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THE DECISION by the

ANC to include the Na-
tional Party in their 80th

- anniversary celebratory

march in Eersterus, near
Pretoria, is going too far,
To make conciliatory
gestures during the Codesa
talks is one thing, but (o
actually march with the
oppressor, while there are
still political prisoners in
Jjail and CCB agents and

activists unaccounted for,

Csre

SO

is an out and out disgrace.

Has Mr Molefe Makinta,
of the ANC Pretoria sub-
region, forgotten about the
National Party’s history of
racism, oppression and cor-
ruption.

Has he . forgotten
Sharpeville, Steve Biko,
District Six, the Erika
Theron Commission, the
Senate manipulation to de-
prive the “ coloureds’’ of
their vote in the 50’s and

Infogate and Inkathagate.
They say you can judgea
man by his friends: is the
ANC prepared to befriend
the National Party which
even today spends only
R1410 a year on each
black child's education
R4 103 a year on each
white child’s education.

As a Democratic Party

national councillor, T am
pleased that I have resisted
attemplts to have the DP join
up with the ANC,

If the ANC intends
climbing into bed with the
Nats and its shocking
record of human rights vio-

lations, then there is all the
more need for another inde-

pendent political party.

A party committed to a
non-racial democratic
South Africa and that has a
proud tradition of fighting
apartheid and upholding
human rights, . '

I really cannot see the -
day that the Democratic
Party will voluntarily, and
not out of any required pro-
tocol, march with the Na-
tional Party until such time
as there is majority rule in
South Africa,

RHETT KAHN (Dr),
Virginia.
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morning that I was stil] allve,”
Shorlly affer pelling elosed af §
es broke out botween CP sy
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to restrain them,
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ant CP supportors,
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e ahead with reform, “But
have got {o pay greater attontion fo

widely touted s of
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Negotiations ‘must now speed up’. -
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POTCHEFSTROOM — Ths CP inflict-
ed a erushing defeal on the National- = :
Ists in yesterday's by-election — buta  again a8 a result of an unworkable and
disappointed NP said the result would discriminatory policy.” '
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LINDEN BIRNG
TWO semior Pretoria lawyers have effec. %
tvely been barred from appearing in court
and a third temiporarily restricted after

represented
hearings' op applications against their
clients by three former Ciyil Co-operation
Bureau (CCB) members last year.
Although none of the lawyers had besn

termination and Suspension of their !
membersip was the strictect the
Bar conld deliver, said an advo-

passed on their practice ”

ShonldBurger,Kmpchoasenm&e
next three mopths attempt tn represent
clients in eowrt, the Rar Council conld
hring an action to have them struck off the
roll, he said

Burger and Remp alsg represented for-
mex Defence Mimister Gen Magnns Malan,
former SADF chief Gen Jarmie Gelden-
huys and meSmFdnﬁngme 1990 Harms
Commission probe of alleged state-
spomsored hit squad actvities,

Yesterday’s decision on Burger, -Kemp
and Goosen Was not related to the Harms
Cammimion.ltpa‘taineﬂonlymthesubae-
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KNOCKED DOWN: An elder ét woman is tended by ambulance staff after being

knocked down by a car in

rand Streat.,The car apparently skidded on water.

'FEAB stalks a ‘black schoohm :

the centre of Stellenbosch after
arsonists attacked it, causing
damage estimated at R10 000.
A teacher at Luckhoff No 2, Mr
aphelo Ntshanga, said the at-
tac had caused panic at the
school and pupils were worried
about their safety.

The tuition programme. had
been disrupted, “at a time when
we were getting everything in or-
der”, he said.

The school

;"onﬁto the Uni-
versity of Stellenbosch and is
leased to the nent of Edu-

cation and Tr: :

being built in Ka

h detective branch
commander Captain Lourens le
Roux said police were investigat-

L ing the fire b

__..mm 4 16

arrested. !
The gates and doors were
locked when the fire broke out
and there were signs that the ar-
sonists jumped over the fence.

Books, maps, rugs and furni-
ture in the staff room and library
were burnt and the windows
were broken.

Police have asked anyone with
information about the fire to con-
tact Detective-Sergeant Colin
Wenn at TR 02231 70341. :
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Violence
progress

The Argus Foreign Service

WASHINGTON. — Continuing
violence in South Africa indi-
cates progress is being made in
constitutional talks in spite of
opposition from extremists,
says United States Assistant
'Secretary of State for Africa
| Mr Herman Cohen,

“The fact that violence is -

continuing and even increasing
is troublesome, but I think it
also reflects the fact that those
who do not want negotiations
— the extremists in various
communities — see that nego-
tiations are moving well and
are therefore stepping up the
violence,” he told a press con-
ference. 3

“So it reflects the progress
that has been made and we
hope negotiators will continue
to forge ahead and not be de-
terred by the violence, which is
what I t{ink they will do.”

’I‘heb US was encouraged, he
said, by the rogress in consti-
tutional talkg. “They are pro-
ceeding in a good atmosphere
and there seems to be a will-
ingness on all sides to listen to
the concerns of other sides, and
we feel there is a good chance
that many of the issues will be
compromised into solutions ac-
ceptable to the various fac-
tions.”

He said that while the US
was concerned by some of the
statements on the economy
made recently by the ANC, the
evolution in the ANC’s thinking
was positive.

“The ANC president Mr Nel-
son Mandela came here and

2
— Cohen

talked about the importance of
a vigorous private sector and
the importance of foreign in-
vestment and domestic invest-
ment, so'we feel that there is
growing acceptance of the im-
portance of a free market sys-
tem in South Africa and we |
think the evolution within the
ANC is favourable.”

Asked about the role of the
Inkatha Freedom Party in con-
stitutional talks, he said he had
met IFP president Chief Man-
gosuthu Buthelezi last week
and had been assured that the
IFP was taking part in Codesa
and its working groups as a full
member, although Chief Buthe-
lezi was not himself ‘taking
part. ;

Questioned about the US atti-
tude to President De Klerk’s
undertaking to hold a white
referendum on any new consti-
tution, Mr Cohen said he felt it
was realistic to test the views
of any community. ' :

“If any major community re-
Jects the constitution or the in-
terim constitution, it would not -
be workable.

“However I am fully confi-
dent the white community will
support a reasonable constitu-
tional arrangement negotiated
within Codesa.”

Mr Cohen is to visit South
Africa next month for the an-
nual conference on South Afri-
ca sponsored by the Aspen In-
stitute attended by about 10
members of US Congress,
prominent academics and
economists in the US and South
Africa.
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JOHANNESBURG_-The Afri- bet;hnom%y, terms of relation- ment of Trade and Industry, Dr
can National Congress has 1o ships to oreign buyers oF sell-  Stef Naude, said export incen-
grade policy, its economic advis- €IS, and the role of foreign tives had been changed because
er on mtunat.iunal economic re- investment. they had been badly abused.
lations, Mr Alan Hirsch, told a «Just because pmbectlonistn The Government, he said, was
trade briefing here. was a trﬁ.i ajor ?r? 1&1 se gif fully tJ&‘:cma.ref jof n':ihe t?ro%sible ad-
.‘ : uncompetitiveness omestic  van es of joining tra e groups
The ANC's general economi¢  man does not mean such as Lome, but antil now this

ufac
olicy documents nave very lit-  that simply & oing away with Sd been politically impossible
e 1o _say"agguttéﬁrlagg gg&"gﬁg tariff protection make man- ‘Tt might become possible in
mofwabmollr;g,loﬂ & O megsmen, man- ufacturers competitive.” the future,” he said. .
ufacturers and exgorteré who sg‘; s%d“tgﬁcgglg;\i?e:gsd No mechanism existed at
ik e e gRt it e ecasitEipln
port changes being made t0 tge Btruc o ca’s re- pation — ‘it d€ nds on o&f
Country’s trade PO cies Jationships With trading P ou are perceived” — and pride
_ Ja e and international  Dales  1OU Aothing to with the isSUe
- He attributed the lack of a such as GATT (General - Of course We would ben ofit
g?nc to the ANC’s reasonin ment of Tariffs and Trade), A gom develo e nation st s
at it was an 2 unct to cen (Preferential Trade Area), the eloping nat a

economic questions, “many_ of European community and
which we are still grapp jng Lome. was.”

1 It ;

He was confident his views quickly, however, pbecause these on cor}sult ation ab out
were broadly in line with ANC issues could be addressed O changes 11 policy, DI Naude
economic olicy-in-the-making. while “the window of opportuni- said most documents were wide-
and the ANC and the Confeder- ty that is our transition to de- 1 t_:irculated, and noqady was
ation of south’ African Trade mocracy is open”. Next year eliberately aveided. “We will
Unions ¢though T cannot speak might be too late. talk to anyone.’

for Cosatu”) accepted exports of He said the Govemment's re- In his earlier priefing, DI
manufact.ured product.s and ser- luctance to reposition south Naude said the jump *from sin
vices to be vital for medium- Africa as 2 «developing coun: to virtuosity’ could not be man-
and long-term economic g{OWth- try” rather thanas 2 “developed aged overn ght.

However, he added: “It is true country”’ was due to pride, and The 1960s was a decade of im-
that most 'ANC advisers expect it was losing economic advan- port replacement. and, conse-
economic concerns in the first 1ages as a reult. quentA%; rotect i
few years of transition towards He said the Government, bY This S
democracy to focus internally entering constitutional negotia- ~ the promotion of exports in the
on providing for the basic needs  tions, had admitted its constitu- 1970s, but instead 2 policy of
of economically deprived gouth  tion o be illegitimate. self-sufﬁciency was adopted
Africans.” “The Government cannot in- with a high 1evel of rotection

South Africa’s exis\:iélg trade  stitute major changes in the against imports..

olicy was in dire n€ of re- trade regime, for example, De- XSO =
orm, and protectionist tariffs cause the commitment of 2 fu- lieved in the immediate arrival
were being apused DY manufac- ture government to the same of funds once sanctions were
turers who priced products ac- policies will be doubted by the lifted would have to think again,
cording 1o import parity rather private sector, unless the poli- he added.
than to cost or demand. cies have been negotiat.ed. «There are harsh economic

He warned 2 ainst Industrial «But the Government has realities that have to be faced,
Development q?orataon ro- made no attempt to even con- and among these are extremely
gosals that tariils shoul dt%e sult the ANC, let alone negoti- attractive industrial irg:eé\g.we

0 u

omogen‘ssed and lowere ate with it, pyer revisions to  packages in an
match World Bank standards trade policy.” America, as well as bi-lateral
for a strongly outward-oriented Mr Hirsch said: “What scares agreements."

policy. me more than anything ‘= Shat ~South Africa would have t0

This assumed, he said, that the Government mi%m continue compete for fund
tern of try- where direct forei investment

make manufacturers more com- ing to rush through major eco- was inc! easingly the norm

titive beca t V_v'Ol.lld force ~nomic policy changes in order He rejected an:
em to allocate their resources 1o lock any jncoming govern- pang’ move a
efficiently. ment into 2 policy strait- tionism, sayl
«rpis may be finé in the ab- jacket.” nad a responst
stract world of neo-classical €co- Until the ANC was included in n

nomics, put in the real world discussions, there would be un- poorest, countries in th
y other factors impinge on certainty — the enemy of But it had partici
the ability of a counj:ry to com- investment. y in the Uru%ua}r
pete internationally. Replying to Mr Hirsch, the di- and tariff lev
Among these were access to rector general of the Depart- be reduced. —
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White

voters

deal blow to
De Klerk plan

By Ghristopher Munnlen In Johannesburg

PRESIDENT de Klerk's
hopes of 1.;ainingh majority
white support for his propos-

als for multi-racial power..

-:.hnring in South Africa
received a sharp setback last
night when the pro-apartheid
Conservative party wonacon-
vincing victory in 2 parlia-
mentary by-election

White voters in the West.
ern Transvaal university
town of Potchefstroom

elected the Conservative
yarty candidate, Mr Andries
cyers, with a majority of
2,140 votes in a 733 per cent

Andrles Beyers: victor
fiom the Right

poll, overturning the 1,583
majority won by the ruling
National party in the pre-
reform general election

Dr Andries [reurnicht, the
Conservative leader, hailed
the result as a "'ciear indica-
tion that South African

whites rejeci a handover of |

power to f.i.le African Nation?!
Congress'' and called on ?
de Klerk toresign

The State President is
unlikely to resign, but the
National party will be seri-
ously worri=d by the result. It
indicales a deep concerb
among whites at the speed of
change in the couatry and
soaring rates of violence,

Op this showing, Mr ‘de
Klerk would be unlikely to
win majority support for his
proposals for a multi-racial
interim governiment which he
has promised to put before
the white electorate ina refer-
endum later this year.

The Western Transvaal is
the heartland of the ultra.
Right, but Potchefstroom s
home to one of the more
enlightencd Afrikaner
universities
@ Nine blacks, including
seven killed in fighting
between rival taxl operators
in Cape Town townships, died
in scattered violence yester-
day, police said — AP !

| Terror tactics
frighten oft
electorsin
Punjab poll

A BOYCOTT call, backed by #
terror campaign, kept most of
Punjab's 18:2 million voters
away from the first poll in the
troubled Indian state for
seven years yesterday, writes
Rahul Bedi in Amritsar.

Despite the deployment of
300,000 security forces, turn-
out was estimated to be about
39 per cent compared with
more than 80 per cent at pre-
vious elections.

Many voters, particularly
{n rural areas, were kept away
by death threats in a poster
campaign by militant Sikhs
| demanding an independent
homeland of Khalistan. Sev.
eral bombs exploded, killing
two people and injuring 80, in
Ludhiana and Gurdaspur dis-
tricts. At least 26 others have
died in recent days.

In some rarls of Amritsar
district, policemen anxious to
ensure some polling rounded
up voters terrified of de!‘yir;i
the militanis, and pressur
them into voting.

Results in the pofl for 115
state assembly and 13 federal
seats were due tonight.

The election was hoycotted
by the four maln factions of
the Sikh Akali Dal party. Cap-
tain Amrinder Singh, leader
of the breakaway Akali Dal
{Kabul) party, which did take

art, is expected to be the new

hief Minister, Polling took
place on the second day of a
48-hour, militant-sponsored
general strike, which was
| widely observed.
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PRESIDENT FW de Klerk suf-
fered a stinging rejcction by white
voters of the path of reform, if not
the pringiple of reform, us the gov-
ernment lost the Potchefstroom
by-¢lection in a 10-percent swing
to the pro-apartheid Conscrvative
Party (CP).

In what was primarily a repre-
sentative test of the mood of Afri-
kaners before a promised white
referendum on any new constitu-
tion, the CP overtumed a 1,583
National Party majority to take
the ‘seat formerly held by the
spcaker of parliamént, Louis le

ratige, by flf»{) votes.

‘An "' ‘overjoyed |CP leadcr,
Andries Treumicht, said the gov-
erndient could nb Jonger claim to
speak for whites ‘and that the re
sult Anade 'd reférendum imcle-
vant. *He called for &n immediate
white general clection which, if &
similar, swing were to occuf na-
tionally, would give the Conscrva-
tives a substantial majority. The
victory also put paid to any chance
of the CP joining the government
and the African National Cen-
gress at the national negotiations
on & democratic constitution

The ANC said the result was
not unexpected. “The Poichef-
stroom clectorate . . . Is & tiny frac-
tion of the total potential efector-
ate,f a statement said. “It should
not ihereforc alfect the national
ncgotiation process.”

‘he NP, which had resigned it-
sell privately to losing, was never-
theless surprised at the size of its
defeat. But it said the white back-
lash would not force it from its nc-
gotiating course and that {ts de-
feat was a shorl-term problem
that would not be rcflected in a
nationgl  referendum  among
whites,,

In Potchefstroom, which is in
the Transvaal, the vote was de-
fined largely by the CP, which por-

De Klerk
“reforms

From Chris McGreal
in Potchefstroom

trayed it as a simple test of the
?ow:rnmcnt's handling of reform.
t was conducive 1o a lafge protest
vote. In a referendum the govern-
ment will be in a better position 10
determine the nature of the ballot.
Confronted with the choice of en-
dorsing a new constitution or a
new round of confrontation, the
dissenters will find it harder to opt
for the protest vote and the vac-
uum it offers.
" 'But the NP's defeat yesterday
does force it on to the defepsive In
dealing with the right, which has
won over much of the govémn-
ment’s traditional base of support,
and will compel the Convention
for & Democratic South Africa
(Codesa), the negotiating forum,
1o more morc swiflly towards lts
goal of & new constitution,

“There's deep uncertainty with
voters, because we are in the mid-
dle of the process of negotiations,
We know the process can't be re-
versed. What's important is that
we get an cnd 10 the uncertainty,”
said an NP spokesman, Piet
Coeizer.

An, ANC spokesman, Saki
Magcozoma, said the lesson from
the vote was that it should not
have been held in the first place
“If there is any lesson for the Na-
tinnalists in this election, It Is that
ethnic elections are not compat-
ible with the creation of & demo-
cratic South Africa.”

Depressed NP supporters were
pushed off the streets by ecstatic
Conscrvatives who, fortified by
drink, set about intimidating their
opponents. Shortly before the re-
sult, CP suPpuncn beat up a
black post-office worker and tried
to atiack NP voten, before police
intervened.




. %Y SESMHE FUTURE of the
Wyt - process in South

per cent benchmark many had
seen as necessary for dellvering
a serious blow to the president,

The discrepancy apparently
occurred because a large num.
ber of Republican write-in votes
for Democratic candidates in-
stead of Mr Bush or Mr Bu-
chanan were not counted by
city and town clerks during the
inttial reportin

The Republican write-in
returns showed a substantia)
number of New Hampshire vot.
ers preferred Democratic candi-
dates to either Mr Bush or his
consorvative rival

Although Paul Tsongas won
his primary with 35 per cent,
the rcal Democratic victor was
Governor Bill Clinton of Arkan-
gas, who defled the polls and
pundits to win a more than
respectable sccond place with
26 per cent. Mr Clinton dog-
gedly persevered to overcome
allegations of adultery and
Vietnam war draft-dodging.

“New Hampshire has made

David Bereaford
in Johannesburg

Ov
rica
was thrown into question
last night by the results of a
. parliamentary byelection in
which the ruling National
Party wag trounced by the
rightwing Conservative Party.
The Conservatives took the
key Potchefstroom seat with
8,746 votes against 7,606 for the
Nationalists. The National
Party had a 1,583 vote majority
fn the 1989 general election.
The result brings into ques-
tion President F. W. de Klerk’s
.mandate to enter into negotia-
tions with the black majority
on the country's future.
The Conservative leader, Dr
Andries Treurnicht, who was
also celebrating his 71st birth.
day yesterday, said it was the
proudest moment of his life. He
called for an immedlate gencral
clection, declaring the Nalon-
alists no longor had any right Lo
represent whites at the Conven-
.ton for a Democrati¢ South Af-
rica (Codesa). “The Conserva-
tive Party will lcad our people
to our own promised land,” the
Conservative Party’s trium-
phant candidate, Andrics
Beyers, said.
National Party officials,
shocked by the outcome,
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I'o capitalise” on' NiE Nev
Hampshire victory, Mr Tsongas
must win the Maine caucuses
on Sunday, do well in South Da-
kota next Tuesday, win Mary-
land the week after, and dam-
) in the southern
r-Tuesday.
concentrated
and exhausting pri pro-
cess will have all the idates
flylng tens of thousghkds of
miles from the north' to the
west and south and back again,
with fund-raising stops in New
York and California along the
way, before they fly un t¢ Chi-
cago and Detroit for the rust.
belt primaries on March 17,

The next Democratic cam-
Ea]gn for Tuesday’s South Da-

ota primary has alrcady
begun, but the southern states
will be crucial for both parties.

An ebullient Mr Buchanan,
immediately challenged Mr
Bush to the televised debate
that the president has carefully

T

77026130704 |

avoided. Mr Buchanan then

slip away from the polling
station as the results came in.
The African Mational Oon-
gress put an optimistic inter-
pretation on the result, how-
ever. “‘The Potchefstroom
clectorate is a tiny fraction of
the total potential electorate in
South rica,” a spokesman
said. “It should not, therefore,
affect the nalonal sicgeliation

process.

He added: “The Nationalist
Party must look to a breader
constituency of South Africans
and not narrow its vision in
order to soothe the sensibilities
of a racist minority.”

There were some ugly scenes
earlicr, in one of which Conser-
vative supporters scuffled with
a black telephone engineer
found at the polling statlon. An
effigy representing the ANC
leader, Nelson Mandela, as a
Frankgnstein monster was
erected by Conservatives in
front of the booth.

Mr D¢ Kierk — the most fam-
cuy graduate from Potchet-
stroom University — had held
out the contest as a test of white
support for his reforms. The
Natlondlists threw all their
wois]h_t into the byelection, dis-
patching most of the cabinet to
the constituency to shore up
support. A 75 per cent turnout,
believed to be a South African
byelection record, reflects
white interest in the poll.

Ther¢ will be fears that the
result could preeipitate Nation-
alist defections, possibly includ.
ing some MPs, to the Conserva-
tive Party. At the very least it
will encourage rightwing politi-
cal groupings, giving new credl
bility among their supporters to
demands for pardtion and

INEATHHA |1

o and 1A1sI to

imagination even of an elactne
ate sunk jn receasion, .
Mp, ‘

Governor Jerry Brown pyp)
ning for a platform of fupd,
mental political reform ratg
than for the presidency, @
ished last, with 8 per cent, T8
wrile-in campaign for Gove
Mario Cuomo scored just o
per cent, although polls d
gosted that he would have &
had he officially declarcd §
candidacy. ]

Both parties are now settlig
in to two-horse races, evy
though Mr Harkin claims N
has the organisation and sug
port across the country (o elim
inate the uncharismatic Mg
Tsongas and a wounded Mg
Clinton over the long haul g
the party convention in July, .4

New Hampshire poll, page G
City Notebook, page 14;
Leader Comment,\and Hugo

htwing election victory
threatens reforms in SA

Young, page 20; Martin Walker
analysls, page 21 :

threats of sccession. It could
also encourage black reglonal
puwer Dlvchs —- such gy Cluer
Mangosuthu Puthelezi's In- |
katha movement and Chief Lu-
cas Mangope's homeland of Bo- |}
phuthatswana — to considor an
alliance with the Consery-
atives,

It must now be questionable
whether thc government can |,
win the “white” referendum
which Mr De Klerk has prom-
ised his electorate before enyag:
ing in the next round of major
constitutional] reforms.

The government is likely to
argue, however, that Potchef-
stroom is not a representative
seat nationally, being over
whelmingly conservative

_M“mmn’ tactios won't wash,
page 8 Lot
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of gastro-enteritis among chil-
dren, and health workers at a

main opposi f
s@sted during |
nprecedented

i eution yester-
oot o0

government
Ba tough new

ment said the |
yance — mak- |

, 4xZaminally [{ablo
Yacs' violence — | may
w before Tues- | huw a wown's gomiestic servant
p#hen hundreds

. ¢ 4pnKs were van
1 ’&Sllion leader
( ' strong suspi:
alaw had been

Africa's reform process

were collectively insulted by
their "madams” armed with
bowls of water
The town of Stilfontein, about
siX tniles from Potchefstroom,
has 13,000 inhabitants, signif}.
cantly outnumbered by the
| 35,000 blacks living in the local
¥ head of the | township of Khuma
o4 Front (FP) ! Khuma and Stilfontein have
gegother members | been engaged in civie hostilities
: | for nearly two years The con-
overnight in a | frontation between the two
PP at Agban | communities began with a
pnniittee” of the | black consumer boyeott of
3 still at liberty | white businesses in 1990, in pro-
*Prpaign of civil | test against suspictously high
ket them freed. | electrieity charges in Khuma.
&d i Europe by The boycott forced the Con.

®ent said 103
mted including

OUTH AFRICAN psephol.
ogists will be trying to
work out today what the
| startling Conservative victory
in the Potchefstroom byelection
I means for the future of South

But for those less enamoured
with statistics, enlightenment |
be offered by the story of
g

maternity clinlc found them.
selves delivering babies with.
out power or runntng water.

A high note of e¢ivic-minded-
ness was struck by Stilfontein's
town clerk, Nokkie van Vuuren,
who became concerned about
the health risk posed by the
axmg of cssenttal services. He
sent 2 circular to the white folk
of Stilfontein headed: *Health
hazards that eanld arice due to
the cut-off of watey and electrie-
ity supply to Khuma "

It said: “You are hereby given
notice that yuw dumesuc ser-
vant/employee who resides in
Khuma has no water for sani-
lary services, You could there-
fore be contaminated with the
tollowing by them: 1. Cholera 2.
Dysentery 3. Diarrhoea, ete,
You are requested to ensure
that your domestic servant/om.
ployee docs not prepare any
foodstuffs or handle any uten-
sils unless she has washed hor-
self properly.”

Indignant domestic servants
arrived in Stilfontein to find
their employers walting for
| them with buckets and orders

!

bix Houphouét.
hed the growing

erdliners in the |

scratic Party

1 servativecontrolled Stilfontein | to wash before starting work
town council to_negotiate, but Township residents burned

after a tentative settlement had down their administration of

| been repudiated by more milj. |ﬂcc5 In outrage last week, By

tdiplomats said. | tant township residents, the

inister, Alassane | boycott was resurmed

barge during the The Stilfontein town fathers

t's long private | retaliated in what is becoming a

¥ said on Tues- | tradition among rightwing civic

bagbo and other | leaders dealing with “upplty”

t caught *‘red townships: they ecut off their |
fng the destrue.
e no eyewilness
Cbagbo or other
:’Luv:s taking part

water and ciectricity supplies
and suspended their sewerage
and garbage.removal services I
The township’s two doctors
| reported an increased incidence |

I the weekend the hoycott was
|ca]!ed off in return for the
{ resumption of electricity and
water supplies

But the dispute over utility
charges has still not been
resolved. So the peaco of Stil-
fontein and Khuma — like that
of South Africa as a whole —
continues (¢ hang on the recon-
ciliation of what go often resem-
bles the trreconcilabie
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de Klerk
as right
takes seat

Johannesburg: White voters
signalled opposition to South
Africa’s reform process yes-
terday by inflicting a re
sounding defeat on the gov-
emment n an imﬁuonan( by-
election (Gavin Bell WTites})
Despite a campaign led
personally by President de
Klerk. the ruling National
party lost its stronghold of
Potchefstroom in the wesiem
Transvaal 1o the farright
Conservative pary by & big
majority. The election 'had
‘been regarded as a key indi-
cator of white attitudes 1o
wards shaning power with the
black majority. ;
Andries Beyers, the Conser-
vative nattonal secretary,
polled 9,746 votes 1o 7,606
for Theuns Kruger, the' Na-
tionalist candidate, in a
record 75 ‘per ‘cent turnout
The seat became vacant with
the death last year of Louis le
Grange, the Speaker. who
had held it for the govern-
ment for 25 years. t1is major-
ity in the 1989 general

plectinm vae avar 1 £AA

Blow to A

LGN
245

ut|
i
v
e
n
3w

puBs
psrd

2

——
o1 M1p byno,
A AR BT
Y} sey oy s
LN I pa
Yl Uj e xy
PU® 4o0p 3
o8 104 $30p
PHYd danmyei
IN0) Kep-uaa
siutod | 31835
3uigqoj.ose,
“BIS Ojut 5318y
“UTYI 10U st
ay oy A

: u
SungX w py
ayl yous o)
-ad uwy 9y
Aess 8uof & sui
snoulej v 3q .
IW.. PAaduia

iy

, st
.. 019[8¢
- S3YOIE

v Join
%

y W
1 jo

)spag
‘rlﬂ d
qrk
nsgp
pluom

ssaly

asoyy
ingq
be Juy
twou

asoy

‘na

el 4
pafdy i 10aup
AjyTf 0w si
$20p 11431 y8n
1 s u;pnpu!
WA dn 8unp
I0WPIP Y Irsau
-punauns Asiaa

} p
-153q |y) 1oy pa
SLOUM 'puesialn
SION YIN Bu
fo uug ayy s
10§ d1unoae) Bu




%M‘Smf—zs& DAY

20 Eefh- 1992

lok says

role works
_CAPE TOWN — A large

percentage of the prisoners
parole in

grated into society, Correc-
tional Services Minister
Adriaan Viok said yester-

day.

In an interpellation in the
House of Delegates, he said
16,75% of the 53 748 p! -
ers on in
1990 had not adhered to
their parole conditions,

arrested in connection

or
In 1991 this figure was
11,84% of the 47 349 prison-

cause
few misbehaved. — Sapa.

\

Weapons ban 10 be

CAPETOWN-—Govermn@twmldsoon
of dangerous

ban the
political gatherings, Deputy
er Minister Johan Scheepers

weapons at L
Law and
said in a

mini-debate in Parliament yesterday.
been discussed

gerous Weapons Act of 1968 very

e

in detail

sel__ective

BILLY PADDOCK 51

ywuereitpmi:edmeonusonme
cnrrymsthedangerwﬂwenponto
provethathe ention of
for violent purposes.

It was _

ary to interpret the 12w
narrowly, espe < in view of the Gold-
stone ’'s report on violence at
Mooi River. 4




Regiqnal

govt ‘to

35~ ﬁ‘?@- ,

be autonomous’

CAPE TOWN — SA was set to have
_ tonomous regional gov-
ernment — ing short of federal-
ism — entrenched in the constitution,
overnment spokesman and Depu
nstitutional Minister Tertius Del-
indicated yesterday.

He said that the principle of regional
government would be entrenched in the
constitution, and added: “There is no point
in entrenching powers, functions and du-
ties in the constitution if they are not sub-
stantial in their essence.”

He said there had been general agree-
ment at Codesa this week that there should
be strong regional government enshrined
in the constitution.

He added that maybe the ANC had a
different interpretation of what this
meant, but he insisted there was “general
consensus that original rather than dele-
gated powers and duties of regional gov-
ernment should be entrenched in the con-
stitution”.

He acknowledged that tough negotia-
tions loomed on the details. “The exact
powers, duties and functions would have to
be negotiated, but there would be original
powers, duties and functions which would
be of a substantial nature,” he said.

Delport said government was not going'
to commit itself to a three- or six-month

for setting up an interim govern-
ment. “We want to make substantial pro-
gressbutthiswﬂldependunthementof
theconvergenoeandwealsowanttotake
the country and as many of the people with
us when we make that decision.”

1 BILLY PADDOCK |

He said government would table a de-
tailed plan of its interim government ar-
rangements in due course, but it was ne-
cessary for it to first study the proposals
and views of other parties both in and
outside Codesa.

“Whatever the government finally puts
forward will be in the nature of accommo-
dating as many views as possible,” he said.

Government was more than a mere par-
ticipant at Codesa and saw itself more as a
facilitator, he said.

He said the most difficult issue Codesa
would have to resolve was the nature and
extent of democratic principles to en-
trench in the constitution.

There was general agreement for repre-
sentation of all minority parties in govern-
ment but “to what extent is there going to
be not only representation but also effec-

tive participation” or power sharing, he
asked.

He stressed that no matter what the 1
Potchefstroom by-election result was,go-
vernment would not depart from the
course it had taken. “It has to be remem-
bered that whenever any government
changes its policy there is a period of
uncertainty where people do not complete-
ly support all our proposals,” he said.

But government was confident this was
the only way forward and the increased
realism being shown at Codesa had led
government to be confident of taking wi
it most of the population.

Minister grilled on teaching cut

CAPE TOWN — Would a departmental
rationalisation programme started last
year cause more teaching posts to be lost
than the 4000 because of the
latest cuts, Mike Ellis (DP Durban North)
asked Education and Culture Minister Piet
Marais yesterday.

In an interpellation debate, Ellis said if
this was so, Natal alone stood to lose more
than 1000 jobs.

Marais said the 4 000 was an approxi-
mate figure, uncertain because it was not
known how many teachers would take ear-
ly retirement or how many schools would
go over to Model C. 4

However, he was confident the over-
whelming majority of schools would see
the advantage offered by Model C in
achieving significant self-determination
and of maintaining standards.

Posts would be abolished only where

tihsolutely necessary.

Burrows said Marais had ignored the
fact that 700 teachers had lost their posts in
Natal last year. He had made no statement
on the number of teachers who would be
transferred to Model D schools.

He had not talked of paying these excess
teachers to teach black children outside
formal school settings in venues such as
church halls.

Burrows wanted to know whether the
cuts in white education would help black
education.

The Minister had made his decisions
without consultation, he said.

The representatives of the Teachers’
Federal Council on his advisory committee
had not been permitted to report back to
and consult with their constituency.

Dries Bruwer (CP Lydenburg) said it
was clear government had turned its back
on SA education. — Sapa.




by MARY PAPAYYA
Durban Bureau

THE Inkatha Freedom Party has
threatened to pull out of future
local peace structures in Natal if
the problems in Bruntville and
Richmond are not resolved, ac-
cording to IFP leader and deputy-
minister of works in KwaZulu, Ve-
laphi Ndlovu.

Speaking after a Natal Regional
Dispute Resolution Committee
(RDRC) meeting held in Durban
yesterday, Ndlovu said there is no
point in establishing further
peace structures if the issues in

- Bruntville and Richmond are not
ironed out through negotiation.

He said other Natal LDRC struc-
tures will have more chance of
success if peace initiatives in
Bruntville and Richmond can set
an example.

“If LDRC structures are set up
in all areas in Natal without first
addressing problems encoun-
tered, one could be party to taking
ineffective structures into volatile

—dNaa L=
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Inkatha threat T
to Natal
peace bodies

areas and thus compound the
problem,” he said. Ndlovu ac-
cused the African National Con-
gress of manipulating the peace
process in Natal.

In reaction the ANC said the
IFP is seriously hampering the
ﬁbjectives of peace structures in

atal ]

Southern Natal ANC executive .

committee member Bheki Cele
said that Ndlovu walked out of yes-
terday’s meeting when a National
Party representative apparently
accused the IFP of disrupting the
meeting. He had to be persuaded
toreturn and later left early.

Also, the IFP was represented
by Ndlovu and not six members as
was agreed by all parties in the
RDRC.

. ® Meanwhile, contrary to Ndlovu’s

statement to journalists yesterday,
a statement released by the IFP
last night quoted him (Ndlovu) say-
ing: “We in the IFP remain com-
mitted to peaceful resolution of
problems and the peace struc-
tures to be set up in terms of the
National Peace Accord.”

Gwala, Ndlovu debate peace

A SOLUTION to the violence in
the Midlands would be a change of

‘government in the country, Mid-

lands ANC chairman Harry Gwala
said in a Radio Zulu phone-in pro-
gramme on Tuesday night, while
his IFP counterpart Velaphi Nd-
lovu believes job creation and dis-
cipline among followers are the
answer.

Gwala and Ndlovu were debat-
ing peace initiatives in the region.

Gwala said while apartheid and
its structures exist “those who get
to live better through apartheid
privileges will do everything they
can to ensure that there is no
peace”.

He said it is easy to tell people
to stop attacking each other, but
“those who operate in darkness
distributing pamphlets, and the

government-trained hitsquads, do
not want to see peace among the
African people. We have to look
for root causes. You cannot cure a

‘disease without knowing its

source.”

Gwala said the government
should have resigned in the hl_ﬁht
of the funding and hitsquad-train-

ing scandals as happened in the

United States with Watergate and
Britain with the Profumo scandal.
“Since they (the SA Government)
were not democratically elected
by the people, they do not do that.”

Ndlovu insisted that sanctions
cause unemployment and said the
unemployed will do anything to
get food. “A person without a job

‘can be bought by anyone to kill

We have people here who have
been employed full-time by vio-

prospects ,

Ndlovu said local peace inQ}a‘-<

lence.”

tives such as the one in Mpuma-

langa should be encouraged and

that it is important for these to

have the blessing of regional lead-

ers in order to succeed. He said it
is important for supporters to

listen to their leaders. :

An IFP caller from Nongoma
said the solution is for “us IFP
supporters to lay down arms be-
cause we seem to be the ones
doing most of the fighting”, adding
that once the interim government
takes over IFP supporters will fill
jails which will be emptied by the
new government. Ndlovu said the
caller should himself stop the vio-
lence as he had not been sent by
the IFP to attack other people. —
Witness Reporter. ¢



Official adm

RICHMOND African National
Congress chairman Sifiso Nka-
binde admitted to a heated Natal
Regional Dispute Resolution Com-
mittee (RDRC) meeting in Durban
yesterday that ANC supporters

~-_shot and wounded Richmond IFP

chairman Paulos Vezi recently.
Vezi was shot and wounded in
his house when a group of about
200 Phatheni “displacees”
stormed the area.
Confirming the admission, Nka-
binde said before “jumping to con-

HE Mok W/INESS 20FER 164

clusions” people should look at
the context of the incident.
* “The attack was not for political
gain or politically motivated and
was not launched by outsiders. It
was a fight.by residents of Pha-
theni for their human right to be
accepted back to their homes in
the area. They were driven out six
months ago and are desperate to
return to their homes.

“We have been pleading with

_ them to wait for the peace process

to take its course. Then the IFP

its ANCJ?éttacked IFP

} out of the peace talks.
'hese youths then felt they have
nglefttorely on.”

chairman

five more and we still continued
with the talks. It concerns me to
see them pull out while we con-

Nkabinde said the IFP pulled - tinue talking to them on top of

out of talks because they claimed
one of their members, Bongani
Phungula, was killed. “Firstly,
Bongani was an ANC supporter
and secondly, how can they pull
out of talks just because one mem-
ber has been killed? They killed
16 of our members but we still

went ahead with a meeting that
had been arranged. They killed

- corpses of 21 members.”
. He said another IFP precondi-
'tion for Richmond talks is that
[ Chief  Patrick  Majozi be
 reinstated, but Nkabinde said Ma-
jozi was unpopular not because he
|is-an Inkatha member but because
| people were unhappy with the
. manner in which he ran the area

| —Witness Reporter.
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By CHRISTOPHER S. WREN
. Special to The New York Times
POTCHEFSTROOM, South Africa,
Feb. 19 — The governing National
Party of President F. W. de Klerk suf-
fered a defeat tonight as a coveted
parliamentary seat here fell to an ag-
gressive challenge from the right-wing
Conservative Party.

tions that installed Mr. de Klerk as
President, was closely watched as a
barometer of white support for his
moves to dismantle apartheid and ne-
gotiate equal rights for the nation’s
black majority.

The election was held to fill the seat
left vacant by the death in October of
Louis le Grange, speaker of the white

House of Assembly. But it assumed |

rising significance as both parties
rushed reinforcements to the western
Transvﬂ::ai town for a test of political
Andries Beyers, secretary of the
Conservative Party, won 9,746 votes, or
56 percent of the total cast. His Nation-
al Party opponent, Theuns Kriel, got
. only 7,606 votes, despite President de
Klerk’s personal intercession last
week. The liberal Democratic Party,
which supports Mr. de Klerk’s
p changes, did not field a candidate.

Demand for New Vote
ik

The defeat will not weaken the
erning National Party’s control of

boost to the Conservative Party and
will stiffen its resistance to President

ing of power with the black majority.

tionships,” said Theo Venter, a political
scientist at Potchefstroom University.
“I think it will marginally undermine
F. W. because he declared this election
to be important.”

Potchefstroom had been a safe seat

elections. The town was also identified
with Mr. de Klerk, who graduated from

university’s honorary chancellor.
After the election results were an-
nounced, Andries P. Treurnicht, the
Conservative Party leader, told cheer-
ing supporters that Mr. de Klerk’s Gov-
ernment no longer represented the
“white nation” in negotiations recently
begun on South Africa’s future. The

black leaders like Nelson Mandela.

“The message to Mr. de Klerk is to
resign and call a general election,” Mr.
Beyers said.

National Party officials, shocked by
the m
feat, I

The President need not call new elec-
tions before September 1994, but he will
|| find himself under increasing pressure
to respond, since he promised to sub-
mit significant political changes to a

chefstroom were significant because
| its white voters were considered repre-
| sentative of the nation’s broader white
electorate. o

DeﬁKilerk ’s Party Loses Seat to Right

gt
sts

1 )
f

The by-election, widely regarded as!
the most critical since the 1989 elec-'

liament, but it gives a psychological’

de Klerk’s policy of negotiating a shar- |.
“It’s not going to alter power rela-|

for the National Party, which held it by |
a margin of 1,583 votes in the 1989 [

Potchefstroom University and is the.

‘| Conservative Party refuses to talk to |

itude of their candidate’s de- |
without consoling supporters. |

white referendum. The results in Pot- |

Blacks still lack the vote, except in|P

limited elections for township council-

arty worker.
“You’ve got to respect him because

lors. But a black postal worker who |he’s also a human being,” Mrs. Hennop
walked too close was assaulted by jeer- [said angrily to the assailants as the
ing right-wingers, prompting the inter- [black man rushed off wiping the blood

vention of Anna Hennop, a National [from his mouth.

Had the Conservative Party lost, its

|efforts to marshal white opposition to

change would have been seriously set
back. Instead, it looks certain to be-
come more militant in demanding a
separate white hom White ex-
tremists also seem likely to take the
election result as justification of their

rcak::llitary activities and bullying of

lacks. :

Supporters of both parties converged
at the main polling station in a brick
banquet hall owned by the Potchef-
stroom municipality. They waved plac-
ards, hurled insults and ba ar-
riving voters with ?&)eals -support.
Electionee outside the polls is per-
mitted in South Africa.

The mood turned so unruly before
the polls closed at 9 P.M. that ational
Party officials called in the police, as-
serting that voters were being intimi-
dated by raucous Conservatives.

Groups

tance away from the polling station

‘| watching the ritual of white politics.

of blacks stood a safe dis- |
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inister phase in Natal’s carnage

SEA-BREEZE lifts the banana
fronds, a hawker dozes under a
makeshift cardboard canopy,
niformed schoolchildren

flock home along the baking tarmac
— there is no outward sign that this
township may be on the brink of war.

Even at Umlazi’s Mbazwana super-
market, it is business as usual. Only
the bullet holes hehind the counter,
clearly visible among the tinned goods
and enamelware, bear mute testimony
to the violent drama recently enacted
here.
Four days earlier, the shop’s owner,
one of the most controversial figures
in Natal’s bloodstained recent history,
was shot dead by a young man who
reached into his pocket for change to
buy cigarettes and produced a 9mm
pistol instead.

A survivor of two earlier assassina-
tion attempts, Inkatha Central
Committee member and kwaZulu MP
Winnington Sabelo prided himself on
his invulnerability, and was said to use

muti to shield himself from bullets.

The township, which exploded into
months of violence after the 1985
killing of African National Congress
luminary Victoria Mxenge, has been
strangely quiet since Sabelo was mur-
dered last Friday — but the sharply
contrasting reaction of residents is
ominous. :

“We spent R800 on a braai to cele-
brate,” a sharp young comrade in mir-
ror shades tells us. “Life will be better
for us now.”

Says Robert Dlamini, a bare-chest-
ed resident of Hostel 17: “We have
lost a man. We are-angry; we want
revenge. It is the ANC and the com-
rades who must pay.”
raged across the densely vegetated
gorge separating the hostel and two
squatter settlements, Ekuthuleni (“the
place of peace”) and Uganda, dispiac-
ing thousands and leaving at least 30
dead.

The origins -of the conflict are

Sabelo rests, but did
not live, in peace

By DREW FORREST

ONE is not supposed to speak ill of -

the dead — but in the case of assassi-
nated Inkatha leader Winnington
Sabelo, this poses special difficulties.

Until January this year, when he
helped set up a local dispute resolu-
tion committee in Umlazi in terms of
the National Peace Accord, he per-
sonified everything that is wrong with
South African politics.

There must have been wry smiles
in Umlazi when, reacting to Sabelo’s
assassination last week, Inkatha
Freedom Party chairman Frank
Mdlalose described him as “a man of

peace”. :

A fanatical Inkatha loyalist, utterly
intolerant of opposition and repeat-
edly implicated in violence and coer-
cion, Sabelo, who was in his 60s, has
been credited with single-handedly
establishing an Inkatha presence in
the greater Durban area. g

He is said to have been very close to
IFP president Mangosuthu Buthelezi
and to one of the most feared Inkatha
leaders, Lindelani slumlord Thomas
Shabalala. %

His problem was that he lived in a
United Democratic Front/African
National Congress stronghold. To

offset this, he organised warriors in
the Umlazi hostels and from his home
area of Umbumbulo, and is said to
have frequently called for assistance
from Tshabalala’s private army.

His uncompromising hatred of the

UDF was, on occasion, an embarrass- '

ment to Ulundi. In 1985 he warned

UDF supporters to leave Umlazi “by
the weekend”, adding that cars with- .

out NUZ (Umlszi) registration plates
would be barred from the

He also warned that his next step

would be to close the churches,
describing them as “nests of rival
organisations”. :

This outburst drew a disclaimer
from the then secretary-general of
Inkatha, Oscar Dhlomo, who said
Sabelo had spoken without the man-
date of the Inkatha president, the
kwaZulu government or the local
council. 2

Sabelo’s most notorious political
intervention followed the 1985 assas-
sination of Victoria Mxenge, when he
led an attack on a memorial service at
the Umlazi cinema, in which 19 peo-
ple died. A councillor who knew him
said he took great pride in this feat,
often referring to it in later years.

With 300 warriors he also made an

Assassinations of Inkatha and
African National Congress
leaders has left Natal's
townships on the brink of
i explosion.
By DREW FORREST

obscure and most of the combatants
are probably apolitical — “I’m not
Inkatha: I’m here to find work,”
Dlamini tells us. But the hostel-
dwellers’ perception that the squatter
enemy serves the ANC has given it a
strongly political complexion.

Last week, a rumour ran that the
hostel-dwellers were planning a vio-
lent assault on residents of nearby Q
section, who are seen to be harbouring
squatters.

Against this background, the mur-
der of Sabelo could set the spark for a

conflagration. “We’re afraid for the

funeral,” said a taxi driver. “If the hos-

Winnington
appearance at the funeral of the cine-
ma victims. Mourners were attacked,
buses were stoned and the amabutho
kicked over markers on the new
graves. '

A semi-literate patriarch in the tra-
ditional mould, Sabelo was par-
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ticularly outraged by youth dissi-
dence. Campaigning tirelessly
against school boycotts, he paid

threatened and beat.

In 1989 an Umlazi schoolboy,
Lucky Shezi, brought a damages
claim against Sabelo, claiming
the IFP leader and two kwaZulu
policemen had sjambokked him
at a parents’ meeting called to
discuss a school boycott.

Sabelo, had so many enemies
there is at least the possibility
that his assassination flowed
from a private grudge. He is
known to have been a womanis-

* er, and many youth activists, now
back from exile, fled Umlazi
specifically to escape him.

His business dealings were also
controversial. As a councillor, he
was an alleged beneficiary of a
scam in terms of which council
members awarded themselves
sites and later sold them to the

- private sector at enormous prof-

facing a charge in the Durban
Supreme Court brought by First
National Bank, which claimed
his account was overdrawn by
R45 000. :

Of satanic energy and over-

Many enemies ... Political opponents were not the only foes of

door-to-door visits to youth.
activists, whom he allegedly

it. At the time of his death, he was

tel men come armed, anything can
happen.”

A womaniser, a controversial busi-
nessman and the hammer of Umlazi’s
youth, Sabelo had many enemies. But
the police are treating his murder as
politically inspired, and this seems a
reasonable assumption.

His death marks a new and sinister
phase in Natal’s unending carnage: it
involves the most senior IFP man yet
to fall to assassins, and forms part of a
broader pattern.

In two weeks, three Inkatha high-
ups have been attacked by seemingly
well-trained groups wielding firearms,
including automatic rifles and hand-
grenades. In Imbali, near Pietermar-
itzburg, deputy mayor Abdul Awetha
was ambushed by 16 people who shot
up and hurled grenades at his car,
killing two of his children, while
kwaMashu “warlord” George
Vilakazi’s home was destroyed by
attackers he says included “men with
long hair”.

whelming force of character, he con-
tinued to dominate the Umlazi coun-
cil long after he had ceased being a
councillor. “Even when he wasn’t at
meetings, he ran things by remote
control,” said one council source.
Others say that Inkatha high-ups in
the area, including regional chairman
Reuben Mfeka, are privately relieved
at his disappearance from the scene.

Until very recently, Sabelo’s relent-
less intolerance of political opponents
was unchanged. In November, he
blocked a planned ANC rally in com-
memoration of Griffiths Mxenge —
for which council permission had
been obtained — by the simple expe-
dient of threatening violence. The IFP
then used the stadium for its own
gathering.

He appears to have been particu-
larly incensed by ANC plans to dis-
cuss renaming the Mangosuthu
Highway — Umlazi’s main road —
the Mxenge Highway, in honour of
the assassinated ANC lawyer.

Seemingly never without a weapon
— he appeared in a famous 1985 City
Press photograph, leading an impi, a
handgun hanging from his belt —
Sabelo survived two previous
attempts on his life. In 1986 his wife,
Evelyn, was killed and his three chil-
dren were hurt in a hand-grenade
and AK-47 assault on his house.

Three years earlier, he had been
stabbed at a funeral in Chesterville.

“I had my gun handy,” he told the

media while recovering. “But I stuck
to Inkatha’s policy of non-violence.”

These were almost certainlv the
work of death squa--

The atterne =
IFP leader Paigas s wnnmey wmviv =
another such hit, although the Human
Rights Commission stresses that there
has been continuous sectarian vio-
lence in that area and that Vezi’s son
was hacked to death — suggesting
less-professional killers.

One cannot rule out the possibility
that the attacks were officially sanc-
tioned by the ANC — comrades in
kwaMashu have told The Weekly Mail
that Umkhonto weSizwe has held
secret training sessions in rural Natal
in recent weeks “to stop them getting
rusty”.

But observers seriously doubt MK’s

"ability to mount a series of swift, co-

ordinated offences.

What is more telling is that ifi three
areas, the violence threatens delicately
balanced peace initiatives, which the
ANC has assiduously cultivated.

After years dedicated to the brutal
suppression of the United Democratic
Front/ANC in Umlazi, Sabelo had
been drawn into the local dispute -
resolving committee, where he is said
to have played a constructive role. In
Imbali, now said to be “ready to
blow”, an informal peace deal had
secured a measure of stability since
November 1990.

“It’s happening at a time when we
are all seriously talking peace,” com-
ments Umlazi ANC chair Felix
Dlamini, Sabelo’s counterpart in the
local peace forum. “It’s either people

standing on the fringes who are

becoming frustrated, or others who
don’t want peace.”

According to the first scenario, dis-
sident MK members, perhaps youthful
returned exiles impatient with the
meagre fruits of ANC horse-trading,
are bucking the official line.

It is at least conceivable that dissi-
dents may have come under the sway -
of the Pan Africanist Congress or
extreme fringe groups such as the
Trotskyist Marxist Workers” Ten-
dency (MWT) within the ANC.

PAC slogans are daubed across
Umlazi, and some observers believe it
may be adapting its Transvaal tactic of
supplanting the ANC as the champion
of armed struggle, in an effort to
extend its influence in Natal.

The MWT is led by harmless
eggheads in love with the idea of vio-
lence, but its strident message — that

the Natal conflict can only be resolved
by arming the townships— would fall
on fertile ground.

Natal University sociologist Ari
Sitas says the MWT has recently
become increasingly active and visible
in the province.

But the sophistication and swift suc-
cession of the recent attacks —
Awetha was ambushed despite taking
an unaccustomed route, suggesting
inside intelligence and careful ground-
work — argues against the direct mil-
itary involvement of far-left splinter
groups. 2

What is highly significant is that the
attacks on Inkatha leaders have been
matched by a series of chillingly pro-
fessional hits on the ANC, principally
its Imbali chairman S’kumbuso
Ngwenya, shot dead at the weekend as
he left a Pietermaritzburg city-centre
restaurant.

It appears that two hit lists are in
existence: a member of the ANC’s
kwaMashu branch executive, Dumi-
sani Phungula, has been warned that
he is among those earmarked for
assassination, together with Umlazi
ANC/South African Communist Party
activist Sandile Thusi.

Nothing could be better calculated
to undermine Imbali’s fragile peace
than simultaneous hits on leading fig-
ures from both rival organisations.
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SOUTH AFRICA VOTE: south Africa President F.W.
" de Klerk's ruling National Party suffered an embarrassing
. defeat in a by-election considered a gauge of white minority
.. support for his efforts to share power with the nation’s
whites-only election in the Potchef-
stroom constituency of rural western Transvaal Province
... marked the second major defeat in three months for the
. National Party in a parliamentary by-election. 1
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By BARRY RENFREW
Associated Press

POTCHEFSTROOM, South
Africa — President F.W. de Klerk's
National Party suffered an embar-
rassing defeat Wednesday in a
by-election considered a gauge of
white support for his efforts to
share power with blacks.

Andries Beyers of the pro-apart-
heid Conservative Party defeated
his National Party opponent, Theu-
nis Kruger, by 2,140 votes out of
more than 17,000 cast for a parlia-
mentary seat held by the Nationals
since 1948.

The whites-only election in the
Potchefstroom constituency of
Transvaal province marked the
second major defeat in three
months for the National Party in a
parliamentary by-election.

De Klerk's party has a strong
majority in the dominant white
chamber of parliament, and he has
promised to continue reforms.

Both parties had called the elec-
tion an indication of white support
for them. Conservative Party lead-
ers contend a majority of whites
oppose the reforms.

S———

-

The Conservative leaders are
trying to trigger an electoral back-
lash to oust the National Party
government, and the Conservative
victory could encourage more
whites to cross over from the
National Party. National opinion
polls show the government's sup-
port among whites is crumbling.

Conservative supporters erected
a statue of African National Con-
gress leader Nelson Mandela
resembling a Frankenstein figure in
front of the polling station. Several
Conservative members scuffled
with a black telephone company

worker, saying he had no right to
be at the polling station.
“We are voting for the white

_man. We will never give power to

the blacks,” said Conservative sup-

_porter Jannie van Vuuren.
~“The by-election was required

" after the incumbent died last year.

“Meanwhile, 10 black people

...died in scattered violence in Cape

_Town, police said Wednesday.
~+ Much of the violence has been

blamed on' a power struggle
‘between the ANC and the Inkatha
Freedom Party, the two leading
black opposition groups, -~




APLA denies
threatening

THE Azanian
People’s Liberatj
Army yesterday dig"
tanced itself from the
man who threatened
Mr Justice Goldstone
if Pan Africanist Con-
gress president Clar-
snce Makwetu was
orced to appear be-
Te the Goldstone
nmission of In-
i
waller, purporting
PLA’s field pol-
ymmissar - and

" himself as |

Tafara Rafara, “feled
phoned Sapa .to warn
Mr Justice Goldstone
that he would be re-
sponsible for any action
taken against Mr Mak-
wetu.

Mr  Makwetu on
Tuesday vowed he
would rather go to jail
than testify on reported
attacks on police by

APLA operatives be-

fore the commission.
Mr Rafara said at-

tacks on police were

APLA’s main  cam-
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Have faith

BLACKS have always been deprived, so in

the new South Africa they can only have bet-
“ter conditions, better housing, better work
_opportunities, better education and a better
life in general. :

In fact, the process of social upliftment and
economic change is already well under way
and there has been a remarkable improve-
ment in many respects.

For Whites, the future is less certain.

They have to give up the privilege that comes
from having a white skin.

As Blacks advance, the special considerations
that gave Whites the best jobs, the best edu-
cation, .the best standard of living and the
biggest slice of the national cake are falling
away. '

_ Whites are struggling, many are out of work,
each school change costs parents more while
at the same time threatens to lower the stan-
dard of education of their children, the ben-
evolence of the State is aimed more at the
Blacks than the Whites, and at the workplace
the Whites find themselves increasingly com-
peting with Blacks who are acquiring more
skills.

Some of the all-White suburbs — certainly in a
city like Johannesburg — are not just mixed
but are becoming Black. -

Places like Hillbrow are Third World slums
and Whites fear this is going to be the pattern
in other suburbs.

At the same time, while Blacks know that any
new dispensation is likely to bring Blacks to
power, Whites anguish about the future. -

They do not know what kind of government
will be in office.

On the extreme Right, the Afrikaner Weer-
standsbeweging and other extremist organi-
sations threaten to go to war if the ANC gets
into power.

Many of the people who support reform —and
their numbers are diminishing — are unsure
where the government is taking them.

Others, who are committed to reform — and
they include Afrikaner Yuppies as well as
Afrikaner businessmen — simply shrug off
the dangers by saying that what had to be
done is being done and there is no way in
which the process can be stopped — nor
should it be.

Armchair liberals, who supported the Progres-
sive Federal Party and then the Democratic
Party, are becoming jittery as their posh sub-
urbs begin to change in character and not
even the most sophisticated alarm systems
protect them from marauding gangsters.

Nobody ever thought that transition was going
to be easy, but few thought it was going to be
so violent or so frightening.

White businessmen, too, are beginning to
doubt the future, since the ANC still harps
on nationalisation and redistribution of
wealth and hankers for the kind of centrally
controlled economy rejected even by former

o M@Ey.r |

East Bloc and Soviet States.

‘There is, in fact, a crisis of confidence, and bil-
lions of rands of funk money is leaving the
country.

We believe that the reforms were inevitable,
though we have never supported the rush to
change everything as quickly as possible.

We also worry over the loss of control over the
country, the open defiance of authority, the
mockery that is made of the law, and various
other aspects of the situation.

But whatever happens, the Whites will have to
realise that their lives of privilege are ending
and their standard of living will never be the
same as it was “in the good old days”.

This places tremendous responsibilities on the
players in this dangerous period. They will
have to realise that while they pursue their
political aims, they must not, either by policy .
statements, economic threats or lack of ap-
preciation of White fears and anxieties, set

' the stage for White resistance and the flight
of White skills. : e

As for the Whites themselves, we can only say:
This is your country, as much as it is the
country of any other section, and you will be
needed in the same way as in the past.

Have faith, have confidence. You will survive
and you will continue to make your great

_ contribution to the success of this wonderful

Aty lahd-‘ nidn
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1074 die

in unrest
N

UNREST claimed 1074
lives in Natal and KwaZy-
lu between January 1991
and February 10 1992, the
Minister of Law and Or-
der, Mr Hernus Kriel,
said yesterday, '

In Natal, “505 people
died in 1991, and another
474 in KwaZulu, he said
in written reply to a ques-
tion by Mr Roger Bur-
rows (DP Pinetown),

The figures for KwaZy-
lu applied only to areas
controlled by the South
African Police,

The killing peaked in
Natal in December Jast
year, when 85 people
died. The highest month-
ly death toll jn KwaZuly
was 54 in March, 1991, __
Sapa,




ing to pull oyt of peace
structures and the African
National Congress ques-
tioning the IEP’s commi.
ment to the National
| Peace Accord;
This emerged after 4
ing of Natal’s Re.
Dispute Resol-
ution Committee in Dur-
ban,
IFP centrg] committee
member Mr v g Ndlovy
an urgent pews
| conference directly after
| the Meeting at which pe
[ accused the ANC of try-
ing to Manipulate the
Process in Nata)]_

Richmond

had failed, ‘vet the ANC
has failed to address the
root  problems encoun-
tered”,

: — including » ban
on the Carrying of tradit.
ional Weapons and the

SCrapping of the hoste]
System — o peace jp
Bruntville, : -
- Mr Ndlovy said the [Fp
would not Support the set-
ting up of Local commjy.
fee’s before the situation
in these are,

gh an Inkath,
statement released after

the conference said Mr

Ndlovy reiterated the IFp

Mr Ndlovu adgeq; «j¢
DR TeS are set
up in all aresg in Nata]

without firs¢
Problems

ressing
encountered,

The ANC, meanwhile,
blamed the IFP for not
abiding by the Peace
Accord or Committing j-
self to the accord’s stry.-
tures which Were aimed a¢
addressing the Problems
in these COmmunitjes,

Natal Midlands
said

He sajd
cease-fi




