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Dear Conr ades,
MAW
Further to our correspondence of 5th January.l 989, we are hereby pleased
to informyou on the progress which has been nade in the preparations for
this great event.
We had informed you of the theme of the conference , and we have since
decided on the title. The title is MALIBONGMAB - a termof great historica
significance, and an interpretation of the struggle of South African wonen by
t he Dutch womren.
The dates of the conference will be fromthe 19th to the 30th Novenber
1989. In this tinme. it is envisaged to have cl osed discussi ons anong South
African worren, and open sessions in solidarity with the Dutch women and
our International visitors. MALI BONGAE will take place in Ansterdam as
earlier confirned. t.
The Prep-Commttee has started receiving papers prepared by various
nom nated conrades. |f your region had someone with the responsibility of
preparing a paper. we hope it is already on its way.
The National Prep-Committee has since formed various sub-committees
responsi ble for the foll ow ng: -

Resear ch papers;
Conf erence programe;
Publicity and nedi a;
Travel ;
Cultural activities;
Fundr ai si ng;
Techni cal staff;
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We have attached a list of the Issues to be discussed at MALI BONGAB and

at the sane tinme the list of the background papers which are being

prepared. The papers have just started comng in and we shall be sending
themto your regions shortly. XML as RWC is to prepare your Regiona
nmenbershi p for MALI BONG/AE t hrough di scussion on these issues and

papers as they come. in units. and nore preferably in Regional Seninars.

The Issues to be dealt with are quite broad .but are issues which are of great
significance to us. as wonen actively participating in the struggle for

Nati onal Liberation. W would |like Regions to take initiatives as pertains to
di scussions and to maintain a constant feed-back to the National Prep-e in
Lusaka. on the outcone of. or points raised. fromthe Regional di Scussions.
These can be f urther discussed at Conference |evel. )

The National Prep-Committee will further informyou on the nunber of

del egates to cone fromeach region. Currently we are aspiring to raise fund
together with’'the Dutch wonen. for the transportation of the bulk of the

del egates to the conference. However. we would like the regions to ook into
the possibilities of raising funds fromtheir regions to assist. This way we
can push for greater representation of our nenbership. ’

Once again we ask that the Regional Wnen's Conmittees actively take up

the tasks outlined to them and report back on any progress, problens or
gueries which may ari se.

The conference is ours - lets nake it a success !
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Yours sincerely,
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| SSUES FOR THE FORUM RESEARCH AND DI SCUSSI ONS

, The following issues will be discussed as topics in the course of the
conf erence: -

- The Nature of Wonmen '5 oppression in South Africa. -

- Cullen! and ?raditimal practices 5.01/50)? Meg

retard or epbace women 1!; devel opemrmmt in 5001'!) Africa, -

- MM enanci pation nmeans for South African wonen. -

- The plight of cniidren in South Africa. -

- Wonen for a mldly. nmracial denpcratic South

Africa-

- Destoailizatimof Me Frontlina slates: a threat (a

peace in the region and in Me world. -

0

Background papers are being prepared on the follow ng topics:-
Vliomen and the | aw,

Wonen in detention;

Worren and | abour and | abour organi sati ons;

Worren and health (popul ation policy; right to famly life; famly
pl anni ng) ;

Worren’ s participation in the struggle for liberation with
particular attention to the armed struggl e;

Wmen and educati on;

Wmen and the nedi a;

Worren in rural and urban areas;

Worren and religi ous organi sations;

Sexual abuse and vi ol ence agai nst wonen;

Woren and cul ture;

The plight of children;
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' Dear Conrades,

The Wonents Conmittee of the Dutch Anti-Apartheid Muvement, is
organising in conjuction with the Woneni s Section of the
African National Congress, a Conference for South African wonen.
The conference is planned to take place in Novenber, 1989, in
Anst er dam ( Hol | and)

The pl anned conference is a follow up of the 1980 International
Conf erence organi sed by the sane organisation and is al so
,stimul ated by the resoundi ng success of the CASA (Culture in
Anot her South Africa) Conference held in 1987. It is, in
addition, a further consolidation of the existing solidarity

bet ween the Dutch people and the ANC. 4

The Anst erdam conference will be naned MALI BONGAE - a term of
historic significance and an interpretation of the struggle

of the South African wonen by the Dutch wonen.

MALI BONGAE has been conceive? in the context of of the debates currently
taking place within the ranks of the denocratic nmovenent in South |
" Africa with regard to the position of wonen in Society and their
participation in the national |iberation struggle. Qur feeling

is that the nature and depthv of the current repression in our
country demands greater efferts by wonen to stand up in unity

in the pitched battles for the total elinination of apartheid.
Therefore, MALIBONGAE will afford the wonen of South Africa an
opportunity to di scuss extensibely, issues that affect themin

the struggle for |iberation.



We therefore request you office/region to kindly help rgise funds
wi t h’ whi ch the ANC Wonenfs Section can purchasetickets to send
del egates to Amsterdam i n Novenber.

Thanking you in anticipation.

In "the Year of Mass Action for People 5 Powerjl

" i #9. Certrude ShoRe

(Head - ANC Wonefs Section



