey to Chine brings him into contact Wit the Indonesian
national movement and on his roturn via London he visits Serctsc

Khamae in his exile to discuss the raisins of political sctivity 1n

‘ '

tha then so-=cclled Protectorates., Here e meeuvs veterans of +

9
e

uech &8s wallace commson of Sicerra Leonc

U2

african - Iiheration iLovementdt

T

who had worked closely with Xenyotta and rFadmore for the 5th Pan-

N T

ifrican Conference in lanchester.
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