e ————

Secret witness testifies
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A MAN appearing in the
Supreme Court, College
Road, on charges relat-
ing to terrorism, had
been a commissar of a
tactics platoon at an
ANC training camp in
Angola, a witness said
. yesterday.

As commissar the ac-
cused man, Mr Ntela
Richard Skhosana (23) of
Estcourt, was respons-
ible for the “political up-
grading” of the platoon,
the witness said.

Witness A was giving
evidence in camera in
the trial in which Mr Sk-
hosana and four others
are charged on 14 counts
relating to terrorism,
taking part in ANC acti-
vities, illegal possession
of machineguns or rifles,
ammunition, grenades
and bombs, and unlawful
publications.

The witness, who ma
not be identified, ad-
mitted to leaving South
‘Africa inJuly 1985 to join
the ANC and to having
undergone military
training in Tanzania and
| Angola.
| “I was doing my basic

training at Caculana, An-
| gola, in April 1986 when I
came to know (Mr Skho-
| sana) as commissar,” the
witness said.

“As commissar he
would also have been
second-in-charge of the
platoon and responsible

| for seeing that the mem-
bers of the platoon dis-

cussed politics and read

books rel'ating to poli- |

tics.” \

The witness said Mr
Skhosana left Caculana
in October, 1986.

4] returned to South
Africa in October 1987,”
the witness said. “My job

was to regonngitge mili-

tary bases, electricity
plants, police stations,
and the movement of sol-
diers in my operational
area.” The witness did
not identify the “opera-
tional area”.

“My instructions also
were to eliminate people
hostile to the community
— like a troublesome
policeman or an em-
ployer who ill-treats em-
ployees.” ;

However, seven days
after infiltrating the tar-
get area, the witness
encountered problems.

“People were hostile
to me. No one had been
mobilised, as I had been
told. I found myself all
alone ... I was detained
on October 26, 1987, and
released in February
1988.” !

Under cross-examina-
tion by defence counsel
Mr Pius Langa, the wit-

- ness said: “I was sold out

by the ANC. When I got
into (South Africa) I did
not have anything to use
in case of a fight. All I
had was my coat.”

The accused, who have
pleaded not guilty, are:
Mr Derrick Zakhele
Muthwa (27) of Empang-
eni, Mr Mafi Percival
Mgobhozi (21) of Durban,
Mr Skhosana, Mr Vivani
Isidore Vincent Made
(40) of Amanzimtoti and
Mr Livingstone Nhlanhla

Mathaba (26) of Mtunzini. !

The trial continues.
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BONN — Four days of frank
talking in Leverkusen near Co-
logne have dispelled many of
the myths that Soviet and Afri-
kaner academics and a party
from the ANC believed about
each other and this has become
the basis for future talks.

While the ANC has indicated
that its armed struggle will
continue, there are signs that

creasing emphasis on negotiat-
ed political solutions. And the
Soviet delegation has made re-
- peated references to thé desir-

ability of a negotiated settle-
~ ment.

Most South Africans at the
talks have said they are going
home with a much clearer un-
derstanding of ANC percep-
tions of the South African ques-
tion and a definite conviction
that the banned organisation is
a vital player in South Africa’s
political future.

Further rounds of talks be-
tween liberal South African
whites and members of the
ANC leadership are planned
and Idasa’s Dr Alex Boraine,
convener of the Leverkusen
gathering, said the next meet-
ing would probably take place
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BY SUE LEEMAN,
The Star’s Foreign News Service D{
The historic meeting between Soviet and Afrikaner academi
and an ANC group has ended with all sides affirming their com-
mitment to building a non-racial democracy in South Africa.

Four days of Idasa talks dispel some mutual suspicions

A

the organisation is placing in-

Cﬁq year.
In his closing remarks at a

press conference here, Dr
Boraine said the Leverkusen
talks had succeeded in break-
ing down stereotypes.

“I think we came a little

closer to the development of a .

climate that could lead to
negotiations, the end of apart-
heid and the birth of a non-ra-
cial democracy in South Afri-
ca’

The five Soviet delegates, all
academics specialising in
southern African issues,
stressed that the Soviet Union
had no intention of establishing
relations with Pretoria until
apartheid was dead.

However, team leader Dr
Vasili Solodovnikov said they
remained committed to talking
to whites “who support the lib-
eration struggle”.

Some observers are reading

this as a shift in emphasis and.

believe there is a growing
Soviet awareness that whites

are an important part of the:

peace process.

A buoyant ANC publicity
chief, Mr Thabo Mbeki, is
clearly delighted at the contact
between Afrikaners and the So-
viet academics.

Idasa chairman Dr Frederik
van Zyl Slabbert said he be-

lieved the value of the confer- .

ence lay first in the discus-
sion of attitudes to apartheid

‘and, secondly, in “placing the

position of the Soviet Union
and the ANC in perspective to

bring about change away from

apartheid”.

He clearly does not hold out
much hope of a softening of
President P W Botha’s opposi-
tion to talks of this nature, but
said Idasa’s task lay in com-
municating what had happened
at the talks to the broader
South African community.

Tulking of the future in South Africa ... from left are Mr Thabo Mbeki, ANC secretary for
information, Dr Alex Boraine, director of Idasa, and a Soviet expert on South Africa, Dr Vasili
Solodovnikov, at yesterday’s Bonn press conference.







