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It is now 9 nonths since the Lisbon Conference in support of the
peopl es of Southern Africa was held. In a way, the devel opments
that have taken place since then, especially in the field of
international solidarity, are closely associated with the results of this
conf erence.
This is particularly the case in Wstern Europe, some of whose
governments continue to act as a serious obstacle to the efforts
of the rest of denocratic mankind in support of the heroic
struggl es of the peoples in the Southern Africa region, by either
giving direct support to the Vorster and Smith regines, or by
engagi ng in diverse political and di pl omati ¢ manouevres, which in
the final analysis only help to shore up these regimes and
perpetuate their strangl ehold over millions of oppressed people in the
ar ea.
The African National Congress views this current neeting as a
particularly inportant event for the international solidarity
novenent with the |iberation nmovenments in Southern Africa and
we are confident that at the end far-reaching’ decisions in support
of the commn struggl e agai nst inperialist and col oniali st
aggression and exploitation and racial bigotry will he arrived at.
Qur current neeting nust also live up to the decision of the UN
declaring 1978 an Anti-Apartheid year whose canpai gn was | aunched
on the et March. That event will also add to the great significance
of our deliberations.
The Situation in South Africa.
The situation in the southern Africa region as a whole has been
characterised by a steady intensification of the struggle of the
peopl es and this has been the main determning factor and driving
force behind the intensive political devel opnents that were w tnessed
in Zi mbabwe, Namibia and South Africa itself.
In Nam bi a and Zi nmbabwe the search for political alternatives to the
course set by the revolutionary representatives of the peoples in these
countries continues to occupy the attention of the Smth and Vorster
regimes and their international allies.




The group of 5 western menbers of the UN Security Council, Britian
France, the USA, Canada and West Gernmany - intensified thier contact
with the Vorster regi ne whose aim international public was inforned,
was to eventually bring about an internationally recognised and
accepted solution of the Nam bian problem On the other hand, the
South African regime has refused to even consi der SWAPO as the sole
| egiti mat e spokesman of the people of Nami bia, despite the fact

that it is clear to all concerned that no solution can ever be

cl ear and consi stent.

The Smith regine, in alliance with African stooges in Z nbabwe,

the Rev. Sithole, Bishop Mizorewa, and Chief Chirau, - announced

a settlenment in terms of which so-called ngjority rule Wuld be
declared in Zi nmbabwe by the end of Decenmber 1978. Under norna
circunstances this fraudul ent settl enent plan should have been
condemmed without difficulty by all those who have all al ong
prophessed to be working for a Just solution in Zi nbabwe. The
prevarication of the British and Anerican ruling circles on this
guasti on has been clearly noticable and it is obvious that

it isnowonly a matter of tinme before they and their allies give
public support to the sell-out settlement schene of the "Gang of 4"
1n Rhodesi a.

It is at a neeting such as this one that we should cone out with a
categoric position in support of the clearly-stated stand of the
Patriotic Front which continues to rally and | ead the peool e of

Zi nbabwe in a struggle for genuine i ndependence.

In South Africa, the bastion of inperialist reaction on the African
continent, the struggle of the oppressed people under the |eadership
of the African National Congress, continued to steadily intensify
during the past nonths, drawing in to the arena of political activity
ever-grow ng sections of the oppressed popul ation both in the urban
centres and in the rural backwaters of our country.



I ndeed, never in the history of white minority dom nation has the
regime of terror been faced with a dil enma of such magnitude. In

the face of naked terror and ever-tightening adm nistrative control
the supereexploited Bl ack workers, the youth, the revol utionary
intellectuals, the rural and urban nmasses are denonstrating that

they will not let go the political initiative which has passed over
irrevocably into their hands.

The bankruptcy of the so-called Bantustan solution on which the
regi me has staked the hopes for nobilising the oppressed nasses

over to its side has been clearly exposed. During the fina
preparations for the energence of thquhunhatswana Bantustan towards
the end of last year, the clear unacceptability of this form of

"i ndependence’ was unequi vocably expressed by the masses of our
peopl e. The South African press revealed the fact that fewer than
20% of the elligeble "voters"” in this Bantustan cast their vote.

But of course, in order to justify the whole farce, the propaganda
machi ne of the apartheid reginme attenpted to project a diiferent

pi cture of the stark reality.

O her organs of renote control such as the Community Councils, which
are replacing the Uban Bantu Councils, have come into trouble. Not
so long ago the citizens of Soweto al nbst massively boycotted

el ections to these councils. This |led even some Afrikaner intellectuals
to publicly state that the African people will only be satisfied with
full independence, thereby denbnstrating their somewhat reluctant
understanding of the clear witing on the well?

The paral ysis of the Bantu Educati on system has continued even though
the regi ne had naively hoped that the mere dropping of the word
"Bantu" woul d overni ght change the conpl ection and the nature of

t heeducati on which our people are rejecting in favour of universa

and equal education for all

It is, however, clear that imediate steps are necessary to provide
an alternative to the thousands of children who, because of their
courageous stand, are presently roamng the streets. The African

Nati onal Congress has entered into agreenents with sonme African countries
for possibilities of setting up schools to neet the current emnergency
inthis field and we call upon the international comunity to assi st
us to realise our plans to neet the urgent educational needs of our
peopl e.



There has been a steady growth of the strength and conbat capacity

of the underground African National Congress and its mlitary w ng,
Urkhonto we Sizwe. THE evi dence of the growi ng strength of our
revol uti onary novenent has been testified to by the increasing nunber
or sabotage actions that have taken place in various parts of the
country, the overwhelming mgjority of which have not been reported in
the South African press. The activity of the urban conbat units

of our mlitary wing have increased to such an extent that even sone
ot her | eaders of the fascist regine have joi ned James Kruger, the

M nister of Police, in soberly assessing the inmpossibility of crushing
and destroying the African National Congress. In areas such as Port

El i zabeth the police have publicly stated that they are working round
the clock to discover the units of the African National Congress
responsi ble for recent acts of sabotage. A number of eneny agents and
spi es have been elimnated. Sone of those elimnated are fornmer
nmenbers of our revol utionary novenent.

The underground actions of the African National Congress and her

revol utionary allies are acconpani ed by a steady stream of propaganda
bot h t hrough underground leaflets and al so through radi o broadcasts,
thanks to the assistance of an increasing nunber of African countries
inthis field.

It should be noted that the United Nations has recently entered the
field of radio propaganda into South African It will, however, be

i mportant that the ANC, should play a major role in directing this
form of propaganaa into South Africa, otherwise it can be self-

def eati ng and dangerous to the nninterupted progress of our struggle.
The economic crisis facing South Africa has continued to deepen as

a direct consequence of the steadily intensifying struggle of our
penpl e. The pernmanently disturbed political climate and the intensified
activity of the international comunity in support of our struggle, have
rudely shaken the confidence of the overseas investors in the ommi potent
strength of the Vorster reginme and its ability to protect the vast
econom c interests of the international capitalist nonopolies.



Whilst it is true that the gxuwi ng ummuio or: sis has inposed a
heavi er burden on the shoul ders of the Black people through rising
spiralling prices of essential commodities, rising transport costs,
hi gh rents etc. unenploynent, the suggestion that because of this
factor it is unrealistic to continue to call for an econom ¢ boycott
of South Africa, nust be rejected as playing into the hands of the

i nternational nonopolies that enjoy super-profits through their
activity in the apartheid econony and thereby butressing the
apartheid regime. The oppressed masses, especially the Bl ack

wor ki ng class, are reacting to this situation by intensifying

their onsl aught against the regine and its donestic and internationa
supporters who bear collective responsiblity for their plight.

That is why our people are supporting the growing calls for

i mposition of econom ¢ sanctions against the regine and are branding
as traitors those anongst them who are calling for the abandonnent

of this course

The Vorster Regine, in characteristic reaction to the grow ng struggle
of the people has intensified its repression whilest at the same tine
it has also continued to seek ways of weakening the united resistance
of the Black conmunity.

A bl ow was struck against a number of Black political organisations
and newspapers. More peopl e have been nurdered by the Vorster

regime either in the streets of our ghettoes or in detention during the
past 9 nonths. Wth unparalleled cynicism the nmurder of detainees has
been shrugged of f by the courts of Law and consequently the poli ce,
responsi ble for these crimes, have escaped unscathed. Such were the
verdicts in the court cases involving nmurdered detainees |ike Mizi,
HOOSen Haf fej ee, Steve Bi ke and many ot hers.

Many political trials are continuing in South Africa involving

scores of freedomfighters. This includes the trial of the

Pretoria 12, who fromthe beginning of this year are being re-tried
following the death of the firet trial judge. A great number of

our people were sentenced to long terns of inprisonnent |ast year



The African National Congress would like, however, to enphasise

the urgent question of Sol onon Mahl angu who was sentenced to

death recently following a shooting incident in Goch Street,
Johannesburg, last year. In the course of the trial Conrade

Mahl angu was referred to as a nmenber of the African Nationa

Congress who had entered South Africa after receiving nmlitary
training in Angola. The court had alleged that he had entered

South Africa for the purpose of killing whites, evidently
deliberatly disturting the revolutionary ains of our nationa

i beration struggle and seeking Justification for the death sentence
whi ch was inposed on himat the end of the trail

Sol omon Mahl angu is not a crinminal but a patriot who, |ike hundreds
upon hundreds of his conpatriots, had answered the call of the
African National Congress and its mlitary w ng, Unkhonto we

Sizwe. He is a prisoner of war and mu! be treated under the rel evant
Geneva Convetions. At the sane tine we solemly warn the Vorster
regime that their nonopoly of capturing and dealing with inpunity
with those that fall into their hands in the field of battle wll
soon be over.

During the second hal f of last year the Vorster regine introduced
its grand strategy for seeking to pronmpote the divisions within

the Black community by announcing its intentions to introduce 3
"separate and equal" parlianents for the white, Coloured and Indian
sections of our population. The rationale for this new schene was
that the 3 conmunities share a conmon fatherland to the exclusion

of the African people who are supposed to have their own separate
"fatherl ands”, the Bantustan tribal enclaves. This action has of course been
rejected by the Black comrunities on the.grounds that it seeks to entrench



the apartheid system Instead, there has been a grow ng tendancy towards
Not all is well within the ranks of the racist mnority. Despite the
fact that the Novenber 1977 so-called general elections presented a

pi cture of acceptance of the disasterous policies of the ruling

Nati onal Party by the white population, the existence of politica
instability within this section of the popul ati on cannot be successfully
swept under the carpet. The rate of emmigration has continued to be a
factor of concern for the regime as it represents a measure of unease
within the white popul ati on.

Repl acenents for those whites fleeing South Africa has cone mainly
fromSmth' s Rhodesia. The unstable inmigrant force is itself fleeing
fromthe wath of the Patriotic Front and the revol utionary masses of

, Zi mhabwe and is not likely to stake itself for the defence of South
African fascismas our struggle intensifies.

A growi ng number of white youth are refusing to be inducted into the
white racist arnmy in spite of the fact that that the nunber of those
wor |l d where they seek political asylum mainly in Britain and the

Net herl ands. The future does hot hold any hope for relaxation of this
concept especially as the possibility of actually dying in the
hattlefield for a cause the white youth does not see its way clear to
Supporting, increases. The nore radical of the white youth see the way out
of the present crisis in participating in many different ways in the
revol utionary struggle of the oppressed people as they becone nore

and nore convinced that an essential pre-requisite for peace and
stability in South Africa lies in the destruction of the systemthat
shackles nmillions of their fellow citizens.

The international relations of the fascist regime have suffered

further setbacks in the past 9 nonths. The heywdays of the short-

lived "success" of the policy of so-called detente in Southern Africa
have gone never to return. The independent peoples of Africa through

the Organisation of African Uhity are now fully geared to giving al

the necessary and possible support to the armed struggle of the oppressed
peopl e of South Africa.



The Vorster regime has during the past 9 nonths gone through the
traumatic shock of l[osing the support of some countries in Western
Europe which it had regarded as its traditional allies. This is the case
wi th Hol | and whose Governnental |eaders received a del egation of the
African National Congress in Cctober |ast year. The discussions that
took place did not only result in a clearer understanding of the
positions of the African National Congress, but at the sane tine an
agreement was reached whereby the Dutch Governnent woul d channe

various fornms of humanitarian assistance to the African Nationa
Congress. This was indeed a very inportant devel opnment as it concl u-
sively proved that it was possible to break the wall of inperialist
support for the Vorster regime by wi nning over sonme of the smaller
countries of Western Europe.

It is common know edge that before these devel opnents sonme Scandana-
vian countries, notably Sweden, had al ready established very close
fraternal relations with the African National Congress. W nust
attribute these devel opnents to the growing strength of the solidarity
noverments in a growi ng nunber of countries of Wstern Europe

The Uhited Nations Security Council finally adopted a mandatory arns
enbar go agai nst South Africa. OF course the African National Congress
is not naively sitting back satisfied that all is well after this event.
Recent devel opnents have shown that the nerchants (of war) are stil
pursuing their business through intermediaries and conduits such as
Isreal, Iran, Chile and the other corterie of fascist regimes, especially
in Latin Anerica.

This accounts for the rapidly strengthening rel ati ons between South
Africa and Isreal and it is no |longer a secret that this devel opnent

has brought about close mlitary ties and nucl ear collaboration between
the fascist task-forces of international inperialism

The United Nations Security Council decision on an arns enbargo

does, however, show that it is no |onger possible for inperialismto
totally ignore the pressure of denocratic forces within the UN. After
all, the Carter adm nistration cannot pretend that it is interested in
the wel |l -being of the underdog through its denagogi c shouts of so-called
def ense of human rights when it W11 be seen to be actually and openly
supporting the fascist regines that continuously pose a threat to the
peace and stability of the newy independent states. This poses an



increasing dilemua for international inperialismand at the same tine
it opens up new possibilities for the peaceel oving to successfully
press ahead in the struggle to effectively isolate the regines of
terror in Southern Africa.

It nust al so been borne in mnd that an urgent question before the
peace-1oving international conmunity is the growi ng nuclear capability
of the Vorster regime. This was further enphasised by the exposure

of the Vorster Regime’s plans for testing a nucl ear device |ast year

We nust not be taken in by the denials which poured forth fromPretoria
after the publication of the Soviet News Agency statenent exposing

the advancenent of the Vorster reginme’s nucl ear plans.

We nust point out that the African National Congress has forsnen the
dangers of the nuclear collaboration between the inperialist countries,
especially the Federal Republic of Germany and the fascist reginme of
South Africa. In no |l ess than two publications and in numerous press
statenments our organi sation has gone on record in the past condemni ng
the treachery ef West Gernman inperialismand nobilising world public
opi ni on to denounce the dangerous collaboration - This we did in the
interests of peace and security on the African continent and in the
worl d as a whol e.

The acqui esence and even the support of the international inperialist
systemfor the racist, fascist regines in Southern Africa has enbol dened
themto carry out persistently aggressive acts particularly against

the front-line African countries of Zambia, Angola, Mzanbique,

Bot swana, Swazil and and Lesotho. These countries are being punished

for their consistent and vital support for the national |iberation
novenents of the oppressed (people) whilst at the sane tine it is

clear that their progressive internal socio-economc and politica
policies, especially in the new Republics of Angola and Mbzanbi que

are seen as posing a direct threat to the vast economic, strategic

and political interests of the inperialist system

It will be recalled that the nbst recent aggression agai nst the
Republic of Zanmbia was carried out by the Smth regine whilst its

Bl ack stooges were touring sone Western European countries including the
USA canvassi ng for support for the so-called settlenment schene agreed
to between lan Snmith and the 3 puppets -Rev. Sithole, Bishop Miuzorewa and
Chi ef Chirau.



The Worl d Conference Against Apartheid, Raci sm and Col oni ali smwhich
met in Lisbon, Pbrtugal, fromthe 16th to 19th June 1977 adopted a
programe of action which is still valid to the present day. W would
i ke, however, to nention sone few points which will take into account
sone of the new devel opnents since the historic conference

We woul d i ke to summarise our denands as foll ows:

(1) The international community should intensify its efforts

to isolate the regines of terror in Southern Africa.

Fol | owi ng the adoption of a UN Arnms Enbargo agai nst South

Africa last year, all efforts nmust be nmade to extend the

arns enbargo resolution to enbrace mandatory economic

sanctions including all other forns of support for the

Vorster regine. The international denocratic forces nust

ensure that all violations of the arns enmbargo which is

obligatory on all menber states of the United Nations

nust be exposed and the violators internationally condemed.

(2) Urgent canpaigns for the release of all politica

prisoners in Southern Africa must be enbarked upon

wi t hout del ay. Those al ready condemmed to death nust be

reprieved and given their freedom

(3) W& demand that freedomfighters captured on the battle-

field nmust be accorded prisoners-of-war status in terns

of the rel evant Geneva Conventi ons.

(4) Al creations of the Bantustan policies of separate

devel opnent nust be isol ated and denied internationa

recogni tion.

(5) The growi ng South African nuclear potential nust be

exposed and condemmed and pressure brought to bear

on all the inperialist countries that collaborate with

the Vorster reginme in the nuclear field to cease such

col I aborati on without delay. Specifically, we recomend

that an international canpai gn be | aunched agai nst South

Africa’s nucl ear enrichnment project.



(6) The countries that shate borders with the racist-fascist

regi mes of South Africa and Rhodesia must be given al

possi bl e assistance by the international comunity in

order to increase their capacity to repel the repeated

aggression by these terror regines.

(7) W call for non-recognition of the fraudul ent nanouevre

by lan Smith and his puppets.

(8) The growi ng collaboratiln betWen the fascist regine of
Johannes Vorster and |Israel should be condemmed as

posing a serious and continuing threat to the peace and

security of the African and Arab regi ons and directed agai nst

the national |iberation novement of the African and Arab

people, in particular the Pal estinian resistance under

the | eadership of the Pal estinian Liberation O ganisation

(9) The liberation novenents in Southern Africa - The

Patriotic Front, SWAPO end the African National Congress -

nust be given all-round assistance to increase their

stri king power against their common enenies and for the

i beration of the oppressed peoples in South Africa,

Zi mbabwe and Nami bi a

The ultimate victory of our revolutionary struggles leading to the creation
of Just and denocratic societies in Southern Africa will call for nore
sacrifice on the part of the oppressed peoples. The course to that
victory is clearly along the intensification of the armed revol utionary
struggle. Nothing will divert us fromthis course. W pay tribute
to all our supporters in Africa, the Soviet Union, Cuba and other
Socialist countries, the denocratic and progressive novenents in
West ern Europe, Anerica and Asia. W are confident that the results
of the current neeting will consolidate and extend that support.
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