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Bush’s motives not clear

IN Africa, American 'presidents
are generally mensured against
their predecessors, Across the
region today, thousands of men
born in the early 19608 carry the
name of former president John
Kennedy, stili remembered as an
advocate of Independence and
decolonisation.

Former presidents Rilt Clinton
and Jimmy Carter remain deeply
admired and respected in Africa.
They not only took the time to visit
the continent but also demon-
strated a genuine concern for the
needs of its people, and for the
underdog in general. President
George Bush, by contrast, is
ranked with figures such as his
father, and former presidenty
Iyndon Johnson and Richard
Nixon, who could not find Alrica
on the map except as a sideshow to
the Cold War or as a place of
strategic value because of its oil,
gold, diamonds, uranlum, and
other precious minerals,

The democratic revolutions In
Africa have heen due in no amall
measure to US pressure - a contri-
bution that Africa’s people, if riot
their leaders, have pgenerally
appreciated. In many countrics in
Africa, such as Kenya, the Unlted

‘Sialen has effectively used its clout

_In the World Bank and the Inter-

natlonal Monctary Fund to foster
reforma.

But  Africans. (Increasingly
wonder whether this pressure for
change has been for the benefit of
the African people or for the hen-
efit of US political and commercial
interests,

‘Irade  liberalisation  has
opened the door to a flond of
Imports from the United States,
Enrope, and Asia - many of which
undermine local Industry.

At the same time, industri-
alised countries maintain protec-
tionist policies that keep many
African products off the global
market,

The present administration has
pledged to push the US Congress

to extend the African Growth and .

Opportunity Act (Agon) beyond
its 2008 expiration date.

But some (rade unfons com-
plain that the Agoa, which offers
tangible iIncentives for African
countriecs to libernlise their
economles in exchange for greater
nccess to the US market, Includes
little or no protections for labour
rights and has largely benefited
forcign-owned businesses based In
Afrien.

And then there js the war

agalast Iraq. Africa generally sup-
poried the US attack on
Afghanistan as a legitimate action
{n the global campaign agsinst ter-
rorism. But Bush has heen vnable
to sell the attack on Iraq in the
same light.

One of the few African coun-
tries to join the “coalition of ihe
willing” fs Ethlopla. But that sup-
port secms part of a calculated
effort to win US backing in
Ethiopia‘s disputes with the col-
Japsed Somali state, which is

believed to provide a bridgehead .
terrorist -

for Middle Eastern
incursions into East Africa and the
Horn.

Even In a country such as .

Kenya, which has felt the brunt of '

terrorist attacks against US and

Isracil Interests (the 1998 1S

embassy bombing and the 2002
Paradise Hotel bombing), there is
deep suspiclon that the war in
Jraq was an attempt to seize Iraqi
oit or to finish the job that the
senlor George Bush chose not to
conclude In the 1991 Gulf War.

More broadly, the war rein-
forced the impression that this
president holds multilateralism in
utter contempt, useful only where
it could be used to advance narrow
US interests.
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‘Weak African states pose danger to U.S. interests

- Sept 11, Bush and Africa

JRFEREY HERRST and GREGMRAS.___
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tnatitute’s African terror-

ism programme. A

P. 5/11



"9.Jul. 2008 10:26 -

2 Wednesday July © 2003 SOWETAN |

T LAST, Mr George W Bush,
America’s controversial and
flary president, has arrived.

rmed and . Don't
stand in his way. He will snuff you out!
But there Is very little for Africans o
look forward to,

Despite his protestations to the con-
trary, Mr Bush's aldes have spent count-,
less hours in the past few weela trying
fo prepare him ta come acroan as a
caring preaident, They have falled npec- *
tacularly. In the end, he just comes
acroan a8 himself® a verified heartless
rightwinger. Period! No amount of spin
can help repackage him.

Ondinarily, things would be dif-
ferent. For a Republican president, he
looks surprisingly generous to a conti- *
nent that hardly in his vocabu-
lary a few montha ago. Weeks before his |
African safori this week, he announcede
& series of measures designed to provide
evidence that he cares about unger and
ill-health in Africa. He announced that
his administration would spend some
§15 billion in fighting Aldg “oversens” .

: el
chalrman of ATT Interational, ss his
Aids tsor. Randy, a5 he affectionstcly
calls bim, has yet to be confirmed.
Right!

“We will work quickly to get help to

chasing low-cost anti-retroviral med-
ications and other drugs that are needed
1o save tives, We will aet up a broad and
efficient network to deliver drugs to the
farthest reaches of Africa, even by
motorey : cle or bicycle”, he said, Good
g e :
. In theory, at least, this is a grest inl-
tiative, However, closer scrutiny of the
detalls will show up the problems.
Chief among theae are the conditions of
these druga which delay - but don't cure
~ the onact of Alds, allowing sufferers
(who follow the complex procedures
consumption) to live longer and pro-
ductive lives. The drugs have to be'

Y
compliance with these conditions than.
fighting the discase. A classical case of
“fiddling while Rome is burning”,
Probably, the best favour he can do
for Africann s to allow them this vight’
and stop delaying moves in the World -

possible. The recond problem s that
Africa has wasied to0 much tme
ajready in foshioning out an effective
s and a credible response to the dissase. :
1 LA
President.

" Grading the
; .. GeorgeW.

[NKATHA FREEDOM PARTY

Over H0-millivn people have dicd and
‘more stand to, The future of Aids lics
clsewhere: in Asia, China to be exact,
8o, in the final analysis, it is more
fempting to spend more billions in
saving 0 potentially lucrative market
like China which, like Africa, has
ignored Aids, but, unlike Africa, has a
vast population. :

Also, $15 billion Jooks like a bigger
if you are poor. If you are not, like Mr
Bush, it is not, Thera is more left where
Mr Bush has token. America i5 one of

the stingiest donors in the world. What
it gives to the worlkd's poor pales into
insignificance when compared with aid
other less wealthy, but generous, donors
such as the Scandinavian nations,
But it is not o much for money that
Afticans will not celebrate Mr Bush's
vigit, Tt is hecouse he truly does not
really care that much about this conti-
nent. Africans have long memories. The
continent hardly featured during his
¢election campaign. It was only alter the
vicious attack by terrorists on New York

and Washington on September 11 2001 |
that Africa’s strategic significance
began to matter,

On the eve of his visit here, he
announced that he would be spending
$100 miltion in upgrading airport and
port security against terrorists in Fast
Africa ~ a region which has suffered
repented terror attacks.

He is almost 'liternlly buying
Africa’s support for his campaign
against terror. Affica did not mind him
flattening Afghanistan in search of

-

Usama bin Laden - the masterming of
the September 11 attacks. But they have
been rattled by his attack of Iraq without
the United Natlons authority. Even
though the war has tumed out (o be
awifl, it is a sore point that Mr Bush
{aunched it without the UN. Worse, it is

fecling on this continent that Mr Bush
jgnored the UN if ita

alised Mr Colin Powsl), his black secre-
tary of state, in hia Iraql war plans.
- Also, his duplichious foreign policy

"has been a great concem, In pumuing
* terrorists, he has

gone to bed with dieta-
tom, like Gen Pervez Musharaf of Pak-
istan, who shot his way to power.

.+ His disdain for Africa ia shown in
his timing of the visit: to coincide with
the African Union. His visit is likely o
obacure the AL"s summit in Miputo,

fed
Africans, Thix haz everything to do with
his behaviour in and out of office: while
world leader converged in Johannes-
burg to discuss how to reduce poverty,
he stayed home o prepare for an attack
on Iraq. He withdrew the signature of
his and Africa's friend, Mr
Bill Clinton it support of the establish-
ment of the International Criminal
Court. Instead, Mr Bush hma gone to
extremes t0 ensure that American
troops are not prosecuted by thik court.
He ix now punishing countries like
South Africa by cutting military help if
they refuse to geant ampesty o US

troops. y

Fingally, in trade too. Mr Bush has
failed to impress. He has done very little
10 give WTO talks a chance to succeed
in cutting financlal ald to fatthers from
rich countriea. Africana look up to these
talka with hope of helping their exports.
Instead, Mr Bush, through his farm bill,
is propping up US farmers even some
more, Thia makes it harder for African
tive in US mar-
kets. This is on top of the $1 billion that
America and Europe give each day (o
their spoilt farmers. His apparcnt rush to
agree a free trade deat with the Southemn
African Customs Union (inctuding SA)
al30 has less to do with the desire tohelp
this African trading bloc, but more to do
with the iransatlantic grudge America
beary against Europeans. Several years
2go, Europeans clinched 8 comprehen-
pive deal with SA, securing a foothold
in this market.

Still, Mr Bush may yet disappoint
Africa. That i3 if ha wants, Ox, i it, if he
sees something he likes heral

exports o be

P. 6/11
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IEC moots Braille ballots

THE Independent Electoral Commis-
sion had not yet decided whether a
special Brille ballot template for
blind voters will be used in next
year's general elections, the TEC said
yesterday.

Acting chief electoral officer
Mosotho Moepya was commenting
on reports last week that the “We-
Shop~ community organisation in
Cape Town had been instrumental in

Y

preparing a special ballot paper for
the visually impaired.

We-Shop director Willy Mathys
said the project had designed a
Braille-based template in 1994,
which was only recognised by the
IEC in 1999.

However, it was not used during
the poll of that year, possibly because
electoral staff had not been trained.

Moepya said visually impaired
voters in 1999 were helped in voting
by a person of their choice, which
could include the presiding officer or
electoral staff at the voting station.

He said a ballot template had also
provided at every voting station.

“A voter had to know the
sequence of the parties on the ballot
paper in order to select the corre-
sponding window on the template to
raark the ballot paper,” Mocpya said.

He said Braille inscriptions were
not used as few blind people were
able to read Braille.

Moepya said the ballot template
for the 1999 elections had been pre-,
pared by the IEC, - Sapa *
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Bush lays moral
foundation for
trip at slavery site

herded cnto ships for a perilous

Windful ... US President George W Bush listéns to opening remarks before speaking during a visit to Goree Istand, a § e e ik

lessons of history at this
Importamt site.™

Slavery had existed in Africa
since ancient times, with slaves
captured in battle ofien sold to
Arab traders. But it was only
with the arvival of the
Eurcpeans that it became a fully

4 Ze avviies

flodged indusiry - Sapa-AFP
M In an article in The Srar:
yestenday the age of President
Thabo Mbeki’s legal advisor, -
Mojanin Gambi, was given er-
romecusly as 54 . Gumbi is in
fact 4.

The Star regrets tha error.
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South African political big guns snub lunch with Bush.
By Naxolo Kweza e B iy parfiament Pallo ﬁ'mm,;m" e
Jordan said he was invited, ‘“but [ won’t  the two coundries have bilateral rela-

A select group of South African polifi- Sorme politicians have decided not to
hegning.lwillheinCapeTwn.” SACP 2s a party has no rela-

cians has been invited to lonch today attend the lunch in Pretoria because

with Cnited States President Gearge W _Mmmwwm South African Communist Party
Bush and his wife Lauora, but some of others have made it clear they were ot general secretary Blade Nzimande
.them bave spubbed invites from the interested in spending time with the US said:“1 was invited, but I apologised for
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 isigwebo sentambo?

MHLELI: UHulumeni
we-African National

lapho ayisonta intamo yafa.
Congress, wenza iphutha

eneminyaka eyishumi, ageda

‘ngokuvala isigwebo
sentambo, futhi
angazi nje ukuthi
Isizathu esenza |
athathe lesi sinqumo
yisiphi.

 Akhona amacala
afanelwe yisigwebo
sentambo. Ngenze
isibonelo: Indoda
ixabane nomkayo
noma nentombi
ebihlala nayo, isuke
lapho ithumbe
abazukulu bale
ntombi abayizingane
ezincane
yayobaklinya endle
bobane.

Indoda
eneminyaka engu-30
idlwengule isalukazi
esineminyaka

engu- 99, esingaboni
+ emehlweni.

" Yabanjwa ngamaphoyxsa

leyo ndoda. \
Amadoda amablll

adlwengule ingane

Izigebengu zangena esejari

kadokotela

njengeziguli magede -

zamdubula
zambulala , zathatha
imoto yakhe nemali.

Noma uHulumeni
ezibona izinto zinje,
kufa abantu, kepha
yena lo Hulumeni
we-ANC
akanandaba ngoba
nakhu akafuni
ukubuyisa isigwebo
sentambo,

Mina owami
umbono uthi
umuntu obulale
omunye umuntu
akabulawe naye
nohlukumeze
impilo yezingane
noma yabantu
besifazane
ngempela nabo
kufanele babulawe,

Bayekelweni bona na?

Qiniso Khumalo
KWAMASHU

. /11
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Zingcono
ngani izikole
zabelungu?

esikhathl sikahulument
NsvaKwaZulu ongasekho
ingane yomunye
woNggongqoshe owayephethe
umNyango weMfundo yabe Jfunda
kwesinye sezikole ezizimele

. samantombazane esibjza kunazo
zonke kuleli zwe.

Lo Ngaongqoshe wabe engayedwa
kulokhu ngoba nezinye izikhulu
ezimnyama ezaziphethe imfundo,
hhayi nje lapha KwaZulu-Natal
kuphela, kodwa nakwezinye izabelo
zabamnyama, zazithumela izingane
zazo ezikoleni ezikhethekile, Nakule
Ningizimu Afrika yentando yeningi
ngeke uyithole ingane yesikhulu
ifunda esikoleni okwakungesaba-
mnyama bodwa phambilinl.

. Empeleni ngisho kungaba yisikole
ebesikade singesabelungu bodwa
kugqala, kodwa manje sesigcwele
abamnyama, labo abamnyama
abanamandla bayazikhipha
izingane zabo kuso, bazithumele
lapho kusenabelungu abaningi
khona!

Izolo sishicilele udaba ngothisha
abamnyama nabo abakhala
ngezinga “eliphansi” lemfundo
ezikoleni okwakungezabamnyama
hodwa. Bathi les! slmo sabenza
bayisa Izingane zaho ezikolen!
ezazifunda abelungu bodwa
phambilini. Ngabe lokhu kusho
ukuthini ngendlela esizibuka ngayo
thina ndlu emnyama?

Uma uNggongqoshe wezeMfundo
engasethembl isikole esiphethwe
ngumNyango wakhe ~ angakwazi

ukwenza uguquko kuso - ukuthi
singanika ingane yakhe imfundo
esezingeni, nothisha engafuni
ingane yakhe ifunde esikoleni
afundisa kuso, ngabe mlayezo muni
awunika izwe? Usebenzelani kulo
mNyango uma engeke akwazi
ukwenza umehluko?

Uma izingane zezikhulu zezinyu-
nyana zothisha zigibela amabhasi
namatekisi ziyofunda ezikoleni
okwakungezezinye izinhlanga
phambilini, mlayezo muni
eziwunika abazali abanezingane
ezifunda ezikoleni zasemalokishini
nasemakhaya?

Siyaqonda uma umzall esehlala
edolobheni, ingane yakhe ifunda
esikolen! esiseduze nalapho ehlala
khona, kodwa uma unguthisha
uhlala elokishini, bese uthatha
ingane yakho uyithumele
edolobheni ukuze fyothola imfundo
“engeono”, yimuphi umlayezo
owunika abazali bezingane
ozifundisayo? Uke uzibuze ukuthi
yini oyenzayo ukwenza ngcono
{zinga lemfundo esikoleni osebenza
kuso, noma-ke umehluko ezinganeni
ozifundisayo?

Kulabo abakhala ngesilungu,
kuyihlazo ukuthi sithumela
izingane zethu ezikolent
zakobelungu ukuba ziyofunda
ukukhuluma isiNgisi ezweni
labantu abamNyama.,

Asisho ukuthi 1siNgisi
asibalulekile, kodwa sithini
ngezilimi zakithi zomdabu?

Ngokubona kwethu umuntu
omnyama ngeke akhululeke
ngokuphelele engakakhululekl
ngokwenggondo, afunde
ukuzilungisela izinto lapho ehlala
khona kunokulangazelela
“eziphucuzekile” zabezizwe.

Ilungelo lokuvota alithi shu uma
singakwazi ukuzighayisa, sizazise
ngemvelaphi yethu.
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pmldentm aircraft,
Alr Force One, touched down at
10.86pm. Three vehicles with
South African and US special

" forces troops raced down the tar-

mac behind Bush's aircraft, and
a helicopter hovered to the east
of the landing strip.
A State President's honour
marched on to the apron

. guard on
and took up position in front of

Alr Force One as the red carpat
was rolled out.

U8 Ambassador Cameron
Hume stepped on to the aircraft

" first to welcome Bush, his wife

tary of State

" up at the red carpet, where

Forelgn Minister Nkosazana
Diamin}-Zuma - who had fown

§
:
i

- African security a

Rl N

“Warm Welcoine for
Bush on a chllly nlght

sanctions” by terminnating de.

d fence ald to 36 countries, in-

cluding South Africa, because
they had not met a July 1 dead-
line to indemnify American eiti-
zens from prosecution by the

; International Criminni Court,

The defence minlstry said ihe

ald was worth $7.6miillon,

about R50 million,

The Bush adminlstration sald
jt feared that the International
ecourt = which presides over
cases of war crimes, genocldo

B and crimes against humanity ~

UNHEDSutuPr!sldentGeage
? battery of flashlights as they walk .
mm&\drmivalatWaWWAMmmmm Cue

The road all the way to the Bulhhnlmﬂedlvmttol
hote} was lined with police vehi: military base near Pretoria to

i
7

¢les, their lights flashing. avoid further embarrassment
Securlty in and around over "mmt.ry

Waterkloof had heen ulitra-tight, elapped on 8A
ernment sources

with the entire

wrroundlng NOW READ g g
area  aroun CAN , - 8ald’ e
bbdwdoﬂ‘hva m"p'ﬁég'u.sﬁ'm ricans were “too
embarrassed

heavy  South

Dozens of ponm
re|
raphers ind TVcamera

had gathered to record the
president's arrival —
end had only the
glimpse of the man.

ald to South Africa one weel

beﬁmBunhmduehmlva.
US announced last week
lmposlul what Jocal

amlym toas ury

TR e, B R

would be used against its sol-

o dlers and officials in “politically

motivated” prasecutlons,

The move was widely seen as
a bid to plle pressure on
countries who had not signed a
deal with the US in terms of
which they would net hand
American citizens over to the
neaw court.

But Pretoria’s most senlor

- forelgn affairs official, Abdul

Minty, vowed that South Africa
would not bow to pressure from
the world's most powerfuli
nation because it had already:
aigned and ratified the protacols .
setting up the court, adding that .
such & move would be tanta.
mount to “introducing a new
principle in International law”,
The Mbeki administration was

by puzzled by the cancellation of aid

because Botswana and Nigerin .
both on Bush's itinerary after he
leaves South Africa - had also
not signed the indemnity deal.

Bush's day-long visit iz due to
start with talks between Mbeki
at the Unlon Bulldings, followed
by an official lunch,
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Akunikwe abantu imishanguzo

MHLELI: Ngicela ukuseka
uS. Shange encwadini yakhe
eyaphuma ephephandabent
lakho langomhlaka 6
kwephezitlu. Le newadi
yaylmayelana nekhambi
lesifo sengculazl, ithi imifino
ngeke yelaphe lesi sifo,

Izimali zeminikelo
ezltholakalayo zisebenza
ukuqwashisa, hhayl .
ukwelapha futhi zidliwa
wumuntit oyedwa osuke
enikeziwe.

Lo nggongqoshe okhona
wezemplilo ulibele
ukuphikisana
kunokuthengwa
kwamakhambi. Ulibele
ukulokhu ethf unguMama,
unguGogo. :

Uma kunjalo kumele
ngabe usebathengele
abantabakhe nabazukulu
ikhambi,

Okubuhhungu kakhulu
wukuthi lesl sifo siphethe
kakhulu abantu abamnyama
abangakwazi nokuthenga le
mifino okuthiwa jzobelapha
les] sifo, futhi laba bantu
kubhekeke amavot] abo
ngonyaka ozayo.

Ngithi mina kubantu
bakithi abavuke bavotele
izinhlangano ezizothenga
ikhamb{ lengeulazi.
Ungqonggoshe wezempllo
kanye nosekela Mongameli
babuye bathi
kungaqghathaniswa leli zwe
namanye amazwe athenga

umshanguzo wezifo, kodwa
kokunye kuthiwe
akuqhathaniswe leli zwe
namanye amazws,
Isibonelo; ukwazile
uHulumeni ukuqeda
{zikhwama zamaplastikj

" amahhala ezitolo ngoba

efuna ukufana namanye
amazwe akade athuthuka,
Kodwa uma kukhulunywa
ngezemptilo zabantu
abaphilayo, akanatdaba.
Kumele futhi kugale phansi
uphenyo luka-R14 million
owanikezwa uNgema

Zuma
Dlamint.
Bantu bakithi, vukani.
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