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ENELSON MANDELA

| NTERNATI ONAL RECEPTI ON COWM TTEE

40 Bownng GreenLane. London. ECLIR ONE Unned ngdow

Tenphone: 01- 2780333 Fax 01-8377612 | enxz267247

To: National Reception Co.mittees, National Anti-Apartheid and Solidarity
Movenent s

RE: | NTERNATI ONAL PI CKET OF SOUTH AFRI CAN EHBASSI ES AND CONSULATES ON 2ND
FEBRUARY 1990 TO DEMAND RELEASE OF NELSON HANDELA AND ALL PCLI TI CAL PRI SONERS
As | trust you are aware the Nel son Mandel a I nternational Reception Commttee
(IRC) was launched on 8th January. This initiative was taken foll ow ng
consultations with the African National Congress and with the full support of
its President Aiver Tanbo. In case you have not received the Internationa
Appeal which was issued to mark the launch of the IRC and outlining its

pur pose, please contact us at the above address.

Since the launch of the IRC there has been even nore specul ation over the
possi bl e i npendi ng rel ease of Nel son Mandela. It now appears tha his rel ease
could take place within the next few weeks and therefore our work has assuned
an ever greater urgency.

We need to step up our efforts to secure the rel ease of Nel son Mandel a and
all political prisoners inrediately. The IRCis therefore calling for
protests outside all South African Enbassies and Consul ates or Trade M ssions
on Friday 2nd February. On this day F.W de Klerk is due to address the
openi ng session of the racist tri-canmeral parlianent. The purpose of these
protests will be to demand the i mredi ate and unconditional rel ease of Nel son
Mandel a and all political prisoners, including those on death row. W would
urge that protests be sent directly to Pretoria in countries which maintain
no diplomatic relations with apartheid South Africa.

We woul d wel come your co-operation in conpiling an international survey of
the awards and ot her honours whi ch have been bestowed on Nel son Mandel a.

Pl ease send details i mediately of any such awards fran your country, eg.
Freedom of the City, Honorary Degrees, streets which have been naned after
Nel son Mandel a, indeed any such informati on which you believe will be of use.
W want to ensure that all those that have honoured Nel son Mandel a cel ebrate
his rel ease and that Nel son Mandel a hi nsel f has as conprehensive a record as
possi bl e of such honours.

Unl ess you have done so already, may | urge you to encourage the
establ i shnent of a National Reception Committee in your country. The ai m of
such National Reception Commttees will be to try and pronote activity at a
nati onal level on the sanme basis as the International Reception Committee.

We have stressed that it is not envisaged that the National Reception

Comm ttee nor indeed the International Reception Conmittee, should suppl ant
exi sting structures but rather act to provide a franmework for co-ordi nated
activity over the comi ng nonths. Can we ask you to be in touch with the ANC
Chi ef Representative in your country or region to discuss the nodalities of
setting up a National Reception Commttee with the broadest possible

partici pation.
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all correspondence to be senl to the CO ORDI NATOR Supho Pltyana



Finally | should let you know of the progress we have al ready made by
establishing the International Reception Comrittee. W have set up a specia
office in London with Sipho Pityana as Co-ordi nator together with a snal
admnistrative staff. W have established close working relations with the
Nati onal Reception Conmittee in South Africa, and its Chairman Cyri
Ramaphosa has agreed to join our Conmttee of Patrons, as have Walter Sisulu
and Archbi shop TUtu. Qther prom nent international personalities who have
agreed to serve as Patrons are Wllie Brandt, Madame Mtterand, Sir Shridath
Ranphal , Julius Nyerere, MalcolmFraser, Dennis Healey, Jimy Carter, and Fr
M guel d’ Escota and Ms Palne. At a national |evel progress is being nade
to establish National Reception Comrmitees in as nmany countries as possible.

| was able to personally attend a nmeeting in New York on the 9th January to
prepare for the establishment of a US National Reception Committee. Sipho
addressed the inaugural neeting of the National Reception Comrmittee in
Britain. W intend to produce a regul ar newsheet to keep you informed of
devel opnents at the international |evel and especially on news from South
Afri ca.

| am nost excited by what has been achieved so far. This initiative does
seemto have captured peoples imagination and | truly believe that not only
will Nelson Mandel a’s rel ease be an occassion for great celebration but wll
lead to a new inpetus for the international canpaign against apartheid. |
very much hope that once National Reception Commttees are established we can
convene a consultation between the International Reception Committee so that
we can exchange views and ideas on the way forward.

Ar chbi shop Trevor Buddl eston CR

Convener

18t h January, 1990



NELSON MANDELA | NTERNATI ONAL RECEPTI ON COVM TTEE

A list of suggestions on initiatives for NRC s

- The compiling of a conprehensive |list of sponsoring organisations of the
Nat i onal Reception Conmittee (NRC

- The conpiling of a list of individuals who have participated in the
canpai gn for Mandel a’s rel ease, eg. artists at the Wenbly Concert, Myors of
cities which have honoured Mandela, etc, so that they can be asked to be
sponsors of the NRC

- The compiling of a list of all bodies which have honoured Nel son Mandel a
and to approach themto

(a) advise them of the existence of the NRC

(b) urge themto nake final efforts to secure the rel ease of Nel son Mandel a
(c) prepare to celebrate the inpending rel ease of Nel son Mandel a

- To organise a national advertisement to appear i mediately after Mandela's
rel ease wel conmng his release, calling for support for the rel ease of al
prisoners, etc and announcing details of celebrations, to be signed by

or gani sati ons

- To work out a contingency programre in event of Mandel a bei ng rel eased
sooner than planned for eg. press conference, performances to celebrate

rel ease

- To organise an imedi ate cel ebrati on outside South African enbassy/consul ar
of fice, on announcenent of the release of Nel son Mandel a and on the day of
his rel ease itself

_ To organise rally within few days of Nel son Mandel a’' s rel ease

- To produce T-shirts, badges, posters etc

- To organise an Early day Mtion in Parlianent to be tabled i nmedi ately on
Nel son Mandel a’ s rel ease

- To approach local authorities to fly ANC flag on the day of Nel son
Mandel a’ s rel ease

- To encourage street parties or other appropriate activity in roads naned
after Nel son Mandel a

- To encourage cel ebrations/parties etc in student union buil dings named
after Nel son Mandel a

- To urge acadenic and other institutions that have given honorary degrees
and other awards to Nel son Mandela to issue a formal invitation to himto
receive themin person, and to publicise such action

- To urge those cities that have given Nel son Mandel a freedom of the city to
issue a formal invitation to himto receive it in person, and to publicise
such action



