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OLI VI A FORSYTH:

A

The story of a mission that failed

What is the real truth about the Aivia Forsyth saga? The facts
speak for thensel ves and show quite Clearly that her mssion tu
infiltrate the ANC was a pathetic flop. The scecall ed "master

m nds" of the South African security police spent many nohths
conjuring up an el aborate plan to penetrate the ANC and the Front
Line States and failed dismally.

The schenme was foiled before it had even got off the ground when
Forsyth was unmasked by the ANC in February 1986 in Harare. She
was confronted by our then Chief Representative, who had unknown
to her been our national chief of security before being appointed
to head our mission in Zinbabwe. Cracking under-the pressure of
hi s questions she confessed to being a security police |ieutenant
on an underCover ms: on to infiltrate our organisatior end

know edge we had the neans to carefully monitor her actions. The
Her return to South Africa was viewed with consternation by the
authors of the infiltration plan fer.it spelt nething but failure;
her cover had been blown and the vast resources, tinme and energy,
expended on’ her mission had proved val uel ess. The ANC by sendi ng
her back to South Africa had confounded their attenpts to base her
in the Front Line States. Consequently by June 1986, after many
sl eepl ess days and nights of schem ng and plotting, Forsythis
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handl ers sent her to Lusaka in a reckless attenpt to inject new
life into a plan that just was not getting off the ground. It was
hoped that Forsyth woul d sonehow get the ANC to send her for
mlitary training and thereafter obtain a strategic position at our
headquarters in the Departnent of Information and Publicity.
fromthe exercise. ,Insteed of gbing for training she found herself
promptly dispatched to our top security detention centre in Angol a.
. She spent the next 22 nmonths in detention of one kind or another
al ways a prisoner and al ways under guard. She was never trusted
and was lucky to escape with the assistance of the British
governnent. It is quite clear that only the gullible and the-
fervent supporters of the racist regine can believe anythi ng ot her
than that her mssion failed m serably.

Since her return to gouth Africa the security police have sought
to stage a spectacular press event in an effort to cover up their
bungl ed operation. The& have invented a preppsterous rstory
claimng that Forsyth's confession to the ANC was a brilliant ploy
pre-planned by their top brains in oraer to penetrate our

organi sation to the highest levels. Stretching incredulity to the
l[imts the astonishing claimis made that even her inprisonment was
sought-after by her handlers. This is in the nature of the Htler
technique - "the bigger the lie, the nore readily it will be
bel i eved". The terns the police are using to characterise
Forsythls role such as "false defector" and "double and triple
agent" are dubious words in the world of intelligence. Such

i ndi vidual s as everyone knows are always regarded with deep
scepticismand are never trusted. The fal se version of how she
becanme a prisoner trusted by the ANC and thus able to gather_
sensitive ihfornmetion is nothing nore than a desperate attenpt to
turn a disastrous and enbarrassing nmission into a glorious triunph
for the apartheid regimne.
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This bizarre story, made-up of the juicy ingredients of spy tales
that are currently so popular, is neant to distract public and
press attention froma stupendous degree of bungling and

i ncompetence all the nore unexpected froma state body with
enormous financial resources and boasting a high | evel of

prof essionalism Apart fromcovering up a botched operation this
versi on seeks to spread lies and disinformation about the ANC
whil st attenpting to underm ne the value of the vast information
provided to us by Pretorials VlIittle errand girl".

Forsyth’s allegations that the ANC is divided by tribal and
personal power struggles, that there is denoralisation wthin our
ranks, that we are anbival ent about the rel ease of Nel son Mandel a
etc. is nothing but the-stale stories that have been circul ated by
Pretoria’ s disinformati on machine for many years. This ol d garbage
i s being paraded as proof of Forsythls successful nmission. Anyone
but unmitigatea racists will reject this with the-ccntenpt it

i oserves.

Once’ Forsyth had been thoroughly debriefed her only value to us was
in a prisoner exchange. She was moved from our detention centre

to a security house in Luanda not because she had passed a test of
trustworthi ness but because at that point the handful of wonen
prisoners who were there were all being transferred.

Pretorials claims that she was able to obtain sensitive information
are | aughable; the fignent of the imagination of her handlers.

Her value to her hmasters. whilst in ANC detention has been
negligible. Her tasks according to her press statenent included:
"investigating specific aspects SACP/ANC Al liance; the interna

| eadership conflict: the disillusionnent of Cadres wishing to
return to SA* ANC installations and facilities in the neighbouring
states: making contact with other police agents in order to
activate sleepers: to undergo political and mlitary training:

to investigate conditions ii) the canps: to recruit principa

H

agents: to spread disinformation.....

Detention is hardly the
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pl ace for the acconplishment of such el aborate tasks. YCL the
police persist in their fiction that Forsyth was successful in her
m ssion, that she was able to suceessfully report on all the above
tasks and many nore besides, even to the extent of |earning about
ANC underground structures and units inside South Africa. Ooviously
the long list of her "achievenents" has been invented for
publication by her police nasters. Forsyth was sinply not free to
do any of these things. She was being prepared for a possible

pri soner exchange. This nmakes the claimthat she was able to
obtain sensitive information fromsenior ANC officials quite

| udi crous. She was given sonme work to heep her occupied such as
transl ating Afrikaans articles and nmaki ng newspaper cuttings. This
is what is now being theatrically described as "sensitive work for
a senior security officer".

The only information a de’ainee is able to provideiis about thei
own detention and in this regard Forsyth is spewing out a ties'e
of lies about alleged ANC brutality. Her state of good healti when
she presented herself at the British Enbassy in Luanda is proof of
this. In fact at the time when the story was put out by sone
British newspapers and the BBC that she had 'been subject to
harrowi ng torture she issued a statenent through an official of the
British enbassy in Luanda denyihg this. Eorsyth was satisfactorily
treated by us. She was never beaten as she clains.

The extensive information Forsyth supplied to the ANC in her

conf essi ons has been a major setback to the Security police as well
as a serious enbarrassnent. They have therefore gone to

extraordi nary lengths to distort the truth ehd pretend that the ANC
has been provided with deliberate msinformati on. Forsyth betrayed
many of her close coll eagues such as Joy Harnden, Billy van Zyl,
Patricia and John Adanms, who are based in Brussels, Gl bert
Strauss, James Smith, Gawi e Vorster, Andrew Hockl ey, John Handan
Janet Knight, Louise Vincent etc etc. Billy van Zyl, thanks to
Forsyth, has been in ANC custody since 1986.



She has also given intimate details of the inner workings of the
South African security apparatus with all its inconpetence and
rivalries. These rivalries include those between police and
mlitary and between governnent | eaders and the security
establ i shnent. Lengthy profiles of scores of police officers from
the | owest ranks to generals have been provided, listing their
strengths and weaknesses, - their hone | addresses, vehicle

regi stration nunbers, details about their famlies etc, giving us
a valuable insight into the seams and cracks of the security system
and its personnel. Such information was confirmation of data
already in our hands from our other sources.

For exanple, of her chief handler, Major Qosthuizen, she wites:
"He is basically anmbitious ... feels extrenely guilty about
neglecting his famly. Wen | amin South Africa he-spends nost of
his free time with me. He has often told nme that | amthe only
person he can speak to about his personal problens or to whom he
can boast about successes which make himexcited. He has also told
me that he does not regard himself as working primarily for the
Seuth African governnent or any noble patriotic notions; his
notivation is 80 per cent professional: and only 20 pe; tin;

i deological. He is very racist: He has a gensitive ego and is very
conscious of his self-inmage; after | told himheyhas getting fat,
he | ost about 8 kg ..."

A

Apart from providing the nost intinate details concerning Craig
Wl lianmson, she reported that 'once he had resighed fromthe SAP
seni or officers began to question what he had done in G (section
of SB headed by WIllians) in the years in whioh he controlled it".
Forsyth continuede "There seened to be a growi ng opinion that he
had ridden on his credibility gained in the field, and that Gl had
in fact squandered hundreds of thousands of rands on operations
whi ch had failed. There was also criticismof frivol ous spending
on items |like a fancy red BMNV whi ch was supposed ito be nn
operational car ... Personal gain appears to be his overriding
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notive, and this includes financially. Wile he was in the SAP, he
was involved in property specul ati on and ot her busi ness deal s.
Wiile in the Force, there were 21 nunber of occasions when he
threatened to resign if he did not get pronotion ..."

Forsyth has been even | ess kind concerning her relative Mjor Derek
Brune who took over GL when WIlianson resigned: "Brune is fairly
bright, quite sly and very anbitious. He is quick to claima
successful operation as-his, but will always blane failures on his
subordi nates. H's mmjor professional weakness appears to be a | ack
of field experience. He is regarded as a conpulsive liar. He is
married but has affairs ... Ego is definitely a factor which could
be exploited in his case..... to the extent that he will not
hesitate to sl ander coll eagues who threaten to underm ne himor
"chal | enge"” his expertise in any way".

Of Warrant Officer Palko alias G na: "she is anbitious but not

very bright; a plodder who is given nore secretarial thah
operational responsibilities, a fact which she resents ... She has.
| expensi ve cl othing tastes which a police salary cannot easily cater
for..."
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Forsyth provided us with the following insight into the rivalry
surroundi ng her own m ssion, which is eloquent testinmony to the
shanbl es that it had been reduced to b& the tinme the ANC had sent
her back to South Africa in May/June 1986: "Operation Oivetti |the
code nane of her mssionl has been run by a team consisting of
peopl e from John Vorster branch and Gl. Prior to Oivetti,

ant agoni sm had been building up between them nore or |ess since
Bri gadi er Erasmus and Maj or Oosthuizen had been in Johannesburg.
The reasons for this included the fact that the successes of the
John Vorster branch had begun to show up the inadequacies and | ack
of results on the part of GL. Wen John Vorster began to involve
itself in operations Ilike Aivetti, which reached over the hnrders
of South Africa, and into Als official terrain, GL began to fee
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threatened (Derek Brune in particular) ... @ has consistently
tried to west control of the operation and claimthe successes for
itself. Brune has used all sorts of tactics in these attenpts, from
mani pul ating Brigadier Stadtler to slandering ' OOCSthuizen at
Security Branch headquarters, and Qosthuiien has countered these
with tactics of his owh ... Before nmy trip to Lusaka ....there was
a showdown neetinge at Security Branch ’'headquarters which
illustrated this inconpetence. The neeting was forced by Gl and

i ncl uded Brigadiers Erasnmus and Stadtler, Mjors Bruhe and
Qost hui zen and other senior officers clainng expertise in externa
operations as well as asserting that external ops wer: drir

domain. 61 said "Aivetti" should fall under their contro

Thi s showdown was followed by further attenpts by GL to shunt John
Vorster out of the operation ... As an RS agent, | am part of G,
and Oost hui zen has pointed out that this conflict is due in |large
part to the fact that | amat present dis "trunptCard" and ..

with their credibility at stake, Gl desperately needs to claima
success 0 . O

There are many ot her concrete gains’from Forsythis confessions to
hus. For instance she enabled the ANC to alert endengered activists
i nside the country.before the security police could pounce. Her
exposure has seriously hanpered the reginme’s nefarious attenpts at
infiltrating antieapartheid forces, and served to alert and teach
peopl e in the mass denocratic novenent about the devious nature and
tactics of the eneny.

The role of the British governnent in the whole Forsyth affair

| eaves a lot to be desired. They bear a heayy responsibility
concerning the return of "Pretoriafs little errahd girl" to South
Africa. All along, they were informed of the feet that she was a
South African police officer of the rank of |ieutehant who had been
spying on the ANC as well as the Front Line States including such
Conmenweal t h countries as Bot swana, Tanzani a, Zanbia and Zi nbabwe.
Nevert hel ess they continanly insisted on treating her as a Britic!
subj ect disregarding her crimnal activities. They put plP"
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onht he Angol an gpvernment to secure her rel ease. The passport they
i ssued to her, enabling her to | eave Luanda, was the third British
docunent they presented her with in a short space of tinme. Forsth!
was instructed by her controllers to apply for a British pass"wt
in Cape Town early in 1985 for the purpose ef hefwhission, and a
second in Harare in Cctober the sane year enabling her to trave
throughout the regioni without the taint of’ the South African
connection. She had received three British passports in as nany
years. This raises serious questions about the ease with whieh the
i notorious South African secret police have been able to use the
British government for their sinister work. It is worthy of note
that Britain lifted this known South African agent from Luanda and
safely delivered her via London to her handlers who were waiting
to receive her at Jan Smuts airport in Decenber, 1988. Fromthe
begi nning to the end the whol e project hinged (n) a series of
British passports.

There are a grow ng nunber of South African agents using Bri’ish
passports to carry out subversive nissions in wthe Front Line
States. Anpbngst themare Steve BUrnett, arrested in Botswana fort
attenpting to assassinate an anti-apartheidjactiyist. Burnett has
confessed to being an agent not only fer South Africa but for
Britain's ML6. Otheri unsavoury Charaeters of this type are

regul arly being exposed in the region. By their assistance to
Forsyth the British governnent has shown that it condones all these
activities.
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AQivia Forsyth is incapable of distinguishing fact fromfiction
The truth is alien to her;- In bet 8 years asua police spy she has

behaved in a totally inmmoral way.b Fal sehood agd betrayal have
become second nature to her. Her behaviour during the period in

our hands is best left unnentioned but clearly reinforces the way
progressives in South Africa have characterised her. Forsyth has
not sinply been involved in sonme gl anorous gane bel oved by the
witers of spy thrillers. She has for years been engaged in

despi cabl e acts in the service of an evil reginme which is condemmed



by humanity.

AQivia Forsyth is not the first nor the last in a long line of
apartheid spies. Her sordid career is a testanent to the desperate
efforts of a mnority racist regine to cling to power in the face
of inevitable defeat at the hands of a novenent |eading the people
of South Africa to their |iberation.

ENDS



