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Sadtu courts rival unions,

but they play hard to get

VZ

Madisha says unity is in teachers’ lnterests but others say
educators arenota homogenous group, wrltes Dalsv Jones:

OFFERING to give up its
name, and even to demote its
president to the rank of a
branch chairman, the SA
Democratic Teachers’ Union
(Sadtu) could not have been
more explicit this week about
its desire for the unification
of SA’s three main teacher
trade unions.

.Sadtu, which represents
more than 200 000 teachers

— or more than half of the §

country’s 360 000 public
school teachers — celebrat-
ed its 10th anniversary this
week. The union is aligned to
the Congress of SA Trade
Unions (Cosatu).

Speaking at a public de-
bate with the National Profes-
sional  Teachers’ Organisa-
tion of SA (Naptosa) and the
SA Onderwysersunie on Tues-
| day, Sadtu president Willie
Madisha ‘said Sadtu would agree
to operate ‘under another name
if the other two umons would
agree ' % ctural umty

In"an int
Madisha — also the president of
Cosatu» said Sadtu’s drive for
unity zan parallel to Cosatu’s call
for one union per industry.

“I would be willing to give up
the.position of Sadtu president
_tocementumty, he said.

SA's second-biggest teach-
ers’ union, Naptosa, with 100 000
members, poured cold water on
Sadtu’s vision following the ami-
able debate. “Teacher umty is
not high on our ‘agenda,” said
Naptosa executive duector Hen—
ry Hendricks. '

i “Sadtp is a politically aligned
union and we are fundamentally
not aligned We .cannot over-
come these differences in a two-
hour debate., -

- “Teacher unity appears to be
hxgh on (Sadtu’s) agenda, but

; the
were

the future:
; union ‘Ui

,ﬁts-all” organlsation
e 5gen | 4 womibe naive to

then why have they not ap-
proached us? If they approach
us, we will sit in a meetmg with
them." Hendncks said. .
yyens, pres:dent -of

erview yesterday, '"'eénln i le r
"“unity was currentlya dream.”

“Only time Will tell us what-
ght bri ng— ,ade
‘i a"si
ture or trade union _uni
through dxversnty," hesaid. =

During the debate, Naptosa

’president Dave Balt said it was

not possible to squeeze all SA’s
teachers easily into a one—size-

maglne
that we are a homogenous g group
that can be represented by a sin-
gle union,’ "he said. !

‘Sadtu general secretary Thu-
las Nxesi challenged Balt.to ex-
plam what could “divide ‘teach-
ers, qmce the yl‘rad the same eco-
nomic interes

. Sadtu deputy president ‘Ed-
wm Pillay went one step further,

~areality”..

“derwyse.rsunie, said there

saying the unions did not
seem to have a sufficient
sense of urgency regarding
the question of unity.

“We are all in-comfort
zones and want to protect
that. The thrust towards sin-
gle structural unity seems to
be something we want to
keep in our minds,” he said.

Balt said the reality at
grassroots level. was that
teachers who belonged to the
different unions did not see
eyetoeye.

“In classrooms and staif
rooms there are different per-
spectives.. . National and

. provincial leaders should be
seen to be more compatible
on issues; it will water down,”
he said. Teacher unity was
“the:first_prize by far, but

there is a fair amount of work to
be done before that can become

- Ma 'S
ftant reason for umty was to se-
cure decent. remuneration and
conditio §of‘emp'loyment _
AVe believe, we should com-
»@th te the ‘teacher unity process
“to erad testation be-
- twéen rl':ers “to approach
‘our common employer from a
unlted position,” hesaid

“cause government s growth, em-
_‘ployment " and _ redistribution
(Gear) pohcy had negative impli-

.+ cations for education. Gear led

to “budget cuts, downsizing, pri-

. vatisation and‘the shifting of the
burden for social services onto
the poor”, Madisha said.

- He was confident that ideo-
logical, cultural and political dif-
ferences could be overcome.

“We can. transcend this to
achieve _unity.... Development
and education = must reign
supreme,” he said.
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~ “WHO is this Willie Madisha guy?
{1 Where does he come from? We don’t
110 KNOW hims ™50 % = 58 ¥ s
~ | would not have understood the
- Pparanoia in Mbu's questions about the
. Congress of SA Trade Unions
;+ (Cosatu) president— posad around
;« the time of the labour federation’s

1i; old acquaintance from Port Elizabeth

nofthe 1980s.7 -

. Inthose days Mbu was a die-hard

i Supporterof the movement” —the

». African National Congress (ANC) and
its allies. Self-styled disciplinarians

. like Mbu, with their blind sense of

- loyalty to the movement, were a

. idol Manqina were among the leaders
;- of Amabutho,_the youths of our

_»generation who literally ran the Port
Elizabeth townships. Those were the
.guys for whom Winnie Mandela’s now
.infamous remark about “our
matches...” struck a chord.

Thatwas the era when those who
dared question the atrocities
committed by some of our supposed
revolutionaries easily became the
sworn enemies of “the people”. But it

_was also the era of Desmond Tutu, and
United Democratic Front leaders Valli
Moosa and Murphy Morobe, who '

- lacked the “wisdom” that other people
~ had of keeping quiet. They spoke out
against some ofthe actions of their

_comrades so the credibility of our

- struggle could be maintained.

Alotof things have changed since
those days. Mbu has a family, and is

NC leadership’s fingers

~congress last month—were he notan

demagogic, intolerant lot. Mbu and his’

“no longer that interested in politics”.
He wants to returnto Port Elizabet
and starta business. - et

" He likes the way “Cosatu comrades
make us see these things” but—and
here is the point— he disapproves of
the way the Cosatu president criticises
the ANC president, ?
<5 President Thabo Mbekiis “atried’;

‘:and tested leader”, Mbu says, and in
-the tradition of the movement, you do

not speak the way Madishadoesto -

: leaders like Mbeki unless youhavea .

hidden agenda.

There was time when the
marketplace of ideas was found at
ANC rallies and public meetings. It
was there that the ANC brought
together disparate social forces into
one entity whose primary goal was the

emancipation of the majority of this
country. An erstwhile ANC activist now
rapidly climbing the corporate ladder
still reminisces over the slogan that
captureditall: “The ANC lives, the
ANC leads.” i

Through organised labour;the - ..
civics and the churches; the party had
its finger on the pulse. No one was
better positioned to assess the full
effect of truculent police actions in our
townships, the inhumane living
conditions, a debased education
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system. This put‘fhe ANC inthe un,ique

position notonly of being ableto
articulate eloquently the aspirations of
most South Africans, butalso putitin
the forefront of the formulation.of
policy alternatives. = \ v *

; ANC secretary-genéral Kgalema 3 {.a
- Motlanthe, in his reporttothe party’s :
' recent general council meeting,

lamented the factthatthe party

seemed to be losing that magnetism. | i ]
Perhaps itis because itis losingits link | Pahad is thatitis his ministry that is

y

with “the people”. “i R ;
An example of why this may be so

can be found in the shortcomingsof * .. youth commission offers no.new ideas /the bloated egos of arrogant ministers

pension distribution in the Eastern
Cape. Thatittook a Grahamstown
High Court judge, and notthe ANC, to
highlight these problems is a betrayal
of the people and of what ourfallen = 7
heroes stood for. Itis an indictment of
the former liberation movement. The =
ANC kept quietbecause it worried “**
about how government would look in
the media, il = L R

Further, should it really matter to
government communications political
chief Essop Pahad if some columnist
believes opposition leader Tony Leon
is a “self-confident white male” who
“always opposed” apartheid? We
know the truth, do we not?

1 »whoare at home discussing vital

“him fired?” after the minister is asked
~-whether he believes HIV ca
The ANC’s nq ;

¥ waround grandiosely, &
i § 'al(agatgons of care'y
~Opportunism agai
-theiractionsinto q Sk
- ltwasamandate given notonly by
. Mbuand the traditional ANC support
. | base, butalso by intellectuals and
"+ otherindependent-minded people.
!+ Theyfeltthe ANC had earned their *
. respect, andthatit was perhaps the s k!
only party with the integrity and
leadership to build a modern
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Butthen again, Pahad should be , democracy andworkforthe =, .. 4 e
worriedif the ANC constituencyis ~ *betterment of this country, of Africa 1 #
| ready tobelieve that. andof humanity. <0 <0 5 i i i
+ What should really be worrying The ANC dare not abuse this X

tl mandate. It dare not allow that dream
*charged with responsibility for youth ' to evaporatg around the'hot heads of . 1
-andwomen’s affairs. Why is itthatthe * | party bureaucrats, or disappear within
! onhowto pglp buildanew-armyof.: | who think they have all the answers to '
~ bankable, intelligent young people | SA's problems. Someone fromthe. ...
. whocan bring an entire kwaito . 1 7+| ANC has to do something before the
- generation to a polling station, and | next generation starts asking: “What is
* Ithis ANC, where does it come from?”
politi¢al matters of the day? f . ol i v
Luthuli House, the headquarters of __
the ANC, could be more than simply a
building where the head of the
presidency, Smuts Ngonyama,
concocts views on whether HIV
causes AIDS. Perhaps Ngonyama
should devote his time to supporting
the ANC health desk’s scientific and
medical experts’work onthe disease,
‘.and even persuading ANC ministers to
| leave the unitto deal with the
challenges facing the public around
the issue, including challenging
government's views if need be.
-Ifthat could be achieved, it would
be unnecessary, for example, fora
minister’s media official frantically to
ask ajournalist: “Do you want to get

¢
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RO THE DEMOCHATIC TRAIN

IGHT now there are sn-.

called tragditional leaders
- Whn are-threatening vio-

during the coming

lwal i’C-Wl‘ telections if their
concerns are not afdressed.

 One wonders how respoasibile

community leaders can - talk
about -violence when they are
still engaged in regotiations with
President Thabo Mbeki on their
concerns about - their powers
vis-a-vis those of elected counml

lars.

Ifeelitishightimeﬂutwepeaoe
loving democrats of South Africa
asked ourselves about-where the
interes:s of our traditional leaders
liz, Are they concerned abont the
well-being of the mnillions of
historically-impoverished pecple
under their jurisdiction?

Or are they only interesed in
their own narrow interests? I am
asking this because of the follow-
ing: the Constitution of our country
(one of the best constitutions in
the warld) spells out clearly that
“the local sphere of goverament
consists of municipalities, which
must be established for the whole
of the territory of the republic’.
(Section 151.1) 2

Hence, themunicipality demarca-
tion board had a mammoth task to
work out new boundaries for demc-

. cratically-elected local government

structures, (Which is the last lap of
tae democratisation of our country,
after the burial of apartheid on
April 27 1994) As far as I can
remerber, there is no mention of

' diripping traditional leaders of

suppression and repression.
Therefore, it makes a ot of senss

wviaomuwmuﬁormthekwﬂ :

tution of traditional leadsrs to
enabieit to co-exist with democratic
structures. We have a good exarnpiz
of this scenario just next tc us in
Lesothp, and in European countries
such as Denmark, Britain, Sweder.,

. Norway and others.

| Now is the time 10 openly and publicly debuate the roi of traditional leaders

in our new demccratic South Africa, comments Mtholephi Mthimkhulu.

their powers. if ther truly represent
people, why do they fear demo-
cracy? Why can they not work hand-
in-glove with elected represen-
tatives of the people?

SURELY, I value the institution of
traditionat leaderskip, but the point
is -hat it must co-exist with demo-
cratic stuctures. The Taditional
leaders ¢laim that the elected coun-
cil system will erode their powers.

I fail to understand what they
aciually mean by these powers. Do
they niean  powers to dictate to
peoplemtheiru'ibalareas'?Dcﬂley
mean powers 1o demand various
levies from the poor rural commu-
nities?

Do they mean powers to force reople
to belong to political parties of their
{traditional leacders ) choice?

Surely if enswers to the above
questions are affirmative, it will
mean we did mt know what we

_"_w_

Let us call a spade

a spade. People in

rural areas under

some fraditional

jeaders live under -
oppression,

suppression and
FEgIESEION

were struggling for when we fonght
for the towal abolitior of oppression.
Let me paint a clear picture about
the life of the people in rural tribat
areas.
1 am qualified encugh to give an

life is under most traditional lead-
_ers because I was born in a rural
mba]amandrmrfamllyandmh-

n -this is com;
authoritative lescription of how .of

tives (paternal and materaal) are
stilllivingunderanmn-(dmﬂ.
Firstly, in a tribal area it is only
an inkosi and his trival authority -
whodecldeonnmmmmct
inghispeople. - -

. LOCAL mmssmamm of

1 sincerely do not want to see the
evai)oratiqn of the traditional
ership institution, precisely
because 1 regard it as part of our
-heritage. My concluding word of

. advieewou.h‘adltmnallemhmis :
.. Q Histery will be agzinst them 'f
heythinkntopposmgthetideof‘

‘democracy

O Taey must recall what hap-
pened. to: he - French absolute
t> block the democratisation of
France towsrds the end of the 18th
~. eentury and also, many other tra-
diﬂonal }auhrs m other comtries

; Sm.uh.Aﬂ:Iun 1lrl!,oxlitic:ml leaders

" &re not immune to that. People,

. world-wide, including those of

disrespectiil and pnmitared.
That §s why an inkas will inshrudt:
his izindung to collect a certain
ameunt in contribations from each.-
homestéad and no one will be -
allowed to ( %mﬂ&hk
the

democracy?

Latunuﬂaspadeamm
i rural areas usider somse tradition:
al leaders Tive umlu- omdtm

South Africa, fought for democracy
Ao will never tolerate any force
Mmhm&am&bm
‘We are now.at thé dawn of the 21st
‘oentury - thatninufdemmcy.s
-mnatoppadble. <
Mmohﬂdm#nkhuta is

mw« . African:- Notlona! Oongms‘
. Mmber of Parlicment in
Namwmaf:heﬂwbwbt

-Rotecutive Comimtites . He wrote this
Wh#bmlmﬂu
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