
  
  

  

  

  
    

%\utu in Angola 
HTAT iifi‘\"m 

r week-long visit 
7 i 

LISBON — Ercagishop Desmond Tutu 

has begun a week-long visit to Angola 

by reminding the South African gov- 

ernment it risked rejection “even by 

their staunchest Western 

allies”, if it did not re- 

spect regional peace. ac- 

cords, the Portuguese 

news agency Lusa re- 

ported from Luanda. § 

Archbishop Tutu, who 

arrived in the Angolan . 

capital on Saturday 

heading a delegation 

from the All African 

Church Conference, said 

Pretoria could “only 

lose” by disregarding the accords. 

Archbishop Tutu also praised the 

contribution made by Winnie Mandela. 

According to Lusa, the Archbishop 

made the comments on arrival in 

Luanda, where he laid a wreath at the 

mausoleum of late Angolan President 

Agostinho Neto, before celebrating a 

religious service. 
Archbishop Tutu is expected to hold 

talks with President Jose Eduardo dos 

Santos, Foreign Minister Pedro de Cas- 

tro van Dunem and Luanda’s chief 

ideologist Roberto de Almeida during 

his visit, the agency said. — Sapa-AP. 

Thatcher to tour 

Zimbabwe 1n March 

HARARE — British Prime Minister 

Mrs Margaret Thatcher is expected in 

Zimbabwe for a two-day official visit 

from March 28-30 during which she will 

hold talks with President ==/, 

Robert Mugabe, Ziana 25 ‘ I 

national news agency \‘ W 

reports. Vi 

The visit was con- 

firmed at the weekend by @7 

a British embassy f¥h 

spokesman who said the 

African visit would in- 

clude Morocco, Sudan 

and Malawi. 

The spokesman could 

not confirm earlier 

reports that Mrs Thatcher would also 

be re-visiting Nigeria for talks with 

President Ibrahim Babang
ida. 

The British Prime Minister argues 

that mandatory and comprehensive 

sanctions against South Africa would 

hurt the black majority in that country, 

while independent Africa argues to the 

contrary. — Sapa. 

MNR kill one Zambian 

teacher, wound another 

LUSAKA — Mozambican rebels killed 

a Zambian teacher and wounded 

another in a raid on a primary school 

on Zambia’s eastern border with Mo- 

zambique, the Zambia Daily Mail re- 

ported yesterday. 

“Secretary of State for Defence and |' 

Security Alex Shapi said that the re- 

bels, members of the Mozambican Nat- | 

ional Resistance (MNR), burned seve- 

ral houses in last week’s attack on the 

Chikarawa school. ‘Zambian police 

were holding a number of Mozambi- 

cans living in Zambia in the eastern 

border area. Police suspected them of 

collaborating with the rebels. 
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HE money supply figures for 
January, published elsewhere 
in this issue, tell a depressing- 

e ly familiar story: this has be- 
~come a country that tries to over- 
wcome its problems by printing 
*“money, and the more worthless the 
=money becomes, the more we print. 
«=The reason we carry on in this ap- 
=parently irrational fashion is that 
=the alternative — to let interest 
=rates rise in order to ration credit 
=and to allocate the available capital 
=— is simply too ghastly for our rul- 
wers to contemplate. 
= By illuminating coincidence, the 
~news that money supply rose by 
=some 28% in the year to January 
*(off a high base) came as the Minis- 
=ter of Finance was telling Parlia- 
=ment that he needed more money 
=because last year’s relatively 
=strong economic growth (at 3%!) 
=was drawing skilled workers away 
<from the service of the wealth- 
=consuming bureaucracies to the 
“wealth-producing private sector. In 

face of this threat to the manda- 
«rins, he seems to be asking, what 
“was there to do but to bribe civil 
servants to remain in unproductive 
work rather than switch to produc- 

{-—tive work? y 
. This circus cannot continue much 
longer. January’s trade figures 
were weaker than expected, and 
while it is not wise to make too 
much of one month’s statistics, that 
is an ominous straw in the wind. 
More ominous is the drop in the gold 
price which, combined with 
runaway working costs caused by 
decades of inflationary policies, 
threatens the very existence of 
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COMMENT 
R 

Easy money 
some of the gold mines. 

The Finance Minister deserves 
sympathy. He addresses himself to 
the uncomprehending caucus of the 
National Party, a body grown as- 
tute over the years in discussing 
such matters as consociational 
mechanisms but still utterly bewil- 
dered by large numbers. Harry 
Schwarz, the PFP spokesman on 
finance, regularly delivers to Par- 
liament sensible and penetrating 
lectures on the economic manage- 
ment of the country but he is lis- 
tened to with the uncomprehending 
respect that nice people give to the 
priests of another religion. The Na- 
tionalist backbenchers, and many of 
those who have occupied front 
benches, are skilled at spending 
money; they think it is yellow stuff 
dug from the ground in great quan- 
tities from inexhaustible supplies, 
essentially to be passed on to unsuc- 
cessful farmers or to civil servants 
with aspirations to possess a brood- 
boom in the garden. 

The problem is to educate Parlia- 
ment, not to its responsibilities, but 
to the functioning of the economy. 
That, given the deficiencies of our 
education system, is the task of a 
generation. 

Meanwhile, the Nationalists and 
the civil servants think they have" 
discovered a new variety of alche- 
my that transmutes dull statistics 
into Additional Appropriations. The 
results of an increase in money sup- 
ply of 28% await us in the coming 
year. The best we can do as the 
value of money decays and prices 
rise, is to remind the voters where 
the responsibility lies.  



  

UDF Inkatha split not cause of townshrp conflrct says researcher 
NATRL WiTnass A FeaRr- 1983 

'overty, not politics, feeds violence’ 
  

Political tensions between the 
UDF and Inkatha has most 

often been cited as the cause 
of black township violence. 
Now BRYAN PEARSON 

reports that a recent paper by 
the Inkatha Institute has 

blamed factors like poverty, 
overcrowding and the lack of 

political rights.       

THE perception that the current violence 
in black townships in Natal/KwaZulu is 
mainly attributable to a struggle for su- 

  
Democratic Front obscures the real roots 
of the problem, according to Mr Gavin 
Woods, director of the Inkatha Institute 
for Southern Africa. - 

Mr' Woods says this perception “has 
now become a serious problem ... it 
could be argued that (it) relieves the state 
of responsibility to impose the law and 
order necessary to stop death and des- 
truction and to set up appropriate i inquiry 
into the real causes and nature of the vio- 
lence”. 

Mr Woods lists the following factors as 
.contributing to anger and frustration 
among the youth: 
® Poverty — No discernable growth in the 
Natal/KwaZulu job market together with 
population growth of 4,2% per annum . 
in itself offers an infallible equation of 
poverty. The general levels of poverty are 
appalling with many families bordering 
on destitution; 
® Ambition — The picture of the typical 
township youth: a young man in his mid or 
late teens who leaves school (often pre- 
maturely) only to find his vision of adult- 
hood completely blocked. He sees no dir- 

  
  

premacy between Inkatha and the United’ 

  

     
' Politically frustrated, economically impoverished . . . township youths find meaning in belonging to groups, says Inkatha Institute researcher Gavin Woods.  



  

  

  

  

Renewed PFP call for Viljoen 

R CEBR - 
to qui%a_s_ AO ,o_ffigziqls suspended 
By Peter Fabricius, Political Correspondent 
Already rocked by a wave of corruption scan- 
dal, the Government faces further exposure of 
dishonesty by officials. 

The PFP said today it was busy investigat- 
ing further corruption and repeated its call on 
Dr Gerrit Viljoen, Minister of Education and 
Development Aid, to resign. 

Dr Viljoen announced yesterday that he had 
suspended ten officials from the Department 
of Education and Training and of Develop- 
ment Aid which falls under him. 
PFP spokesman, Mr Peter Soal, today 

called for an overall inquiry into the large 
number of corruption scandals which have 
broken in recent months. 

The corruption issue, which has become a 
major embarrassment to the Government, in- 
tensified yesterday when Dr Viljoen an- 
nounced in Parliament his suspension of nine 

officials in the DepartmenTOf lvelo'pment 
Aid. 

He said criminal charges were being inves- 
tigated against them for alleged fraud in ac- 
quiring departmental supplies, including 
radio equipment. 

Earlier, he announced that senior Depart- 
ment of Education and Training official, Mr 
Eben Coetzee, had been suspended following 
evidence given by him to the Van den Heever 
Commission investigating the Department. 

The officials who have been suspended are 
Mr Coetzee of the Department of Education 
and Training, Mr MDR Murray, Mr G J de 
Swardt, Mr W J Sheppard, Mr J J Jacobs, Mr 
JLA Myburgh, Mr L JB Burger, Miss DE 
Bulton, Mr J V van Aardt and Mr J J Prinsloo, 
all from the Department of Development Aid. 

@ See Page 2. 

q'BZimbabwe 
freight via 
SA will drop’ 
MUTARE (Zimbabwe) — 
The Beira Corridor 
Group forecasts that for 
the first time in 15 years 
the total Zimbabwe traf- 
fic through South Africa 
would this year fall 
below 50 percent. 

In 1988, Zimbabwe sent 
about 35 percent of its 
total imports and exports 
through the port of Beira. 
At the same time, about 
six percent went via the 
port of Maputo. 

Answering questions 
forwarded to him by 
Ziana in Mutare, BCG 
managing director Mr 
Eddie Cross said he 
hoped this year the Beira 

  
S —————— 

route would take slightly 
more traffic. 

Mr Cross said the 
Beira corridor project 
was now about 50 percent | 
complete with the rail- 
way line having been 
fully rehabilitated and 
functioning normally. 

The pipeline was also 
operating well following 
rehabilitation and con- 
struction work which was 
completed last year in 
August. — Sapa.   
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fiage 12 SOWETAN, Tueéday, February 21, 1989 
  Dispa 

- SIR — Bantu Education 
is frustrating the pupils. I 
say this in reference to 
what happened recently 
in our schoois, : 

- . I wrote matric exams 
last year and got a school 
leaving symbol, and 
when I tried to go back to 
school, I was told there 
was no ‘place for me. 
What the DET is doing 
0 me and my fellow 
brothers and sisters is 
that we must just goaway 
and be used as cheap* 
labourers. 
_Being a member of 
Diepkloof branch of 
Sosco, the voice of the 
voiceless frustrated and 
directionless students, we 
decided to talk to our 
principals at schools but 

~ they avoided talking to 
. us, calling us thugs who 
~only wanted to disrupt 
classes. ST 

We didn’t want to 
disrupt the education but 
wanted to fight for our 
rights. Teachers have 
turned to ignore educa- 

rity in 

  

education 
sickens 
tion problems and care 
only for their salaries, 
their lifestyle and their 
children. They don’t care 
for us because 90 percent 
of their children attend 
multiracial schools. 

First of all the high: 
rate of failure was caused 
by not completing the 
syllabus. Teachers were 
only interested in falling 
in love with schoolgirls 
and not teaching as such. 
When we try to 

approach the inspectors, 
_ they don’t want to listen 
to our problems, they tell 
us we are .political 

' criminals used by 
political organisations. 
The DET suppresses us 
by implementing harsh 
regulations and expect 

no reaction from us. 
Teachers, principals 

and inspectors try to 
suppress us but they are 
also exploited by Det. 
With these points I want 
to express clearly to ‘you 
that our education is 
going down the stream. 
As long as teachers and 
principals are dead 
scared of the Det and still 
keep themselves away 
from progressive teach- 
€rs organisations like 
NEUSA, nothing will go 
right, so we as students 
we will march and face 
the common enemy and 
€xpect no one to stand in 
our way. = - 

EX-MATRIC PUPIL 
Diepkloof.
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4 LACK empowerment” is 
all the rage, but like 
‘many overused phrases 

¥ it has come to mean 
whatever anyone wants it to 
mean. .As a process, something 

like it is undoubtedly taking 
lace. The difficulty comes when 

it is treated as the policy of the 
US government. 

Absent either a clear definition of 

what it entails in this regard or a 

commitment to that definition once 

it has been reached, ‘‘black 

empowerment” — the policy — is in 

danger of being dismissed as a fraud. 

When Alan Keyes, the former as- 

sistant Secretary of State for inter- 

national organisations, first popular- 

ised the phrase a few years ago, he 

was talking about helping black 

South Africans develop their inher- 

ent economic muscle to achieve 

what the armed struggle, burning 

tyres, street protest and martyrdom 

had signally failed to achieve in dec- 
ades of trying. 

This was, and is, an eminently sen- 

sible idea, but it has always been 

liable to misinterpretation. 

To many of the simple-minded 

folk 'in Congress, for example, 

Keyes’'s formulation was nothing 

more that an excuse not to impose 

further economic sanctions. 
Such a misreading, however delib- 

erate and ideologically driven, 

would be easier to rebut were the US 

administration’s existing “empower- 

ment” policies actually seen to be 

doing what they promiseg. Unfortu- 

nately, they are not. This has a lot to 

do with the government arm 

charged with implementing them — 

the Agency for International Devel- 
~opment (AID). 

AID is loath even to talk about 

what it is up to in SA, much less the 

results of its activity. In one respect, 

this is understandable. In no other 

country are its programmes so de- 

signed to undermine the host’s exist- 

ing political order. The agency has 

'no choice but to keep a low profile. 

The problem is that reticence, how- 

  

  

  

  

  

  —F— 
ever necessary, can also conceal in- 
eptitude and worse. Remember Es- 
chel Rhoodie? 

Every January, AID sends Con- 
ess its “presentation” on the 
S$15bn a year of voters’ taxes it - 

spends annually on people who do 
not vote in American elections. Its 
presentation is a series of hefty vol- 
umes 'describing its current pro- 

grammes around the world and its 
lans and funding requests for the 
uture.. 
Since: public monies are involved 

— and AID is not the CIA or the 
Pentagon — the volumes are theo- 
retically public documents. But, un- 
less you are a connoisseur of bureau- 
cratic runarounds, don’t bother ask- 
ing for a set. 

Last week, I attempted to get 
answers to questions about the South 
African programme and telephoned 
the senior official most directly re- 
sponsible, one Fred Fischer. He did 
not take the call. Next day, a Press 
officer was on the line suggesting 
that I submit my questions in writ- 
ing. I did, and await, pessimistically, 
a reply. 

The South African programme 
currently comprises some 10 pro- 
jects upon which AID estimates it 
will spend US$34,9m this year. It is 

  

SIMON BARBER in Washington 
  

asking for US$24,9m — a substantial 
reduction — in fiscal i'ear 1990. 

"!#‘cfiever, neither figure -means 

ve’fylmuch because, in project after 

 project — and if the numbers are to 

ge believed — only a fraction of the 

money is actually being spent. 

In the fiscal year ending last Sep- 
témber 30, AID obligated — in other 
words, planned to disburse if the ne- 
cwsarfiemiddlemen and customers 
could be located and approved, the 
relevant Congressional committees. 
satisfied and the statutory Gordian 
knot of red tape untangled — 
US$3,4m on project number 674-0303: 

Under the Labour Union Training 
Project (647-0223), AID has chan- 
nelled funds through the AFL-CIO’s 
African-American Labour Centre 
(AALC) to “help black unions devel- 
op skills in organising, collective 
bargaining, health and occupational 
safety and grievance procedures. 

encourage black unions to remain 
politically independent, democratic 

. and sensitive to the benefits of a 

  

- Black Private Enterpise Develop- ‘ 
ment. 

As described in the “presentation”, 
the. purpose of this project is “to | 

~strengthen black business associ- 
" ations, to provide credit to small and 
' micro-enterprises and to help black 

business move into SA’s industrial- 
ised economy”. 

US$1,7m was obligated. 

market-oriented economy.” 
Sounds good. In fiscal year 1988 

his time 
last Xear, AID predicted US$1,8m 
would in fact be disbursed. In the 
event, not a dime was spent. 

One of AID’s sexier South African 
projects is 647-0305: Human Rights 

grants of up to'US$100 000 to defend 

detainees or those charged with 

apartheid violations and to support 

legal challenges to apartheid-related 

_laws®or ‘practices. 
“The Democratic Alternatives 

programme authorises US$175 000 to 

support the involvement of blacks in 

developing multiracial political so- 

lutions to the sharing of political 

“power. The Victims of Violence pro- 

~ gramme authorises US$175 000 to 

provide direct relief to the families 

of the victims of the current con- 

flict. 7% ; 

This grew out of a plan devised by 

Republican Senator Nancy Kasse- 

baum in 1984 and though some will 

view it as gross interference or, at 

the other end.of the scale, as a cheap 

attempt at co-optation, it is a pretty 

neat way of showing that Washing- 

ton cares in a manner that does not 

involve the destruction of the South 

African economy. : 

Pity, then, that of the US$3m obli- 

gated over fiscal years 1987 and 1988, . 

‘only US$686 000 — about 20% — was 

disbursed 
. Since its inception in 1986, Com- 
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Some US$505 000 was ultimately 
spent in fiscal year 1988, with 
$$354 000 being contributed from 

an entirely different account. Of the 
multi-million dollar obligation prop- 
er, only US$151 000 made its way out 
of the agency. 

board. 
The story is the same across the | 

Support, under which US$1,5m worth 
of grants are sufposed to be doled 
out each year in four categories. Let 
me quote the official rubric: 

-
 

“The Small Grants programme . 
authorises US$500 000 for grants of 
US$10000 or less to non-violent, 
community-based groups resisting 
apartheid. : 

“The larger Legal Assistance pro- 
gramme authorises US$650 000 for 

. work of community-bas 

_ munity Outreach and Leadership De- - 

“Agditionally, the AALC seeks:to. | e opment (8740230) “hias supported 
-arange of community organisations 
and trained community leaders:so 
they can be more effective in meet- 
ing community needs”. 

It also “focuses on seeking peace- 
ful change and developing policies 
and practices that are basic to an 
effective, functioning democracy”. 
By the end of last year, US$828m 
had been obligated, US$2,9m spent. 

Most of AID’s South African bud- 
get is devoted to education under 
three principal headings: Training of 
Disadvantaged South Africans (674- 
0213), the South African Bursaries 
Project (674-0230) and Educational 
Training and Support (674-0302). 

The first provides scholarships to 
study in the US, the second bursaries 
to certain approved South African 
institutions. The last “supports a net- 

schools as 
models for a post-apartheid educa- 
tional system, the development of a



 



    

As far back as 1977, R W John- 

son in his book “How long will 

South Africa survive?” argued 
that the situation was locked 

steadfast at five minutes to mid- 

-night. The country was so near 
yet so far to revolution. 

In a newly released volume of ar- 

ticles written by international and 

local academics,* attention is yet 

again focused on the dimensions of 
the South African crisis. 

The question posed is how unsta- 

ble has the system of white suprem- 

acy really become? 
Johnson’s arguments are reas- 

sessed in the light of increased in- 

ternational and internal pressures, 

and other changes that have oc- 

curred inside and outside South 

Africa since 1977. 
The conclusion is that, despite 

significant changes in political and 

socio-economic structures, revolu- 

tion is not substantially nearer. 

 The metaphor of the motionless 
clock, locked into position just be- 

fore the final hour, still remains 

symbolic of South Africa. 
Although the survival of Africa’s 

last pigmentocracy is not immedia- 

tely threatened, the balance of 

forces in South Africa is’shifting 

inexorably against the system of 

white supremacy. 
The contributors identify numer- 

'~ Hermann Gifibmee shows how the 

“has facilitated the search for alter- 

  

  

_ Political | 
South Africans have been 1iv 
of the clock striking 12, signi 
pected revolution which woul 

an oppressive white m 

ous factors which explain why the " discredited ideology. = - 

hands of the clock have moved, if '* He doubts prospects of a Conser- 

only to marginally nearer midnight. . - vative Party takeover, 

Tom Lodge emphasises how black . . However, if it were to become a 

politics has become internationa- “threat to the National Party, the 

lised so that repression has wider G vernment would simply suspend 

ramifications, and how black politi- . elections and rule through referen- 

cal culture has simultaneously ma- - daand by decree. 

tured and become militant. [ 
John D Brewer points out that 

black protest has been strengthened I 
despite internal fissures.. 1l are likely to be made on 

For example, there are new and ture. This is true as much 

important ideological and class alli-- 
ances, the armed' struggle is being 

co-ordinated m itical mobilisa 
tion, and the labour and trade ur 
movement is being used as a power: : 

ful force pushing for political 
change. it 

‘:bar — or impatience — 

‘the start of the long-ex- 

    
  

~ Focusing on ecoh&mi&, Nicoli 

Nattrass sees its health as too pre- 

arious to fund the demands that 
jit in fu- 
orexpen- 

sive reform as for expensive repres- 

'sion;, but the inability’ to 'do either 

- weakens white supremacy in the 
fong tem'l, % T . “Q.“_r,, R, 

T C Moll argues that while 
theoretically the South African 
State could finance further militari- 
sation, this would be at the cost of a 
high fiscal burden and expenditure 
on black education, housing and 

welfare, the political implications 
of which are destabilising. 

Overall, the country is under 
more pressure than ever before to 

ideological disunity among whites 

natives to apartheid, which has 

given legitimacy to the idea and 

rhetoric of reform. Among most 

Afrikaners, he says, apartheid is a 

" Tom l.oge ... black politics inter- ‘ 

nationalised and more mature. 

change its system of racial inequali- 
ty and injustice. Sanctions, diplo- 
matic leverage by the superpowers, 
internal black protest from political 
movements and trade unions, dom- 
estic economic recession, ideologi- 
cal uncertainty and disunity among 
whites, and hostility from neigh- 
bouring states all combine to threa- 
ten the survival of South Africa in 
its present form. 

In his conclusion, Weber says: “It 
seems that — 10 years on from 
Johnson’s ‘How long will South Afri- 
ca survive? — the balance of forces   

in South Africa still excludes a revo- 
lutionary overthrow of the Govern- 
ment, but the Government’s capaci- 

: ““ty to maintain the present pattern 

_of political power has weakened. 
“If the militarised and centralised 

state is as yet unassailable, the sys- 
tem is becoming more ungovern- 
able. So while the clock is still at 
five minutes to midnight, it is no 
longer riveted in this position.” 
* Can South Africa Survive? 
Five Minutes to Midnight edited 
by John D Brewer (Southern 
Book Publishers, R39,95). 

  
 



 



  

Lekhanya’s   
STha W (b /787 

ran 
eaves the 
eople cold 

plan 

  

  

  

NORMAN CHANDLER of the The Star’s Africa News Service recently 
spent some time in Lesotho. He discovered that, despite the new factories and 

hotels, the people of the mountain kingdom are restless. 
  

MASERU — Lesotho’s militar 
Eovemment is making a major ef- 
ort to show it has the interests of 

the country at heart — three 
ears after the overthrow of the 
eabua Jonathan regime which 

ruled the land for two decades. 
Development is surging and the 

construction industry is cock-a-hoop. 
But the government’s public relations 
machine is simply not working. 

East of the village of Butha Buthe, - 
preliminary work has started on the 
huge Lesotho Highlands water 
scheme, which will one day help sup- 
ply the Witwatersrand with water and 
whose hydro-electric power will help 
light up the urban areas of most of 
southern and central Africa. 

On the banks of the Caledon River 
near Leribe is rising an industrial 
area which makes some of South Afri- 
ca’s industrial decentralisation cen- 
tres look puny by comparison. And 
around Maseru factories are spring- 
ing up, bringing to the capital hun- 
dreds of people — many of whom are 
today living in appalling conditions. 

New schools are being planned for 
Maseru and other areas. 

The old Leabua Highway — now of- 
ficially renamed the Al — snaking 
through the lowlands of Lesotho is 
being resurfaced and, for the first: 
time in memory, actually has road 
markings on its surface. 

. The road network to the country- 
side is being upgraded to cater for the 
expected demand brought about by 

e opening of the rugged interior as 
a result of the water scheme. 

New hotels are being built in out- 
lying areas. A Chinese-sponsored 
hotel is going up at Teyateyaneng and 
another is being built between Ma- 
seru and Teyateyaneng. The interest- 
ing thing here is that there is nothing 

. of note in that district to merit the 
siting of two hotel complexes. 

    
Dubious honour 

" Both hotels will be big enough to be 

* eligible for gambling slot machines — 

and there could lie the answer.- The 

tourist or travelling businessman 

might well be secondary to the huge. 

profits that will surely accrue. 

This has already become the case 

in some country hotels, where slot 

machines outnumber ms — SO 

great is the desire by a largely jobless 

people to enrich themselves. If the 

trend continues, Lesotho might have 

the dubious honour of being one of the 

world’s biggest slot machine areas. 

Factories are being built in many 

@ areas, and some towns, qotably Le- 

ribe — the second biggest in the king-/ 

— are being bypassed by new 

ggg:is. It might not be coinpide_nce 

thzat this is happening. Leribe is still a 

  

hotbed of political thought, and not at 
all popular with the authorities. 

The development now under way is 
all part of a grand design by the mili- 
tary government of Major General 
Metsing Lekhanya to win the hearts 
of a people who ululated in the streets 
of Maseru three years ago at the 
downfall of the Jonathan government 
but who have, by all accounts, now 
become disenchanted with the mili- 
tary regime. 

These are the people who do not see 
the rush towards new development in 
quite the same way as does the gov- 
ernment. They see instead corruption; 
armed soldiers at every corner (remi- 
niscent of some periods of the Jonath- 
an days); and government spies in 
hotel bars, lobbies and shops. They 
hear with disquiet”rumours of South 
African police and soldiers maintain- 
ing a low-key presence in Maseru. 

. Political parties and political opin- 
ion are suppressed, as has been the 
case since the military coup of Jan- 
uary 1986. Apart from a couple of 
Catholic newspapers and a weekly in- 
dependent called The Mirror, there 

are no real news media in Maseru — 
the government does not take kindly 
to pressmen. 

And that has given rise to what 
government officials refer to as 
“street talk” — in other words, ru- 
mour-mongering in the face of a   
shortage of official information or 
regular dissemination of news. 

Veteran leader 

“Street talk” it was that gave the 
populace at large the news of the re- 
turn of veteran political leader Ntsu 
Mokhehle (Lesotho’s government says 
he must not be referred to as “Mr”) 
and has also been responsible for var- 
ious other stories, which newsmen 
have not as yet been able to verify. 

As in many other African countries, 
“street talk” begins in government of- 
fices and is quickly conveyed to the 
pavements. A classic example of this 
for Lesotho is in neighbouring Trans- 
kei, where the so-called “York Road 
Times” in Umtata played no small 

  

part in bringing down the government 
of Chief George Matanzima. 

There is evidence that officials are 
listening to the “news” via the pave- 
"ment crowds. Pressmen are literally 
besieged in the bars of some hotels, 
and particularly at off-the-track res- 
taurant-bars where some political 
thought is guardedly imparted. 

Some of that thought is that what 
started off with such promise three 
years ago is being allowed to wither 
and die, simply because the powers 
that be do not have their fingers on 
the pulse of a nation tired of political 
intrigue and mismanagement.  
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LETTERS 

THE letter from L Carr 
of Gillits cannot be over- 
looked without receiving 
the highest praise, as 
every word he has written 
is true — “‘Little less mor- 
al posturing needed” — 
Citizen (February 15). 

1 was born and educat- 
ed in India (of British par- 
ents) and wenttoa Cof E 
School in Simla which was 
completely mixed be it in 
religion, colour, or creed 
as there was no Pakistan 
in those days. The schol- 
ars at the school included 
Hindus, Moslems, Sikhs, 

subjects and everyone got 
on well together without 
any problem. 

Of course in 1948/1949 
when Britain decided to 
end British rule, and split 
the country into India and 
Pakistan, the situation be- 
came ugly and nasty and 
foreigners who had lived 

  
  

Jews, Parsees and British 
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Independence has 
brought shambles 

in India 
in India all there lives 
were subjected to verbal 
and physical abuse and 
told to “quit India”; not 
to mention the large num- 
ber of Moslems and 
others who were butch- 
ered to death in the street 
and elsewhere, all over 
India. One would have 
thought that partition 
would have been a time 
for friendship and happi- 
ness in the circumstances. 
And today 40 and more 

years hence the countries 
of India and Pakistan are 
still in a shambles or let’s 
say since Britain pulled 
out; at least while Britain 
was in India the country 
was run more efficiently, 
fairly, honestly, and with- 
out hatred between Mos- 
lems and Indians and 
Sikhs and Hindus. 

- Certainly the " parti- 
tion/independence of In- 
dia/Pakistan was the start 
of the “‘gale of change” 
on Britain’s part in grant- 
ing Independence to 
countries too numerous 
to mention who have 
proved incapable of run- 
ning a country let along a 
“fish and chip shop” to 
put it mildly. . 

Is it any wonder the 
Whites in SA are appre- 
hensive in view of the ex- 
amples or otherwise of 
“independent” countries 
who cannot survive with- 
out monetary handouts, 
and where dictators, 
coups, poverty, starva- 
tion. etc. are always a . 

~threat it nota way ot hie! 

EXINDIA 
Vanderbijlp: 

  

Chief warns of the ‘enemy within’ ‘ 

Bu elezi te 

%Ql)lr'loperl 
S ministers 

’ 

  

MEMBERS of the Legislative Assembly 
who would not work for their constitu- 
encies might as well resign, Chief Min- 
ister of KwaZulu Mangosuthu Buthe- 
lezi warned yesterday. 

In a tongue-lashing during his policy 
speech, Dr Buthelezi said each mem- 
ber had his own home constituency and 
regional network. 

“Each one of us here will be made re- 
dundant in the struggle unless these 
constituencies and networks are kept 
in good working order,” he said. 

" “Is this just a big, grand-speaking 
house where we gather to exchange 
fraternal greetings and have dis- 

| cussions and then go home to do the 
least that has to be done?” ; 

Mr Buthelezi asked the members if 
they were aware there were people 

_this sitatuion. 

who travelled as far as Lusaka to col- 
laborate with “the enemy”. 

He asked what their answer was to 
mushrooming women’s and youth 

" movements which saw Inkatha as “the 
opposition”. The Inkatha leader said 
people were campaigning to eliminate 
the movement. ! 

He said “the enemy” of Inkatha was 
“within KwaZulu” and had adopted a 
multifaceted approach. > 

Mr Buthelezi produced documents 
published by the National Education 
and Health Workers’ Union (Nehawu) 
and wanted to know from members 
what they were going to do to allgviate 

“If civil servants are going to $tab us 
in the back, what is our retort going to 
be?” he asked. — Sapa.      
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ipe-dreams 
PLANS for a White state or homeland in 

South Africa have always seemed to us to be 

nonsensical. : 

First, you have to have a well-defined area in 

which you can live without the labour of any 

Blacks. 2 

Secondly, the state must be viable. 
Thirdly, if you are going to exclude the great 

majority of Whites, you are not going to get 

much support. 5, 

In other words, once you start drawing the 

boundaries of your state, you are going to 

~ have to say that all Whites outside those 

boundaries are discarded — and those who 
are will not like the idea. 

Fourthly, you have to encourage people to 

give up their security and their jobs in order 

to join you in your new state. 

Finally, you have to be able to persuade gov- 

ernments to give you the land you want for 

your state. 
Head of the Afrikanervolkswag, Professor 

Carel Boshoff, proposes to establish an Afri- 

kaner state in a stretch of land straddling the 

Orange River and its tributaries — common- 

ly known as the Kalahari, Namaqualand, the 

Swartland, the Hantam and the Northern 

Karoo. 
He also wants the southern part of South West 

Africa for his state, including the richest dia- 

mond area in the world. 

Key towns would be Saldanha — as the har- 

bour — Beaufort West, Graaff-Reinet, Col- 

esberg, De Aar, Upington, Kuruman, 

Keetmanshoop and Luderitz. 
Instead of claiming the whole of South Africa 

as the White man’s land — except for those 

parts designated for Blacks — Professor Bos- 

hoff admits South Africa is irretrievably 

mixed and that the Afrikaner should excise 

for himself an exclusive Afrikaner homeland. 

“The country is becoming more integrated and 

ungovernable by the day. I can’t see any par- 

ty, whatever its policies or intentions, revers- 

ing this trend,” he says. S 

Hence, as he sees it, the need to create an 

Afrikaner state which the Afrikaner can “oc- 

cupy, manage and defend” without help 

from any outside agency. : ~ 

However, in the all-White, all-Afrikaner land 

that he envisages, the Coloured people out- 

  

number Whites at present by four to one — 

and it is estimated that 250 000 Coloured 

people would have to be resettled elsewhere. 

Although much of the land is desolate and 

arid, Professor Boshoff says: “I would rather 

carve out a future for myself and my descen- 

dants in the desert than be bogged down in a 

swamp.”’ = 

  

  

But if he thinks that 300 000 Afrikaners will be 
attracted to it (and eventually 2 million), that 
?he rest of Afrikanerdom can be abandoned 
in an increasingly Black South Africa, and 
that the government of an independent 
South West Africa (probably Swapo) will 
give him one metre of ground, he is sadly 
mistaken. 

The idea is a non-starter, whatever he says. 
Others who hanker for an Afrikaner state are 
_similarly chasing rainbows. 

The Oranjewerkers’ vision of a White state at 
Morgenzon, in the Transvaal, is hardly worth 
seriously considering except as a small en- 
clave of no consequence. ‘ 

The AWB’s idea of taking over the old Boer 
Republics will also not work. 

And all that Dr Andries Treurnicht, the Con- 
servative Party leader, can say is the land 
-area now in White ownership is the father- 
land and should form the basis for determin- 
_ing the final borders between the White 
fatherland and the national states for non- 
Whites. ; : 

The reality of South Africa is that the races are 
irretrievably mixed, the Whites are outnum- 

- bered and will be hopelessly in the minority 
by the year 2000, and there is no way in 
which the Whites can rule the country on 
their own. 

The aim should not be to chase the pipe-dream 
of an Afrikaner state but to find a way in 
which all the races can live together, work 
together and share power. 

~ That is the challenge which the Whites have to 
meet — and the sooner they do so, the better 
the chances of x/_grj_(i out an acceptable so- 

R s   

  

 


