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I ntroduction

1; The basic legal texts that assisted the General Secre-
tariat of the Organization of African Unity in conducting the
study on the develOpnment of a plan of action for disaster

enmer gency preparedness in Africa included:

(i) The Conference of African Mnisters of Health

Resol uti on CAVMH Res; 2(111) on Energency

Pr epar edness and Response to face Epidenics

and Natural Disasters in Africa;

(ii) The QAU Council of M nisters docunent

CM 1565(L) Res; 2 on Energency Preparedness

and Response to face Epidenics and Natural

Di sasters in Africa;

(iii) ECA Resolution 645(XXXI11) on Support to the

Countries of the South Western Indian Ccean

af fected by Tropical Cyclones and Natural

Di sasters;

(iv) UN General Assenbly Resolution 42/169 on

I nternati onal Decade for Natural Disaster

Reduct i on.

2; The QAU CGeneral Secretariat played the role of |ead

organi zation in convening inter-agency neetings on disasters in
Africa;

| npl enentati on of Resol ution CAMB/ Res; 2(111)

3; @uided by the resolution CAMB/ Res; 2(111) adopted by the
Conference of African Mnisters of Health at its Third Odinary
Session, that was held in, Kanpala, Uganda, from3 to 5 May 1989,
the General Secretariat of the Organization of African Unity
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undertook the follow ng steps for the inplenmentation of the
rel evant parts of the resol ution:

(1)

(i)

(iii)

The OAU Ceneral Secretariat took the initiative
and prepared a docunment entitled "Disasters in
Africa: Quidelines for a Plan of Action for

Di saster Preparedness and Response";

In furtherance of its endeavour to pronote co-
operation anmong concerned organi zati ons, the

QAU Ceneral Secretariat called for an Inter-
Agency neeting to exam ne the above-nenti oned
docunent; The neeting was held at the CAD .
Headquarters from 16 to 18 COctober 1989, and

was attended by representatives from 14 rel evant
organi zati ons; The Secretariat was congratul ated
for preparing such a good document;

Pursuant to the recomendations of the Inter-
Agency neeting, the docunent was submitted to the
QAU Council of Mnisters at its Slst Odinary
Session that was held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,
from19 to 24 February 1990; The Council approved
the docunent, adopted the attached resol ution

CM Re5al253(Ll) and recommeded the distribution of
the docunent ' QAU SecretaryeCGeneral’s Report on .
Di sasters in Africa: Guidelines for Disaster

Pr epar edness and hesponse (Doc; CM 1586(LI)", as
wi del y as possible; Accordingly, the docunent was
distributed to:

- All QAU Menber States

- UN System

- NGEs -

- Regi onal Organi zations



(iv)

(a)

(b)

(O
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16th ECA M nisterial Conference that was held

in Tripoli, Libya (1-19 May 1990);

16t h FAO Regi onal Conference for Africa that was
held in Marrakech, Morocco (11-16 June 1990);

The QAU General Secretariat convened anot her

I nter-Agency neeting on Disasters in Africa with
the purpose of ensuring the inplenmentation of the
resol ution. The neeting was held at the WHO
Headquarters from 25 to 27 April 1990; It was
attended by representatives fromten rel evant

organi zati ons; The neeting made reconmendati ons

i ncl udi ng:

The neeti hg. suppprted QAU s intention to prepare

for a regional neeting on disasters in Africa;

- The purpose of the regional neeting is to identify
.project priorities at national, sub-regional and
regional levels to be inplenented during the

I nternational Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction
The decade became operational as of January 1990;
There is need for intensive preparations for the
regional neeting at all levels - Menber States as
wel | as the QAU Secretariat; Menber States shoul d
devel op national action plans for disaster prepared-
ness and response on the basis of the CAD Guidelines,
theg shoul d seek the Secretariat assistance, if

need ari ses;

UNDRO (United Nations Disaster Relief Organization)
pl edged to provide QAU Secretariat with a consultant
to assist in the preparation of the regiona

neeting;
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4; Further to the activitives described above, the OAU

General Secretariat will convene the "Regional Meeting on

Di sasters in Africa" in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in March 1992;
Al QAU Menmber States, UN System donors, NGOs and ot her

rel evant international and regional organizations will be
invited to attend the neeting:

5; It is worth nentioning that the study conducted by the

QAU General Secretariat has hel ped to anal yze objectively
disasters in Africa, their extent, neasures undertaken to comnbat
di sasters and the preparati on of guidelines to prevent disasters
in the Continent.

6; It is not pbssibble to prescribe a uniform pattern of

nati onal preparedness of contingency planning for all coudtries
since their resources, administrative structure and infras-
tructurel facilities vary widely; Furthernore, it is not
appropriate to recormend a rigid set of guidelines for al

di sasters even for the sane country, since each disaster has its
own pecul arities; A copy of the docunent is attached for easy
ref erence;



