Looking to others to tenper ANC
NE of the nmore enjoyable

ironi es of President de

Klerk’s trip to Emope | ast week _
was the way the Goverment sud-
denly hecam e an enthusustt’ c at
vacate ot ttoreign meddling

South Africa’s donestic affairs.
The main Expose ot the trip

was to nmohi t ' 31! govern-

nments and industrialist: to pres-
sore the ANC i nl o danping the
Lvesttgea of its socialist econonic
pol i ci es.

I t wasnot t ool 0o- agago thatthia

sane CGovernment. was beratin

the world for Interfering tn Sou
Mtcats attain The Govern-

ment’ s phil osophy then was that
apartheid was purely an interna
matter.

The new approach to foreign tn-
vol venent a noat aha y naul

fated at the erld tc

Forum at Dawn - dramatically

gave the lie to this md argument.
It revealed the truth of the NP
position all allot;a that foretgn
presnrel stl neaa | ongasl t uot

ap ted to you.

ea as late as |last week a

slight contradiction in the Govern-
ments at: ch underscored the
truth of observation.

Whe- Preatdent de Klerk re-

ceived the Um peace award tn
Parts. he took the op rtunity to
warn Uneeoo that wihlle it should
encourage t shoul d not
"interfere". This warning was ap-
parently |Issued for fear that Une-
loo might "interfere" on the
wong side - the ANC

Dave: am an intense crucible

of tree market pressure. one of
the nobst concentrated gatherings
of world political and economc

| eaders ever. Under that pressure,
ANC resident Nel son Mandel a

of f important assurances to
foreign investors which could
prove crucial df or the suceaaa o! a
-aparthet econony: pro-

ma their investnents would he
sal e fromnationalisation.

And In an earlier prea- hrtetlng
at Doves. he had nade It very

I

clear that he disapprowed of ANC
statenents threatening: to review
foreign | oans granted too the pres-
ent Governnent M Mandel a said

he did not think It wound be w se
to acquire: the Inmage of an organi-
sation that "did not honour Its
debts" - inplicitly rrepudioting
his hardline coll eagues.

On hmvisits to Hul a?

Czechosl ovaki a and Pol and, L
Klerk also: tried to mohntlise these
goyernnent s agai nst MNC eco-



nom c polltcy. In nations which

had just shrugged off the shackl es

of to years O opprm vne comru-

nism it was not hard tco that en-

dorsenment for the tree nnarket.

The trip.. and Davos especially.

showed how tn the tluture SA

m ght conne to he very gratefu

tor foreign pressure - as It should

have been grateful for the role

which toretign pressure | played tn

the past in | persuading thee Govern-

ment to abandon apartheti d.

Bat it is: by no meanas certain

that that all white South Atticana
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are grateful. Wtneas the quiet but

persistent runblings in the Na-

tional Party establishment about

M de Klerk's foreign excursions,

simlar to the criticism of M

Gor bachev and M Bush. The I|ine

I: that instead of carrying favour

abroad. he shoul d have been fight.

i ng the Potchetstroom hy-etection

That surety shows a m sunder -

standi ng of the purpose of the

mssion. to win support tor criti-

cal policy decisions.

"A few years ago we had little

support ootaide the country. now

we grohabty have nore than the

AN ." a senior goverment

sour ce said.

"Il you strip away the persona

reputation of M Mandela. the

ANC to being slowy destroyed by
its exposure to the world."

That is putting It nuch too

strongla hot the general drift is

right. e ANCts not so much

hel m deat royed as noder at ed.

That God for world pressure. |
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