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Mission to the United States

May 1, 1991
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Familieg, friends and supporters of these political prisoners will
fast each Wednezday in support of the hunger strikers and thelr
demands.

The statement from death row prisoners about the hunger strike
which is in protest at the government reneging on its commitmen

in the Pretoria Minute of August 6, to release all political
prisoners by April 30, 1991, reads:

"This was not an eaAsy decision to take nelther do we belleve it
is a reckless decision Oour decision was influenced by political
developments at home and abroad: the reglme's reluctanCe tTo meet

he Harare Declaration and the

democratic order as ..spc.gf;...;ly as
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tn.*:- lt“ ""] ution of the exi
climate of violence AHd 1n*'m id ton from whatever quarter, as w

v g
B 11
as the commitment ¢to stability and a peaceful process oOf

negotiations, as contalnedg '.-1'! paragraphs 3 and 4 of the Pretoria
Minute.
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"The ANC went even further than the document required by suspending
all armed activities, in the interests of moving as speedily as
could be to remove all obstacles in the way of peaceful negotiated
settlement., It has done more than its "negotiating partner”. The
ANC should have been the one rewarded by the European Community and
other governments for its initiatives, They should have maintained
sanctions and disinvestment as well as the cultural and sports
boycotts,

"WThe regime, apparently in connivance with some governments,
particularly those always willing to reward, reneged on almost all
agreements and promises. Our exile community which the regime
agreed in the Pretoria Minute would be home no later than the end
of December, 1950, is not home yet. Political persecution remains
the order of the day. Political prisoners are still rotting in
dark dungeons and grim gulleys. Indemnities are granted, refused,
and taken away at the regime's whim. ©Our leaders are hunted down,
detained and even tortured under stringent security legilslation.
State orchestrated violence is escalating by the day particularly
in African communitiaes, Yet the EEC had the temerity to 1lift
sanctions against the wishes of the oppressed, the victims, as a
"good gesture to encourage the reform process.

tWe ask what reforms? Our brothers are dying. The regime has met
but a small proportion of the pre-conditlions. We thought the EC
had to consult and take the views of the oppressed into account
first, particularly when it was they who persuaded the EC €o
disinvest in the firet place, Are they so arrogant that they dare
to ignore with such impunity consensus resolutions adopted by the
OAU, the Non-Aligned Movement and the United Nations?

Or our leaders, our peoples' ambitions and expressions and 1ife so0
cheap in their eyes that we have to be treated with such flagrant
disregard? No, we cannot allow our pecples' cause to be ¢crucified
on the alter of decelt and distortion. We are determined to defend
unto death our right to human dignity, our right to self-
determination. We therefore urge all peaceloving people the world
over - and in particular the US Congress which will soon be
reviewing sanctions against South Africa = TO rally behind us till
victory or death.

# Our unconditional and immediate release

* The speedy return of exlles

# The scrapping of repressive security legislation
* The total abolition of the death penalty
%
M

"We demand

And we support the call of our leaders for the sacking of
inister of Law and Order and Defence Minister Magnus Malan"
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Unfortunately, this time we have no means to repeal this violence.
Firstly, becauze we are 1in jJjail and secondly because our
organisation has suspended the armed struggle (the wisdom of which

decision we are beginning to doubt in the face of the attitude of
the government].

In the light of our relative defencelessness against this violence
Wwe can resort to the only weapon left to us - the hunger strike,

But this is not to be a hunger strike of a few days. This is a
strike to either our death or our release, We have conditioned our
minds to accept the fact that we might never see our loved ones
again, We have realised that we night dle = after careful
consideration we have come to the conclusion that we most probably
will die because of the government's Xknown insensitivity and
intransigence. However, we aim to make every death as costly as
possible to this government - a government which has never been and
never will be our own.

S0 be it,
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BRIEFING BY MATTHEW PHCSA ABQUT POLITICAL PRISONERS
To Department of Publicity end Information

The ANC ie In agreement with the Human Rights Commission (H R C)
about the figure of 1 1468 ciearly identifled political prisoners, bul
subject to the qualifications tnal they state in their repcrt Political
Impriscnment In South Africa (April 1691 Special Report SR-10).
However - as they clearly Incicaie - this i8 nof an exhaustive figurs,
and major discrepancies have emerged in the Auditcommiliee thal wes
formed two weeks ago to try to come (o & gonclusion about the number
of political prisoners. At the gecond meeting of the Auditcommitiee
~han the H R C submitied thelr flgures & seniof member ¢f the
Department of Corrective Services, Qen. Monroe, mentioned that they
have & list of 4000 unrest reiated prisoners, O which they are only
prepared o consider 320 &8 possible political prisoners. The important
question Is on what bagis do they make such a decission? Thie was said
the same day that President De Kerk 10id the world that there are onty
about 200 political prisoners still in South African jails. We demand
that this whole list of prisoners must alsd be e subject of dstelied
discussion and evaluation by the Audilcommitiee if we add the 1 146
clearly identified political priscne and 4 OQU unrest related prisonsfrs
logether there are siill pessibly over 5 000 politica! prisoners in jail.

In geclding who (s & political priscner ins Government now narrows the
original guidelines of what conatitutes & political offence and mekes a
distinction between those who they call Saecurity Prisoners ( e.g. people
who have been convicted of treason cor under tne arovisions ¢f the
Internal Securlty Act), and unrest relaied prisoners who they dont
necessarily regard as political prisoners. This & one of the major
reasons for the difference beween thelr figures and those menticned by
the A N C.and the H R C. It 18 Important ta noté that there I8 nothing In
the Pretoria Minute thet provides for such a distinction.

m Skweylya, D. Omar, M. Coleman and A. Chaskelson
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e Dgspite the fact that they have all the necessary information available
" the Government is not helping the A N C to identify those who quality

- for political prisoner status. There are instances where they have been
singularly unhelpful and delayed the indemnification process decided

upon. The A N C has already announced our appointees ' to the Indemnity
Commiltees on the 20th of Septoember last year, the Government
delayed until February 1991 to do the same and untll now they haven't
yet contacted our paopla. '

There are apparently still 8 few A N G political prisoners who havent
signed the indsmnily application forms, bul signing an application form
is not a prerequisile foi dentification as a political prisoner or for
releass. It is unaccepiable for the Government now to try anc usé this
as an indicator of the number of nolitical prisonera. There are algo
provisions fof adminisirative releases and not all the prigsoners who

qualify for that have been released

Ot special concern i8 the aftuation of the 31 political prisoners who
are still on deathrow. Threre 18 no moral justification for commuting
Strydom's sentence anc 1o save them there. Added to the already
gentenced prisoners tnere are also 218 ongoeing political irials which
involves 1 500 accusad, We dont racognise the Banfustans and eall the
political prisoners who are being kept there must also be released.

The new category for the release of prisoners will clearly help 10 get &

number of people released, but it mugl be pointed out that the Fretoria

Minute does not mention anywhers serlous Injury or death as problems

lo release a political prisoner. HOwever, this is not encugh for the

Government io meet the Aptil q0th deadline, it is important for us 10

convey that message clearly 10 e world. The general amneaty of €

months for ail prisoners ia no compensation for political prisoners who i

must be released immediately.

The A N C entered Into the agreement on the release of political
prisoners because we wvanted to believe in tne Government's good faith.
But unfortunately they aré nNow wrning the Groote Schulr and Pretoria

Minutes that are political documents intc a legal gquagmire. There I8
absolutely no reason wny ithe deadline cannot be met; De Klerk must use

nis executive powers to release all political prisoners immediately,

¥

what he does in the next Tew days wiil reflect on his and the
aovernment's integrity. (f the target date is not met the A N C will

i)

jhave 10 &sS383S all the relevent issues (the release of political
ippisoners is not the only obstacle) and then make & finding on how 1o
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