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23 Janaury 1998 

Ms Ray Alexander-Simons 

19a Rugley Road 

Vredehoek 

8001 

Dear Ms Alexander 

Hayden Proud of the South African National Gallery told me that you not only knew 
the painter, Gladys Mgudlandlu, but that you also own paintings by the artist. Since 
| am curating a retrospective exhibition of her art for the Johannesburg Art Gallery 
later this year | am taking advantage of his suggestion that | write to you. | am also 
responsible for an introductory essay to the catalogue of the exhibition and shall be 
most grateful if you would share your memories of the artist with me. 

¢ When and how did you meet her? Who arranged for her first exhibition, held 
at the offices of the Liberal Party in Parliament Lane? 
Did she have a child that died in infancy? 
Do you have any knowledge of her niece and nephew, Linda and Malvern, 
who stayed with her? 
Do you recall where she stayed in Guguletu? 
| believe Gladys played a good game of tennis. When did her health fail? 
Do you know her birth date? Though 1925 is documented in the art history 
sources, her year of birth seems 1923 according to early newspaper coverage 
of her art. 

Did you know Mr J T Handula, an artist, who also taught at the Athlone 
Community School? 
Do you have any knowledge of murals that Gladys painted for the then 
Department of Bantu Education? Where was this Department situated? 
Do you know other people owing her work? 

Furthermore, may | have photographs of the work by Gladys in your collection as 
well as the following factual data: titles, medium (oil or gouache on paper), 
measurements (height before width), appearance of date and signature or other 
inscriptions on the artwork (bottom left or top right)? 

| look forward to your reply 

Yours sincerely 

Elz iles (Dr) 

Curator: Gladys Mgudlandlu Retrospective Exhibition 

P.S. If my last request is incqfenient for you, do not hesitate to let me know so 
that | can arrange with a friend to photograph and document the works for me.  
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