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POLTTICAL PRISO4ERS AWAITING DEATH

Political priscnars (m1 death ztm' [approximately 40] and those
released from death rcw to Pretoria Local Prison [18 including ona
death row trialigt} comménced a hunger strike ”t9 the death" in
Pretoria Haximum SGLurity [death raw} and Pretoria Local Prisons
today. Most will take wacar for tha first seven daya only.

UmkhLntc we Slave wgioQn;1 Lommandé : Mzonéelele Nendula, whoI

recently had hia apLeal Lgainst hi 8 death :LeztenLe rejected is

already refusing watLr.

Familiea frien- and rflpborte;u of th95e political prisoners will

fast 6d:2h Wednésday in suppart er the hunger atrikers aha their

demands.

The statement frow fleath raw priaonrrs afioufi the hunger strike

which is in protest ai tha gC/QE\Iflfifit ranexihg 0n its L: ,Lifwe

in the Pretoria Minute of August. 6, to re ease all political

Drisoners by April 30, 1991, reads:

“This was nct an easy Leciaioh to take, neither do we be:

is a reckless decis‘on. Our dec’ '1 L

developmehts at home and abraaa: the regime‘a ralzctafice to meet.

the precohditivru sat ou under the Harare DeEaration and the

responsa of some cther governments. fiowhere inthat document is

it $tated or sugfi~trcfl that eA;lLratory talks SEN d be undertaken

by the AHC or any othsr libsIaation movement befcre general

negotiations ccmmence. Tne Aflf went. Out of its way to assist in

::y way‘t cauld, with the express intention Hf bxjnmgig a just and

demclcratic order as speedily as possible. This resuulted in the

Groote Schuur aha PreLoria summits whereron the ALC and government

agreed to a common cummitment to the resolution of the existing

climate of vinlence and intimidation from whatever quarter, as well

as the commifiment to stability and a peaceful process of

negotiations, as containad in paragraphs 3 and 4 of the Pretoria

Minute. 5
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:"TheyANC weht even further than the document required by suspending
all armed activities, in the interests of moving as speedily as

could be to remove all obstacles in the way of peaceful negotiated

settlement. It has done more than its "negotiating partner". The

ARC should have been the one rewarded by the European Community and

other governments for its initiatives. They should have maintained
sanctions and dieinvestment as well as the cultural and sports

boycotts.

"The regime, apparently in connivance with some governments,

particularly those always willing to reward, reneged on almost all

agreements and promises. Our exile community which the regime

agreed in the Pretoria Minute would be home no later than the end

or December, 1990, ie not home yet. Political persecution remains

the order of the day. Political prisoners are still rotting in

dark dungeons and grim gulleys. Indemnitiee are granted, refused,

and taken away at the regime's whim. Our leaders are hunted down,

detained and even tortured under stringent security legislation.

State orchestrated violence is escalating by the day particularly

in African communities. Yet the EEC had the temerity to lift

sanctions against the wiehee of the oppressed, the victims, as a

"good gesture to encourage the reform process.

"We ask what reforms? Our brothers are dying. The regime has met

but a small proportion of the pre-conditione. We thought the EC

had to consult and take the views of the oppressed into account

first, particularly when it was they who persuaded the EC to

disinvest in the first place. Are they so arrogant that they dare

to ignore with such impunity consensus resolutions adopted by the

OAU, the Nonehligned Movement and the United Nations?

0: our leaders, our peoplee‘ ambitions and expressions and life so

cheap in their eyes that we have to be treated with such flagrant

disregard? No, we cannot allow our peoples' cause te be crucified

on the alter of deceit and distortion. We are determined to defend

unto death our right to human dignity, our right to self-

determination. We therefore urge all peaceloving people the world

over - and in particular the US Congress which will econ be

reviewing sanctions against South Africa - to rally behind us till

victory or death.

"We demand :
* Our unconditional and immediate release

* The speedy return of exiles

* The scrapping of repressive security legislation

* The total abolition of the death penalty

* And we support the call of our leaders for the sacking of

Minister of Law and Order and Defence Minister Magnue Malen"
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Unfigrtunately, this time we have no méana to repeal thik éieiehteJ‘
uFirstly, because we are in jail' and secondly because .aut
organisation has suspended the armed struggle [the wisdom of which
decision we are'beginning to doubt in the face of the attitude of
the government].

In the light of our relative dafencelessness against this violence

we can resort to the only weapon left to us * the hunger strike,

But this 13 not to be a hunger strike of a few days. This iSJa

strike to either our death or our release. We have conditionedgaur

minds to accept the fact that we might never see our 10vad’ones
again. We have realised. that we might die - after careful

consideration we have come to the conclusion that we most probably

will die because of the government's known insensitivity and
intransigence. However, we aim to make every death as costly as
possible to this government - a government which has never been and

never will be our own.

So be it.
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"‘ AFRICAT
S.A’TTONAL CLQNGRESS

BRlEFtNG BY MATTHEW PH’OSA ABOUT POLITICAL PRISONERS

T0 Department of Publicity and Information

The ANC is tn agreement with the Human Rights Commission (H R C)

abOut the flgute of 1 146 ctearty tdentltted potlttcat prisoners. but

subject to the qualifications that they state in thetr report Potlttcal

tmprteonment tn South Attica (Aprtt 1991 Special Report SR-tO).

.However - as they oteerty Indicate . this '23 not an exhaustive figure,

and mejm dtscrepanctes have emerged in the Audttcommittee that was

formed two weeks ago to try to come to a conclusion about the number

at politicet prlsonets. At the second meeting of the Audttcommittee

when the H R C submitted their ttgores a senior member of the

Department of Conectlve Servtcesi Gen. Monroe, mentioned that they

have a list of 4000 unrest reteted prisoners. of which they are only

prepared to cenaidec 320 as possible political prisoners. The tmportant

queetton Is on what basis do they make such a dectsston? This was said

the same day that President De tCerk totd the wortd that there are only

about 200 political pottsonets still In South African ieiis. We demand

, that this whole lie! of pttsoners must else be the eubtect ot detelted

dtecueeion and evetuation by the Auditcommihee It we add the 1 146

cleacly identified pottttcet prisons and 4 000 unteet :eteted prtsoners

together there are stilt pcssibly over 5 000 pottttcet prisoners in jett.

In aectdtng Who is a pottttcat ptlscner the Government now ner'owe the

ortgtnel guidettnes at what conetttmee a pottttcat offence and makes a

distinction between thoee who they cett Secunty Prisoners ( ea. people

who have been convicted of treason or under the provisions of the

Internal Security Act). and untest rotated prisoners who they don't

necessarily regard as pottttoet prtsoners. This is one of the major

reasons tor the difference beween thetr figures and those mentioned by

the A N Geno the H R C. it Is Important to note that there Is nothing In

the Pretoria Mlnute that provides for. such a distinction.
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‘5 we the tact that they. have sit the necessary information mum

‘ ‘3’ Fit Government is not helping the A N (Ste identify those who quaitf‘y
3| - . for political prisoner status. There are Instances where they have beert

elnguterty unhelpful and delayed the indemnification process decided

upon. The A N C has already announced our appointees 1 to the Indemnity

Committees on the 30th of September test year, the Government

delayed until February 1991 to do the same and untii now they haven‘t

yet contacted our people. '

There are apparently still a few A N 0 political prisoners who haven‘t

signed the Indemnity application forms, but signing an appiioation form

is not a prerequisite for identification as e poiiticei prisoner or for

release. it is unacceptable tor the Government now to try end use this

es an indicator oi the number of potiticei prisoners. There are aiao

_ provisions for administrative reteases and not ail the prisoners who

qualify tor that have been released.

Of special concern is the situation at the 31 potiticei prisoners who

are stiti on deathrow. Threre is no more: justification for commuting

Strydom‘e sentence and to ieave them there. Added to the already

sentenced prisoners there are eiso 219 ongoing political trials which

invotvee 1 500 accused. We don‘t recognise the Bantuetens end all the

political prisoners who are being kept there must etso be reieaeed.

The new categmy tor the release of prisoners will clearly help to get a

number of peeple released. but it must be pointed out that the Pretoria

Minute does not mention anywhere serious inlury or death as problems

to release a poiittcai prisoner. However, this is hot enough torthe

Government to meet the April 30th‘deadtine, it is important for us to

convey that message— ciearty to the worid, The general amnesty of 6

months for ait prisoners in no compensation for potlttcai prtaonere who 1

must be teieesod immediately.

The A N C entered Into the agreement on the release of potttlcel

piisoners because we wanted to beiieve in the Government’s good faith.

But unfortunateiy they are now turning the Gtoote Schuur end Pretoria

Minutes that are poiiticat doctiments into a legal quagmire. There is

absolutely no reason why the deedtine cannot be met: De Klerk must use

his exeoutive powers to release all poiiticei prisoners tmmedtetety.

What he does in the next few days wiii reflect on his end the

. .covernment's integrity. It the target date is not met the A N C will

hit to assess all the retevaht issues (the reieese at political

ieoners is not the only obatacte) end then make a finding on how to
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