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IITRODUCTX 0!!

least 130 people died In political violence in the

«etexnzltxbuzg area in the last year. 40 of these deaths

curred in the past month. Despite the (100de that have '

veeteted the city, the killings continue. There 13 no elgn that

:ey axe going to abate.

.e townships In and around Pletexnzltzburg axe gripped vlth

.az. The residents are in a permanent state 01 tension. People

e insecure, anxious, izuetxated. A sense of demonlisetlon end

upeleesness 1: seeping In. The killing: are clearly taking their

»11 on the community I3 I whole and are increasingly

:stabnlelng the city of Pletermxitzburg.

Ae overvhehalng majority of the violence 1: perpetrated by

IkathaLsuppoztlng vigilantes. They are responsible for what 15

etemlly u ‘Ielgn 0E tenox' 1n the townships. Their victims are

A: just UDP end COSATU members, but a substantial number of

:ople not linked to any political or trade union organisation.

Ire recently there has been a backlash {tom the community

:ainst the vigilante: and no doubt eynpathleer: of COSATU and

ae UDF, and others In the community have committed act: of

clence against Inkatha members. But It 1: beyond doubt that the

ln perpetrators of the violence are Inkatha—supportlng

gilantes and that they ate xesponslble for the escalation of

olence alnce August 1985.

16 document xecoxds the extent and eignlflcance of the

Dlence. It 13 eddzessed to the Pxess am! the wider publ 1c, both

Jth African and international. It aims to inform the public —

Is to motivate Important section: of it to intervene to halt

e Intensifylng violence that is tearing the townships of

;teznarltzburg apart. ~

ft 13 happening in Pletexmrltzburg reflects seriously on the.

Ispects of peace and stability in South African society as a
‘le. It epitomizes the civil war that 13 xavaglng thin country.

is thechorc of concern to all those who want to see a
.olution to the South Afxlcan conflict and the establishment of

.on-zaclal, democratic and just society in this country.

   
 

2. DX'IXCULTII.I ”CORDINO YRS VlDLiNCl

.xt u extremely euncun to uuve at an accurate oi complete '
Eisture of the .vxolence 1n. the townships. tone of the xenon:

2.1 People are irlghtened to tell

People are petrified. They feet to: their' lives If they axe to be
found out to be exposing the vlgllentee. so they are not prepared
to cone toxvatd end zepoxt on their activities, even when they'-'

or people close to them - have been direct victim of the

vigilante violence. People'have been texzoxlled into I sullen,

Itultliylng ellencer ‘ .

' 2.2 state of luxgency

The state of tmergency regulation: xeetxlct what can be

published. Police'pezmleslon often has to be sought (or the

publication of Information on the violence. Moreover, the Press

In highly reliant on the police to: information. The police are

obviously not providing the Pxess vlth~edequete information.

And It seems as 1: the police subsune cone of the vigilante

'Ittncke under the general crime late statistics, Instead of

_ xecozqulg then to: yhet they are. ‘ .

2-3 Role of the Press

~The newspapers haven't reported adefiuately on vhat is happening. -

There aeem to be a number of reason: for this: most of the

newspapers have committed themselves fully to the lndaba and that

night make then lees Inclined to expose the role of Inkatha

supporter: 1n the violence; there 1: also the thxeat of legal

action by Inkatha; and finally there have allegedly been cases of

reporters being intimidated by vigilante: 1n the townships, H

' they do not present a certain kind of picture.

2.‘ The Threat of Legal fictions

.Thete ate difficulties in identifying Inkatha vlth the violence

carded- out by Its supporters. Inkatha has been evez-xeady to

take legal action against those who dare to suggest that It has

been responsible for violence. several such legal cases are

pending at the moment. People are therefore very reluctant to

point to violence perpetrated by Inkatha euppoxtére.

2 3 5 Identification Problems

zen nonetlnen «mam to conciuuvely identifythe
petpetzatoxa of violence. they wear balaclavas. they are active

at night. lthey are sometimes total atrengexs’ not known to be ‘

"3119109 In the areas ‘In which they comlt their crimes. Bo-etl-ee
only the bodies of their victims are found; There is ab trace of i

- "h"? the killers are. ‘

 



 

,otflthetending the above dililcul'tiea, it in ce.iniy possibleto erriv: et a non accurate and complete picture of the natureVol the violence then has been provided :0 (er. This memorandumaim to do that. it is based on intensive legal end xeueaxch woxhthe put three
' people nuected by the Violence;

townships; report! ofnnze-t .onitoxring agencies; and press reports. Despite thin, thetragic truth in that nobody a: yet has a complete picture oi theeaten] nunbexs killed or injuxed. .

J. IXTBNT 07 TH] VIOLBNCI

(letter to lcho,
over 70 people have been killed by vigilante: since the beginningof the year. A large number of these have been members of the UDFInd COSATU or have been associated with our oxganiuations in ‘oneway or another. Many haVe been relatives of COSATU or UDF -activists who were killed because the intended target was not

also been people who simplyget in the way, or whose sole ‘cxime' it was thatthey refused to join Inkatha.

been systematically obscured by press and police reports_ as 'faction lighting"_ or cinp'ly:3 I fight between DD? and Inkatha fox 'texritoxy'. 1n thetocess, the role and culpability 0f the vigilante: has been~ampletelly obscured.

1e picture usually presented is that of random violence, oi one
killing off another.
is somehow in thekill and murder without reason. Thin is for

follow: the betting up of progressiveructu‘rea or the launching of campaign: by 9:6gzessive

 

'- ‘JJ Aftermath of Sermoi steyawey and consumer boycotts

 

‘oxgeniutions. The aim is clear. it in to prevent the growth of
these organisations. it ie to stamp out all non-inketh-a political
activity. the tollovinq axe some examples in point:

I-.. the tint acts of organised vigilante Vyioience in the
'- Pietexuzitxbuxq etc: can bevtnced hack to the organisation of
5-"

.

the Jul 10 eta away and consumer boycott in support of the
nMHCOLyworheuyin 1905. At the aene time, the UDF-etiilieted
Inhali civic Association was towed and had begun to take up I
cemiqn against evictions. The response ot-the vigilante: was
to attack Robert puma, the. Chaixpexeon of the imbali Civ c u"
Maociation and burn his house. A week later, inketha euppg:1e
urched on Federal 'i’heologicai Seminary and demanded that
seminary vacate the buildings and property.

' 4.1.2 1986 Christmas against the Emergency ceinpaign

he U0? andTo ether with the South African Council of Churches, t
coguu launched the 'Chrietms against the Bnezgency' Campaign in

ted toDecember last ear. in Pietermzitzburg people were a:
switch off theylighta in their homes for an hour on the night of

liDecenbex 16. The Pxess reported that about so\ of lube
residents did so. The vigilante: responded by stoning houies
which had their lighs off and attempting to force people 0
switch on their lights. _ .

{.13 stayavay against the Hay 1987 election:

. A hugely pucceasful etayaway against the white elections took
he bu:lace on Na 5 and 6 this year. The vigilante: held t

grivetn xesgonsible to: its success. Buses were stoned and
drivers were attacked. 1n the Haswazini area, this happened

" allegedly at the instigation of the Induna, Ntombela. The drivers
are members of the COSM'U—atfiliated Transport and General

:‘Hoxt'eze Union-

3: The conflict between the vigilante: and bus drivers is still
_'si.ezin9. .

‘- IJJ Progressive organization must be rooted out '

The increase in violence in recent month: i: in many nee:
tures in the'cleerl a re: onse to the establishment of struc

:‘tomuh¥ps by gxhgtesaive organisations. For example on Hay 5 this
‘2 year, the Sweetvaten Youth Organisation (SYO) was towed at I
‘ meeting attended by about 60 people. Uhiie this .eetinq we in
1 progress it van attacked by members of the inketha Youth Brigade.
" The following day the 620 had another neetinq which was alto
disbanded when Inketha aupportére approached. Due to these

‘ in the’th te nenbere o! the organisation stayed in hiding up
} nozzzninn. when they came down the mountain that evening the
?:figxoup van fired on by unknown people driving a Comb] Owned by‘Hz
-.~‘.‘.?babetba, en UWSA nenbex. A nunbex of Ho penbezo suffered  
 



 

v e

bullet vounds. Dent Nguhane, vho had been elected’o the (HO

conlttee, died as e xelult oi bullet and multiple stab wounds:

1t lelno coincidence e’lthex that vlgllante activity In the

Vullndlele ezel hue Increased drastically following the foxmtlonx

9! the mm: youth Congress, the Hvelenl Youth Congress and other

9p? Itxuctuxee.

421.5 UDF Delbezn lust leave the township

Thelvlgllante'e have consistently threatened UDF and COSATU

seabexu vlth violence 1! they do not leave the townships. ln

Bepteuhez 1935, for example, the families of several UDF

Ictlvlate ln lnhall sought a legal intexdlct against Mr Abdul

Avethe and 9 other lnkatha members, for threatening the tanllles

Vlth violence 1! they did not leave the area.

A aln beloze June 16 last yearja pamphlet issued In the name of

Ightha called upon all UDF members In tubal! and Damhuza Road to

leave the area. According to I Press report (Echo 22/5/86) Hr

Hvellee, the lvalulu Assistant Urban Representative denied any

knowledge of the pamphlet but added that its existence was

brought to his attention. 'l Has not inforned before it was

drafted. I called Joseph Hahaso this morning to my office and

asked hlu about it and he agreed that he knew all about 1t,‘

explained Hz Hvelase.'Joseph Hahaso 15 the xegional organiser ot

the 'lnkatha touth Brigafie.

4.2 Yotced Recruitment and Hobilieation

The drastic Increase in violence in recent weeks in clearly

linked to a concerted forced recruitment drive by lnkatha

supporters in zany areas. In the Bdendale area, this began to he

stepped up from early September. If people do not join Inkqtha

they Ire warned to leave the townships or they will he assaulted

and their houses burnt down. The following are among the many

“nee: that can be cited:

4.2.1 In the ngagva area there have been a number of attacks on

people who refused to join lnkatha. On Sunday 6 September

1987 Hllndva chembu was stabbed, allegedly by an lnkatha

nenhez, apparently because he had not been at an Inkatha

meeting and had not joined the oxganlsatlon. Similarly

Bheklthenba Richard Halembe was eezlously assaulted around

'the 15th September allegedly by a qzoup of lnkatha members.

He van taken to the lnduna's house where 'the lnduna

insisted that I joln lnkatha, or face continued assaults.

utald to: my lite, I agreed to :oln lnkntha.‘

..2.2 In the zveetvaters area, Chief tonal hnz allegedly been

' involved In Hany attenptfl to ccerce people to join Inkatha.

According to an affldavlt by a COSATU czganlaex, the Chle!

told him that he could not live in the name htea an a

COSATU nan. In a latex meeting the Chief 'tqld me that he

5 ' j

 

only VI tvo Inaveu. Uould I join lnketha end vbuld I
leave u.-

. In anothex Incident 1n Sweetvatere, Aaron Bhekahantu hpulo
. _ _-‘ v:- Iutdexed on October I 1907,:11egedly by a mob of '

~- ththa unheu. One of the leadeu o! the mob vented to \
know 'vhy he did not come to ioln Inhtha It our .eetlng.‘

'- ’ - G.?.J In the uxevood end slnathlng uees It vas xepoxted that I
~- nan Va: lnvadtng houses at night and trying to toice people

to joln lntatha. According to the Natal Vltnesa (3/9/07)
residents nald that he had forced people to sign papers and
give hh I as Joining fee. A number of people had been hurt '
during his house calla, they eald. They reported that he
intimidated them by flung shots Into the .1! vhlle waning
In the streets. The city'u Kvalulu HP m V. Ndlovu eeld
that na-one vas.euthoxlaed -to 90 houne-to-honee recruiting
people (or lnkatha. V '
such denials have, however, not halted the practice.

    
      

 

r , L , VIM!..nam'
5 $32.35 the... “ex v1.1 1.,1191: .c» anwalwfhe,xtgfizlwente‘: tn: 1:; g

:1 5; dwfpjiagpie gittclpate :etlzily, 1n kaetha ecttvltlem-H they.
:- :I.I__ 7:} V en as a a n at the are e ‘V
:‘ I- .a'mlr,\t/rlrges. ' g. y _ecxetly harhggrflng VD?

' _:‘"’:2.4 In the already cited case hf. Bheklthenha halenbe (tom
~11,"- 4- Mgvagva, for example, he was approached by a number of
i4 r- vlgllantes shortly after joining. 'The group demanded that
z: -. j I join their group and participate In an Inkatha match. I
=; Informed them that a: a result of their attack I was still

too veal and 111 to larch with them. They threatened he,
took my trousers and departed.‘

i

 

_};Vhat emerges clearly I: that the community 1: being tertozleed
..Jnto joining lnkatha and participating in lta‘ actlvltlen. Either
.,they join or they leave the townships. If they do neither, they
'8;d:::.heln9 assaulted or killed and having their houses burnt
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:V‘.‘ The notion of -'o .A vn tezrlt "hf? coupletg control cry and the attempt to gain

2‘ .

' ‘0nce the vigilante: have claimed - texxltoxy la 'thelze" they do“0". tolerate the presence ofu not part of u: . “Y "93"”"1" °‘ ”MVNPH that
:‘mke this quite ciarsom Of the incident, “1"“)! lefezzed to
’aro: - “0?? the any other: that can he citedt\

'

,

3.4.33.1 In August 1985 the Federal rheological Benlnary (72083)!) in{nball van Identified by lnhatha supporters .5 being
hostile' to lnkatha, .3 the Seminary had given refuge to a< number 02 people who had fled attacks. On Sunday August 25

z o :2. '-»‘ V ' - 6
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I large group of armed inketha umber», including the HP
(or Inbaii, Hr V. Ndlovu, the layer, Hr Patties, the
lnletha Chairman of Inbaii, Hr Ben Jeie and others mrched
up to redeem and told the Seminary to vacate the buildings \
and grounds by friday, August 30 tailing which 'thinga
could get worse“. The Seminary was granted an urgent
interdict against Patties and Ndiovu. - -

in January 1987 in Ashdovn, there was a full acale clash
betwengsembers‘ of the Inkatha Youth Brigade and the Young
BuCCaneere, a soccer club. A star player of this .club had
been associated with the UDF in the past and so was
attacked by vigilantes. when other players and supporters
of the club came to his defence, the whole soccer club was
viewed :5 being 'hostlle' to Inkatha.

This notion of 'our territory" is poignantly captured in
this statement from Lucky Gumede:

'Sonetlhc in June this year Andriee etated that Alaon,
Bheki and I should join inkatha. He stated that we did not
want to join. He stated that we were 00? members, the

1 reason for us not wanting to join. He then started

swearing. Sometime in July, Andriea informed he that since

they were Xnkatha members and we were UDF Ienbera we were

not allowed to go into their territory. They drew a

dividing line that we ,were not allowed to‘croas. They said

that i! we ever dared to cross the line they would shoot

us. Ve never ever ventured across the line. They however,

need to come to our side and interfere with us.‘

The converse to the definition of a certain area as 'our

territory' in the definitlon of other area: as 'not our

territory'. Such area: then become subject to 'invaslons' and

atte-pte to 'take them over'.

5.3.4 In the last few weeks we have seen a number of attacks

 

launched from areas which the vigilante: have claimed as

their cm into those areas where people have refused to

~join Inkatha. Such clashes have taken place for example

between vigilante: from Harewood and residents from the

surrounding parts of Edendale. It was due to theec attacks

that 'defence units' have been set up in various areas.

Residents who refuse to submit to Inkatha have had to

organise themselves. A: a result oi thin Efiendale has now

beco-e 'zoned' into 'Inkatha area:' and '01)?" areas.

Another case, which fortunately did not and violently was a

march in Harch 1986 by armed Inkatha nenbers through

aobantu township in which anathu has no overt support.

According to‘ Hike Tarr,‘ then PIP MP for Pietermritzburq

South, 'it would not have taken much to: violence to have

broken out at the narch' (Natal Uitneea 10/3/86) .
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cr nah progressive organiaat ion .

CJ The enerqence o! 'wariords'

closely linked to this notion ‘of 'our territory? and complete

control over it in the energence of what are effectively

'warlorda'. Certain key figures can be identified with such of

the violence in each area. These are people known to be lniutha

ne-bero and officials. They expect total obedience to then end

their organisation. Their prestige seem to derive from their

'exploita' .

Residents of the townships report that this war lord phenomenon

is proving to be highly deetabiliainq. Violent act: are openly

carried out by armed groups that are identified with intatha by

othera' in the community. This has led to incident: of retaliation

against ordinary Xnkatha members. Such blow—for-blov escalation:

of violence could have been halted if the police had taken

decisive action against these warlords and their gangs. Vhy such

groups can continue to function for so long raises very serious

question: about the role of the police. in these circumstances it

In little wonder that people become frustrated and move outside

the law. . g v.-;>

0.5 The violence fits into a national pattern

It ia'clear that the violence In the townships of
Pieter-aritzburg in not random. It represents a systematic

campaign of destabiliaation of progressive organisations. It i:

also the result of a major forced recruitment drive into inkatha

of entire communities in certain area.

The systematic rather than random nature of the violence is

suggested also in the way the vigilante phenomenon in the

townships of Pietermritzburg fits into a broader regional and

national pattern. is it simply a coincidence that the first

vigilante attacks in Pietermaritzburg occurred in August 1965, at

the time that vigilante attacks in other parts of the country

were stepped up and the first State of Emergency was being put

into operation?

Again, 13 it simply a coincidence that the vigilante attacks in
Pieterlnaritzburg tailed off during the first few months of the
second state of emergency - and at a time when vigilante attacks
nationally were in a state of lull?

We find it difficult to believe that it was simply coincidental.
This together with the alleged complicity of the police in
vigilante violence (see 5.3 below) makes us believe that what our
organisation: and members have experienced locally in elnply part
of the broader attempts of the state and conservative forces to

3  
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I‘Ipxcxrxc IIATURIS or 7H: VIOLENCE

eIIdII the geneXIl trends In the vIolence IdentIIIed In 4 above,

hexc Ixe I nunbex oI IpecItIc feature: to It. ' .

21~Lootlng Ind general thuggexy

(hr of the vIgIIInte IttIcla have been IcconpanIed by

ootInq Ind theft. BonetI-ee people Ixe Iseaulted to: no IppIzent

IIIon. lone examplea_Include:

.1.1 It hIn been Illeqed In the legal IctIon Ignlnet BIchlzo

“ Sula heIrd on 3 hovenbex 1981 In PIetetnarItzhutq, that

IntIthI nenbexe Ittched the MkhIze household on BItudey

J.10.I7 It anht. The group enaahed vIndovs and thereafter,

Illegedly removed the entIxe contents of the house. The

KkhIze cow was dragged off to the soccer IIeId Ind

I11e9edly shot by SIchIzo tuna (the alleged leader of the

.InkItha Youth Bngade In Harevood). The cow was slaughtered

Ind the neat v35 purportedly brought back to EIchIzo'I

house where Ienhexa of Inkatha and others had I feast.
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,r N In I legal IctIon IgaInet ChIef zuna of Slangspruit lodged

In the Pieternazitzbuzg Supreme Court on 3 November 1901 It

I? - In'Illeged that a vIgIlante attack took place on H: Themba
13 Kunene's house In Slangapqut In June 1987. Kunene'u

{E tuckshop v3: ransacked Ind grocexIee, a 1Irge sum of money,

11 I 931: of shoes and a new axe had been taken. It In alleged

; that tune, an Inkatha member was zesponsIble tor thIe.

3.1.3 People are simply assaulted In the streets of the township

" ~fox no Ipparent reason. A typIcal case In that of Hz

RIchatd KhanyIle of InbalI. The 'Echo' reported (6/3/86)

that he was driving In Zlkhali Road In ImbalI at about

. 7.15pm when he encountered a group 0

-’ '1 stopped the car as there was no way to pass. Then,

3 7 vIthout eaylng I word, one 0! them came otzalght to n: and

" knocked my vIndscxeen vIth I ‘nulkeI' (bolted atIck). The

r. Inkatha Xouth Bngade Has havIng a match In the township at

' >tblt tI-e.

; H In bIe comment on these IncIdents, Hx V.V. Hvelase, KvaZulu

' AaeIatant Uxban Representative urologlsed to member: of the

community who fell victim to elenmntu vbIch he described as

'bloodthlzsty' (Echo 6/3/86). 'After Investigating the

complaints I have found that youth members did accompany

their colleagues In the township and somehow unruly

elenents joined the Iazch and caused pxobIems.

In I statement attributed also to H: Hvelase In April of

thIs at he aIn comments on the thug element: 'ouz

oxgan¥§ation hi3 grown no‘nuch that It has been Inflltrated

»' ' by none thugs and mad people who go and disrupt schoole.‘

' (Echo 16/4/67) 
 

53.- ' -V

,"=.:The number 0! o’ealona where such 'thdg Ilehentl' Ize llnted to

_’ Inlethe IctIvItIes In It beet dIaquIetIng, but quely Inch

$_prIInItIona cannot be endlessly Iccepted.

‘5 §.2 IntIthI Involvement

5.!t II cleIr beyond.xeauonahle doubt that lntIthI Ierexe Ixe
':centtIIIy Involved In the tovnehlp violence. It In IIIo evIdent

‘ :‘thlt I lot of the vIolence I: designed to deectly benefIt

:iIntItha - paxtIcuIIrly the Ittenpte to force people to onn the
-fongnIIItIon. The link between the vIoIence Ind the oxganIeItIon

a.II, however, I lot clearer than that. In I number of IncIdenta,

Elk" lntIthI nenhexe vexe deectly InplIceted;

n;:§5.2.1 In the larch on redeem, the Kvalulu HP for libel!”
H: v. Idlovu end the lnkatha ChaItpexson Ben Jele were

present and played Important roles.

U! N e N

,
. In I number of IncIdente oi IntIIIdItIon In the VulIndIelI

area, the traditional Inkatha IeadetehIp were In the

onetxont. For example In ngagva the Induna Hshayena
Hhanjvg has been ImplIcated In attempts to IntI-Idate

people to onn lnkutha. chIef ZondI ha: I130 been deectly
IIplIceted. . ' - - .-. '

AccordIng to IIIIdIvItI lodged In I legal IctIon In the

PIeter-azltzburg Supreme court on 3 November 1907, the

t Indnna oi uasvazInI, Ntombela has Ilao been Involved In I

number of cases of vIolence, IntIIIdatIon and murder.
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315.2.4 1n SlangspruIt the Intatha chIeI of the Ixea, lama, has
v-é. Illegedly been Involved In I number of IncIdenta o!

.‘ 3 vIolence. The allegatIons are contIIned In I legal IctIon

kgj. _; lodged In the PIetexnarItzhurg Supreme court on 3 Noverez

;;3“ . 1987. '
355.2.5 The lnkatha Youth BrIgade chief of the Harevood area,
“3% . -SIchIzo tuna has also been allegedly Involved In numerous

Afi; act: of vIolence. These allegations Ixe contaIned In the
(4; :: Ibove'nentloned legal ICEIOD.‘ '

4.
Igzhe 1Iet could be extended.1 a

F jive would contend that certaIn of the polItIcal posItIon: Idopted
‘szy Intatha and the KwaZulu government have conthbutcd to the
§§kInd_of cllnate that make: for attack: It I local level."
getItenente made by eenIor members of the KwaZulu government Ind
IlnkIthI, Ind I number of steps taken by the [valulu government

'Trzndlcqte the same desIre to exercise complete contrbl over
iizbeix‘ texxItozy that chaxIctezIeea vIgIIInte leaders It I local

un::‘-”
“'Dt Buthelezl In on record (Natal VItneee 20/12/05) In IIyIng that

, ,‘be'vpuld dIn-Ian KvaZulu civil servants who worked vlth the
' UnItId_DI-OCXItIc Front.. . / ' '

' gnothex glIxIng example II the 'loya1ty pledge' thch tIIchexI

u~Ihd naaICIl Itudente Ixe reqqued to Ian. Accodeng to I leekly
4
§§?Il,fiepott (16/1/07) teIchexI It one Ichool In Idenaelo vex.
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Ienbexe ol

:eld that Iweluln d:

:ntetha.- w
d not need teechexn vho Vere not

e

'exthexnoxe, 1t shbuld be

Illllnq to nee detention without trial and banning: against the

JD! and 31.11.: ozqnnleetlone In the central state ie. It needs

lulu banned the student organisation

:0 be te-enbexed that Ive only recently

EOSAS long before the central government did. And

in the press that the KvaZulu police had detained

then Buthelezl demanded that the right to lasue {xxearn licences

ded over to Ivalulu, he,

3nd control over police stations be hen
~'x am talking here ebout

justified the xequeet In these terms,

the need that there 1: for the xvaZulu governnent end the IvaZqu

police to be put In a position t6 eradicate the kind of brutality

that 13 nov inhexent 1n intimidatoxy politics and particularly

for the black communtty to be in a position to pxotect themselves

{10: such brutality within the 13v.‘ (weekly Hall 13/3/87) This

statement is completely silent about the intimidatoxy tpctxcs and

brutality of the Inhatha supporting vigilantes, who axe, 1n (act

the Idiot perpetrators of violence In the region.

It also 11nd: In ominous echo 1n the recent demand by the local

that Pletermarltzbuzg
police etatlons be handed

over to Kualnlu government COntrol (Ueekly Max] 30/10/87).

5.3 Police complicity

'Anothex striking feature of the violence 1: the dlxect and

indirect eupport of certain policemen (or the vigXIantee.

Residents have persistently complained that police do not act

against the vigilante: even when they are Identified as being

police are also ateused of

zeeponsible fox the attacks. The

refusing to ptovlde piotectlon tor the residents against the

refuse to intervene at

'vlgllente attacks. In fact, they allegedly

times In clashes between the vigilante: and residents. And in

some cases they have been identified by zealdent: to have

actually participated in the attacks together with the

jlgllantee. Some examples:

5.3.1 It has been alleged in recent court documents filed in the

' ‘VEPSetetnaxltzbuxg
Supzeue Court that in or about June 1987,

-d‘ ,: 1n slengspxult,
and tuclehop were

?u ' F attacked. Intatha lead
e named as the

ough the event: had

basements. It was claimed that th
and notwithstanding that

';- 1 ex three month: ago,

had been made to the police naming those

the nctlon had been taken thus tax.

§€i&3.xeeponslble,

523:2 Additional court papers £5ied,:n the onae action utete that

1"' 7- in or about June 1987, agaln'tn llnngeprult, Joseph

,
O leit 101 dead, appnxently

'i;~nlph1ve fladebe was aeeeulted In

ii' f'by a gang of Inketha nembeze. Despite charges havtng been

it was eeeerted that thexe

1 tiled against three individuals,

...-

.1;

5;"‘— . ~ 11 ,‘

noted that the Kvnzuln government la n; \

'5.3.3

‘ children, Buelzve, tan

' lelbex of the Security Branch. Indeed, it was claimed that

declared St was juetttied I3 being neceeeexy 1n oxdex to

 

-'then called the Inkatha members and told them to beat us.'

 

van neither an effective lnveethetlon or any prosecution

of those xeeponelble. Indeed, 1t van tuzthex clel-nd that

be potential vltneeeee to.the exile had yet been I

Interviewed by the police. \

in another Slengeprult Incident, the report of which van

net tozth In the legal action, It van Ille ed that Bergeent

lene of the Pleesle eex Police Station, xe used to take a

ltetelent tron the victim, Hr: Hakhoeezena Hadebe, and

advised the complainant that her best course was to join

Jntlthe.

1n the flarevbod,exea there.!e concrete evidence linking

slchlzo tuna to unlawful activities, yet police have held

bin and then released him shortly thereafter.

in a number of Instances the pullce were called while an

attack van in progress, but they either did not arrive It

all, or only arrived after the event. for example on

October e 1987 the house of Willie Hpulo aged 49 was

attacked, allegedly by Xnkatha, end his eon nhekebantu

luxdexed. while the attack was In progress one of Hpulo‘a

to the Hilton police station to net

£0! neeletnnce. Help van promised, but never .tzlved.

Policemen attacked youth in the ngagua area. On September

6 1907 SAP member Dumleanl Ngvengve allegedly participated

in an attack on Hgvaqva youth, while In May SAP Ienbcz

Sampson ubanjva allegedly assaulted a youth.

According to a statement, on 6 August during an attack by

Inkatha members on a group of 'conxadee' 1n the Nhlezatehe

area I number of policemen lntezvened: “They drew fire ext:

and chased nu. One of these police vans loaded in the

Intatha people and eleo chased us. The police cornered us

and oxdexed us to get into the waiting police van. They

It has also been reported that slangsprult inkatha leader

tuna was alleged to have been given a firearm by Vazber, a

Vhen tuna was arrested for crimes against Themba Kunene, I:

set forth In paragraph 5 1 2 above he van Inned. . latel

xeleaaed after officer Vatber lntetceded on hiu behal{.

Police bias is also reflected in the use of cue: enc

regulation: to detain people. when the energencyqvn:y

'xeduce the level of violence In the tovnahl 'p: . The fact

however, is that in the Pieter-axltzbnrg situation, no 5

Inknthe Ienbet ox vigilante hll, to our knowledge over beeh

detained. I contrast on: 0: enleation- 'I): I0

under the qullente onslaught nleo had to leg. €h:.::{;'

brunt of .uezqency rule. In the Midlands oxen IOlklhlnq

llle 20g peeple llnhed to our oxgenleetlone vex. detained

12  



 

-' -at none stage or another — including the Secretary 0! the

' Natal Hidiands UDF, lkhunbuzo quenya who was tept in

detention {or twelve months. Altred Ndiovu, the COSM'U

Regional Chairperson is at present detained

:«s;
‘Uo-laa) that it is a reasonable and inescapabie conclusion that

-th‘e violence that has becone so much part of everyday life in the

_:tovnships has largely been the result 0! a systematiqlttenpt to

~‘s-ash our organisations. In the process life in the tovnships has

“fine: a nighmxe for the ordinary residents.

hlh. co-inq to this conclusion, we do not wish to dispute that

:unbexs of our organisation have been involved in acts of

'-‘Violence. Nevertheless the evidence points to the [act that the

lion's share of the violence can be directly credited to the

‘quillntes and the failure of the police to intervene or prevent

'-!nzther violence. furthermore, in a situation'vhere our‘

‘Iacnbership feels and has evidence to believe that the police is a

-.good deal less than sympathetic to the victims of vigilante

,z'attacks, it I: hardly surprising that people are starting to take

._t_he lav into their ovn hands and retaliating in kind.

-_341'Cohflict is generated by a lack of democracy

the bloodletting in Pietermritzburg is

process in South Africa. In a situation

their popular support,

3 which do not have

6 to impose themselves on

'j The underlying reason (or

f the lack of a democratic

..vhere organisations do not have to prove

, It is possible for conservative‘ grouping

flbiGnificant popular support to emerge an

.'_I_t_h'e population ,
t r .

”1 Because their political message is more palatable to official

it seems that

gcircles than that of their more 'radical' rivals,

>the police are Vining to turn a blind eye to E'CIDC of their

1' V.
.;c0etcive practices. in this situation any kind of resistance to

— -thsel,9roupings viii launch a spiral of violence.

535‘..-(1K.‘,: ' .

31'}? bore they lose the support of the population due to the use

{"88 fotce, the sore desperate they become and the more willing

gateyfiare to resort to force to bolster their political position.

”'1 '

arhe scppzession of information due to the state of Emergency

,lColpounds the situation, because those people who vouid have the

‘plnfluence to curtail the coercive activities of these groups do

ltg‘not have accurate information at their disposal. Consequently

{J’t’g’ey-ax‘e blinded by their politica} sympathy for these groups.

p a, s .

I

s':Ev'i’hi:'zoau1t is the ti'nd o! polarihatlon and escalating conflict '

”tbltflva‘have scan [in the Piatozmrit;bu.g area.
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{312 how can peace be established?

-F- v
3» feel that it vould be dishonest ind futile to talk about a

' _.':'asolution oi the conflict vithout concrete 'steps being taken to

fulllinate the vigilante phenomenon. Peace cannot be established

qtn-a situation where every attempt on out part to organise or to

§_c§waiqn ls torcibiy disrupted. It also cannot be established in

- {vi climate vhere attacks on our .e-bership are actually

Lfightansitied.

U

a on our umber:

:ZKOnr'oxganisations believe in peace. We have cane

"..-“_to use utmost restraint and to use legitimate net

~“Titl'ef‘ence. lie also accept the principle that peace can be

But it is crucial that any

xfixatJlitated by talks and negotiations.
a situation where varlords

fldgtaepent reached will be lasting. In

‘Lare‘ allowed to act tteely, vhere forced recruit-ent takes place

ind Were it is difficult for us to report back adequately to our

‘Tébmtituency, no agreement would last. such a [allure of

megotiations would be disastrous.

effigy: ‘
iiVihv of this, we feel that a climate needs to be created in

This requires the

- gafiith heaningful talks could take place.

.i’glhtaxVention of everybody who is genuinely concerned about peace

.lnd’tbe prospects of building a better society.

3 . .an-

    

- R33$2.1 for the Press this means exposing the truth ‘0! what is

1,13“: ‘1 ‘ happening in our townships.

-T2‘.‘3i2.2 For the Police this means to stop harassing our

fling. organisations and to start to take action agains

» e: ~’. culprits;
.

" *3 Fox organised business it is necessary to take note of the

and to consider whether

" §§~ .‘ltacts presented in this Ienorandun,

‘ ' '
sations 113: Inkatha is

blind political support for organi

in their interests or in the interests of the wider

community. Business should also note that the kind of

.: Lpressures their workers have been subjected to are also not

- 1 Vin their interests.
a

1.2.‘ for Intatha it means to start taking concrete steps to

1,51». discipline those Vho are guilty of the violence.

:5 Furthermore it means to open up the space to: other

": organisations to exist and to campaign.

t the real

        

  

natitxbnrq has long ago

tion cannot be resolved

of peace in the

, .1 _ ‘

- utiebelicve that the situation in Pieter

i;.xeaehed crisis proportions. If the situa

-here, it reflects very dimly on the prospects

gagion or indeed the country as a whole.‘.

.»r_
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