07-18-1993 10: 58 3121-9A7-r6677 DuSabl e Museum P. 92

/ E, fm

LLYH / 09%! M.; WO06

STATEMENT OF THE PRESI DENT 0! THE AFRI CAN NATI ONAL
CONGRESS, NELSON HANDELA, AT THE PHI LADELPHI A LI BERTY
MEDAL AWARD CEREMONY: PHI LADELPHI A, JULY 4, 1993.

Mast er of Cerenoni as,

Hon 3111 Cdinton, President a: the United States of
Anari ca,

Prof Martin Moyerlan, Presidentvineritul at tho University
of Pennsyl vani a and Chairman o: the 1993 Intarnnttonal
Sel ection Conmi ssion and nunbers at the Conmi ssion,
,3: Ronald J. Naples, President of W the People 2306,
Hon Ed Rendell, Mayor of this historic city at

Phi | adel phi a;

President 1.". dc Kl ark, and tellow honoree;

Di stingui shed quanta, friends, |adies and gantl enen:
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It will have seened strange to sone, that two

South Atriaans, with respective histories as ditterent as
those of this year’s honorees, should share the honour of
receiving the eminent Phil adel phia Liberty Medal .

Equally, it will have seemed strange to note that

we, as tighter: tor liberation, are, together with those
who have been the captains o! apartheid, 1nvOVId in
processes |eading to the denocratic transforwntion of
South Attica.

Sone who know have al so made the poiot that it

was |trango, two hundred years ago, that those who
designed the world' s first delocratio constitution in this
very city; should have permtted the lyweu ot Ilnvety to
continue. t
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Strange though all these things night he, and

evocative of ditterent responses, they neverthel ese speak
to one issue. They speak to the durability of the glorious
vision that gave birth to the i ndependence 0! this country
and to the United States Constitution

They attirn the correctness end invincihility of

the truths and the ideals at liberty, equality and the
pursuit or human happi ness contained in that historic
docunent as well as the Declaration of I|ndependence.

It i: theretore with a deep sense at humlity

that we stand here today to.recelve e Hedel which bestows
on us as individuals, as e novenment end as a people the
stature of the founding rather: who crafted your

Consti tution.
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The greet African-hnerican, Frederick Dougl ass,

spoke in Rochester, New York on July 5th, 1852, on the
topic - "The Meaning of July rourth tor the Negro"

Here 1: sonme or what he said

" Fellow citizens, | amnot wanting in respect

to: the father: at this republic...whey were great hen too
- great enough to give trame to a great age...In their
admration of liberty, they lost sight of :11 other
interests...!heir statesmenship | ooked beyond the passing
eonent, and stretched away in strength into the distant
tuture. They seized upon eternal principles, and set a

gl orioug exanple in their detenoe.

It would be a rare honour to those who H111l draw

up our own Constitution that they should thus be described
by the denocratic comentator: and freedom activists of
our own age and of the future.
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It 13 a noving thing for us, that we, who

represent forces that have still to proclaimthat
freedon : day has conme, are today bei ng handed the baton
In the rate to liberty, at whose starting point, in
Phi | adel phia, stood the great nmen of whom the treed
sl ave, Frederick Dougl ass, spoke with such warnth and
charity of spirit.

But we would not be true to Frederick Dougl ass,

if we did not recall other things that this great
intellect and fighter for treedomsaid in the nane
address, a hundred and torty one years ago.

Frederi ck Dougl ass asked the poi gnant question

" Are the great principles or political treedom

and natural justice, enbodied in that Declaration of

| ndependence, extended to us? ...’
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Struck by an al nost pal pable grief, he went on to

say:
" The rich inheritance of justice, liberty,

prosperity and i ndependence, bequeathed by your tethers,
is shared by you, not by nme... This lourth July is youre,
not mne. You lay rejoice, | must nourn.

" Fellowoititens, eboVe your national

tumul tuous joy, | hear the noutntul wail of mllions..

Ky subject, then, fellowwitizens, is Anerican slavery. |
shal |l see this day and its popul ar characteristics tron
the el ave’ e point of view ’

This is perhaps the greatest chall enge we face as

we struggle for the new birth of treedom that none within
our country should in future proclaimthat justice,
liberty and prosperity are not shared by them as did
Frederi ck Dougl ass, the black enslaved end the wonen of
this country.

In the struggle for real change and a just peace,

we will have to overcome the terrible heritage 01 the
insult to human dignity, the inequalities, the conflicts
and antagonism that are the true expression of the
apartheid system
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To overcone themwe will have to succeed to build

one nation 1n,which :11 South Africans will be to one

anot her sister and brother, sharing a comobn destiny and
shorn o: the terrible curse of having to define thel eel ves
In racial end ethnic terns.

We nust therefore negotiate and agree

constitution an& a 3111 of Rights that are both truly
denocratic and fully guarantee the fundanental human
rights ot :11 our citizens.

We nust engage in the chall engi ng preceee of the
fundanental reconstruction or our country in all spheres
of human endeavour -

so that the liberation of both the oppressed end the
oppressor fromthe tyranny at raci smbecones tangible, the
equality at all, actual, and the recognition at the
dignity of every hunman being; real

so that the emanci pation 0! our people, for which you ello
struggl ed, becomes a maniteet and genui ne continuation -
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or what you sought to achi eve when you decl ared your

i ndependence, adopted your constitution, your 3111 of

Ri ghts and your civil rights instrunents;

of what you tried to realise when you wont to war tor the
unity of your country, the enencipotion of the slaves and,
| ater, the destruction of :esoisn;

so that our emanci pation becomes a nonifolt and genui ne
continuation o! the struggles you have waged,

when you have striven to attain what you thought and think
was and 1. just,

as you grappled with the reality 0: what 18 for untold
mllions, both inside and outside this country, but a
dream deferred -

the nultitudes that are hungry, honel ess and jobl ess;
deprived of access to good heelth and know edge;

caught in the web of violence, drug abuse and hopel ess

| despair;
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and stand at the city gates, with no other possibility to
make their voices heard than to put to the torch the rich
i nheritance which Frederick Dougl ass denounced, not

. beoause it was unworthy in itselt, but because it had
betrayed itself by excluding others who were as human as
those who were the beneficiaries of the vision of treedon
and prosperity to which this city is hair

You, the people: at the United States of America

and ot the world stood with us as we fought for our
political enmenoiyation. W urge you to stay the course
until freedomis won.

We call on you to invest in the new South Africa.

to share with us your expertise and technol ogy so that we
cone together in a joint venture that will produce the
nmutual Iy beneficial result of denbcracy, prosperity, peace
and stability for both our countries, friendship and
cooperati on between our peoples and enable us both to own
the liberation of South Africa as a common pri ze.
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STATEMENT OF THE PRESI DENT OF THE AFRI CAN NATI ONAL
CONGRESS. NELSON HANDELA. AT THE 1993 PHI LADELPHI A LI BERTY
MEDAL AHARD TRI BUTE LUNCHEON: PHI LADELPHI A. JULY 4t h.

1993.

Mast er of Corcnonies:

Honour abl e | eaders of the city of Philadel phia. of the
State of.Pennsylvunla and the Unitnd Statae;

Di stingui shed guests. |adies and gontl onun:

Ne havu net at this lunchnon both to cclobrata

tho Fourth of July and to got to know on. another.

I. for one, amboth delightld and inspired that

you, who conme fromso many wal ks of |ife and play such a
crucial role in tho 11f. of the people of this city. state
and country. havu boon willing to sacrificn your vacation:
so that u. could be together on an occasion such as this
one .

.12
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Tho Modal Ho shall rocoivo this afternoon would

have little meaning if it did not roprooont tho roa
peopl e of this country. pooplo whomuo could too. touch
fool and hour, pooplo whom we could al ways rononbor no
adherents of tho voluoo that are oncl poulotod in the

Phi | adel phia Liberty Nodal .

| know that anong you. thoro ore poopi o who

represent tho grassroots nmovonont for tho |iberation of
South Africa and tho brood onti-oparthoid novonont that
made thin country ono of tho principal orohitocto of our
conmm victory ogoinot oparthoid. To you oil. we extend

our humbi o oal uto.

| also know that anmong you. thoro oro oonb with

whom no difforod about tho woyo and noons of bringing
about ohongo in South Africa. but uho Iro roody to build a
now rol ationohip with tho now South Africa. on the correct
assunption that the now statue quo in our country wll
reflect tho boot that your own rovorod sons and daughtoro
stood and stand for.
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The creation of that now South Africa 15 going to

require that enornmous resources are nade avail able for
soci o-economc dlVIIOrent to inprov. the quality of life
of especially thl Slack mllion: who are deprived. once
sanctions are |iftod.

This 16 both inportant in itself and critical to

the very success of tha proccca of tho dcnocratic
transformation. of our country.

As you stand with us in tho continuing struggle

to and whit. mnority rulg. H trust that. by Invieting in
the new South Africa. building strong trade |inks.
cffocting technol ogy transforo and hol ping us with rognrd
to human resource dtvul opmont, you will make a significant
contribution to that new agenda of building a vibrant
econony and an |l quitablo. stable and peaceful society.

U. have Ilraady nmade this appeal to tho

gavurnncnt of tho Unltld Stltll. othcr nations who hlVi
the means to hclp. Il 9011 Il such nultilateral bodies as
the world Bank and the IMF and trust that they too wll
respond positively.
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He. for our part, cunnlt gursolvos and our people
to thu creation of thc dcnocratlc. non-racial and
non- aaxl st South Africa towards whoa. birth you have
contributed in many significant uuys. Tbgethlr u. will
Wi n!
Thank you.’



