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THE STRUGGLE FOR NATI ONAL LI BERATION I N SOUTH AFRI CA

For centuries the continent of Africa has been subjected
to col onisation and nost brutal agreesion. Prom nent

among these aggressors were Britain, France, Belgium Port-
ugal, Holland, Germany, the USA and Italy. W may distin-
gui sh various periods: nanel , slave trading (which robbed
Africa of mllions of peQpleK, nerchantile capitalist col-
oni alism inperialismand neo-col onialism

The chief characteristic has al ways been rapaci ous robbery
of the human and material resources of Africa, cold-blood-
ed massacre of the people, and conplete disregard for their
human rights and dignity. This systemleft Africa with a
heritage of poverty, disease and ignorance.

In sone parts of Africa the systembased itself on a sett-
| ed European comunity which donminated the state and the
econom c, social and cultural life.

In Southern Africa, the national |iberation nmovements each
devel oped primarily towards unification of the oppressed
African peoples, to struggle against white raci smand neo-
colonialismby nethods originally purely political and
eventually mlitary. It was the realities of the situa-
tion that conpelled these organi sations to enbark on arned

struggl e.
In this contribution to the conference, we shall concentrate
on the devel opnent of the national |iberation novenent in

South Africa in its struggle against racism fascism and
inmperialism inits driving forces and the unification of
the masses of the people into a resistance and revol ution-
ary novement aimng at a conplete national and social rev-
ol uti on.

| . The Historical Background.

It was the historical fate of the peoples of Southern Afri-
ca to experience European col onialismunder the nost unpro-
ductive and barbarous el enents of West Europe: the adventu-
rers of feudal Portugal and the Netherlands, mercantile
capitalists represented by the Dutch East |ndia Conpany.
The African peoples of Southern Africa had evol ved stable
soci eties based on ani mal husbandry and agricul ture. Handi -
crafts had been devel oped, and in Zi nbabwe and what is now
the Transvaal .an African mning industry had been devel -
oped. Private ownership of |and was unknown. The econony
was of a subsistence character, w thout noney or other ned-
i um of exchange. There were no acute or antagonistic class
divisions. the Chiefs were assisted in |egislative and

adnmi ni strative duties by general neetings of the people -
conmmon to traditional South African cultures.
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The appearance of the Portuguese and Dutch prevented the
evol ution of these societies and subjected themto untold
cal amaties. On Africa s South-west coast, the Portuguese
sl ave traders created havoc. Between 1486 and 1641 they
took from Angol a al one an average of about 9,000 slaves a
year.w In the 18th century this traffic increased to an
average of 25,000 a year.

The Dutch East |ndia Conmpany has aptly been described as
"a typical creation of nerchantile capitalism...a feroci-
ous plunderer which only destroyed and never built".H In
1652, the Conpany set up a "refreshnent station" in Cape
Town under Jan van Ri ebeeck, for the Company’s ships ply-
ing fromHolland to Java and ot her col onies. The Dutch
settlers brought to the Cage at this tinme had, to start
with, no land or cattle. hey acquired themby a sinple
process of aggression and robbery fromthe African peQple
in the western Cape, taking advantage of the fact that
these peaceable Africans "constantly conme to us without
weapons", as van Riebeeck hinmself put it.IttNot only did
the settlers deprive themof their land and their cattle
but they enslaved themto work on their |and and seized
their wonenfol k. This process continued throughout the
18th Century. A hundred years of Conpany rule virtually
destroyed the once-flourishing Khoi san conmunities around
Table Bay in the western Cape. In addition to its geno-

ci dal wars agai nst the Khoi san people and its seizing of
the great herds of cattle and the |and, the Dutch East

I ndi a Conpany al so introduced chattel slavery at the Cape.
Over the years there develOped a steady infiltration of
the Boers (farmers), fornerly of the Dutch East India Com
pany, into the interior of the country. Their farm ng me-

thods rapidly exhausted the soil, and a ned parties of them
were continually noving east and north in naraudi ng cattle
rai ds agai nst the indigenous people . It is sonetines

sought to present these novenments of the "Trek Boers" as
if they were sonme sort of civilising mission. Eventually
they spread far north and east - a chapter of histor
glorified by nmodern ideol ogi sts of *Afrikaner’ (Boer nat-
ionalismand the Voortrekkers. It is a thenme often taken
up by apol ogi sts for present-day neo-Nazism as exenplified
by the Vorster regine.

But Lawson represents this period nore accurately when he
wites:

"The trekki ng movement had begun by the end of the sixteenth
century and continued steadily for al nost two centuri es.
Its peculiar characternderived fromthe fact that it was

i mpel l ed by poverty. 1lhis was no confident advance by a

ri eh and exgandi ng econorny; it was a furtive, creeping
trickle tna seemed to transplant its Om poverty, ignor-
ance and cultural sterility wherever it went;....It brought
no econoni ¢ advance, no civilisation, only stagnation and
degradati on. " MM

W

t Basil Davidson, "African Awakenin ".

ht H Lawson in ’'Liberation’, No;l6 Johannesburg 16.2.56.)
ttt See van Ri ebeeck’s ' Journal’

tttt H Lawson in 'Liberation’, No.17 (Johannesburg March
1956 .
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Towards the latter part of the eighteenth century, the
settler colony at the Cape cane up agai nst mush stronger
opposition. In what is now known as the Eastern Cape,

dwelt the Xhosa pe oples. iheir vast herds of cattle and
fertile farnm ands attracted the greed of the settlers. But
the Xhosa were form dabl e opponents, well-organi sed and
with a mlitary tradition, Thus began the |ong series of
acts of aggression and cattle raids against the Xhosa people
whi ch white South African historians call the "Kaffir Wars",
which lasted for 100 years. It is in fact absurd to des-
cribe these cattle raids as "wars". As soon as serious

resi stance devel oped, the Boers ran away. Khoi san troops
coerced by the colonists were sent out in front by the Boer
mar auder s.

But in 1799 there was a real war. The oppressed Khoi san

sl aves arose and made conmon cause with the Xhosas. Wit-
ing in 1800, Governor Young stated that "neither the Hott-
entots nor the Caffers have been the aggressors but the
savage and oppressive conduct of the Dutch Boers, nore un-
civilised even than the others.™

In June 1799 a Conmando of 300 Boers was defeated at the
Sundays River by 150 Xhosa and Khossan warriors. But by
1802 the cattle thieves were at it again, taking 15,000
cattle that year.

However, the Cape Col ony under Dutch rule was never able to
conquer the Xhosa people. Nor for that matter did the Boers,
despite their European firearns, ever succeed in decisively
conquering any African people in South Africa.

Then a far nore form dabl e and destructive power appeared.
In 1806 the Cape Col ony was taken over for the second tine
by British inmperialists. The sporadic cattle raids of the
Dutch col oni sts were replaced by a huge army of ruthless
nercenaries controlled by Geat Britain for the purpose of
conducting total war. The British settled | arge nunbers of
unenpl oyed English fanilies in the Eastern Cape in 1820,
and built forts wherever they went, manned by professiona
sol diers. Their object was not nmerely to seize cattle and

| and, but to destroy the fabric of traditional African

soci ety and convert the tribespeople into hired | abourers
and custoners for British manufactures.

The Xhosa resisted fiercely, under such inspiring | eaders
as the Prophet Makana. In the war of 1818, wites Eddy
Roux, "there is no doubt that the whites were the aggressors"”.
They crossed the Col ony’ s boundary, were joined by sone
foll owers of the Collaborator Ngqgi ka, and forced Makana and
Ndl ambe to retreat. After burning all the huts they retired
with 25, 000 cattle, giving a share to Nggika..3 .

Hhe": JI'l .1 Hhite

support) and ueieated himutterly. Eoilowi ng the cattle
tracks, the Xhosa then crossed the boundary and carried the
we r into the Colony, advancing in the spirit of a crusade.
In the end, after frightful slaughter of the Xhosa troops,
the attck WS beaten and Makana hinmself sentenced to life

i mpri sonp3nt on Robben Island. But the resistance of the
Xhosa peopl e under such | ee ders as Ndl anbe, Hi ntsa and nak-
ana was an epic struggle which Iong held up the adve nce of
i mperialism

t E. Roux, "Time |onger Than Rope" (Wsconsin Univegsity,
19 4
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A simlar story may be told of the rest of what is now
South Africa. In Natal the Zulu people, using the fanpus
battle tactics evolved by the mlitary genius of Shaka and
under such | eaders as Di ngaan, Cetwayo and Banbsta, con-
tinued to fight for many years agai nst Boer invasions and
fromthe north and the British advancing from Port Natal.
Count | ess thousands perished in heroic advances with spears
against fortresses armed with rifles and cannon

In the Transvaal the Pedi, Tswana and ot her peopl es resis-
ted continuous attenpts by the Boer Republic to seize their
| and and cattle. Indeed, the Republics of the Transvaa

and the Orange Free State were continuously in a state of
runni ng warfare.

In the nmountain fortress of Lesotho, King Mdshoeshoe I, an
out st andi ng strategi st and founder of the nation, repeetlly
repel | ed onslaughts by the British and Boer forces. He was
conpell ed to cede the areas west of the Cal edon River, but
the heartl and between the Drakensburg and hal uti nountains
remai ned unconquered and has retained a precarious inde-
pendent existence till today.

For sone tinme the British tolerated the Boers governing
the Transvaal and the Orange Free State, even though these
Boers were technically "rebels". In 1867, however, huge
deposits of dianbnds were found in Kinberly. The area was
Clained by the British Cape Col ony, by the Orange Free
State and - with nore right - by the Griqua tribe who |ived
there. However, the British won the |legal battle and es-
tablished control over the dianond fields as part of the
Cape Col ony. At once there was a rush of capital and inm -
grants to the country.

From 1877 to 1879 the Battle of Ngoayachi bi was fought be-
tween the Xhosas and the British. This battle in fact

ended the hundred years resistance of the Xhosas. In 1979
simlarly the Bapedi under Sekhukhuni were finally defeat-
ed. The mighty Zulu arm es which had inflicted the big-
gest hunmiliation on British forces in the battle of Isand-
dhlwana in 1878, were finally beaten in the battle of
Uundi in 1879. Do that by 1880 all the African peoples

in what is now the Republic of South Africa had conme under
the control of European governnents.

In 1886 gol d was di scovered on the Wtwatersrand and al

the processes of capitalist devel opment were carried for-
ward with fantastic speed. Expropriation of African | and;
pol | taxes; hut and ani nmal taxes; pass |aws and | abour
control proceeded space.

The gold nines were in the Transvaal Republic which was
under the control of the Boers. The British inperialists
who had poured nmillions w. into the devel opment of the gold
m ning industry, were determned to west the Transvaa
fromthe Boers. A nunber of pretexts were found to wage

war on the Transvaal Republic. Anobng the nost cynical was
the British claimthat they were wagi ng war on the Boers
because of the latter’s ill treatment of Africans.

The British won the war. The Republics of the Orange Free
State and the Transvaal were overthrown. Under the com
prom se "Peace of Vereeniging" signed in 1902, the old Boer
policy toward the African people was in fact endorsed. The
seeds were laid for joint Anglo-Boer oppression of the non-
whi t e peopl es.
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There foll owed di scussions concerning the uniting of al

the British colonies, and eventually a South African Con-
vention was called which laid the basisnfor the formation
in 1910 of the Union of South Africa. The non white people
were conpletely ignored in these negotiations. The African
peopl e had no hand whatsoever in the setting up of the
state now known as the Republic of South Africa.

The way to the mlitary conquests of Southern Africa had
been paved by white traders and m ssionaries. The triba
structures of Africah societies was not sufficiently de-
vel oped to counter the professional soldiers of inperial-
ism Above all, the various African peoples were disunited
and never succeeded in establishing a comopn front agai nst
the invader. Mshoeshoe indeed envi saged the need for such
a front, sending em ssaries to the | eaders of the Xhosa and
Zul u peoples and to the famous Col oured | eader Adam Kok

who had established an i ndependent republic of Griqual and.
But these efforts failed, as indeed they were bound to.

The oppressed peoples of South Africa had to pass through
the fire: of the disintegration of tribal societies, the
prol etari ani zati on of the nasses of the people, and the
absorbtion of nobdern concepts of national and social |ibe-
ration, before their unity could find realization in a
form whi dh coul d seriously challenge white inperialist

domi nati on.

That formwas found in the nodern |ibe ation novenment head-
ed by the African National Congress, which is supported by
the South African Indian Congress, the South African Col -
oured Peopl e’ s Congress, the Congress of Denocrats, the S
A. Congress of Trade Unions, the 3.3. Conmunist Party, plus
organi sati ons of women, youth etc. The national |iberation
novenment has devel oped its own fighting organisation -
Unrkhonto we Sizwe - which is engaged in a |life-end-death
struggle to free South Africa

It is with the devel opment, driving forces and ains of this
nati onal liberation front that the remaining section of
this report will deal.

2. The African National Congress.

It is significant that the year 1880 which saw t he defeat
of African mlitary resistance (save for the so-celled
Banbat a rebellion of 1906) also saw the birth of the Afri-
can political organisation - the |Inbunba Yena Afrika (Union
of Africans) in the Eastern Cape. In 1884 the African news-
paper ’'Imvo Zabantsundu', edited by J.T. Jabavu, was estab-
lished. Other pioneer efforts followed, paralleled by a
trend anong African churches to break away fromthe m ssion-
aries. The pioneer African political organisations fromthe
four British colonies nmet to oppose the Act of Union drawn
up in 1909, which proposed that Britain should hand over
power to the privileged white mnority al one. The neeting,
led by African editorthe Rev. Walter Rubusaha, J.T. Jabavu
and the Rev. John Dube, demanded "full and equal rights"
for all in the new union. A deputation was sent to London
to petition the British Parliament - but the denmand fell on
deaf ears. The British Parliament duly passed the ' South
Africa Act of 1910, providing for a Parliament of whites
only, elected al nost exclusively by whites.

This situation faced the Africans with an urgent need for
unity. After two years of hard preparatory work by Pixley
Ka | zaka Seme and ot her professional nmen, the Foundi ng Con-
ference of the African National Congress (called at first
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in English the 'Native National Congress’) opened in Bl oem
fontein on 8 January 1912, with many Chiefs, clergy, teach-
ers, and people fromall walks of |ife taking part.

The organisation was full of dynam c, revol utionary poten-
tial. In the words of Sene’s opening address, its purpose
was"to find ways and neans of form ng one national union
for the purpose of creating national unity and defending a
our rights and privil eges.™

The Rev. J.L. Dube was elected first President of Congress
with S.T. Plaatje as Secretary-Ceneral. Fromits inception
the new organi sation was faced with a struggle of i mense

i mportance: the fight against the Native Land Act of 1913

- that illumnating expression of the unity of class in-
terest of mne-owners and rich farners who doni nated South
Africa. They had their own differences; but the%had in

i nsati abl e appetite for cheap | abour and | and. he 1913
Land Act expresses their comon drive to satisfy these
appetites at the expense of the African people.

The Chamber of M nes had | ong conpl ai ned of |ack of |abour
supplies. In 1913 a Governnment Comr ssion reported that
"the scarcity of native labour is due .... to the fact that
the native tribes are .... primtive pastoral or agriculm
tural communities who possess exceptional facilities for
the regular and full supply of their needs .... The subject
of food supplies is thus intimately bound up with the fact
that African nativesare in possession of |arge arexs of
land.... No consi derabl e change can reasonabl e be expected
....until a great nodification of these conditions has been
brought about." The Comm ssion recomended that nthe
entire native social system should be attacked with the ob-
ject of nodifying or destroying it." In other words, to
force Africans to work on the mnes it was essential to
alienate themfromthe | and and destroy the fabric of their
soci al and econom ¢ systens.

The 1913 Land Act nmade it illegal for Africans to own or
occupy | and outside the overcrowded rural areas designated
"Native Reserves" (now re-christened by the Nationali st

regi me as "Bantu Homel ands” , comprising | ess than 13% of
the country.
Tens of thousands of families, unwilling to work as agri -

cultural |abourers for white farmers, or unwanted by them
were suddenly turned adrift on the roads; a whole nation
turned suddenly into a |l andless proletariat, wanderers in
their own | and.

The ANC canpai gned vi gorously agai nst this vicious |aw,

Wi nni ng wi despread popul ar response. A substantial sum of
noney was collected to send yet another deputation to London
for the British had retained a veto on certain | egislation
affecting Africans ( a sop to Labour and Liberal opinion).
But the deputation was unsuccessful; mnmpst of the shares in
the Wtwatersrand m nes were held by British nonopolists and
financi ers.

Despite all disappointnments, the ANC | eadership continued

to hope the British would rectify its betrayal of the Afri-
cans.

In 1913 Congress cenpai gned agai nst the Land Act, and Cong-
ress wonen in the G ?.s. conducted a mlitant struggle

agai nst the extension of the pass |laws to wonen.
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The war tenporarily interrupted mass activities. At the
end of 1917, under the inpetus-of the economc crisis "
which hit the African workers hardest, further mlitant
steps were taken. One of the great factors which also,
directly and indirectly, played a nost inportant role, was
the worl d-wi de revolutionary feeling evoked by the G eat
Soci al i st Revolution in Russia.

It was during the first ten days of the Revolution in
Russi a that nenbers of the ANC executive nmet the Prine
M ni ster, General Botha, to protest against the proposed

Native Administration Bill. Generzl Bothi warned the
del egati on agai nst the International Socialists who were
then advocating a strike against the Bill. ThePresident

of the ANC, S.h. Makgathe, informed Boths that if the Bil
were passed there would in fact be a general strike. The
Bill was withdrawn and only ten years later did the ruling
class feel strong enough to pass it.

In March 1918 one of the greatest strikes in South African
hi story broke out when 100,000 African workers on the

m nes refused to work until their denmands for higher wages
were net.

In 1919 a renewed ANC canpai gn agai nst pass | aws broke out
in the Free State and the Transvaal. Many ot her nmmss act -
ions and strikes occured throughout the country, often
violently put down by the whites.

For a nunber of years, vigilant and mlitant struggles
were conducted by the Industrial and Commrercial Wrkers
Uni on which had then enmerged. At the sane tine the Comun-
ist Party of South Africa was established.

The ANC went through a period of relative recess in the
twenties, but it never ceased to function. It represented
prof ound forces of national unity and aspirations, contain-
ing within it not only conservative forces but al so revo-
lutionary representatives of the working class nasses and
the yout h.

At the 1927 national conference of the ANC there was,
wites Mary Benson, "a sharp swing to the left". The new
President, Janes Gumede, attended the militant conference
of the League Against Inperialism and was invited to tour
the USSR. He Visited Asiatic parts where he saw non- Euro-
peans, sonme as dark as hinmself, enjoying the sane politica
and social rights as the whites. Back in Cape Town in 1928
he told a crowded reception in his honour that he had come
fronmthe new Jerusal enf. "Your |and and yoursel ves" he
told South Africans, are held in bondage. You nust redeem
your heritage." t

The net hods of struggle and tactics of the ANC have al ways
been determ ned by the concrete situation in which it had
to lead the people. Fromits inception, the ANC rejected
white dom nation and mnority government. It has al ways
stood for pan-African unity, participating for exanple in
the very first Pan-Africa Congress. Fromthe start the ANC
adopted its own i ndependent national anthemand its own
flag, around which it rallied the nasses of the people, as
opposed to the flag of he ruling group

w

h Mary Benson, "The African Patriots" (Faber & Faber 1963).
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In addition to the task of uniting the African people, the
ANC has sought the unity of all noanhite peoples in South
Africa and all persons of whatever colour, creed or ideol ow
gy, who believe in the destruction of racismin South Afri -
03.

One of the greatest achievenents of the |iberation novenent
in South Africa was the esteblishanent of the Congress Allm
iance. We shall now consider the evolution of the frater

nal nmovenents that together with the ARC belong to the
Congress Alliznce.

3. The Col oured Peopl e.

Centered mainly in the Western Cape, the Col oured comunity
forns a distinct national comunity in South. Africa. O

m xed descent, they speak European |anguages (English or
Afri kaans), but because of their skin colour they are denied
nost citizenship rights.

One of the earliest political organisations in South Africa
was the African Peoples Organisation (APO. forned by the
Col oured people in the Cape in 1902. Dr. A Abdurahnman, a
henber of the Cape Town City Council, was el ected President
in 1905, and continued for many years to head this organis-
ation. The late Lionel Fornman considered Abdurahman "one

of the giants of the liberation nmovement...It is utterly
shameful that no one has yet witten his biographyi.t
Certainly in its early years the A10 was a mlitant organ-
isation, favouring a united front with the African people
and workers unity for the eventual achievenent of socialism
Wit underm ned the APO however, was its fatal tendency
towaras alliance with the white bourgeois South African
Party (now the United Party), the Party of Shuts and the
Chanber of Kines.

The virtual collapse of the AP with the death of Dr. Abdur-
ahman in 1940, left a gap in the political life of the Col-
oured peopl e not adequately filled for many years. Efforts
to i found new bodi es such as the National Liberation

A new revival of militancy and consci ousness took place
with the establishment of the d. A Col oured Peopl es Congress
closely allied with the ANC and sharing its conmon progranme
- the Freedom Charter.

Under the | egdership of the CPC the Col oured people re-en-
tered the political field as a form ddble force. Hgss Col -
oured perticipwion in the generil strikes of the 503 :nd
esrly 60s shook the South Africen ruling cliss, who hid held
the delusion thdt the Col oured comunity could be relied on
ns an ally dgsinst the "bliok revolution".

As with the other organi sations of the Congress Alliance,
the CPC suffered heavy casualties in the period of repress-
ion since 1960. hahy of its forenpst | eaders hive been
jailed, banned or forced into exile. Wth public activity
virtually precluded by police terror, the CPCis conpelled
to work mainly underground, where it continues ind intensi-
fies its struggle ilongsiie the ANC

1t"Lionel Forhnnz From H s Hi story hotebooks" - S. Forman
(Ci pe Town 1964.)
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4. Inditn Congress.

In 1860 the white suger planters of Natal nade in agreenent
with the British Government of Indii to inmport fromlndia

i ndentured | abourers to work on the plantitions, Wen their
termwas over nmany elected to reniin in South Africa and by
the 18908 the nunbered about 80,000 in Natal (conpared with
10, 000 whi t esg.

But the whites both in Natal and the Trinsveil discrimn-
ated viciously uglinst the Indian populition. A young In-
dian | awyer, L.K Gandhi, hid come to Nitnl in 1895 to
conduct a law suit. Subjected personally to the insults

whi ch affect all persons of colour in South Africa, he
found the Indian community in Durban in a fernment ebout

the proposed Indian Disenfrinchisenent Bill. Wanting to

set up an | _Irgh xrlisation, they asked the young Gandhi to
lead it. his was his first political experience, but he

i mredi ately agreed to found the Natal |ndian Congress.

It was not until 1914 that Mahatma Gandhi returned to In-
dia to heed the national l|iberation novenment of his nother-
| and.

Gandhi | ed 2 nunber of fenbus passive resistance struggles
both in Nitil,dnd the Trinsvedl, where the TrinSvddl |ndian
Congress Ws fornmed to join the N1O in the South African
Indiin Congress, One of the greetest cnnpiigns begin in

the Trensveel in 1906 agai nst proposed pisses for Indiins.
The I ndi ans defied en nesse; thousxnds were irrested, end
the cnnptign continued in Virious forns for nmdny years.

An attenpt to deport Indiins fromthe TrinSVWI to N tnl
was countered by 1 nmiss narch of Indiin defiers TCTGSS

the border in 1913. In synpithy, 1nd in protest against

1 poll tdx, a miss strike of Indiin coelmners ind other
wor kers took place. The strikers joined the mass hirch,
Ageinst a world-wi de stormof protest 1nd solidtrity with
the Indiins, the 3. A Governnent hid to retreet and with-
draw a nunber of the discrimnatory neisures inposed agai nst
the | ndi ans.

Wth the departure of Hahntmm G hdhi for India, a |ender-
shl p vacuum was left in the Indian Congress which was not
filled for decedes. The | eddership of the SAIC wes taken
over by nenbers of the Indiin comercial bourgeoisie, bent
on negotiating for mnor concessions for their class end
with little regard for the ever deepening difficulties of
the I ndian workers and none it 111 for those of the African
masses.

It was not until the advent in the early 403 of the mli-
tant end ridicnl group headed by Dr. Y.H Dadoo in the
Transvaal 1nd Dr. G H Naicker in Natal, that a conpletely
new orientation took place in the SAIC. ihey boldly chall-
enged the policy of the bourgeois | eaders and proposed a
revol utionary alliance of :11 oppressed people on the
principle of equal rights and opportunities. This wnn the
ent husi asti ¢ support of the Indians who, after a hard in-
ternal struggle, renoved the reactiontries fromoffice

| mredi ately a new round of passive resistance struggl es was
begun by the SAIC, as thousands of courageous vol unteers
defied the new segregation |l aws and were sent to jail

On 9 March 1946, Dr. Xuma 9f the ANC, Dr. Nnicker for the
N10 and Dr. Dedoo for the TIC, signed the fanbus "Kuna-

Nei cker - Dedoo Pact" for the two Congresses to work together
for full rights and equal opportunities for 111. This was
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the forerunner of the great Uongress Alliance which devel -
oped in South Africa.

Since then the SAIC has been a firm unswerving partner in
all the great canpaigns of the |iberation novenent. One of
the first achievenents of the ANCeSAIC Alliance was the
Canpai gn of Defiance of Unjust Laws in 1952, in which

10, 000 di sci plined Congress nenmbers were 'ailed for delib-
erately flouting apartheid | egislation. he canpai gn was

a landmark in Congress history, w nning for the novenent
greater hass support than it ever had and | eaving an in-
delible stamp on the devel opnent of the struggle. In add-
ition, as Nelson Mandel a poi nted out, the Defiance Canp-
aign "pricked the conscience of the European public which
became aware in a nuch nore clear manner of the sufferings
and disabilities of the African people. It led directly

to the formation of the Congress of Denocrats. It influ-
enced the formation of the Liberal Party. It also led to
di scussions on the policies of apartheid at the United
Nations - and | think to that extent it was an outstanding
success. "i k

5. Wiite Denocrats.

A prevailing at mOSphere of intense white chauvi ni sm dom n-
ates official politics in South Africa. The ruling Nation-
alist Party differs only in degree fromthe "opposition"
United Party, which al so uphol ds segregation, police terr-
or and fascist legislation. These two parties hold all the
seats in the whites-only Parlianent save for the solitary
seat held by the Progressive Party. It is only against the
background of South African politics that this Party de-
serves the name "progressive"; for though Ms buzman takes
a stand in opposi ng many aspects of government injustice,
her Party advocates a nodified franchise for non-whites
whi ch woul d | eave political power firmy in the hands of
the white mnority.

Agai nst such a background, considerable credit is due to

t hat courageous band of white men and wonen of principle,
some of them Communi sts |ike Bram Fi scher, others earnest
Christians |ike Bi shop Huddl estone, who have come out un-
equi vocal ly for the Congress stand of conpl ete denobcracy
in every field.

In 1953, follow ng the Defiance Canpai gn, a nunber of white
Sout h Africans approached the ANC to find out how they
could aid the nmovenment. As a result the ANC called a neete
ing in Johannesburg, in which Aiver Tanbo, then Cenera
Secretary, suggested that an organi sation be forned to canu
pai gn anong the white minority, against racialismand in
support of the Congress policy.

The result was the Congress of Denocrats (Bram Fi scher was
the first President), which played a full part in the Con-
gress Alliance. It took part in the Congress of the People
and fully endorsed the Freedom Charter. It was outl awed

in 1962; many of its former |eaders and nenbers are in pri-
son today, or have been placed under house arrest, banned
or exiled.

t Nel son Mandel a, "No Easy Wal k to Freedonm (Hei nemann 1965)
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6. grade Uni on Movenent.

It is inmpossible to do justice here to the history of the
South African | abour novenent - a storny story indeed, rich
i n experiences. W shall content ourselves with some of

the main features under two headi ngs: the trade union
novenent, and the Conmuni st Party.

The trade uni on movement in South Africa had its origins
among i nmgrant workers, mainly British. Hhe Cape Town
branch of the Amal gamated Soci ety of Joiners and Carpenters
was established in 1881 as part of the parent organi sation
in Britain, and nost early craft unions followed this
pattern.

Many mlitant struggles were fought by these pioneer |abour
organi sations. In 1922 the famous mners’ strike (called
the "Red Revolt") devel oped into arnmed confrontation be-
tween Smuts’s troops and "workers’ conmandos” set up by the
strike conmitee to prevent the strike being broken by force.
However, the white | abour novenent suffered froma fata
weakness which led to its al nmost complete surrender to the
i mperialist bourgeoisie. That was its col our prejudice,
which has alienated it fromthe non-white workers (today
the great majority of the |abour force) and their nationa

i i beration nmovenents. AS M chael Harnel has pointed out:
".... The white trade unions did not reach out to include
Africans in their ranks, or even to assist their organisa-
tion into separate unions of their own. On the contrary,
they often | ooked upon the African worker as a dangerous
conpetitor who was able to offer |abour at a rate far
cheaper than their own."1le

Even the 1922 miners’ strike was fought around the issue of
preventing the enployers fromintroducing Africans into
certain categories of skilled work.

However, fromthe end of the first world war, the African
wor ker s began organi sing trade unions of their own. In
1917 the International Socialist League organi sed the |n-
dustrial Wirkers of Africa, predecessor of the famus | CU
which in 1918 issued the first Marxist panphlets in the
Zulu and Sot ho | anguages.

In the sanme year, follow ng the fanbus "bucket strike" of
African sanitary workers in Johannesburg, five ANC | eaders
(N.D. Ngojo, A Cetyiwe, H Kraai, D $. Letanka, L. T. Ma-
baza) and three ISL | eaders (S.P. Bunting, H C. Hansconbe,
T.P. Tinker) were arrested and charged with incitenent to
vi ol ence.

However, the main drive of African trade unionismin the
20s is bound up with the spectacular rise of the Industri-
al and Commercial Wrkers Union (ICU). The I CU was foune
ded in Cape Town in 1919 anmong the deck workers. Its
founder and first secretary was Cl enents Kadalie, a hal aw
i an.

Police terror was used against the ICU. 23 Africans were
kill ed when police opened fire at Port Elizabeth in 1920;
and five Africans were killed and 24 wounded by police at
Bl oenfontein a few years later. This terror did not stop

w

t M Harnel in ’'Liberation’h No.16 (Johannesburg Nov. 1954)
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the nmovenent. The I CU coneucted militant strikes and en-
roll ed menbers even as far afield as Zi nbabwe, Zanbia and
Mal awi. At its peak it clainmed a quarter of a mllion nem
here.

However, under the influence of white "liberals" Kadalie
deci ded on a fatal step, the expul sion of the "reds" - i.e.
the nmost hard-working and incorruptible builders of the

| CU. Roux wites that Kadalie was not immune to subtle
flattery fromthese humanitarian representatives of the
ruling class. "ihey told himthat if only he woul d get

rid of these "reds’ ... the Government wouli tolerate -
nay, even recognhi se - the organisation."3e

He succeeded in carrying through a notion in the Executive
(by 6 votes to 5) excluding nenbers of the Communi st Party
from | CU nmenbership. This began a process of decline in
the 1CU which ended in its disintegration

When the African trade union novenent was revived in the
505, it was onrthe basis of individual unions for different
occupations. |lhese were united eventually in the Transvaa
Counci | of Non-European Trade Unions, established in 1941
at a unity conference presiied over by Mdses Kotane. The
CNETU did great work organising African workers until 1955
when it merged into the South African Congress of Trade
Uni ons, which it helped to form

One of the greatest achievenents of that period was the
great African Mners’ Strike of 1946, when over 100, 000
African mne-workers on the Wtwatersrand struck for a
week in the face of police terror in which the mners were
machi ne gunned and bayonetted, suffering hundreds of cas-
ual ties. The Union President, J.B. Marks, was arrested,
together with scores of nmilitants and supporters. It has
been said of this strike:

"I't was one of those great social events which at once
illum nate and accel erate history: brilliantly show ng up
and hastening the nain conflicts which determ ne socia
devel opnent, pitilessly exposing the hypocricy, cowardice
or futility of those who seek to evade those conflicts and
stand on the sidelines. The strike destroyed once and for
all, the nyth of the State as a "neutral” body ....It Spelt
the end of the conprom sing, concession-beggi ng tendencies
whi ch had hitherto dom nated African politics." t4

But the militancy of the African trade union was not para-
I[leled in the "recogni sed" white | abour novenent, the
Trades and Labour Council. The TLC sent a dis racefu

cable to the Wrld Federation of Trade Unions to which it
was then affiliated), condemming the African m ners and
condoni ng the state brutality.

In 1950 the Nationalist government used the Suppression of
Conmuni sm Act to "purge" the trade unions, both white and
non-white, of all their nmost mlitant |eaders. By 1954,
the right-wing |l eaders of the TLC were able to dissol ve
their body, which had been founded by Bill Andrews and
other militants 30 years earlier on the basis of a non-
racial constitution. In its place,the right-w ngers set

up the Trade Union Council of South Africa (TUCSA) which
barred African workers’ organisations.

t E. Roux "Tinme Longer Than Repe" (W sconsih University,
1964 .

tt M Harnel in 'Liberation No.10 (Johannesburg 1954).
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on 16 Decenber 1950. The police intervened in force.
Johannes Nkosi, |eader of the Communi st Party in hetel was
shot and killed with two other nmen. Over 200 Africans

were deported free their hones.

During the second world war and after, closer freterne

rel ati ons were established between the national |iberation
noverent ; and the Communi st Party.

In the 1949 el ections of the ANC, the noderate | eadership
of Dr. Xuma was ousted and new militant ones elected, in
cl udi ng prom nent nmenbers of the Youth League such as 0.R
Tanbo, Halter Sisulu, Nelson Mandela and others. In 1950

a mammot h "Defend Free Speech" Convention deci ded on a
stri ke throughout the Transvaal to protest at bans inposed
on J.B. Marks, Yusuf Dndoo and ot her |eaders. On My |st,
1950 a nost powerful strike took place throughout the
Transvaal

The CGovernnent introduced the Unlawful Organisations Bil
to give it power to prescribe organisations. The ARC, the
SAI C, the Conmmuni st Party and the Non- Europcan Council of
Trade Uni ons together organised the first general strike
covering the whole country in protest against the la . On
26 June 1950, hundreds of thousanis stayed away from work.
This was a historic date because it laid the foundations

for C ose cooperation between national |iberation and
wor ki ng cl ass organi sations.
0

The Suppression of Comuni sm Act had just becoue | aw and
the Conwuni st Party of South Africa, which had worked legally
for 50 years, was outlawed. Savage penalties were provided
for any person advocating comuni sm or defending its objec-
tives. Alist of cornunists was prepared and adm ni stra-
tive action taken against people on the list.

The Prty was formally dissolved, but the Leninist core

eme together underground to formthe S.n.COLnuhi st Party.
Thr oughout the hard struggles of the 508 and 60s, the di CP
has a proud record Lf service in the united front of nation-
al liberation, which is its progregne declares is its
"inmedi ate and forenost task".

8. Freedom Charter and the New Phase.

Bet ween 1953 and 1955 a gi ant canpai gn was organi sed t hrough-
out the country to nobilise people behind A conmhon program
The climax of this unique campaign was the hol ding of the
Congress of the People in Kliptewn. The Congress adopted

a Freedom Charter on 26 June 1955. The Freedom Charter was
and is the programe of the united front of national |iberu
ation in South Africa.

The Governnent called this progranme a treesonabl e docunent
and on 5 Decenber 1956 arrested 156 | eaders of the nationa
liberition movenent on a charge of High Treason. The tria
was to drdg on for four years.

The i nportanceof the Freedom Charter lay in the feet that
the different national organisations of the African, Indian
and Col oured peopl e together with the working-cl ess organ-

i sations had a comon progremre of national |iberation. The
various strands of the progressive novenent whi ch had worked
separately with brief nonents of co-operation, were now

pl edged to work together for long-termains. A conplex
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A section of the former TLC affiliates fought bitterly

agai nst these actions as a betrayal of trade union princi-

pl es. These unions refused to join TUCSA. Instead, they
joinedwith the T.C.NE T.U to found a new body, the South
African Congress of Trade Unions, based on non-racial and

i nternationalist principles.

SACTU becane the first and only non-racial trade union nove-
ment in South Africa to ally itself fully with the national
l'i beration novenent. It endorsed the Freedom Charter and
became a partner in the Congress Alliance.

As a result it has been bitterly persecuted by the fasci st
government. The national President, Steven Diamni, is
serving a long-termjail sentence, and all the former offi-
ci al s have been banned, jailed or exiled.

7. The Communi st Party.

In 1915 the S. A Labour Party, political wing of the white
trade union novenent, split over the war issue. The |eft
wi ng headed by the Party Chairman Bill Andrews, |von Jones,
S.P. Bunting and ot hers, denounced the war. The right-w ng
jingoes, however, nanaged to get a majority at a specia
conference. The revolutionary section thereupon set up a
new organi sation - the International Socialist League -

whi ch canpai gned vi gorously against the inperialist war.

It did not take long for it to beconme clear that on many

i ssues the International Socialist League took up positions
until then unknown in 0.4. political organisations. The
League began to turn away fromthe idea that only European
wor kers coul d be organised. In 1917 the Industrial Wrkers.
of Africa novenent was formed under the auspices of the ISL
A canpaign callet "WAR ON WAR' was waged on cl ass |ines.
Efforts were nade to link up with international workinb-

cl ass organi sations. Wen the idea of fonging the Communi st
International was nooted by Lenin, it found a ready response
in South Africa. The International Socialist League was
among the first workers’' groups to affiliate to the Conintern
Subsequently it was the healthy elenents in the Industria
Soci al i st League and the International Socialist League who
cane together to formthe Conmuni st Party of South Africa

on 29 July 1921;

The Executive of the Comintern on which Conrade |von Jones
represented South Africa, took a great interest in the affairs
of South Africa. Very detailed resolutions were adopted.

The 1928 Congress of the Comintern in particul ar consi dered
the position and concluded that the main demand was the es-
tablishment in South Africa of an "Independent Native Repub-
lie. "

At that time, South Africa was still a self-governing col ony
of Great Britain. In fact what the Conintern was denandi ng
in the parlance of today was the establishnment of a Republic
under African majority rule.

In the South West Cape and Natal, the Communi st Party had
nmade great strides. During 1929 and 1930 big anti-pass cam
pai gns were organi sed by the C.P. In Potchefstrooma denon-
stration was held on 16 Decenber 1929, the principal speak-
ers being Edwi n Mofutsanyana 3nd J.B; Marks. G oups of white
hool i gans broke up the neeting when they fired shots at the
speakers, killing one African and injuring six. The foll ow ng
year bigger denonstrations were held in Durban and in the West-
ern Cape; In Durban a huge pess-burning canpai gn took place
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structure energed with tremendous potential for the future.
i he unity of the African National Congress, the South Afrie
can I ndian Congress, the Col oured Peopl es Congress, the
Congress of Denocrats and the South nfri CAn Congress of
Trade Uni ons becane fanbus as the Congress Myvenent. This
is one of the great achievenents of the liberition struggle
in South Africa.

In 1960 the ARC, previously illegalised in the rural areas
of Zeerust and Sekhukhunil end, was declarel illegal through-
out the country. The other organisations of the Alliance
were i nmobil sed by arrests, anishnments a d restrictions.

In 1962 the Congress of Derocrets was also declared illegal
The canpai gns before 1960 had been based on nilitznt ness
actions such as strikes, boycotts and civil disobedience.
But the situation internally and the upsurge in Africa re-
sulting in the energence of many independent states, caused
a change of policy. The national |iberation novenent deci-
ded to prepare for armed struggle. The terrorism practised
by the Governnent against the struggles of the people made
it clear that this was the only way out. Therefore the I|ib-
erati on nmovenment sdied armed revolution to the nethods to be
used to overthrow the gpartheid regine. In 1961 Unkhonto

we Sizwe (Spear of the Dation) cnee into existence as the
mlitary wing of the |iberation novenent. NuKerous acts of
sabot age took place. People were sent abroad for military
training which they could not get in the country. Thousands
of freedomfighters were inprisoned in retaliation. These

i ncl uded forenost | eaders of the national novenents and the
Conmuni st Party.

Begi nning in August 1967 . ese of the arned struwel

has opened with the forwstion of a 311i qty ilfianee be ween
the ANC and the Zi mbabwe African Peoples Union. Freedom
fighters of the ANC/ ZAPU al | i ance have entered into arned
clashes with the conbinei forces of the Smith and Vorster

regi mes.
Inevitably the guerrilla struggle will be intensified and
the masses of the people will continuously join in Keetihg

arnmed repression with armed revolt.

Qur people’s inevitable victory is also dependent on the
vital role played by the governnents uni peoples of Africa,
Asia, Latin Anerica, the international working class nove-
ment and the socialist countries.

We are wagi ng our struggle not only against the fascist
Vorster regime, but also against the unholy alliance of
Vorster, Smith and Caetano. Inperialism |ed by the USA,
considers it its duty to protect the white mnority; regine
in South Africa and to naintain inperialisnis hegenony over
all of Southern Africa. J:or this reason, le inperialists
ensure that South afriea continues as their fortress - hence
the mlitary, technical econom c and other night that the
South African white racists control and have turned agai nst
our peopl e and organisation

An inprtnnt characteristic is that Nazismis firmy resol ved
to re-group in South Africa. The involvenent of Wst Germany
in this devel opnent hws been fully docunented, especially by
the Afro-Asian solidarity Commttee of the GDR

I mperialismlnd fascismare using eouth afrie: as their base
and springboard for |aunching a counter-revol utionsry offen-
sive in Africa. 1he aggressive nature of these forces con-
stitutes a direct threat to pence and i neependenee not only
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in Africw, but also in the rest of the world.

In this situation it is crucial that all progressive forces
throughout the worli realise thet they constitute one of
the main notive forces in wiping out inperialismand fascism
in South Africa. That realisation nust be translated into
concrete action in support of the nitionel liberation nove-
ment in South Africa as led by the ANC for the victory
against inperialism for true national iniependenoe and

| asting peace.

In this year of Human Rights, the duty of the forces thit
stand agai nst Vorster fascismis no |less than the duty thqt
faced the progressive forces against Htler Nazism

From the progressive international point of View a funda-
ment al change of attitude and outl ook is required towards
the struggle against fascismin South Africw.

The brunt of the struggle is ours: it is a duty to our people
and our international duty t9 destroy the nonster of white
domination in our country. lhe struggle is also internation-
al .

It is of basic inportance to the whol e devel opment of the
wor | d-wi de revol utionary and progressive noverent, urgently
and i mredi ately. This Conference establishes thit and, if
only for that reason, is of grett inportance.

Prosecution of action by all progressive forces to destroy
fascismand inperialismin Southern Africa and the rest of
the unliberited countries in Africa is, we repeat, the ur-
gent and imrediite duty of all anti-inperialist and progress-
i ve forces.

The African National Congress and its allies are confident
that Victory will be ours in the hard and protractei strug-
gles that |ie ahead. The | ong ni ght of oppression that
descended on our people is approaching its end. A new dawn
of freedomis heral ded by the machi ne guns of our freedom
fighters - the first nfrioan arny with nodern weapons ever
to tread the soil of our Lotherland.

However | ong and hard the battles Rheai may be, we shal

Wi n, because our cause is just. It is supported by our own
peopl e, by the peoples of Africa, by the whole of progress-
i ve manki nd.

Al - EANDLA NGAWETHU !



