To: ANC - UN OBSERVER MISSION

N\(m\ss Q \w:%\%G
e
h

UNFPA SCALES BA

1 ACK OF FUNDS

WARREN CHRISTOPHER TO

ADDRESS HUMAN RIGHTS
CONEFERENCE IN VIENNA

H i r} i B -
1A
¥y
VA
|1 €1
¥ i
'I-‘I
’ |
L |
' ' —
L "
e 1 4
SRA= -
¢ L)
DOSSID
[ ‘t_l' F
.lbl :_."'ll ] ® i ! b
. C.hinton witl also ask the
1 -
' inwernauonalconvenuonssiynedad o L L LI I
_‘ITI-I"]' .- - ll"- ‘ .' - " -~ i ] \ 1 | 1"—. ! I‘I .-:l.
JI.. | 3 . + . - 5 1 \ A

From: Arturo Lozano .

=
-E." D
EETE B . r sﬁ

5 RICH, POOR WRANGLE ... cooveee. i soidil

AT T !

5
1IN ]

1LY

R PRESS SI

JURNAL

L S == T C R St R A v

w : = _mmm "h._"'-l' -Im‘-_-—l--ﬂﬂ--+.—- . s |

CONTENIS
j‘jﬁ Lai(..zf“ Of

J
el

..;.!%L = EEE B ® N ; :
nj -l ¥ 5 - T A Mo
‘;}f*i*{ﬁ;?i ..-Hﬁuah,wh*'a.-:q 1 ALJEF"'-LH;-
) I B A - 1T ol ad & o - = 1k
HUMAN RIGHTS CONFERENCE IN

VIENNA ., via B
AMINESTY !N'l EF?N"‘"""‘ML*, oA 'S“'-”‘ H‘*!‘“‘ﬂh

RIGHTS NOT CULTURE-SPECIFIC ....... 2
EC MOVES TO L'm"r REFUGEES AND EX-

IMIGRANTS

S "SAFET *"uUN%H

P"”l !f“Y _____ .

3
e

e

JUNE 1993

'I.I

%

/




To: ANC - UN OBSERVER MISSION From: Arturo Lozano =293 ‘bxddam p. 4 of 5

2 June 1993 IPS Daily Journal Vol.l| No. 67, page 2

1

Sadik said. "Developing countries muslt show Lhei ald. lnnone of these casesdid suchegrave violalons
commiltment by increasiny lunding lor populaliol cflecl the social, cultural and religious values ol
programmesand forsocial developmentin general the country concerned,”’ the human rights group
she said., sald 1n a stalement. "And in no case did these
UNI'PA maintlains thalt over 200 muill human rights violatons advance the cause of social
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Uniled Natons median projecton ol 10 billion peopls rhis al the Unil Nalions World [erence on
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EC MOVES TO LIMIT REFUGEES
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immigralion rules, Amnesly International has
repealedly ralsed ils concerns aboul Lhe
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lhe policy ol relurning asylum scekers Lo Lheir
firsl salc poinl ol refuge has becn sO lar
disadvantageous from the standpoint of legal

(continued on page 4)
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prolection for refugees,” Stellan Bodemar, the
UNHCR representative in Vienna said Tucesday.
Bodemar said the authorities often make only a the
mosl supecrflicial assessmenl of the salceness of
‘safle’ countriesand thatmercely being a signatory Lo
the Geneva Convention on Refugees may sutfice --
recardless of Ltheir aclual human rights records.

Lasl Wednesday, the Cerman parliament bowed
to public pressure by paving the way for a new
asylum law -- with a ‘salc¢ third counlry passage --
which critics say will make it more difficult for the
persecuted to enter the country. Under Austrian
refugcee law, those who enler the counlry through a
Lhird counlry and notdirccUly [rom their country of
aorigin can be refused asylum.

Since the asylum law came into effect last June
Lthe numberofapplications havedropped drastcally.
During the first quarter of this year, there were a
mere 1,200 applicalions as compared with 6,000
the same quarler laslycear, according lo government
figures.

Home ministry officials claim the new law makes
iLeasier [or political refugees loreceiveasylum, bul
refugeeactivists claim officialdom s obsession with
‘leval immigrants deniesapplicants alair hearing,

Bodemar says Auslrian refugee policy places
more importance on checking whether the asylum
seeker fails Lo mecel their conditons rather than
considering the merils of the asylum applicalion

From: Arturo Lozano

IPS Daily Journal

6-2-93 B:22am B, a3

Vol.l No. 67, page 4

case by case., ""Only when there is no exclusion
possible are the reasons for sceking asylum
checked,’ he said.

The Austrian Aliens Police, charged with the
responsibility of deciding whether the asylum seeker
should be expelled or not, often try to send the
refugee back notto the 'safe third country' butlo his
or her counlry ol origin, said Bodemar.

The UNITCR representative accepted theright of
countries tofight the misusce of asylum procedures,
and supporled faster asylum procedures -- with
legal guarantees -- designed todetect misuse. But he
warned avainst the dumping of refugces by rich
weslern European countries inlo poorer casl and
central Nuropean nations that are geographically
nearer the crisis counlries, |

Easl European counlries repealedly complain
that most of the refugees pass through their
lerritories belore enlering into the Wesl and Lthus
would have toacceplt them il deported by the Wesl,
Germany recently concluded an agreement with
Poland wherceby the latter would receive [inancial
help Lo bear the cost of looking after refugees who
are to be deported by Bonn.

Aparliroma programme Lo share the burden on
an inlernational level, the UN, represenlalive also
called for economic development and the
improvementof the humanrights in countries from
where refugees origina le, S

WARREN CHRISTOPHER TO ADDRESS
HUMAN RIGHTS CONFERENCE IN
VIENNA

(continued from front cover)

Ureging ralification of the treates, one of which
is the UN. CovenanlonkEconomic, Socialand Cultural
Rights, could enhance 1].5. influence at the Jun.| 3-
25 Vienna conference, they said.

Onc offlicialdeclared that "' Third World counlries
should appreciate our recognition of economic and
social rights’'. The offlicial noted thal many
developing nalons, especially in Asia, have argued
that Western notions of political and civil rights
have been given oo much stress al human righls
meelungs.,

Michael Paosner, Director of the New York-based
Lawyers Commilttee for Human Righls (LCHR), said
Chrislopher’sdecision o address the Vienna meeling
'sends a signal to the rest of the world that the
“"Uniled States is laking the conference seriously
and thatitregards humanrighis asa high priorily ™,

Christopher, however, will be in Vienna for only
once day. Therestof the ime, the ULS. delega ion will
be led by Under-Scercetlary of Stale for Clobal lssues,
Tim Wirth. The UJ.S. delegation has been slow in
developing the posiuonitwillbring to the conference.
Lasl month, however, it circulated a draflt Thuman

rights action plan * which called tor the creation of
a U N.Hieh Commissioncerfor HumanRighls asa lop
oriorily in Vienna.

It approved, the Commissioner would be given
wide aulhorily to make the UN, syslem responsive
lo humanrighls concerns or Lo bring Lo the atlenlion
of the UJ.N. Security Council human rights abuses
which threateninlernauonal peace and scecurily. Bul
Lthe ULS. delevaltion has remained silenl on another
key proposal made by U.§5. non-governmental
organtsations (NGOS) -- Lo creale a permancenl
miernatonal court under the United Nations which
would try human rights cases broughtby individuals
againsl vovernments,

Convenlions on the Eliminatuon of All 'orms ol
Discriminationagainst Women and onthe [ llimination
of All l'orms of Racism arc amonyg Lthe [our human
righis reaties the Clintonadministralionis expecled
to endorse as early as Wednesday.

They also include the Covenanl on Economic,
Social, and Cultural Rights and the American
Neclaration of the Rights and Duties of Man. Carter,
who has been invilted Lo address a meeling of up Lo
2, 000NCOS in Vicnna prior Lo the World Conflerence,
signed all four covenantsin the late |970s, but they
were shelved when the Senate vowed Lo block their
approval.

Clhinton could face similar problems with

(continued on page 5)
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duc, while Washinglon responded that civil and
political righls should always be given primacy
aover economicand socialrights. Carter tried to end
thisargumentby signing the Covenanton Economic,
Socialand Cultural Rights, but his successor, Ronald
Reagan, said Washington would not recognise the
Covenanl,

Since the end of the Cold War, some Asian
governmentswho havebeenattacked by Washington
andother Weslerngovernmenls on their adherence
lo civil and political rights, have also argued thal
economicand socialrights should come first. They

RICH, POOR WRANGLE OVER
DESERTIFICATION PACT

by Tovace Awori

NATROBI, May 31 (IPSi) - The rich North and poor
South are onceagain pitted againsteach other over
a proposced cnvironmenlal paclt Lo combal
desertification.

The rift between the industrialised and mainly
Alrican naltions emereged al the May 24 1o Jun. 3
meeting of the [U.N. s Inter-governmental
Negotiating Committee on Desertification (INDCI))
beine held in the Kenyan capilal,

Midway through the talks, Western countries
expressed their opposition toan African suggestion
thal the Clobal Environment lacility (GEL) -- the key
conduitfornew environmental funding --should be
used for paying for anti-desertification projects

Desertificaton and drought, whichaflecls one-
sixth of theworld's population, was a key issue for
Africa at last June's Farth Summit in Brazil.

Weslern counlrices had arguced Lhal
desertification was not a global problem and
therefore not the responsibility of the GIF.

Bulagrcementon the inclusionol deserulicaton
within GI'F appeared to have been reached at a
meeting in Abidjan, Cote d Ivoire in December. "t
1s a mockery’, said one non-governmenlal
organisation (NGQ) delegate, who did want to be
identified. "' The Northis looking for excuses not to
commilnew moncey. The Soulth, especially Africa, is
desperately trying to solve its debt problem .
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arc expecled Lo press Lhis case al Vienna.,

Bul Clinton's decision o embrace ecconomic and
socialrights mayundermine theirposition, according
0O Deaand Posner:''The administralion's decision
o press forward on the Covenanl underscores Lthe
universality of the human rights treaties as a
slandard,” Posner said.

“l'or the Uniled Stales Lo say we also care aboul
economic and social rights -- and that all rights are
incdivisible -- bevins Lo clarily the universalily Lthal
has Lo be felt Eastl and Wesl, North and South,”” he
added. =

Anolher NCOrepresenlative from India observed:
Il the convenlion can lake even one major step Lo
remove the global causes of desertification and
[ocus on strenglhening local communitics, il would
be a major achievement .

A delegate from one of the uropean countries
believes lifestyles of the rich in the North would be
allfccled by the proposced deserulicalion pacl. ' How
do I convince my voters that they should change
their lifestyles Lo prevenl desertificalion, sincee Lthey
do nol even [eel the impacl? she argues .

[Towever, environmental NGQOs feel that it 18
importanl L focus on the global bencelils of an
improved environmenl Lo convincee everybody of
their responsibilities.

"We have o highlichl the global benelils of
halung descertification and land degradaton and
change ourmind-sets ', says Michel Faucon, a French
NGO spokesperson.,

An Alrican diplomal in the United Stales who is
here for the meeting stresses that, " what s really at
slake 1s money

"Northern governments privalely express Ltheir
imability to dish outany new funds in addition to the
presenl shrinkine aid budgel, Bul nobody is willing
lo publicly stale Lthis posilon’’, says Lthe diplomal
who spoke to IPS on condition of anonymity.

This, he noted, ''creates a false hope among
Alrican vovernmenlts'', “Alrican governmenls are
not looking tor alms |, said the Malian delegate
briefing NGGOs here. " Wewant a global agreement to
deal with desertification in the same spiril as we
agreed to sign the Montreal protocol and the climate
change convention, though we had little to do with
Lthose problems”™ £
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