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My father began work on this book, 
. “MorePlainSpeaking,” shortly after he 
left the White House in 1953. He dictat- 
ed a lot of the basic material 1o his 
secretaries, wrote some of it on scraps 
of paper and dictated a lot to my mother 
and me. Eventually he ended up with 
what probably amounted to a couple of 
thousand pages, and from that material 
I've shaped._the present book, which 
expresses in plain and simple language 
his viewpoint on the Presidency, vari- 
ous Presidents and the way the Ameri- 
can government functions and operates. 

—MARGARET TRUMAN 

¥ 'VE OFTEN SAID THAT 
¥ - there are 2 myllionmen in 

this country who could 
f  have done tne job I did as 

" President, or who were 
- ‘qualified for the job. I think 

that’s true, but they didn’t 
have the chance. A great 
many men who are well 
qualified to be Chief Ex- 

ecutive have been passed up and over- 
looked. It takes luck, conditions that 
prevail at the time and when the right 
moment comes, ablhty to meet that 
‘situation. : 

I’ll have a lot to say about some of 
the men who hecame Presidents and 
whose election was a good thing for the 
country, and about some of the men 
who were elected to the Presidency and 
shouldn’t have been, and about Presi- 
dents and the Presidency and the gov- 
emmment and the country in general. I 
guess as good 2 way as any to start isto 
walte out a hei ol ane snen L 

I ourbes: Presidents, and a few: who might 

    l possibly have been our worst. 

- 

THE EIGHT BEST 

GEORGE 
8 WASHINGTON 
There isn’t any 

§ question ‘about 
Washington’s 
greatness. Ifhis Ad- 
ministration had. 

§ been a failure, 
@ there would have. 

been no United- 
Statw He had all the background that 
caused him to know how to make it 
work, because he had worked under the 
Continzntal Congress. Some Presidents 
have limited their roles to being admin- 
istrators of the laws without being lead- 
ers. Bt Washington was both a great 
administrator and a great leader. 

I guess, in fact, that the only anti- 
Washington thing I can say is that he 
rade 2 mistake when he established the 
precedent of the two-term limitation on 
the Presidency, and even there he had a 
good personal reason for wanting that, 
at least for himself. He was attacked 
viciousty by the press of his day; he was . 
called so many terrible things that he 
told friends even during his first term 
that he wasn’t going to run again. But 
Thomas Jefferson and James Madison 
and Alexander Hamilton persuaded him 
to go ahead and serys 2 cecond term, 

and finally he did. After he'd gotten 
through his second term, though, he 
made up his mind that he just wouldn’t - 
take it anymore, and he quit. That es- 
tablished the precedent, though of course 
it wase’t actually law until it became 
necesszry for Franklin Delano Roose- 
velt tc stzy on fcr four terms because of 
the Worid War, and—I won’t mince 
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  words bere—the Repubiican 80th Con- 
  

gress took a sort of revenge cn Roose- ! 
velt's memory because he’d made z | 
lot of those people look bad by com- 
parison. ; 

THOMAS 
JEFFERSON 
Jefferson elso had 
his share of press 
criticism and peo- B 
ple whodidn’tlike 
him, and I wonder § 
how many people § 
remember our his-. EEEsE 
tory and realize SO : 
how close Jefferson came to losing the 
election in 1800, and how clese %aror : 
Burr came to being our third President, ° 
which would have been just as bad 2s 
e:ertx ag Richard Nixon tadav.” 

Jafferson was called a runaway Pres- 
ider:t because he pushed through our 
purchase of Louisiana over a lot of op- 
position. I think Jefferson’s purchase of 
Louisiana was one of the best decisions - 
ever made because, if we hadn’t taken 
over Louisiana, then eitter Britain, 
France or Spain would have owned itand ! 
our country would have ended at the i 
Mississippi River, whereas the greatest 
part of our development has been by our 
ability to expand beyond the Mississip- 
pi. I don’t like this talk about runaway 
Presidents, because the truth is that a 
I I R R T 
LicSialhnn Ju.a: QOES WG IS 535 10 4O, 

*My father wrote these lines sometime 
before Richard Nixon was, in fact, elected 
President. He decided, however, not to 
change the sentence. He said his com- 
ments on Mr. Nixon would be unprint- 
able 

iy ANOREW 
B JACKSON 

SO0 Jackson was elect- 
B ed zfter a period 
g of whatthey called 

&% in James Monroe’s 
R time “the era of 

o good feeling.” 
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il of good feeling got 
to fzcling too gocd, meaning that the 
people and the government became too 
   



- 

complacent and too lazy, why, the coun- 
try went to the dogs, as it has always 
done. You have got to have opposition 
if you’re going to keep a republic going. 
Old Jackson remedied that, and he did 
it in a way that was perfectly satisfacto- 

alists, the favored few, had control of the 
government by controlling the finances 
of the country. A man named Nicholas 

' Biddle and his Bank of the United States 
had all the government’s money, and 
Jackson took the money away from him 
and in effect put all the dollar bills back 
into the Treasury of the United States, 

| where they ought to be, by spreading all 
the funds around into various state banks. 
And, of course, he was roundly abused 
for doing things of that sort. 

220N JAMES KNOX 
POLK 
This choice may 
surprise some peo- 

o ple. Polk isn’t 
much thought 
about these days.. 

B First, heexercised 
his powers cf the 
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think they should be exercised. He was 

an age when the terrible burden of mak- 

was much more important than going to 
parties and shaking hands with people. 

Second, he bought the Southwest part 
of the country for just about the same 
price that Jefferson paid for Louisiana; 
and third, he did something that most of 
the rest of us who were Presidents weren’t 
able to do: He decided when he went in 

what he wanted to do in a specified 
period of time and did it, and when he 
got through with it he went home. He 
said 2 rmoving thing on his retirement: 
“I now retire as a servant and regain my 
position as a sovereign.” He was right, 
absolutely right. I've been through it, 
and I know.   
  

ry to all concerned. The economic roy-- 

  
P Presidency as 1 | 

President during the Mexican War, in || 

ing decisions in a war was entirely in |; 
the haads of the Presideni. Abd Wit 
that came about, he dscided thai that |i 

there that he would only serve one term, . 
and that’s what he did. He knew exactly’         

  

= ABRAHAM 
% LINCOLN 
& He wasastrongex- 

3 ecutive who saved AP
IW
id
e 
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§ the government, 
#4| saved the United 
| States. He was a 

President who un- 
derstood people, 

: -and, when it came 
time to make decisions, he was willing 
to take the responsibility and make those 
decisiens, no matter how difficult they 
were. He knew how to treat people and 
how to make a decision stick, and that’s 
why - his is regarded as such a great 
Administration. 

Car] Sandburg and a lot of others 
bave tried ta make something out of 
Lincoln that he wasn’t. He was a decent 
man, a good politician, and a great Pres- 
ident, and they’ve tried to build up things 
that he never even thought about. I'll. 
bet a dollar and a half that if you read 
Sandburg’s biography of Lincoln, you’ll 
find things put into Lincoln’s mouth 
and mind that never even occurred to 
him. He was a good man who was in the 
place where he ought to have been at 
the time important events were taking 
place, but when they write about him as 
though he belongs in the pantheon of 

“the gods, that’s not the man he really 
was. He was the best kind of ordinary 
man, and when I say that he was an 
créinary mai, lmeauthatas high praise, 

_notdeprecation. That’s the highest praise 
you carn give a man, that he's one of the 
people and becomes distinguished in 
the service that he gives other peopie. 
He was one of the people, and he wanted 
to stay that way.. And he was that way 
until the day he died. One of the reasons 

" he was assassinated was because he didn’t 
feel important enough to have the prop- 
er guards around him at Ford’s Theatre.’ 

Wilson was the greatest of the greats. ! 

  

GROVER 
CLEVELAND BB 
At least he was a |- 
great President in 
his first term; in his 
second term, he 
wasn’t the same 
Grover Cleveland [ 
he was to begin . 
with. Cleveland re- : b A 
established the Presidency by being not 
only a Chief Executive but also a leader. 
Cleveland spent most of his time in his 
first term working on bilis that came 
from the Congress, and he vetoed a 
tremendous pile of bills that were passed 
strictly for the purpose of helping out 
people who had voted for the Republi- 
can ticket. He also saw.to it that a lot of 
laws passed, if he felt those laws were 
needed for the good cf the general pub- - 
lic, even if the laws weren’t popular 
with some members of the Congress. 

For the most part, however, Cleveland 
was a considerably less impressive mnan 
in his second term. He had a terrible 
time with strikes, and he called out the 
soldiers, and they fired on the strikers. It 
was also during Cleveland’s second term 
that a number of smaller companies got 
together and formed great big compa- 

i 

  nies for the suppression of competition. 
That’s why I say Cleveland was a great 
President only in his first term. 

WOODROW 
WILSON 

served as models 
for me when I was 
President myself, 
and the answer is 

&9 that there were 
three of them. Two 

were Jefferson and Jackson, and the third 

  

I’ve been esked | 
which Presidenis | 

  was Woodrow Wilson. In many ways 
  

He established the Federal Reserve 
Board. He established the Federal Trade 
Commission. He didn’t make a great 
publicity stunt of being a trustbuster, 
the way Teddy Roosevelt did, but the 

established the League of Nations, which   didn’t succeed but which served as a 

! blueprint for the United Natioxs, which: . 

trust situation was neverreally metuntil | 
Wilson became President. Wilson also ¢ 

mightsucceed yet, despite its problems. 
All a good President tries to do is 

accomplish things for the good of the 

people, and if you want to call that . 

liberal, then I'm with you. I guess the 
best way to describe Wilson, if I've got ! 

"to use a label, is to say that he was a 

common-sense liberal. He wasn’t ore 

of these synthetic liberals who are al- 

. ways talking liberalism and who act | 

some other way, and he wasn’t one 27 ; 

these screaming liberals who aren’t very 
liberal to people who think differently 
from the way they do. He was a genuine 

i liberal who used his heart and his brain. | 

i  



| DELANO 
ROOSEVELT 
It goes without 
saying that 1 was 

| highly impressed | 

§ by him for a thou- } 

sand reasons, buta 

main reason is that 
he inherited a situa- 

tion. that was-almost as-bad.as-the-one- 

* Lincoln had, and he dealt with it. Andhe 

was always able to make decisions. Pres- 

idents have to make decisions if they’re 

going to get anywhere, and those Presi- 

dents who couldn’t make decisions are 

“the ones who caused all the trouble. 

It took a President who understood 

the United States and the world, like 

Roosevelt, to come along and start to 
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get the country back on its feet again in 

the Depression; and also to make Amer- 

icans remember that we're a world pow- 

er and have to-act like a world power. 

We also, of course, got.the United 

Nations as a result of Roosevelt’s Ad- 

ministration and mine, which is éxactly 

what the League of Nations was sup- 
, 

posed to be in.the first place. I’'m not Truman and Roosevelt in 3544, **1g0h 2 President who understood the 

saying that the United Nations is a per- ;1. and the world to start to gei the country on its feet in the Depression.” 

fect organization, or.ever will be. It’s 
TES T ; 

far from flawless, and it’s weak in many 

ways. But at least it’s a start. 

Whenever a President inauguraies a 

policy that’s worthwhilz, the chances 

are-that it will carry through sooner or 

later for the simple reason that we're a 

two-party government and there are pec- 

ple in both perties with the intelligence ! 

to see both sides of a question. And 

whenever a President inaugurates a pol- 

icy which is truly for the welfare and the | 

benefit of the country, and his successor 

' comes along and ftries to overturn it, 

there isn’t any likelihood that that suc- 

cessor President will succeed in bury- 

ing it forever. 

  

  

        

  
Truman greets Eisenhower in 1951. “I’'m not one of his admirers. He acted as 

ifl yvas his enemy instead of the fellow who'd had the job just before him.”  



  

" THE EIGHT WORST 
Now let me flip the coin and write |; 

about some Presidents of the opposite 

variety. I guess, if I were labeling these 

chapters, I'd call this one “Some Presi- 

dents We Could Have Done Without.” 

| ZACHARY 2 L 

TAYLOR- 3 

He was the Presi- 

dent immediately 

after Polk, and 

from the beginning 

of his Administra- 

- tion in 1849 until E 

the end of James [ 

Buchanan’s Ad- 

'rs‘gptlg?z{tl&):d?n liépléfivé; g? gthdgg asgg:)c simply vetoed the bill and put it off into 

| The four Prcsid;nts in that period ege the ir_ldcfinite future. The thing that was 

Tavlor, Millard Fillmore, Franklin Pierce || 1| SoBMC was that he also had to veto land 

and James Buchanan. 1 think it was one | grant colleges, and he justified this by 

of the worst periods the country ever 

‘went thraugh. T ! 

Taylor was a field general, one of the 

e JAMES:: =0 
sl BUCHANAN. - 

@8 e was one more 
do-nothing Presi- 

® dent. The worst 

thing about that is 

that he came just 

before the Civil 

War and had a lot 

¢ Sl to do with bringing 

it ou. He ended up tmowing everything | 

“into Lincoln’s lap. 

He also wrote a message on the veto 

| of the first land grants and the first land 

grant colleges that’s a comic master- 

piece. He was more or less for free land 

grants himself but didn’t really have the 

guts to go against its opponents, sO he 
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  BENJAMIN 
HARRISON 
I tend to pair up Ben- 
jamin Harrison and 
Dwight Eisenhower, |: 

because they’re the | 
two Presidents I can 

think of who most pre- 
ferred laziness to la- 

.t S 85M )or. They didn’t work 

at all. Harrison was a general in the Army 

of the United States and in the Civil War, 

and he just wanted to retire as a general, 

*       
| explaining that the country didn’t re- 

quire further education. In fact, the old 

| fool went on to say educated people 

were too hard to handle, and he thought 

  

    

great ones. But when he became Presi- 

dent of the United States, I don't think 

1 he knew what to do. I can’t be charita- 

ble and say that he failed to carry out his 

i| program; he didn’t have any program to 

carry out. - : ‘ ; 

“He was just elected s a military fig- 

ure, and he spenthistimein office behav- 

ing like a retued general. e became 

expert atdoing nothing. Millard Fillmore, 

| Taylor’s Vice President, became Presi- 

‘dent when Taylor died in 1850. He was 

_another of those Presidents who did 

‘nothing worth pointing out.”". . 

} FRANKLIN 

&= PIERCE - . 
-A Democrat from 

3 New Hampshire, 
N he had even fea- 
7 tures and curly hair 

fl and was one of the 

2% best-looking men 
! ever in the White 

. a5 e House. He was 

also one of the most vain.' But; though 

he' looked the way people*who make 

movies think a President 'should.look, . 

he didn’t pay any more attention to busi- 

nsss as Président of the United: States 

  
  

made a mess of things. Though he was 

a Northerner, he believed in slavery, 

pretty much, and once said in a speeck, 

“] believe that involuntary servitude, 

as it exists in different States of the 

  

    
than the raz in the mean, and he really |         Confederacy, is recognized by the 

Constitution.” e   

there were too many already! 

  
    

      
<z| ULYSSES ; 

& | SIMPSON GRANT 
His period in office 
seems to prove: the 

| years without a Pres- 
i ident. Well, of course, 

Il we also did it with 
Eisenhower. 

I think Grant did what he had to do all 

through the Civil War and did it well. He 

  
theory that we can 
oast along for eight | 

  came to accept Lee’s surrender with the 

mud still on his uniform, instead of acting 

like a God and a conqueror the way Douglas 

MacArthur sometimes did when I was Vice | 

President and President. e 

His Administration was one of the most ' 

corrupt in our history, tut he didn’t even 

know all the crooked business was going 

on when he was President of the United 
States. It’s hard even to imagine that, but 

it’s true. * : 
Grant’s period as President was one of 

the low points in our history. I don’t think 

he new very much about what the Presi- 

dent’s job was except that he was com- 

mander in chief of the armed forces. He 

|| was pretty naive or ignorant about every- 

thing else. 

*] wish my father were around today to 

| give me his views, and to tell me what he 

believes or doesn’t believe, about the Reagan | 

Administration and Irangate. 

  

just as Eisenhower did. The only thing 

that's remembered about him today is that 

he had a billion-dollar Congress during his 

térm in office. 

WARREN 
GAMALIEL 
HARDING 
dis Administration |’ 

was the most corrupt |- -\ 

in our nation’s histo- 
1y, and it was a lot| 
worse than Grant’s. 

Harding didn’t re- eSS 

ally understand the re- INEBSSSER2. 4 

sponsibilities with which he was faced. 1 

don’t enjoy making detrimental remarks |, 

about a man who had been President of the |’ 

‘United States, but he never did know what : 

the Presidency was all about. His previous 

work as a Senator and as a newspaper 

publisher just didn’t seem to give him any 

insight into the job. I don’t think there’s 

  

  

|| any point in editorializing on the Teapot 

Dome scandal and the otter scandals of the 

Harding Administration, either. They speak   for themselves. 

  
     



CALVIN COOLIDGE 
As Vice President, he 
took over when Hard- 
ing died in office. He 
was quite a charac- 
ter, and there are a lot 
_of funny stories about 
him, but I guess pret- 8 
ty nearly .the only [ 
thing I like about him e 
are those stories. He believed that the less 
a President did, the better it was for the . 
country, and I don’t agree with that at all. 
He sat with his feet in his-desk drawer and 
did nothing. He just sat there and signed 
bills when they came up, and vetoed a few, 
and that’s all there was to it. Coolidge 
didn’t think the President ought to inter- 
fere in any way with the policies of the 
legislative branch, and yet the President is 
the man who makes policy, or should make 
policy, for the whole country. 

DWIGHT D. 
EISENHOWER 
He's the {inal Pres- 
ident in my no-enthu- 

& siasm category, and 
g I've sprinkled enough 

| comments throughout 
the pages before this 
one so that you know 
that I'm not one of 

: 
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Mr. Eisenhower’s-admirers. Even if I say 
so myself, I tried 50 hard to be pleasant a and | 
cosperasive when I was turning the-cifice . 
over tc Eisenhower, but e acted as ifI'was 
his enemy instead of the fellow who’d had 
the job just before him. 

It’s interesting that a smgle thing, that 
great smile of Eisenhower's, gave him the . 
worldwide and lifelong reputation of being | 
a sunny and amiable man, when those of ' ‘ 
us who knew him well were all too aware 
that he was essentially a surly, angry and | 
disagreeable man, and I don’t just mean to 
me, either. 5 

* None of that is 1mportant of course; the 
important thing isthat he didn’tdo a thxng 
as President. 

It just isn’t the case that when, as } 
believe Eisenhower did, a President thinks 
that he’s a kind of monarch or king who 
should be above everything that happens 
in the world and in the country, the Con- 
gress will do all the work. That’s bad not 
only for the Presidency; it’s bad for the 
country and the world. The ChielEyce 
tive has to transact the business of the 
country: He has to provide leadership, and: 
he has to have a program and the guts and 
ability to put it over. And Eisenhower nev- 
er made any effort to put forward the lead- 
ership to which he was entitled, and he 
didn’t have any program. = 

  

  

  

  

  

WhatMakes Good Rreszdents Good 
thmgs I beheve a man has'to hay, inside 

ot do 

cause the matter at: hand'ls unpopuler 0 
unpleasant or: difficult to:attempt:or 
.complish. It may; well’ be:true 
best government is the least govemm 
but when it comes to_the point.where an. 
emergency arises, or when somethmg has 
to.be done (and sometimes’in:a hell of a 
hurry); then y | you want somebodymcharge . 
who knows howto'do the jOb 

- You mrghtthmktlus isobvious; but 1tre-.' 
; ahy isn’t;because the odd fact here is that 
there-are’times.when the general public 
seems to prefer weakiiessin‘a President.: 
*1 happen*to.be‘in‘a minority in ‘my 

.oplmon :of ‘that: man:who came: after | 
-Coolidge, HerbertHoover 1 knowmost 

jpracncal]y caused theDepres31o srngle-g 
‘handed, :but :1-think ‘he ‘was nacmally a. 
;Presxdent who tned hard and drd 1% 

| ‘implementation of fllese ideas will affect 
not only the present but-also the future. 
To put it a different way, a good President - 
‘has qttohaveanunderstandJng of history. 

The next essenfial quality is the ability 
vince ‘the Congress ‘to’ go along” 

oW 1th his 1dea.,,- andi,.of ‘course; aiso con- 
nce the general public'that his ideasare | 

o'od——paruclflarly when, as‘often’ ‘hap- 
pens, a lot of legislators and alarge seg-- 
ment’ of the general public don’t think 
‘much’of the idéas when-they’re: “first 
presented And with this quality must go 
the ability to be able to determine and 
understand exaefly the way the people 
are thmkmg 

~ .Agood Pre51denr should a.lSO have ‘the 
_ability to continue znd further the. good 
> programsrof former Presidents and‘fiot 
- try t0 abandon.them simply becausc; fixe 
- previous. Presideni, or Presidents before. 
. that one; belonged toa dlfrerent polmc'a.; : 

party.. 
- My: defimnon of a leader in Tee 

~country is a man who can persuade peo 
“ple to do what they don’t 'want to do,;or 
do what they’ re 't00 lazy to do; and .1ke It 

“1Of course, you’ve got to have a program 
| -that: ‘you: yourself beheve is the best you: 

=+1 ~can get together.'” : 
;come at; the nm It 
‘ministration were blamex 
“were not: thelr fault, thmgs ‘which: ‘were! 
‘coming on e¥er.since ‘Wilson left offive’ 
f'and Harding became Presxdent in:1921." 
“Equally important,.a-good® ‘President 

'must have the ability to come up with new* 
ideas and an understanding’of how the 

“And, to get his’ pmgrams over a éood 
h | President must inform the people of ex- 

=actly what he’s ‘trying 16°do and keep on 
‘inforining them. Thadictators of the werld | 

“{.say that 3 you ‘tell a lie often’ enough 
people will believe it. Well, if you tell the 
“truth often’ enough ‘they’ll beheve 1t and 
g0 along with you. %   
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