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STATEMENT OF THE PRESI DENT OF THE AFRI CAN NATI ONAL
CONGRESS ON THE 17TH ANNI VERSARY OF THE 1976 STUDENTS

UPRI SI NG

ONCE AGAI N, FREEDOM LOVI NG SOUTH AF RI CAN S AND

DEMOCRATI C MANKI ND THE WORLD OVER CO vf MEMORATE JUNE

THE 16TH, THE DAY ON WHI CH UNARVMVED STUDENT PROTESTERS
WERE MASSACRED | N SOAETO, 17 YEARS AGO

THE RALLY THI'S MORNI NG | S ONE AMONGST MANY GATHERI NGS
ORGANI SED THROUGH THE LENGTH AND BREADTH OF THI S

COUNTRY TO MARK THI' S OCCASSI ON.

LOOKI NG BACK AT THE EVENTS OF THE LAST 17 YEARS, WE CAN SAY
W THOUT FEAR OF BEI NG CONTRADI CTED BY H STORY, THAT JUNE
16, 1976 HERALDED THE BEGQ NNI NG OF THE END OF THE CENTURI ES-
OLD WH TE RULE IN THI S COUNTRY. THE RESPONSE OF OUR PECPLE
TO THE MASSACRE OF UNARMED STUDENTS WAS TO RALLY BEHI ND
THEI R ORGANI SATI ONS FOR LI BERATI ON.

THROUGH | TS BRUTAL RESPONSE, THE APARTHEI D REG ME HOPED
TO SUPPRESS ALL RESI STANCE TO I TS DI ABOLI C SCHEMES.
HONEVER, THE EVENTS OF JUNE 16TH AND AFTER | NJECTED A NEW
LI FE | NTO THE STRUGGLE AGAI NST APARTHEI D RULE. HUNDREDS

OF THOUSANDS OF OUR PEOPLE COWM TTED THEMSELVES TO THE
STRUGGLE. THOUSANDS TOOK THE DECI SION TO JO N THE RANKS

OF THE LI BERATI ON MOVEMENT. THE RANKS OF UMKHONTO V\E

S| ZWE AND THE UNDERGROUND PRESENCE OF THE ANC WERE
SVELLED BY THE BEST SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF OUR

MOTHERLAND.



THROUGH CUR SACRI FI CES AND STRUGGLE WE HAVE ADVANCED TO
A PO NT WHERE A NON- RACI AL DEMOCRACY |I'S NO LONGER SI MPLY
A CRAVI NG OF THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN VI CTI M5 OF APARTHEI D, BUT
A DEMAND OF ALL SQUTH AFRI CANS. I N THE STRUGGLE FOR THE
LAST 17 YEARS, OUR YOUTH HAVE MADE A MAGNI FI CENT
CONTRIBUTION, BE IT IN OUR PECPLE S ARMY UMKHONTO VE

SI ZVE, | N OUR UNDERGRCUND WORK OR I'N

THE MASS STRUGELES WACGED UNDER THE BANNER OF THE UDF,
COSATU AND MAN Y OTHER DEMOCRATI C FORMATI ONS.

MANY OF OUR YOUTH AND STUDENTS LAI D DOMWN THEI R LI VES ON
JUNE 16, 1976. MANY THOUSANDS MORE OF OUR PECPLE HAVE I N
THE LAST 17 YEARS, PAID THAT SUPREME SACRI FI CE | N PURSUANCE
OF DEMOCRACY AND THE LI BERATI ON OF OUR MOTHERLAND. HOW
MANY MORE SHOULD STILL LOOSE THEI R LI VES BEFORE | T CAN
DAWN ON THE POWNERS THAT BE THAT ENOUGH IS ENOUGH. HOW
MANY MORE SHOULD STILL LOOSE THEIR LI VES OR FACE A BLEAK
FUTURE W THOUT EDUCATI ON AND WORK BEFORE I T IS REALI SED
THAT WE NEED DEMOCRATIC RULE M I N TH S COUNTRY.

COVPATRI OTS,

AS WE MEET HERE TODAY, TO MARK THI S OCCASSI ON, THE CAUSES
OF THE SONETO UPRI SI NGS CONTI NUE TO BE WTH US. THE
EDUCATI ON CRI SIS HAS I N THE LAST 17 YEARS CONTI NUED TO
DEEPEN. A FEW | RRESI STI BLE QUESTI ONS MJUST BE PUT TO THE
GOVERNMENT.

FI RSTLY, WHAT ACCOUNTS FOR THE FACT THAT SEVENTEEN YEARS
AFTER A CRISIS OF THE MAGNI TUDE OF THE 1976 PROTESTS, THE
QUALITY AND CONDI TI ONS OF BLACK EDUCATI ON HAVE FURTHER
DETERI CRATED?



VWHY SEVENTEEN YEARS LATER THE ATTI TUDE OF GOVERNMENT
AUTHORI TI ES TO EDUCATI ON GRI EVANCES AND DEMANDS | S STI LL
TYPI CAL OF THE BEHAVI OQUR WHI CH PLUNGED THI S WHOLE

COUNTRY | NTO A CRI SI S? WHY HAS THE GOVERNMVENT ADOPTED

AN UN- CARI NG ATTI TUDE AS EDUCATI ON | NCREASI NGLY BECAME A
PRESERVE OF THOSE FAM LI ES WHO COULD AFFORD TO PAY? AND
VWHY |'S THE GOVERNMVENT REFUSI NG TO MOVE AVWAY FROM
SEPARATE DEVELOPMENT | N EDUCATI ON VWHI LE AT THE SAME TI ME
CONTI NUI NG TO CLAI M THAT APARTHEID IS DEAD AND BURI ED?
THERE |'S I NDEED LI TTLE DOUBT THAT | F LEFT UNATTENDED, THE
RECENT DEMANDS BY TEACHERS AND STUDENTS WOULD HAVE
EFFECTI VELY LED TO A TOTAL COLLAPSE I N WHAT REMAIN S OF
APARTHEI D EDUCATION. I T I'S NOT AN OVERSTATEMENT TO SAY
TH' S PROBLEM WAS FAST APPRQOACI - HNG PROPCRTI ONS SIM LAR TO
THE 1976 CRISIS | F NOT' WORSE.

VWH LE THE GOVERNMENT HAS MET SOVE OF THE DEMANDS RAI SED
BY STUDENTS AND TEACHERS THERE ARE STI LL SEVERAL OTHER

| MPORTANT PROBLEM AREAS | N EDUCATI ON THAT MJST BE
ADDRESSED. | N TH S REGARD, THE SPEEDY CONVENI NG OF THE
PROPOSED NATI ONAL EDUCATI ON FORUM | S OF CRI TI CAL

| MPORTANCE. ONCE MORE LET US HASTEN TO WARN THE
GOVERNMENT THAT THI'S FORUM CAN ONLY SUCCEED IN I TS
FUNCTION I F I T ENJOYS SOVEREI GNTY FROM THE | NCUVBENT
AUTHORI TIES AND |'S UNHINDERED IN I TS DUTIES. I F THI S FORUM
HAS TO MAKE A MEANI NG FULL CONTRI BUTI ON TO THE

RESOLUTI ON OF THE | MVENSE PROBLEMS PLAGUI NG THE

EDUCATI ON SYSTEM I N THI' S COUNTRY, | T MJST NECESSARI LY BE
VESTED W TH PONERS CONGRUENT WTH THI' S J OB.



COMRADES, WE W SH TO SEE THE CONVENI NG OF A

REPRESENTATI VE AND EMPOAERED FORUM ON EDUCATI ON VHI CH
WLL BRI NG ALL STAKE- HOLDERS TOGETHER SO THAT THE TASK OF
DI SMANTLI NG THE PRESENT FRAGVENTED EDUCATI ON

AUTHORI TI ES CAN COMVENCE | N EANERST.

A FORUM THAT WLL BEG N TO WORK TOMRDS A CENTRALI ZED
EDUCATI ON BODY DESI GNED TO MEET THE NEEDS OF ALL. TH S
NEED CAN NO LONGER AWAI T THE RESCLUTI ON OF ALL OTHER
PROBLEMS. THE TRUTH IS THAT THE LONGER WE TAKE TO ADDRESS
TH' S PROBLEM THE MORE WE DRI FT TOMRDS AN ABYSS OF
DESPAI R AND THE MORE | S THE FUTURE OF OUR CHI LDREN
UNDERM NED . I N TH S REGARD, THE CHALLENGE WE FACE AS A
PECPLE IS MORE THAN THE SI MPLE RESTORATI ON OF A CULTURE OF
LEARNI NG | N QUR NATI ON AND TO A TRADI TI ON OF VALUI NG
ACADEM C ACHI EVEMENT AMONG OUR YOUTH.

AS WE MOVE CLOSER TO A DEMOCRATI C ORDER I N THI' S COUNTRY,
EDUCATI ON BECOVES ONE OF THE MOST | MPORTANT OCCUPATI ON
FOR THE M LLI ONS | N WHOSE NAMVE WE HAVE PROSECUTED THI S
STRUGGLE. I T I S THEREFORE NO LONGER ENOUGH TO CRI TI Cl SE.
THE VALUE OF OUR YOUTH SHOULD BE MEASURED BY THEI R LEVEL
OF DI SCI PLI NE AND COWM TMENT TO THEI R STUDI ES.
ITISWTHTH S IN MND THAT WE TAKE TH S OPPORTUNI TY TO CALL
UPON THE STUDENTS TO APPROACH THEI R STUDI ES W TH ALL

SERI QUSNESS. EDUCATI ON IS VERY CRUCI AL FOR YOUR FUTURE AS
I T WLL ENABLE YOQU TO BETTER SERVE YOUR COMMUNI TI ES AND
OUR COUNTRY DURI NG THE DI FFI CULT PERI CD OF

RECONSTRUCT! ON.



COVPATRI OTS,

ONE OTHER CATEGORY OF YOUTH WHOSE CONDI TIONS OF LIF E
CONTI NUE TO BE OF GREAT CONCERN TO US IS THE M LLI ONS OF
YOUTH WHO ARE OQUT OF SCHOOL AND OQUT OF WORK. OVER THE
LAST ONE AND A HALF DECADE OUR COUNTRY HAS W TNESSED THE
ENERGENCE OF A CGENERATI ON OF YCOUNG PEOPLE WHO HAVE

FI LTERED THROUGH THE CRACKS THAT BEGAN TO EMERGE FROM
THE SCCI AL FABRI C OF OUR COVMUNI TI ES. FRUSTRATED BY THE
LACK OF OPPORTUNI TI ES UNDER APARTHEI D , W THOUT EDUCATI ON
AND J OBS, MANY OF THEM HAVE BEEN ENTI CED BY THE SHORT-

LI VED ADVENTURES OF CRI M NAL LI FE. A DEMOCRATI C SOUTH
AFRI CA HAS A RESPONSI BILITY OF NOT ONLY G VI NG HOPE TO
THESE YOUNG PEOPLE, BUT ALSO TO OFFER THEM REAL PROSPECTS
IN A NEW SOClI ETY, WHERE ALL SHALL HAVE EQUAL

OPPORTUNI TIES. THI S IS WHAT THE ANC IS FI GHTI NG FOR. WE MUST
THEREFORE DEVI CE MEAN S OF REACI - HNG QUT TO THESE YOUNG
PECPLE, EI THER THROUGH SKI LLS TRAI NI NG JOBS, EDUCATI ON,
SPORTS, AND OTHER MEANI NGFUL OCCUPATI ONS.

NATURALLY, AS WE COMVEMORATE TPHS DAY, WHAT

| MVEDI ATELY SEI ZES THE M NDS OF ALL PERSONS OF CONSCI ENCE
'S THE NEED TO BRING AN END TO TH S | NHUMAN SYSTEM LAST
YEAR VWE MARKED JUNE 16 AGAI NST THE BACKGROUND OF A

RAI SED TEMPO OF CONFLI CT.



THI'S SCENARI O WAS EPI TOM SED BY THE DEADLOCK AT CODESA 2,
THE BO PATONG MASSACRE, OUR SUBSEQUENT PROCGRAMVE OF

MASS ACTI ON AND THE BI SHO MASSACRE. TWELVE MONTHS LATER
VE MARK JUNE 16 WTH N THE CONTEXT OF RESUMED

NEGOT! ATI ONS, WHEREI N THE CARDI NAL PO NT OF THE

TRANSI TI ONARY PROCESS AS PROPOSED BY THE ANC AND I TS

PATRI OTI C FRONT ALLIES CAN NO LONGER BE DENI ED. OF NO LESS
| MPORTANCE IS THE JO NI NG OF MULTI - PARTY NEGOTI ATI ONS BY
MORE PCLI TI CAL PARTI ES | NCLUDI NG THCSE WHO | NI TI ALLY
SCOFFED THEM AS A WASTE COF TI ME. THESE DEVELOPMENTS SERVE
TO UNDERSCORE THE FACT THAT DESPI TE THE NUMEROUS

H CCUPS, SCUTH AFRI CA HAS ONLY ONE ROUTE TO GO, THE PATH OF
POPULAR NON- RACI AL DEMOCRACY. | N THI S REGARD THE

TENTATI VE AGREEMENT ON THE ELECTI ONS DATE IS A STEP IN THE
RI GHT DI RECTI ON. AND THERE IS NO TURNI NG BACK. NO - ONE AND
NO - ONE SHALL BE ALLOWED TO DELAY THI S PROCESS AND
PROLONG THE AGONY UNDER WHI CH OUR PEOPLE LI VE.

TO THE YOUTH IN SECURI TY F ORCES

AS WE COMVEMORATE THE MASSACRES OF 1976, WE W SH TO TAKE
THI'S OPPORTUNI TY TO ADDRESS THE ROLE PLAYED BY THOSE
YOUNG PECPLE WHO ARE | N UNI FORM AS MEMBERS OF THE
GOVERNMENT SECURI TY FORCES. THE THOUSANDS OF LI VES LOST
SINCE 1976 CAN I N NO SVMALL MEASURE BE ATTRI BUTED TO THE
HOSTI LE ATTI TUDE OF MANY OF THESE YOUNG PECPLE TOWARDS

OUR COMVUNI TI ES. EVEN AS WE STAND AT THE THRESHOLD OF A
NEW ERA I N OUR COUNTRY, THERE ARE STILL MANY ELEMENTS
WTH N THE ARMY AND THE PCLI CE WHO CONTI NUE TO CONDUCT
THEMSELVES AND DO THINGS I N THE OLD WAY.



TO THOSE RESPONSI BLE FOR THE KI LLI NGS | N KATLEHONG, PROTEA,
Bl SHO AND EVERYWHERE ELSE, TO ALL THE YOUTH I N THE POLI CE
AND THE ARMY, ESPECI ALLY

THE BLACK YOUTH, WE SAY THE TIME I S NOW FOR YOU TO REALI SE
THAT YOUR CAREERS AND PROFESSI ONS ARE NOT EQUAL TO
APARTHEI D. | NDEED, AS W TH ALL OTHER PROFESSI ONAL Cl VI L
SERVANTS, WHETHER AS TEACHERS OR TRAFFI C OFFI CERS, YOUR
PROFESSI ONALI SM AND THE LOOM NG NEW ORDER DEMANDS A

COW TMENT THAT TRANSCENDS THE TRAPPI NGS OF APARTHEI D.
COWPATRI OTS, AS WE COMVEMORATE THE SACRI FI CE OF THE JUNE
16, 1976 MARTYRS, LET ME | NVOKE THE LEGEND OF THE TRI AL-
BLAZERS OF THE HERO C YOUTH AND STUDENT MOVEMENT OF OUR
COUNTRY, | N THE NAME OF OUR BELOVED OLI VER TAMBO, ANTON
LEMBEDE, PETER MDA AND MANY OTHERS | N CALLI NG UPON OUR
YOUTH AT THI' S RALLY TO PREPARE CUR PECPLE FOR THE

ACCOM PLI SHVENT OF ONE OF THE HARDEST TASK TO FACE OUR
PECPLE - THE ELECTI ONS FOR THE FI NAL DECOLONI SATI ON OF
SQUTH AFRI CA. ONCE MORE THE CAPACI TY OF OUR MOVEMENT TO
TAKE US FORWARD W LL BE DETERM NED BY THE COVM SSI ONS
AND OW SSI ONS OF OQUR YOUNG PEOCPLE. THEY ARE BETTER
PLACED NOT ONLY TO PROVI DE THE M LLI ONS OF OUR

COM vaN TI ES W TH VOTER EDUCATI ON BUT ABOVE ALL TO ENSURE
THAT THOSE WHO ARE | N NEED FEEL OUR LOVE, UNDERSTANDI NG
AND COVPASSI ON. AS YOU GO QUT TO MOBI LI SE OUR PECPLE FOR
THE FI NAL BATTLE THROUGH THE BALLOT- BOX THEY MUST FEEL
THAT YOU ARE THEI R EQUALS, AND NOT THEI R TUTORS AND
MASTERS. AS THE HONOURARY LI FE PRESI DENT OF THE AN C YL,
COVRADE O R TAMBO SAID "WE CAN BE W SE | N KNOALEDGE AND
HUMBLE | N APPROACH'.



COMRADES, AS WE ENTER THE LAST M LE TO OUR PROM SED LAND
LET US ALWAYS REMEMBER THAT W THCOUT DI SCI PLI NE THERE CAN
BE NO CORGANI SATI ON, AND W THOUT ORGANI SATI ON THERE W LL
BE NO STRUGGLE. OUR ABI LI TY TO FUNCTI ON AS A CCHESI VE
FORCE AND COVBATI VE MOVEMENT DEPENDS ON THE DI SCI PLI NE
WE ARE ALL ABLE TO MASTER AS | NDI VI DUALS AND AS AN

ORGANI SATI ON I N OUR DAILY WORK. TCDAY THE AFRI CAN

NATI ONAL CONGRESS | S ElI GHTY- ONE YEARS OLD - EI GHTY ONE
YEARS OF STRUGGELE AND SACRI FI CE. MANY NCBLE SONS AND
DAUGHTERS OF OUR LAND HAVE LAI D DOMN THEI R LI VES FOR THE
GOAL OF FREEDOM AND TCDAY HI STORY HAS CHOSEN US TO BE THE
M DW FE OF THEI R DREAMS. AS FOR ME, NOTHI NG WLL G VE ME
FULFI LLMENT THAN THE KNOW.EDGE THAT AS A PECPLE WE HAVE
SACRI FI CED OUR ALL TO PUT OUR YOUTH I N THE POSI TI ON WHERE
THEY CAN DECI DE THE FUTURE OF OUR COUNTRY ON THE BASI S OF
EQUAL CPPCORTUNI TI ES.

LONG LI VE THE SPIRIT OF JUNE 16.



