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| CRC EVACUATES 1, 560 PEOPLE FROM TRNOPOLJE CAMP

Geneva (I CRC) - The International Committee of the Red Cross

(ICRC) confirms having evacuated on 1 Cctober 1,560 people from

Trnopol je canp (near Prijedor in northern Bosni a-Herzegovina) to

a reception centre in Karlovac, southvwest of Zagreb, where they

wer e handed over to staff of the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner

for Refugees (UNHCR). The evacuation started in the early’ norning

and was conpl eted during the night.

The peopl e concerned are civilian victinms of the ongoing

hostilities in northern Bosnia, and had all been visited and

provided with assistance by | CRC del egates since the | CRC was

first able to enter the canp on 10 August. Each of them was given

the opportunity to confirmthat he or she did in tact wish to be

evacuat ed

The operation took place under the terns of the agreenent reached

in London | ast August whereby the three parties to the conflict

pl edged to release all civilian detainees unilaterally.

The evacuees were taken to a shelter set up by UNHCR in

Karl ovac town centre. Their material needs are being net by

UNHCR, aided by staff of the International Federation of Red

Cross and Red Crescent Societies and the Croatian Red Cross.

The 1CRC s Central Tracing Agency will be opening an office in

Kerlovac to help reunite famlies split up by the conflict.

Thirty-five buses, five land cruisers and two trucks were used

in this humanitarian operation, which nobilized nore than 20 | CRC

staff.
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The International Comrmittee of the Red Cross (I CRC), together with the League of the Red

Cross Societies and the recogni zed Nati ona

Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, is one of the three conponents of the Internationa
Red Cross.

An i ndependent humanitarian institution, the ICRC is the founding body of the Red Cross.

As a neutral intermediary in case of armed conflicts

or disturbances, it endeavours on its own initiative or on the basis of the Geneva Conven

tions to protect and assist the victins of internationa

and civil wars and of internal troubles and tensions, thereby contributing to peace in th

e world.



