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At 75, ailing PAC leader remains

ZEPHANIA Mothopeng stood
to attention. His hand was
raised in the open-palm salute
of the outlawed Pan-Africanist
‘Congress. It shook slightly.

The words of the African an-
them, Nkosi Sikelel'i-Afrika, re-
verberated in the crowded room
- at the Ipelegeng Community Cen-
tre in Soweto as the historic press
conference drew to close less than
48 hours after his release from
prison last weekend.

The scene was joyful but poig-
nant. Mr Mothopeng, president of
the outlawed PAC, was free, hav-
ing being released from prison less
than two days earlier. But the 75-
year-old Africanist was clearly ail-
ing. Even if he were not suffering.
from cancer, time would be run-
ning out for him.

The open-palm salute reflected
his determination to continue the
quest for a united Azania. The
quivering, hand was a sign that
the struggle would be against ad-
vanced age and poor health as
much as it would be against any
political foes.

Wearing a jacket and tie, his
sideburns reaching down before
running along his cheekbones to
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. convicted of furthering the aims
of the PAC. In 1979, he was back
in jail again, having been convict-
ed under the Terrorism Act for
furthering the objectivies of the
PAC between 1963 and 1977.

Typically, he and his co-accused
refused to plead in 1979. They
would not recognise the court, as-
serting that it was formed under
laws which the African people had
no share in making.

Mr Mothopeng used his first
public appearance after his release
to plead for the freedom of the im-
prisoned leader of the rival Afri-
can National Congress, Nelson
Mandela. It was a gesture of politi-
cal fraternity, from one African
nationalist to another.

He named Mandela and the lon-

defiant, unbowed
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AFRICAN GIANT ... Zeph
Mothopeng’s dream undimmed.

join his moustache in Edwardian
fashion, Mr Mothopeng did not
mince words. j
“If I had my way, I would be
resting in bed,” the PAC presi-

gest serving political prisoner, Mr
Jeff Masemola, prisoners of con-

- science who symbolised the plight

of political prisoners in jails
throughout South Africa.

“They should be out here and
working for the return of our
land,” Mr Mothopeng said to cries
of the PAC slogan Izwe Lethu
(Our Land). “They should be re-
leased not on grounds of compas-
sion or mercy, but because they
are held illegitimately.” :

By inviting Nelson Mandela to
join the PAC in its struggle for
the return of the land, he was
reaching across ideological bar-
riers to grasp the ANC man by
the hand and saying: “Let us go
forward together.”

Major ideological difference
exist between the PAC and the
ANC. But the idea of them form
ing a united front, on the lines of
the Patriotic Front forged by Zim-
babwean nationalists, has been fo-
menting for some time.

It was raised again last week-

- end when church leaders from
South Africa had talks with the
ANC in Zimbabwe. It has been
put on the agenda of a meeting
of the liberation committee of the
Organisation- for African ‘Unity in

. dent said, his clear, resonant voice

hinting at oratorial power of youn-
ger days.

“But I must stress that it is
only my body that is weak and
not my spirit. I am as determined
to fight for the liberation of Azan-
ia today as I was on the day I
joined the liberation struggle as a
young man.”

It was typical of the man, of
his: political tenacity. Having spent
nearly half of the last 30 years in
jail for refusing to abandon the
Africanist cause, Mr Mothopeng
was not about to retire gracefully
to his deathbed.

A founding father of the PAC
in 1959, he helped launch the PAC’s
non-violent campaign against the
pass laws in 1960. It led, tragically,
to the Sharpeville shootings, to the -
declaration of a state of emergen-
cy, to the outlawing of the PAC
and to the incarceration of many
of the PAC leaders.

Mr Mothopeng was one of those
arrested with the PAC'’s first presi-
dent, Robert Sobukwe. He was
jailed for two years for his role in
the 1960 campaign. It did not break
his spirit.

In 1964 he was imprisoned for
another three years after being

Libya next February.

Mr Mothopeng and Mandela
share a common past: both were
members of the ANC Youth
League, which stood for “rallying

* and uniting African youth into one
national front on the basis of Afri-
can nationalism”. /

If the PAC has sometimes given
an exclusive, biological definition
to the term African, restricting it
to the indigenous or native people
of Africa, Mr Mothopeng used it in
the alternative broader, inclusive
sense,

“We don’t look at the colour of
a person,” Mr Mothopeng said in
reply to the question of whether
whites could qualify as Africans.
“We consider his convictions.”

It was reminiscent of Sobukwe’s
definition of an African as a person
who owed his loyalty only to Afri-
ca and who accepted democratic
rule of the African majority.

On the prospect of unity be-
tween the PAC and the ANC, Mr
Mothopeng replied: “I can only
answer for the Pan-Africanist Con-
gress. I said my first task is to
unite the Azanian nation ... na-
tion includes all the Africans. The
members of other organisations

~ are Africans, t0o.”







