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protection for refugees," Steffen Bodemur. the
UNHCR representuth e in Vienna said l'uesduy.

llodemar said the authoritiefi often make only a the

most superficial assessment of the sufeness of
‘sufe' eountriesund thutmerely being a signatory to

the Geneva Convention on Refugees may suffice -—

regardless of their actual human rights records.
Lust Wednescluy,the (Jermain parliament bowed

to public pressure by paving the way for a new

usylum luw -- with u ‘sufe third country' passage --
which critics say will make it more difficult for the
persecuted to enter the country. Under Austrian

refugee 111w. those who enter the country through 21
third country und not directly from their country of

origin can be refused asylum,

Since the asylum luw eume into effect lustJune
the number ofupplieu Lions hm e drop ped clrus tieully.
During the first quarter of this year, there were a

mere 1.2200 upplieutions us compared with (j.(_)(_l0

the same quarter lustyetu‘. Liecording to gm ernment
figures,

Home ministry officials claim the new law makes

itezlsier for politieulrefugees to reeeh e asylum. but
refugee aetiyists claim ott’iciald om '5 o bsession with

‘illegul immigratnts' denies it p plicuntS a luii‘ hearing.

Bodemur says Austrian refugee policy places

more importance on checking whether the asylum

seeker fails to meet their conditions rather than
considering the merits of the usylum application

WARREN CHRISTOPHER TO ADDRESS
HUMAN RIGHTS CONFERENCE IN

VIENNA
(continued from front mvm‘)

t_lrging ratification of the treaties, one of which

is the U.N. (fo\ enunt on heonomie. Soeiulund Cultural

Rights. could enhance US. influence at the Jun | 3-

25 Vienna conference. they said.

One official declared that "'l'hii‘d World countries
should appreciate our recognition of economic and

social rights" the official noted that many

de\ elopini,r nations. especially in Asia. hm e argued

that Western notions ot political and civil rights

hm e been gin en too much stress ut human rights
meetings.

Michael Posner, Director of the New York-based

Lawyers (.‘onunittee for Human Rights (LCHR). said

(_‘11risti_ipher's decision to address the Vienna meetii g
”Sends a signal to the rest ot the world that the

"United States is taking the conference seriously
and that itregurds human rights as it high priority

Christopher, however. will be in Vienna for only

one duy.'l'he restof the time. the 0.5. delegu tion will
be led by Under—Seeretury of State for (Jlohullssues.
Tim Wirth. The 11.8. delegation has been slow in

de\ elopii g the position it will brii g to the conference.

Lust month. howe\ er. it circulated a draft "human

ease by case. "Only when there is no exclusion
possible are the reasons for seeking asylum
checked." he said

the Austrian Aliens Police. charged with the
responsibility of deciding whether the asylum seeker
should be expelled or not, often try to send the
relugeebuelx not to the ‘sufe third country' but to his
or her country of origin. said Bodemur.

The IlNllt‘R representative accepted the right of
countries to fight the misuse of asylum p roeediires.
und supported luster Ltsylum procedures -- with
legal guarantees -- designed to detectmisuse. But he

warned against the dumping of refugees by rich
western huropeun countries into poorer east and
t_entral Furopean nations- that are geographically

nearer the crisis countries. '

tust turopeun countries repeatedly complain

that nioSt of the refugees pass through their

territories before entering into the West und thus
would hm e to accept them if deported by the West.
Germany recently concluded an agreement with

Poland whereby the latter would reeen e financial
help to bear the cost of looking utter refugees who

are to be deported by Ronn.

Apur t from u programme to share the burden on
an i11|_(_'1‘l‘itlt101‘lttl1L“\(:1. the UN. i‘epresentuth e ulso
called for economic deyelopment and the

imprm ementof the human rights in countries from
where refugees originate l

rights action plan" which called tor the creation of

u U .N. High Commissioner for Humun Rights as it top

priority in Vienna.
If approved, the (“i'mimissionei' would be given

wide uuthority to mulxe the LLN. system responsh e
to humuni‘ights coneernS or to bring to the attention

of the UN. Security Council human rights abuses

which thi‘eu ten interim. tionul pence und security. But

the l_l.S. delegation httS remained silent on another
key proptmal made by U S. non-gi')yernmental

tirgunisutions (N005) —- to create a permanent

intei‘nutiomtl court under the United Nations which
would try human rights cases brought by individuals

against goi ernt‘nents.

Com entions on the tliminution of All i onus of
l')i.~:criminatirm againnt Women and on the l'Iimination

of All l‘orms of Rueism ure umong the [our human

rights treaties the Clinton udministrution is expected
to endorse as early as Wednesday

they also include the Cmenunt on teonomie.
Social. und Cultural Rights and the American
Declaration of the Rights and Duties ot Man, Carter,

who has been in\ ited to ttddi‘CSS a, meeting of up to

2,000 NGOS in Viennu prior to the WUI‘ICI Conference.
signed all tour covenants in the late 10705, but they
were sheh ed when the Senate \ owed to block their
upprm ul.

Clinton could face similar problems with

(continued on page S)
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due. while Wush111g1011 responded 111le C1\ 11 and

11011111311 rights should always be gh e11 pr1111uc1

m'ei‘ ecmmmic and Social rights. Carter tried to end

[111511.1‘gt1111e111by SigmugLhe(_‘<_1\e11;11111_111 tectnonm‘.

Reagan, said Waehingtmi tmuld 111‘1t1'ect1gnirae the

(jm ennui.

S111ee the end (.11 the (fold Wur. some Asian
gt‘wei'hmentmvho have been attacked byWashingtmt

and (.1 [her \-‘\I'es|.e1‘11 gm e1'11111e11ls 1.111 L11e11' u (ll1e1‘e11ce

11;: e1\ 11 ill‘ld poliheul 11141113. 1111\e {1150 urgued 111111

economic and social rights Rhnuld come tii'gt They
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are expected to press [1115 came 111V1e1111u.
But L'h'nlon's deuswn to embrace economic and

Soda! rights may undermine their p(‘mitit‘m, according
1_t_1(_)‘L')e111111c11‘11s11e1'. " lhe1111111111124[111110113 clec1sion
11,; press forward 1,111 1111.- lffm e11z111l underscores the

univergality mt the ltUth t1 riglitr; treaties as a

slu11durcl." Posnu 511.1(1.
"l 01‘ 1111: l_l111le(l 3111. Les U1 say we 11.180 cure about

economic and 1201:1alright1; -» and that all rights are

111(11\ 151ble -* begms 10 91111113. the 11111\ ersul11y lhul

11115 10 be felt Lust and West. North 11nd South." he
added I

 

   
RICH, POOR WRANGLE OVER
DESERTIFICATION PACT

111‘ ”mum Awnn‘

T‘MlRt‘ml, May 3| llPSii - The rich North and poor

Smuth are once againpittedagaitmteach1‘1the1'0ve1’

11 p 1‘ (.1 11 use (1' e11\ 11~1_111111e11|.111 11 111; 1, to (111111111 I.

desertification.
The rift between the inclurati‘ialieed and mainly

Alr1eu11 1111110115 emerged 11.1 the Mu V '14 10 “11111. 2’»

meeting of the UN '5 lntet—gmernmental
Negotiating Committee 011 Desei'titicatimt JNDCDI

hemp; 11e1d 111 [he henyun capital.

Midway through the talks, Werstern countries

e\'pi'egsed their 011110501011 1031] African suggeetimi

111111 the 611.111111hl1t 11‘L111111e11ll 111.1111» (GU l-- the Le».

Cfllldll11h'11'ne‘V environmentalfunding”31muld he

ueed 1(‘11‘ paying for anti—defiei'ti’tication projects:

Litese1‘1111eu. 111.111 and (111111;:th \'\ 111d] 11.11131 15 0110
sixth of the world's population, was, a key imeue tm-

Ati'ica at last June's Fai'th Summit in lh'afll,

Western c01111l1‘1es had argued that

deeertiticatit‘m was not a global pmhlem and

therefore not the responsibility at the Gl‘F

Butugree111e111011 [he 111c1usim1 1.11 deset 11111.11 111.111

within GFF appeared to have been reached at a

meeting in Abidjan. ("ote d'lx‘oire in December. "lt

15 11 111(JC1\\’_'I‘V Silid one 111.111-gm e1‘11111e11lul

organieatit‘m (NCO) delegate, W110 did want to be
identified. "The North 18 lt‘11‘1kingtm' excuses not to

cu1111111111eu money. 111e $011111 espeemlh African 15
deepei'ately trying to solve its debt problem".

1’111311511ed Monday 11110 ugh triduy by Inter Press Service 111m 5 agency

Ai1(.1|.11erNCO1'ep1‘ese11lul11ef1‘rfi1111111d1ut_1bse1‘\ed;

"11 the c 1.111\ e11|_1(..111 e1111 Lilte e\ e11 one 11111101 step 10

teinm'e the global cauees at dersertiticatinn and

101.11": (.111 s4 11 e111; 11117-111111; 11.11111 co111111u11111es. 1|. 1-\ ould
be ;1 11111101 1111110 e111e11l.”

«\ delegate "1mm one of the Tut'opean countries

lu‘g11m «,5 111131; 11:5 (11‘ the 1‘1el'1 111 the 141,111.11 u (.1111d be

allea Led bx L11- 111411703111 cl\:-_~t_-1'I.111eu 11011 pueL. "1-1011

(10 l (:1'111\'111<:e m;- voters that they Should change

1.111311 1111:5111133 to pre\ e111 cleserlilieu11011, s111ce they

('10 11ol,e\ei11ee1 [he 1111111111?“ she argues
llmvex'ei', environmental NC .5 teel

11111101111111 11.1 locus 1.111 the global benefits (.11 1111
unprm ed en\11‘(_111n1e111 1.0 t_'1_111\111ee (_-\«._-1‘\vb(.1dy of

their respmmibilitieg

"We hung lo 111g1111g11l the global benefits of
hullug degerlilugzi111.111 11nd 111ml clegrudut1e111 11nd
change (1111' mind-Sets” Raye Michel Faumn. a French

N130 s p (.1 1\C s p e 1‘ s «.111.
A11 African (1113111111111 111 the United States 11110 is

here for the meeting 8.111313565111131,”11113115l'eallyaf

Slillxu 15 money ”
"111111111311 gm <41’1‘1111e1‘11‘é p111 1111.1» express their

inability 11'1C1181111Ut3113' netvtundeinaddition tothe

present 3111111111111; aid budget, Bulr 110bmly 13 1111111114
10 pubhely 5111 Le [1115 1305111011". 511 \vs the (111310111111
11110 spoke to 1P3 mi cmiditit‘m Of anonymity.

This. he noted, "create: a talee hope among
Altieun gm er11111e11ls”. "Altman gm e1‘11111e11ls are
not hunting tm' alms", said the Malian delegate
briefing NCO?» here, "We want a glnhal agreement to

deal 111111 deser|.111(_u|11,111 111 the same 5111111 115 He
agreed to sign the Montreal IJI‘OTOCOl and the climate
change «:t'mventimi. though we had little to do with

those 1)1‘t_1l)1e111s“ l

 

 

1P8 news agency prm ides 11 (111.111 news hire sen me 111.1111 and 11.1 1111.11‘e 1111111 100 0.11111L1‘1es 101‘ 1111.111: 1111111

1.000111ed1111111d 1.11.11e1‘e11e11ls111121:111guages. 11’s ulsogoes Lo spee1ul1sed 21.11cl1ei1<_'es111e1ud111g (1111101111115.
and the AFC e-mail network which teacher; m'er l3,0(')(') ntm—gtwei'nmental organisatimm (NGOsl world-
wide. the agency prm 1des speeml cm eruge (.11 de\elt.1pi11e11l1ssues and closely follou 5 L111: 110111.11 the
LLN. and its spee1ul1sed uge11e1es.
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