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PRETORIA—The Rustenburg
National Conference of Churches
yesterday offered to save the
floundering peace talks by con-
|| vening another summit on vio-
lence that already had the sup-
port of the Government, the
ANC and Inkatha.

~ Speaking at the Summit on
Violence organised by the Gov-
ernment, former Dutch Re-
formed Church moderator Johan
Heyns said: ‘It is completely fu-
tile without the other parties
here.’

He said several important
leaders not present had said they
would be prepared to attend a
meeting convened by an impar-
tial body such as the churches.

Later, Constitutional Develop-
ment Minister Gerrit Viljoen said
the Government would welcome
contributions and he was specifi-
cally positive of the role of the
Rustenb

ed that President de Klerk had

F@hurch offer to

urg group and reiterat-.

said this summit was only the It was important that the sum-

SAvVEe
Mercury Co%ic/pos{dz{

first step.

However, a senior source dis-
closed that Mr de Klerk had giv-
en Mr Heyns a ‘very positive
response’ in private discussion.

It is also understood that
Rhema Church Pastor Ray Ma-
caulay had travelled to see
Inkatha Chief Mangosuthu
Buthelezi, who had given him ‘an
80% assurance’ that he would
attend.

T

The Rustenburg group, a
broad cross-section of church
leaders, is co-chaired by SACC
general secretary Frank Chikane
and Louw Alberts. Mr Heyns
said the group could be expand-
ed by representatives from other
religions and parties that wanted

\.to rg{gcip{ate in a follow-up con-

peace talks’

mit discuss the proposal so that
planning for the follow-up confer-
ence could immediately start.
The Rustenburg group will meet
on Monday to discuss details.

At a briefing at the end of the
first day’s proceedings, Dr Vil-
joen said the conference had
been valuable, with a divergence
of views being expressed. He said
it was a pity that not all parties
had been present.

Major role-players absent from
the day’s proceedings were the
ANC, SACP, Cosatu, Azapo, the
PAC and the SACC.

He said some had ‘expressed
vehement or sharp views, but
our purpose was not to gang up
against or bash up organisations
not present’. The ‘sabre-rattling’
showed how deep-seated the
complex issues were.

The conference was dominated
by constant reference to the im-
portance of all parties being
present in order to combat th
violence. :
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: ‘HERE will be no Progress
towards South Africa's new con- -

stitution until’ the African
National Congress has resolved its
problems. The chance to do this will
come in five weeks' time, when the
ANC's congress takes place in Dur
ban. There is then to be a secret ballot
—_ the first for 30 years == on the ANC
leadership and a score of policy issues

- will come up for decision.‘includmg

“the aim of pegotiations with Mr de
Klerk's government. The gathering
comes none too soon. Itis necessary to
make large alluwances for the ANC's
political confusion in @ country which
has only lately recognised the move-
ment ae partner to negobation. It was
the white government which, for su
muich of its history, denied the blacks

Tany opportunity tor prog: cssive politi-

- cal development. vet all that said, the
abject failure of the ANCto respond to

- the govemmeut‘s approach is doing

tragic damage. South Africa’'s econ-
omy suffers less from sanctions and
disinvestment than from uncertainty

and plummeting interpatiopa,l ‘confi-

deuce in the futrure

A series of distractions is neid to
excuse the ANC's refusal to get down
{o business, the biggest being violence

" in the townships and the failure of

|

|

ministers to curb it. Part of the blame
was laid on the carrying of spears by
Inkatha. That dispute has been tempo-
rarily resolved at a meeting between
Mr de Klerk and Chief Buthelezi.
Their agreerment has made not a jot of
difterence tv ANC attitudes to negoti-
ations. A more seripus 1mMpasse is the
hunger strike among prisoners. Mr
Maundela declared, creditably, that his
wife's trial and sentence to six years in
jail will not interfere with the political
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process. But he reckoned without the
determination of Mrs Mandela to

become part of theipolitical process. R

|

|

The disturbance she created in Johan-4}

} pesburg this week had the absurd con- i

sequence of compelling ber husband' @&
to complain persoually to Mr de Klerk #°

about her treatment in the hands of;
AN, S i,

the police.

At the root of prevarication by the

ANClies the collapse of leadership. At

one moment M‘r,Mandela is calling for .
intensification” of sanctions againsty |

'

‘South Africa. At the pext he is urging
white businessmen to do more for the

employment of blatks. He demands ..
the resignation of ministers for failure *.

to put down violence. But he con-

! demno the police who trv to do so. This

is not a reassuring portrait ot the

- leader needed to steer his followers

through .the shoals uf negotiatinns

. with Mr de Klerk.” The latter has-
gained a marked ascendancy as a’

result of this fumbling. Indeed, those

_.who suspect the president and his mo-

tives now complain that he wears.the
“ confident appearance of a man holding

" all the cards. That is no foundation for

' future talks

. For South Africa, the biacx leader- '

ship issue is now crucial. At Durban,
Mr Oliver Tambo; the ailing president
of the ANC, will go. So probably will
‘the council’s secretary-general. Mr

- Alfred Nzo. It will be best for the ANC

and South Afrnca if Mr Mandela aiso
departs. He is a sympathetic and his-
toric figure. But he is fatally indecisive
in the struggle between those -who
desire 10 du serious business with
government and those incked into the
old revolutionary attitudes. South
Africa's future hangs on a revolution
withio the A.\T'C.

/" . bt
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Zulus iu'rge"'

]ohannesburg
.LESS than 24 hours after the

government banned the carry-

ing of weapons this week King -
'Goodwill Zwelithini urged’ Zu-4

lus attending a mass rally at the'
First National- Bank' Stadium
tomorrow to wear u“proper tra—‘-T

ditional - attire>

Sportmg “tradmonal at-
tire”, according to'an Inkatha. '
Legislative. Assembly member,"’

implies the: carrying of spears,
SthkS and shlelds. ok

Asked whether orgamsers of

the meeting had ! ‘applied for

‘permission “for the carrying of .
-cultural weapons, .Ms.Suzanne '
Vos of the Inkatha’ Freedom

Party (IFP), said this was un- .
necessary as:the stadium. was,.

not in ‘an unrest area.’ She /i~
pomted out that the IFP were

not:the orgamsers ‘of -the rally...

‘This means“many
100 000 people‘expected at the

_stadium tomorrbw will be car-"
rying traditional weapons. And -
-many of these Zulus from local, .
regions are expected to ‘arrive -
on foot after travelling through -
tensron-racked townshlp areas.

“The rally'is to be addressed”

by ng,r Goodwill ;Zwelithini
Mangosuthu Buthelezi.

{TheIZiln ally will *bace)
more focus on this week’s Ga-. -
. .zetted ban on the’ carrying of ;. :

weapons, including spears and

assegais and other items. - . -

. of the;'

(. But the ban does provxde for
exemptions, including the rlght
- to. carry {cultural ; ‘weapons :to’
‘events if pnor notice has been

-given. This exemption . was_
criticised by ‘violence monitor-

ing groups including Lawyers
for Human Rights, the Inde-
pendent Board of Inquiry and

THE PRETORIA NEWS Soturdoy May 25 1991

Accordmg to the Commui-

ty Agency for’Social Enquiry’s

'(Case) senior ‘researcher,* Dr .

- David Everatt, who collated in-

formation  from news reports
and cross-checked it with mon-,
itoring groups, Inkatha was to
blame for 1N timoe w~rwa g-s~ -€

and his ‘chief ‘minister,’ _Dr ¥

the Thntea. far Annlied !ggal
St (djes, :

‘The three organisations
led on. the government to
\pose a
Itural weapons” :

An;ongoing outcry agamst

cu

:ek’s report that Inkatha was
sponsible for 66 percent of

“complete  ban on

ditional weapons follows this

2. political violence on the °

-z v LU TIUTT-dCIS Ol ]
aggression than the ANC —.
said to be responsible for 6
percent gt i

However, Case s report was
hastrly disputed by Dr Gavin-
Woods of the Inkatha Institute
who said " their. own 'research
had’ indicated that very fews*
people were killed by tradmon—
al weapons. .




Peace talk hopei

HOPES remain high that the three key players in the

negotiation process will sit down at the same table to
thrash out ways of ending the violence tearing South

Africa apart. PActovig VoS .25757‘?’

——

Delegates were unanimous | 209 the kind of contributions

'I:he prospect of an indepen-
dently-convened peace summit

- He warned ihat nothing could be _]
.achieved if the main players -

about a code of conduct for
politicians and security forces,

caused more alienation.
He said delegates shouid

: i || were not involved. — £ A stick to th
1 gamng momentum at the He reflected the wider view e, Wi ACH LRy & ferenc teiltherge A A
> : ; . conduct would, however, be ¢ rather than shifting it
government’s Conf_ere_nce ,On [} of the conference in declaring formulated by negotiations. by bashing the organisations
Violence :and Intimidation || the struggle against violence W Bl bf the: ccalf not attending the conference,
i : : as not the task of the govern- e goal of the conference :
which ends in Pretoria today. VISR alone. 6 reative e oft | was to give delegates a chance Democratic Party leader Dr

Leading this drive for peace is
former Ned Geref Kerk moderator
. Professor Johan Heyns, wlo has said
the National Conference of Churches

would act as facilitor for a follow-up, |

all-party summit.

Significantly the government, the Af-
rican National Congress and the Inkatha
Freedom Party have all indicated they

" would consider this proposal.

IFP leader Dr Mangosuthu Buthelezi
said he would discuss the proposal with
the party’s central committee and be
guided by it.

ANC spokesman Mr Carl Niehaus

forts of every South African.

He said the government’s
conference was the beginning
of an important process — a
promise rather than fulfillment. |

Speaking after the first day
of the conference, Dr Viljoen
said some valuable contribu-
tions have been made by dele-
gates regarding the nature,
causes and solutions of violence
and intimidation.

A wrong perception existed
that the conference would be
marked by similar views but

to express their views.

Four chairmen — Institute
for a Multiparty Conference
chairman Dr Oscar Dhlomo,
Barlow Rand chairman Mr
Warren Clewlow, church lead-
er Dr Louw Albert and Dr Vil-
joen' — have been appointed by
President de Klerk, with the
agreement of delegates, to chair
the meeting on a rotating basis
with Mr de Klerk.

After Mr de Klerk’s opening
speech, three keynote speakers
— Dr Dhlomo, Centre for Pol-

- icy Studies director Professor

said the movement would consider any .N| the government welcomed the Laurence Schlemmer and Dr
positive initiative by independent | divergence of views expressed. Nel Marais, a researcher in the
church leaders. : s Dr Viljoen said it was a pity security community — out-

Asked about the proposal, Constitu-
tional Development Minister Dr Gerrit
Viljoen said the government would wel-
come positive contributions by all sides
to broaden the participation in a follow-
up conference.

@
s
1

e

all parties concerned were not
present. No one could avoid
the implication of violence and
everyone would eventually be-
come part of the debate.

- lined the nature and causes of

violence.

Referring to the open ses-
sion, Lawyers for Human
Rights national director Mr
Brian Currin said the morning
session was counter-productive

S S

Zach de Beer also said the plat-
form had been used for bashing
certain organisations.
Referring to some of the
deleg_ages’ bashing of the ANC,
Viljoen stressed this was not
the government’s intention

‘with the conference.

A common theme was the
ANC could not: be excluded
from the peace process.

® More reports page 3







hplw f’p.c,.om

@ove is in accor-
. dance w;th a ‘resolution
~ taken ! by the ANC move-
’-‘ment in February.

Dutmg the past 16
ANC said it ha

South Afri-

‘can agents, including

“specmlly-tramed

and assassins”.

years, the

kﬂlers

I Ncw“

had apprehended as

asew, spies, agent provo‘
hired assassins

mtheemﬂoyoftheSomh
African’ t's. se-
curity services are now at’
hberty” the ANC said.

The

execnted anyone

ince 1984 in line with the
abolition of capital p i
ment. that yeﬂr

The’ ANC said it had
also been actively inter-

ceding with specific front- -
- line states

to secure the re-
lease of South African

and operatives who
have been arrested and

mOvement smd i

Fee S

Moyo, presentl ris-
oned in the Rme of

to return home, be reinte-

~patnated ‘together with

\C frees alleged SA agents

1.(‘» (o)
: erwted of offences m\

these countries.

- «Among them is a Mr

" Those who have been
relased have chosen either
grated in the ranks of the,
ANC or take up scholar-
shlps for stu y and tram ’
ing ab

Those who have chosen ‘
to return home “will be re- |

other returmng exxles in
due coum ST




de Klerk yes-

AMiacen go~
y summit on
1 pohitics

e

Marching in: Fugene Terre Blanche, the neofascist

De Klerk attacks ANC boycott

Afrikaner leader, arrives with

From Ray KENNEDY 1N JOHANNISHURG

African conference could not p
d other

= boy- no instant solutions.

in our sharing talks, which

demands  over

South  African
party, the Congress o1

Azanian Pcoplc’s
ation, the South
Council of Churches,

about,” Mr de Klerk said The
roduce
a magic formula, as there were

Pretoria had called the cime.
mit in rcsponse 10 an ANC
ultimatum to break of! power-

nounced last week, unless its
ending
violence were met. The org-
anisation refused 1o takc part
as it said it was not consulicd,
and becausc the government,
as a parly to the violens
not the proper authority to
convene the conference.
Although the ANC's chief
rival, the Inkatha Treedom
parly, is attending, the talks
are beipg boycotted by the
Commuinist

African  Tradc Unions,
Pan Africanist Congress, the
Organis-
African

vative party. But the
fascist Afrkaner Resi
Movement, led by
Terre Blanche, 15 takis

Chicf Mangosuthu
it -an-

the

violcnce as a politi
¢, was

up a secrctanat
matters discussed
ference ¢
ANL In

South
the

e poaia j

no organisation,
combination of
organmisations, will
to violence on ti

oné

SOmME

his bodyguards at the Pretoris talks

black homeland leaders, and
the white opposition Conser-

lczi, the Inkatha leadcr, told
delegates that his organisation
was not generating the vio-
Jence, but was a victim of i
He said he had never heard of
any Inkatha de¢ision 1o usc
1 strategy,
although fnghtened and threa
tened people did react in &
human way by retaliating.
The Zulu lcader suggested
that the conference should se

said, adding: “No onc l¢

lcaders
11 put an end
cir Own

need to develop a national will
10 shame violence
existence.”

® CAPE TOWN: Seven pris- |

oners were freed yesterday on
the orgers of Mr de Klak e
the government moved to
neutralise @ hunger sirike cam-

paign by dozens of inmates | |

claiming their freedom as
political prisoners (Stephen
Taylor writcs). Pretona, which
had previously insisted that
the cases would be considered
next month, said they were
being released on the advice of
a commiitze of judges.
However, the rapid deteri-
oration in the hunger strikers’
health was clearly & facior.
Nelson Mandela, the ANC
deputy president, and Arch-

bishop Dastmond Tutn

gad

that the government had ac-

cepled that if a hunger siriker
died it would senously
jeopardise the chances of pol-
itical ncgeuations

out of i

n



