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•Prutioc without theory is ‘bliiit'
Stooïy without practiao ,io atcrilo'1 *

The first issuo of “Liberation" uRkoa its appoarancc at 
a ̂ time of profound world crisis, Tlic first .half of ijluo tv/civ 
ticth century Jr.s boon narfcd by a dizzy accoloration la the 
rate of scientific discovery and technical ndvemoo, Mail*3 
stature has boo:; raised, his horizons bow0.essly eipndcd, 
Yet» for the most part» social and eiondmio nystoms havo not 
hont paco with lflOirs over-increasing co:iqu(33ts over nature.

The overwhelming majority of raankijá a t ill lives in 
finding poverty,ignorance and disease»subject to tlie blind 
and uncontrollable hazards of'unplanjica oHonomy* Over Africa 
and large parts of Asia and America, the wanton ravages of 
"iirtperMlsm lay waste vast human and material re source a#

r
.fyr tiaos arc marked by continuous wars and revolutions; 

conflicts betweon 'labour and capital;botween colonisers end 
their victim; be tween rival imperial powers claiming the 
'• r i* to empire I between imperialism itself and Socialism*
All those upheavals, are symptoms of tho modern cri3io - the 
contradiction between advanbod scienoo and antiquated forms 
of social organisation,

Sto cnatost ninclo darker that tfdny faces hufcanity is
that these tensions should be allowed to explode into a cata­
clysmic world conflict ï a vast and ierarlble intercontinental 
war in which tho secrets nan Inn wrested from nature w ill 
be used to dootroy .him, to bury his proudest achievements anl 
his glorious hopes. That is the blunt alternative which tho 
development and use of atomic, chemical and bacteriological 
means of war placcb before tlio peoples of tlie world, ÏÏo mist 
win noacc or perish,h J ■ ■ ■

iShcso truths hold for a ll rations and all nart3 of tlie 
world,without oxccption.HuBanity is ono/Today this siatonoit 
is no longer merely ja moral or scientific* tl̂ esis



to be preached in churches or do'be.tod in the locturo room* 
?ho intograt ?.on and. interdependence of mankind has bocomo a 
oontral and vital fact of modern lifo ,

Nowhoro is this development more strikingly confirmed 
than in Africa, whoso age-old semi-isolation is vanishing li 
the morning mist, ïfto so-callcd "Council of Europe" finds 
its sole unifying bond in the* elaboration of plans for the 
mutual retention of economic and strategical mastery over 
African territories, resources end people* The United 
States of America ulans greater stockpiles of atom bombs to 
be manufactured with uranium from tho*Congo, the Hand, the 
Orange Free State* The "King's African Milos" are sent 
from Kenya to hunt guerillas in the jungles of Malaya, and 
Malan sends young Europeans to drop napalm bombs oil Korean 
villages, And in north-west Africa, vast airt naval and 
army bases are being constructed by iincrica for the pro­
jected invasion of the socialist statos of «astern Europe,

Bub the days are past when the fato of Africa could bo 
decidod in Europe or America without -rcf̂ ronrn to the aims 
and aspirations’of thb -people in Africct itself, The chall­
enging ideas ef freedom and national independence that have 
swept through Asia have taken deep root in this continent of 
our’s, Trom Sai'ro to the Cape, from Dast to Vest. Africa?'is 
awakening to demand that her peoples shall take their part 
in the world community not as dependents, inferiors, or pawi: 
in tho diplomatic game, but as equals ana full Tiartners,* 
Huggins eiid Malan aro living in the 'ast when they seek to 
drive a bargain with Churchill for tne sale of Ifyasaland or 
Boojiuanalc-iid: they arc reckoning without the people, not 
only of llyasaland and the "Protectorates’1 bat iilso nf 
IUiodcsia and the Union,

’lcvor before lias thorc been such a powerful and wide­
spread dor,and for freedom and equality for Africa, as exists 
todiy, oppressed in movements for national liberation* 
against ^federation", for sc If-government, and against col­
onial rule* In the. Union, this move no lit has found its mos 
important reflection in tho allinnco of tho African and 
Indian Congresses for the dcfianco camnaign.

It is, however, not sufficient to bo determined upon 
change, to be aware of tho inpossibility of tho old. ordor, 
bo brave and ready to sacrifice for tho future of tho poop]

It/..........
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It is necessary also to achiovo widespread clatfty oa the aims 
of the struggle, the goal to Ixj sought and tho path to achiovo 
it, iloneo tho ncod for political theory, for rull and franlc 
discussion of all the problems which arise in tho courso of 
tho atru^le, for the free oxchango anil clash of idoas, for 
t-io steady achievement of a common thooreticd basis and under 
standing within the movomont for freedom.

It is to help supply this need that "Libor at ion" has boon 
established.

Wo aro not no prosumbtous as to imagine that this little 
magazino can .in itsolf solve all the many and grave problems 
which face our people* That is a task that can only be 
accomplished in the courso of the practical struggle, by those 
loodors and raak-and-filcrs who arc participating in it* Our 
aim is to provide a medium and a vchicle for them to clarify 
their idoas and to maks those generalisations fron concrete * 
orjorionce which are vital if we are bo loam aid to go for­
ward,

At the' same time "Liberation" will not bo a journal with-** 
out a policy of its own: a formless and aimless debating forum,

tfo support tho world-wide movement for peaoo and against 
imperialism,

■ 4
l/e believe in a democratic South Africa which will imple­

ment tho principle of tho UNO Charter: for equality of rights, 
human dignity and full opportunity for all without distinction 
of race, sex, colour or creed,

lie arc opposed to oil varieties of racialism or of hostil­
ity and contofjpt for any group baBod upon colour, or other bio­
logical distinctions,

1/e uill givo our unqualified sunport to all positive for­
ward novoaents against oppression and injustice such as. tho 
Campaign of tho African National Congress and tho South 
African Indian Congress,

Within the framework of those broad principles, "Liberation* 
Invites contributions from democrats of all shades of oninion 
upon matters of political, economic, cultural and scientific 
interest*
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An into mat igpal team of scientists and lawyers who went 
recontly to China and Koroa found wbr.t they considered to Ik 
aaplo proof tjat the Americans kid boon online in gora war­
fare against the civilian population of tlioso countries, The 
Americans have denied tho accusation, hat have rofusod to sign 
ttyo undertone already aignod by .all other nations oxccpt 
Japan, not to nake uae of this method of warfare, They have 
admitted that1 they are conducting re search into gom warfare*, 
LVon if ,thoy liavo not yo* 'actually used this mothodl therefore, 
they stand clocrly identified with it in the eyes 01 the world.

The reason why gorn war£oro has been renounced ty a ll
nations oioo-it Anorica is, firstly, tliat it is a oomplotoly
indiscriminate, uncontrollable method of waging war, Gcnns
cannot bo trained to attack soldiors and loavc civilians -un-
haTiWd, ( On the contrary, ji jporn .aKaok would most severely
affect children* old peoníc' and thostf vao are already in bad
health* Mo more fcavage taut oowardly metlipd of attadc could 
ho imagined,

Anotiier roason why germ warfare mo Jits tlio conscience 
of 'mankind is tJiat it cynically abusos some of the moat valued 
discoveries of Boionco — discoveries v/hich have contributed 
perhaps more than any otlior to the wcll-boing of mankind* In 
the past, euch new a ten forwara in tho sttence of bacteriology 
has been a step towards human happiness. How oach of those 
discoreries is being monstrously porrortod to a now form of
barbarism.

The discovery by Pasteur and Lister of tho role played 
]7 6JÏBJ in causing* disease and infection may be regarded aB
«m í^ í ^iclne., It was this discovery
vhich changed surgery ftom a desperate and porilous last re-

,J le; t^ c process, This discovery, too,
. impossible to tackle the causes of disease Instead of 

merely the symptoms. Now this discovery haft become the ' 
basis of a'.despicable formof warfare.

The discovery or tho. existence of germs was,of course,

only/........... .
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only the firat 3te;.)* 5’ic nort ntf̂ c .was tho discQvnry by 
’’oc\ that {jórna could be GrjJt5.TP.tocL in tho laboratory. This 
was iiBwrtertt for the study of ôrns Mid methods (fi combating 
the Hi and :Xzo for tho production oi vaccines* tyft today 
Hocii's, method is used to produce tJio germs required for tlin 
massacre ofctiafoneelcaa civilians.

The n̂ rt i;.roortant advar.ee wag tlio discovery of chomical 
substancos which k ill ĉrms, Among tiio 3ubstancps arc the 
"aulfa11 drĉ c, jjcnicillin and a ll tie other subatancea which 
have done so wnchittc the relief of human auiforir£. One 
might thin!: this discovery,* at least, to be safe a^inst uis- 
use.by the enemies of lEEkind# Unfortnnitoly, it is not.
Oub of the*effects of the continual use of goriiyltilltoii dru£fl 
Í3 T3rodv.ee tougher gcruo — gorais which require larger 
doses of tho drugs to k ill them and even £ers;s which arc 
entirely iiune. This presents difficr.lt problem to
uiedinjal -rcagarch, But the sciontist^ difficulty Í3 the
criminals c'oportuiritjj S# earoful orĉ aratory wdrk with the 
life-saying drugs, the' criminals are able to produce-germs * 
which*will resist treatment with, those drugs.

What i3 the explanation of this horrifying Server sioir of 
groat scientific discoveries? Nw and then we fiad con- 
science-strickcn Americana or Englishmen suggesting that par- 
iLTja science is fundamentally a bad thing* Appalled by tho 
criinca co-.ni.tted by aciontist3, they begin to wonder whethor 
tho remedy ia not to call a halt to scientific development!

These noodle do net understand that scionce' k  merely a 
method, an instrument which socioty uses to puïsup its choion 
ends, In a society whose outlook and avns are porterted, a 
society which jwido warfare and armaments to kecj itself from 
collapse, science will bo conic an instrument of terror and 
death. In a healthy and forward-looking society, science can 
do,only cood* The scientist is not free to cheque what sort 
of wort he will do. He must do the work which iJho community 
retires to be done, otherwise lie will atarvo, ïho abolition 
of such savagery a3 {;orm warfare can, therefore, only como 
about through tho abolition of the forces- which ape driving 
towards war» If the pconlo oi tho world make it sufficiently 
clear 'that they have no use for this kind of bar'tarisu, it 
will be within thoir power to rnt a stop to it.
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South African writers, lilaj South African ^oliticiano 
and economists, nay be divided into tv/o cL;.aooo: thoan v/Jio 
live in the world of reality and tiioac who livo in i\ drorji (»; 
'White South Africa", A large nuriber of uhito South African 
believe tluit flora i3 in Strata Africa a nation coii3ictiivr ex­
clusively of white urn. This nation is in no wav connected 
with anyone of a different colour, save tx t there rre scmo 
black uen v/ho forn part of the hostile environment in which 
too nation hag to live. This attitude of rind has rroduccd 
the politicians who m tc of "the native nroblr"i". the 
economists who divide by 2,000,000 when calculating Couth

? inc-01ilc pcr of ««wilt-.t JLoa, and the 
. E J * 0" non-jurtrioanaore not ilviag cóaractcrs hut morol/ a baaiground sourco ofg"local colour".

Both .'iivtlish r.nd. Afrilcoanp writers are to be found in
d iffaw ^017?' *l0Uf  a'̂  a??roach of the two is slightly different, Lewis Sowden, writing in "TrehMSont 10 im
2 S £ \ «  thecolour isoue, on too g?otma3“ that "--ioooIc in South.Africa
m jrS ? l iin̂  rate ten and-biostiv do live lives not

* & £ ?  llw } , *  la 3nri»nan4™ 1 * o0Ŵ  apparently seo3 South Afrioa as an
tes r rt#* to to  f c ïá r fthe coïitrjns of » t as subnotion abounds in

s a w  a  a s s v ' w s a r '  *

are 3o fond of start*in’ thh * *+ « W' ' *fri!aans lite rs  
Hoover, in 3toriC!I* ®»» WU van dcr
to help croato bucolic atiiiosnhirrrf10 C!?^C c° l oliro? labourers
JW j- t io  - either bloodt;írBt”*tri>í«C 3X0 ^spoiled" .town dwellers w Í2 v tr}̂ 08B»a or insolent,
wants a synbol to SnitSíí T511 *or ^ r ,  in "W to " .
fu lly  <£ «o S ‘S ° oí * *  ’

01 citics. fco finds it “ to i t w  i’ariji'-5c tot,lc latiTO taxi by lidch his hero

13 run/......
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in run over at t'uí end of t!io book, 1/ith one or two excep­
tion:!, sort of abroach to tin; non-lha’flixiaii is standard 
.•i’ion,*: Afril̂ tn writers.’ '.-'he nrotfvioninti! of their stories 
are íír?j3.':ietn. 1 other hinds of non arc nni't of the 
ROoii(!r,‘i

Ho wartljy fiuwth Afri&Ji literature oosi conc iron the 
authors vneue starting point is a lie, White South Africa 
in a iiyth; the only reality is black-and-white Couth Africa. 
The need to face this reality is ;.;radually becoming ; 101*0 wide- 
ly recognised *i'.Gng writerc, and books which try to deal with 
South African socioty ce a whole ere bcco.iing nore 00:1 .1021,

Uot all of these books are 0̂ equal value. It is not 
easy to write about the whole of South Africa’s neoTil0« bo-L t r • r
Cisiso there 5,5 a whole structure of racial* harriers crlculatod 
to prevent white non iron getting to'know blade non and black 
tien from getting to know wliite men* (Pirns the writer, be he 
white or blach, inevitably finds hinself at a disadvantage in 
dealing w;tn ftujs or otidr.section of his fellow Den, I-lanjr 
writers iiave sought the easy way out of this difficulty, They 
easy way is to write 3 one violent and bizarre story, prefer ably 
in a historical: setting, which enables the writer to dramtise 
the colour jtoVen crudely without trying to probe the every­
day realities of it, Miscegenation is the favourite topic of
this kind of’writer, It is a "daring11 tonic: the writer
w'io tacklos it cm boast that he is facing reality unflinch­
ingly, It ic a topic loaded with rtady rude tension and 
trafiody: . tM ,i crest novice should bo a:\Lc to produce a tear 
or two vita it. Yet it can. of ten becone nothing but a mask 
behind m'?:m the reality of racial problems is evaded, Mis­
cegenation is not a r,ii it,; or phe none non of South African Society, 
it is not a Sector which enters into the life of the average 
South African* lie do not necessarily feel oursolve3 involved 
in a storv.01 ms coronation, and it'may siioly titivate our 
race - conc CJ0V.S 110 si; without seriously o;ucst foiling the validity
of racialist attitwles,

'i1ho foal iV.ture of South Air icon literature lies 47ith 
those viriiwura w,uo have tried to treat South African society 
as a whole by writing of the overlay realities of South 
African liffl, *hero ore not iiany of these as yet, Per­
sians the too ïjoot prominent are Peter Abrams and Alan Paten,

Peter Atoiuias ’«as been grawling with racial problems

ever/MMM
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ever sinco ho started writing. His early wor’v3, though 
praiseworthy in their intentions, failed to overate the 
difficulties which beset the realistic South African miter*
In uSong, of the City", there were some excellent touches of 
realism in the presentation of the African characters, but 
the European characters were nost unnatural and there was 
almost no attempt to fit the two sets of characters into a 
single plot,

"Mine Boy11 was also a failure in its presentation of 
European characters and their relationships with non-?Jnro- 
peans, Mr, Abrahams1 two latest works, "'Jild Connuost" and 
"The Path of Thunder" achieve a larger rieacure of success, 
"Wild Conquest" is a historical novel, dealing with the period 
when white and blade South Africa were still to sere extent 
separate, The problem presented by this oeriod arc a great 
deal less intractable than those r̂esented by contemporary 
South Africa, The clash of the two pastoral societies of the 
nineteenth century was a simlc orocess colored with the com­
plexities of our industrial society of today, lir, Abraham 
has made it aoneox even simnlcr thna it redly was, and his 
history is ratty shojjy in places, like all beginners in the 
field oï historical faction, ho endows so no of hi3 characters* 
with a completely incredible ability to foresee the future, 
let he has succeeded in capturing ooncthine of the barbaric 
tragedy of nineteenth-century South Africa,

“Tho Pat ■of -Jiuiider" is the story of a coloured tcacner 
in a plattoland doro, Isolated from the bach-rard and unedu­
cated coloured co3E!unity, he falls in love with a white girl,

, tragedy results. The story is, in w ts, mclodrannticftH T ÍÏïM'A nn i'll yv  ̂ * r_ . ' . * . _ no

i.e
icr and

mui ui vcuue in tno Dooi:, especially in its treated
almcuJ; relationship oe tween the sophisticated teacl 
ms uneducatcd faaily and friends.

fjf?1 í í 0?1® "Cry the Beloved Country" is a mater work
í w K J ?®  Atea?f'! u  siW3 » W 5!M«it less 
S  i i  !-S ' PKt03 llas not ratirol-J succocicdT<;al-;tios of s«uth African Society, He is 
too much concerned to draw a moral from liis storv too *nre-
liber^ianlth íh° 0* his ovm toaai of Christian
not entirely ta£ 5 u f "  * *  hiS ?lot a l ^ * 013 010

A third/.......
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Á third writer who deserves nontion at this punt is 
Phyllis Altman, In ’’Law of the Vultures", she shows a keen 
awareness, not only of existing racial problems, kit also of 
the political consequences which arise from then* Tile idea  ̂
which she Wishes to oonvey are valid and inpoctaai, JJnfor- 
tunatoly her technical skill as a writer is not yet equal to 
the tasks which she sets herself, Her characterisation is 
weak; the central character of the book, Shade, seems to 
become a completely different person halfway through tho 'book, 
While his experiences account for his changed attitude towards 
the Europeans, they do not explain how the self-effacing 
nonentity of the earlier chapters becomes the dynamic, success­
ful demagogue of the later part, The remaining characters 
are flat and rr.onochrOcatic, Most of the book lacks atnofi— 
piicro and richness of detail. This leaves one with tho 
inoression that one lias*ïead a social worker's ease book 
rather than a novel, Nevertheless, firs, Altman has un­
doubtedly won herself a place among our worthwhile writers 
and that* place will become, more .important as she gains 
expoïÍÉjace,

Tftat South Africa still awaits, then, is a miter who 
will See our society clearly and whole, with feeling for its 
tragedy but without muddled emotion, with a positive philosophy 
of his own but without moralising, Though wc have not yet 
'oroducod such a writer, the best of oir literature sccns to be 
moving towards this ideal. South A'rica lias all the raw 
matorial for great literature. Perhaps it will not bo long 
bofora a craftsman worthy of the material will appear,

oOo
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Recently a pronlncnt English Trade Union official visited 
this country, After a lengthy and awjarontly o;diauBtivc in­
vestigation of the Trade Union Movcnon't here, lie cane to the 
conclusion that there was no such thing in South Air ice. as a 
"real" trade union aovonont J

f [IJhis devastating eoriciont nay cause offenco to .some South
Africans, who liave been ixnbors of and have spent cany years'
in tho work of tho Trade Unions. But an objcctivo coriDarieon
of tho character of the South African Trade Union Kovcnent
with the basic trecepts and ir.otives of Trade Unionisn nust
convinoo ono of the correctness of the conclusions of our 
foreign visitor.

Tradê MonismT1110 ^  ^ 1723' P ^ 0303 principles of

. J Ï ! ! / S J nioÍ!û07?ncnt tilc organisation of the work­ing class which the circunstances of the existing social
f a t a E *  SL^  oi ^d S ln l Ht

^ W? ï? r?f In as mch as too social order of things conflicts with the interests of tho workers, the mtr-
& Ï Á  £ £ V r “ si is lo ^  ^  °ricr °fStorosts ih V iS  “ito the historic
fto S 't a ? t S ^ í^ ïn ï * ? . -  *• P to ijta
Union lloïc’jcnt te con̂ í qtníi < G thau tho Trado
rífhts ï ï  ÍSnt “  lta tóo,1“  of worker3'
A tS  f tL * V  “ sr  “ ? ?  t» pi«y tho rdo
ïêssly procloin Z  á  w  lí Mrt í0141? foar-
and vho woduc: t'ic vc-ltn ní !f ° 5aac0 ® 03e who work 
ouring to aúiavs its ‘ tK m  “«“ njlïi tn cndcav- 
aaintain tho *d nB\JSg °S g  f t w !  dCTOl°P Ml

•uooeatfUïSjbruSofllo5c^t° S ^ w íf ' C35<!!ltial t» aapplies tc all scction3 of th f i^  This criticisnnon-European, Movoiaont, both European and

South Africa is thc^isunity^/thJ1̂  f  the îons in
S ï ï
— « 1 ,  « b ,  í J i . t ^ a s ' a g . «

coloured/.....
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coloured or ïndioii workors* With soqb rare exceptions there 
is no point of contact betv/ecn j3uropoan end non-35uropean 
workers, ",vcn tho nore 11 li'bcral11 white workers1 leader! 
and oreasrisat ions will not go beyond advocating that tho 
wô os And conditions of non-Ihjroucan workers nust* be "up- 
lifte d . Very rare, indeed, is"the case where European and 
non-3 luroucan workers act and work together in the joint 
defence of their eonr.on rights and interests* ?ho effect 
cf thit disunity on the living and working conditions cf the 
people q? South Africa is too obvious to need-nontionir̂ ,
?hu3 tho South African Trade Union scene shows an tlXiiost* 
co!.T,leto negation of the basic principle cf workers1 unity»

It eight be ar.-ued that the failure to secure workers 
unity in the Trade Unions is the result of imperialist con­
ditions, tiie consequence of deliberate and uersistont 
racialist propaganda by the ruling nlase and tho influence 
of'apartheid policies of the Gcvoroncnt» But -that’is at 
best only a l'sne- excuse * 7'k» real cause of the disunity Í 3
the lack of a clearsighted policy designed to protect the 
interests of all ŷ riiera. fiiPBt* sfcd foreriost* "This lack of 
a clear policy leads'white treble union leaders even to* ignore' 
and tc sacrifice the basic, interests of their own white" 
nenbero,

A clear exaiïolc of this is the manner in which European 
Trade Union leaders fence themselves off from tho realities 
cf t*io WQirker1 s life under the slogan of "no politico", Stcs 
by step this slogan has led them to sacrifice"basic rights 
and liberties of their nenbors* In fact, nany of then have 
now reached the stage where any criticism of th£ Government 
is regarded as "rjolUics" and in consequence they now linp 
along, ir* the waice cf the political parties* It is tho 
political, parties ■of the ruling class who now dictate the 
policies oí ncny of the European trade unions* It is not 
a vciy far cry fror. this to the position whore the trade 
unions ]fcoo:.ie an adjunct of the State* 2iic slogan of !,no' 
politics'1 means the refusal of independence to the Trade’’ 
tinier* Mcvomcnt*

Couth African trade union leaders have gone a long way 
in sacrificing the independence of the Koveuent* Jhis.was 
revealed in the support' given by a great maný trade union- 
leaders to the incentive bonus ideas of Labour Iiinistor 
Schoctian* An outstanding and the most disgusting example

was the/ a*



was the readiness with vhidi some trade union lenders con­
nived at the proposal to establish some form of ntanf3»n!a 
Committee" for the ourpose of screening alleged corajonists 
under the Suppression of Commuriicm Act, A largo firouu of 
trade unions took oart in discussions for the purpose of 
implementing, the recommendations of the Nationalist Indust­
rial’ Legislation Commission, a tody whose undisguised object 
was to carry into effect the anti»trade union labour'pro- 
grange, of the nationalist Party# Of equal significance is 
thê readiness with which .trade union leaders are inclined to 
suircert the Korea war adventure and the preparations for 
another world war, All these tilings are dimerous pointers 
to the path taken by Souln African Trade Union leaders, a 
path which liras t lead the Movement to de strict ions if the 
members of the trade unions arc not awarcned to tho fatal' 
conscquenccs of those policies,

She above criticises a~oly mainly to tho -sccalled 
ôrtrnean .radc Unions, In■ the ir cacc, tho:o wevloies3es 

arise from the white Vergers1 tcpiorary privilege.ĉ Sharing 
in the errloitatior? of - the non-jJurdpccn wor̂ rs rnd "their 
lack of clear-vision of their Own totobaVd. and ultimate 
interests.

But the African or non-European Trade Unions also dis­
may failings, in elementary policies, Ehio dona not refer 
ïo the 11

^---- 1 i ---- f ” V» »■ J.W VK  ̂ I UA L V/ b
insecurity of African trade union loaders. Of far {Teator 
significance..is tbs decorous trend of isolation of tho 
African trade unions from tho nation?! liberation novoncnt, 
tho emphasis .on the futile slogan of “no politics" and the 
almost exclusive concentration on socallod.economic issues, 
Many African trade unionists have as yet not realised they

civil rights. The main weakness of tho African trade union 
indeed, is-the license feck of freedom and rights of their' 
members and of their organisations.

What



What than — to uuoto tho title of a took of no- inoan
tonicíilfjjjaificíiïico for South Africa — is to be a oho

In ffio first place it boconcijj necessary to raise fear­
lessly ft ba utithout hesitation the vital ifunvja facing the 
worker ovwwtth Africa today, it ia necessary — oven in 
t)it; fatigr ol ópjjoaition, insults and abuse — to start die- 
cussioJHart "trade union conferences., general noctin̂ o, 
cxocutnppaíetiiifjn on all aspects of tho workers1 struggle.
It in nu*»Mry to put forward in those discussions, clearly 
and unfiumMbcally, tho view that no section of workers can * 
expect (MKlSwogrccs unless all workers enjoy the fullest 
dcnocrpjwKiSfghts, it is necessary to liberate the trade 
if .ion rijô jî nt from subservience to Government and employers1 
policies! w It is necessary to b*u.n£ the irr.de Union Movement 
activol̂ /mto the stru^'le of the iconic for M l democracy»

AliWbkstitutional avenues open in the trade unions must 
be utDltaMjifor this purpose; Stucfy'Classes should' ho organ­
ised, *‘$ftSver poecibley -Article? in ,|radc union, journals,

• a?ial;;̂ ;iiff1 Diltn day to day 'issues iron the angle of the real 
worker5f4i:̂ crest3, should be written* The columns of the 
p r e s s r e a c t i o n a r y  dailies,- should bo utilised 
t’ux'i^liSitors to the Editor, press statements, interviews,

iJSBfti independent and vigorous Trade Union Movement, 
fight̂ jfflraupronisinewy for the workers1 jntorcsts, will 
be an ’í^ ^ ab le  weapon in the struggle for liberation,



tee uoii-eusop:::jis cii ïhs laud.

3y z. siiims.

In 1946 there were about six million non-ISur one an Twople 
engaged in agricultural pursuits. Of fee sc tljxoe" mid a qunrtcr 
Billion lived in tho He serves and two and a Quarter r ill ion on 
European fares.

The people on the Reserves cannot rate a livi.y by fp jriv
alone, In the 1913 Land Act a íorincÍDle was l r,.id down funda­
mental to Santa tfrican economy ever sir.ee, !:on-̂ uroTjoaiis "ay 
buy land m certain areas known as Native Soccrvos. Kiev r.av
not -buy land elsewhere in the Union, Certain areas were set 
asido (tcii and,♦& hc.lf nillioii porgcn  ̂ n 7 0
coat. of tho total laid of, tho U n f m ) t  
nncos pcrcmto» dictriWioí «4: f

4 o “ 0nf “ » 1  °r>  *  ï » «= # & Ï Ï& .

? r  ^

furfer W d A c t.o S á í bv o“  ^  a 5 jn - ? 1936 a
Here to be purchased., ever ten vêera Tiv 
bo added to Heserve land. Bvini$ fm™ Jï'v ^  xl an(i to
tne se lands had beer bought 1 u v!\ * 1'\ " UGV&x oi
been bought there will be' seven too- Ííi Í c:-tr" rOTbO:i have
aorgon available for ’Ón-ww ^ cc l^tor million
the total area of the*Mon, ov/norsIli? " 12A  por cent, 'of

land tomaTS^ts SwffroífffOTorïnï^ ^ 001''11̂ 0 of tic lc-n4)i 
tho indivitelHrite ,"n % t 0ï?ï f  *> tho chief to
with his tááXr •mltiTCtc M*
terminated under• except ionnï^í I t̂nough tenure is'<Mly
iiaigratos it forfeits itfholdi,™ “’‘S?3’ F 1™  t;ic f«i!y 
inooiiploto, lfay rosorT* ‘“J X '  • . » »  «» ovncrship is

S  suu t l f

tooïí t t0 t;,-° Glor. Greydweller holds his land in ? lot 10 applied - the
13011 * Tho hold̂ s  ê e imherstablo^^ïhí fro\ tJlc Govorn-

°* be sold only
tO/f i i ,;
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to anothoï trlbosnan, Individual Gnallholdin̂ s aro tho prac- 
tico only in a few areas - the Cickoi and parts of tho Transkei,

All grazing lPaids in tho Jlo serves aro coi luunal.

In the Meservos, then, the Africans my buy and own land, 
but t'lu 'picture of individual holdings end cr,.̂ !! farters - on 
the lines of the countryside of L'uropo - needs considerable 
nodificatiovi, in very rare cases do the conditions of Ho servo 
farrasrs corrofipond with those of a neasant in Furope,

In 19̂ 6, a C-overrent agriculturist described tho Glen Grey 
area in the Ciskei as fellows: of eighteen thousand families, 
teii thousand possessed as arable land, but ncrcly a residential 
plot and access to the cĉ iunal'grazing land. Tho average 
family incO’Kj was four shillings a nonth, derived iron seven 
sheer), three goats, one ox and one calf* Eight thousand 
fr;:,ilio3 owned arable lojid, but their average incono fron pro­
duce was an additional, three shillings a nonth (giving a total 
of seven uiCLlingo), "tfc conclude than that the in cone of tho 
group of families with arable .allotments is seven shillings -per 
ncnth, and, i?’lo incone of st larger-group without land is four 
shillings iodx nonth",

L

I n-wto .fron the GiUirans1 book - ''Perspectives in Mal­
nutrition" "It is erroneous to regard a ila'tivo Reserve as an 
0(7 iculterai ’area. It would be norc accurate to speak of it 
as. a wolWjfload out residential area where tho average family 
unit T.ial:as to norc out of his land thr i the average city 
dweller pottering around in bac!:yard gardens,

II Obyiô sly no fcnily con live on four shillings or seven 
in tilings a nonth for it n̂ eds food, building natoFials, blankets 
ind clot.*eS| fuel and light, school books, church duos, r.cdi- 
ciïíos, etc* Hence wo find seventy-per cent, of the non ere ab­
sent fron tiic district wonting on the nines or in other lata1 
centres, remitting to their hard-pressed families in tlio Bo- 
serves such share of their snail wages as they can spare, ilvcn 
boy3 arc sent out to work in the towns, Three-quarters of the 
children of school-going ago never attond school and nost of 
tnooc who do attend ere girls,1’

Thus noro than half tho people have no land* and even oi 
these who have, there is insufficient for subsistence. Very

rarely/......

a



rarely* vxg thoro any surplus conaodltiofl to exchange for cash. 
The nigrant labourer is no ncro accidental occurrcnoe in a 
peasant fnrily; lie is an essential part of the social and 
ccononic structure of t!ic So serves, Without his wages the 
people cannot live» Co even in this r̂oup, when a foru 
apparently ar.ountin£ to land ownership exists, the fwiily ccn- 
not livo by agriculture alone* This is inportant differ­
ence bctv/een the rural African and tiic Iluroncan peasant.

" ■ m

Let us now examine the conditions of the two and a half 
nillion non-Europeans living on Europe an-owned far'is.

In each district and in each Province there arc certain 
loool differences, some of which wo will mention,

. In the Capo Province there arc Coloured and African twado 
on the far:.;s; there nre none 'who own land outside'of the'Be­
soms, A few individuals arc tenants on Eurouenn fanio - a 
situation which is legal in the Capo, as lone as the rent is 
nore than thirty six pounds mx annur.; a few L'.bour tenants 
arc found near Bathurst, renting their land and paying with 
their part-tine labou?* H&wever, the great v&jnrity of non- 
ûropeans living in the Cane rural areas outside t.io Reserves 

are full-tine wego labourers, The head of the family worhs 
for tho ±arr."Gr and in return for his services receives:

1, a cash wage of ten shillings to fifteen shillings i}cr
nonth per adult naif * ~

2, rations -  Goalies, coffee, sû ar and skinned nilk;

?Vv?J Plot4of ImJ whereon to build his hone, also 
lLutod crazing rights and a snail garden,

and IS d r^ A fto fs ^ A i Uith tho w£c”ci™ r  «ai the wife tuia uuj.uj.cii oitien serve the sme tiastor
k Í

Tho S ib  t'»So T ï“f Cf °  M '“ S ?*  * * * » •tenants working umiciiv fnr ca’° part-tiric labour
turn a plot o K T (/Jl ?nd receiving in
cash wages varying f ron%otv £ r^ ion3 (variable) and
nonth. The 3 K S  tCn *cr
ground in Uatal* however Ho w i  ? xs Se-iniug 
plantations' on the coastal belt w  * P^ ^ ato ly on ŝ -ar" Dolt* ™  13 appearing ooro and low

in other/ ,„,



17 -

in ot̂ er parti of the Prcvhco* IIo vrill usually livo in á
c !:p'/ur.d iuid be rruv-pl id  witi rations and paid wâ os, Hi a 
f.Mily no hi.3 loft ir. t.V ihs'ïrvur, and ho v ill help the:: out 
vith nut* nf Jiia

;.t t* 10 rreser.t, full-tiao lakvr is praetie'dly viiivorsal 
ir. thef* I’r-.cj .jtate tci* Liviî  with his fanily on a cot- 

cf the íiim, tho labourer works all yot'X for tho •
±'X.*t, '.lv has a li'.ii’r; i”'.d lijiitod ijffjii® rights for his 
Í i í ’itv . ïlation.; rv̂ . h.L* hin to subsist but usally those aro 
for w/i’-rhf xnxre^f t.V> frilly  only* ï/agos arc oxtroiioly 
I - v/i tho l:j'Í!.^'. Tj :Í!íg one t-ciid -ocr north for adult. ndes, 
y,:x!tir.es tho o:.pl«jT̂ iKv'3"táo .Dolltoz, or he my give hi 
Ir.bonror 1< í>vo t* o?,xi cash in town.

n

In tho r̂.rvr.T,’1̂  tfiiftntD arc pn bably still in the 
jrjnri*?, w-rhin'; to. *v,vs h-riLrcd rid eighty dftys in tho 
year :\r t;.;. f'r.,;';rA ■ V'iv.y v ill v.cu:'lly r:c‘.ivc no vm£03- *but 
c:r.\ V.,"} r'.,:ht t:' 11" ■ vith tt4ir.-iUd.li0s in a feual 'or. the

-t

so/.vju -ho 'MMi:,:o vtícjo labourer, as in ITrtol,. is a group 
that is moving' 'i£ tó rrs  roro' íiiid' liorc is tho tfranavaak rnd 
the • co: r-.onnil ic. boco;i::;';' t!i’o ríilo in sonc areas,

::i the Capo ivuV'the Orar̂ c Iree State the full-tii:c ngri- 
cMtvi'a?: Ir.bráe? i's thus the l^st./jm w, living on tho íarn 
with hb family vlt.’; duly a toípon' , In iiatal riid the

Eio trend .in A.U .tfjcvinocs is thus towards tho disenpoar- 
unco oih tho labour tenant uvl to tho cr;or;;cncc of a rural prs- 
lotariat or. tho f'iri:sf

ffiic f̂r̂ can is driven out of tho lioservos by poverty and. 
tho no co os it}' to pay hio tastpo; lio,is Torovóntod iron going to 
tho town by logisfotion. Ho *iás no choicc but to of£or nid 
labour-to tho Iiurcpetyi fajtior or £o ■ to -tijc. nines* .His .pli&it, 
is such that ho nuot tafep tint !b cna got,'lift'teciniiwyowor 
boing slight. Boi?JC unorĉ niscd, ho can offer no resistance 
to tho dorjands of the fari.cr, and lie is accordingly used in tuo 
way nost suited to tho needs of his cup-lpyor, raid to tlio

advancing/
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advancing noods of capitalist apiculture*

Vo find aorae rural Africons an overall uictcro of Divert;, 
ralmtrition and disoooc that is difficult to ir^ine vitimt 
dircct oxoorioncc. A country lan is treíditio-inlly lirdth” , 
robust, with a dirt full cf fresh fruit, ud; n̂d dair; induce. 
The African oî t’ic farn lives on r:cal:;irxal, often bou&it froi: 
tho store, boom he can not grov enough 011 his lvnd* .10 

oats practically nothing else besides a few shrubs a*;tl an *.ec.v* 
sional,potato. The babies * Malnutrition disc sue in th»; 
óost seven; forns; adults die of Tuberculssi3; thu infant 
natality rato (an oxccllent indc:: of standard cf living v::á 
hygiene} Í3 one of t«o highest in tho W' rid*

It is a serious ̂ ístnlx to consider the African on the 
farn lrjoely t.3 hanpy in his state and better off tJinn in tho 
towns* ho is not this; ho,belongs to f"x r-í thonost de­
pressed modulations in tho; uo rid*

■

Education is niniual and inferior, Cl' ties he cannot 
afford* I-ic4icd áttcntior. -ho docs v/it’-out* Cultural v.h*.-:.:cir
is practically-iitncssil;lov vrudor ho oscaWt-: t^
tsnms \fmoTsr he- can.

. 5jio w a l la t e r  ,1s- rji imovDr i ïjíicd gr ; h i is»
tana t.^ V ’f*p invented,frpr. inorovi:/; h A s  >;.*
boon said, tnoro is no cgcwxj for hiri - cither back tn the
Hosorvcs, w o  poverty Is even uorc Voiced, or to. the
towns u.iero no is :o:oiddcn to ;jo* r.ic rvral lAonuvr' A; 
truly in Plains,

0“ mio a i f ’  *T7  ^  « •  n ^ . * i  ’m >» is a natural noroosit to tliw

Í S ? teí? ^  :f 0maintain a static franowor> 1« ! í ?  .'J i<r(; Aliped to
situation - an inpossiblo 1M- * ?Jld ocono)lic
work of r c ^ t iS  K i  U  " ? 3LCP-*1 CT̂ CS ^  i«t-
fsxn and finds his \rv In tS  ï  c7cr ^ c,':ií to loaves the 
wagos* ^  to tho townE ar̂ QV to Bcei: higher
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'7hcrc can te no solution for the intolerable difficulties
ci t’i'j ;i:;:.-:íuïO')í!r:i it tO. wrclfction - tho ra r ity  of tx 
uiiiiO-wti-o:1. - vfit'vir* t!:o irrmorJc of the existing colovi- 
c'Jto’stmcto: rf rJov.th ATric-u Docitty, i-V.r tUs 
t;*.o f-i t>.o :Jr.tiori«,i  lilKsrr-tî n of the hwi-tfitt'.'
v/io-jlta M’ :  .-.iVio;‘. n a í v-r; b:v*Iy Cl or.:: r,í l ;..:á r
rcfwTu* O ’-iii discaoc ion. cf t>j ú:;\w t&t rcior m t
1: ;m. u^r.tJtasl: of t\o libcrr.tioa’î voix-iit - not r-,c
r-.ci4ci .ic acrcicc, liut p.s n. vitd ly acocccrr; ci 
cyflvinf; pro^ixe wish, will Mobilise tie m d  p:mGc.i::.r. 
for t>,oir ova oi;*cip?.ticr4t

I
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