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INTRODUCTION

- least 130 people dled in political violence in the

etermaritzburg area 1n

the last year. 40 of these deaths

‘curred in the past month. Despite the floods that have
vastated the city, the killings contlinue. There is no sign that

ey are going to abate.

e townships in and around Pletermarlitzburg are gripped with
‘ar. The residents are in a permanent state of tension. People
‘e insecure, anxious, frustrated. A sense of demoralisation and
.pelessness is seceping in. The killings are clearly taking thelrx
11 on the community 2s a whole and are increasingly

-stabllising the clty of Pletermaritzburg.

.6 overwvhelming majority of the violence is perpetrated by

\katha-supporting vigilantes.

They are responsible for what is

‘texally o “reign of terroxr® in

the townships. Thelr viciims are
but & substantial number of

) t UDP and COSATU membezs,
:cpgz‘not linked to any political or trade union organisation.

,xre recently there has been a backlash from the community

ainst the vigilantes and no doubt sympathisers of COSATU and
e UDF, and others in the community have committed acts of

clence against Inkatha members. Butl it 1s beyond doubt that the
in perpetrators of the viclence are Inkatha-supporting
gilantes and that they are xesponsible for the escalation of

olence since August 1985.

i1s document yecords the extent and significance of the
vlence. It 1s addressed to the Press and the wider public, both

sth African and international. It alms to inform the publlc -
as to motivate important sectlions of 1t to Intervene to halt
- intensifying violence that is tearing the townships of
:termaritzburg apart. :

"t s happening in Pletermaritzburg reflects seriously on the
»spects of peace and stabllity 1n South African soclety as a
2le. It epltomizes the civil war that is ravagling this couniry.
is therefore of concern to all those who want to fee a

olution to the South African conflict and the establichment of
on-racial, dewmocratic and just sociely In this country.
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2. DI"?ICULTII.II RECORDIKG THSE VIOLfNCl

3t is extremely G1ificult to arrive at an accurate or complete -

pPicture of the .violence in the townships. Some 0of the reasons
are: '

4.1 People are !rlghtened to talk

People are petrified. They fear for thelir lives {f they aze to be
found out to be exposing the vigilantes. 8o they sre not prepared
to come forward and report on their activities, even when they -
or people close to them - have been direct victims of the
vigilante violence. People -have been terrorised into a sullen,

stultifying silence..
2.2 State of Emergency

The State of Emergency regulations restrict what can be
published. Police permission often has to be sought for the
publication of information on the violence. Moreover, the Press
is highly reliant on the police for information. The police are
obviously not providing the Press with adequate information.
"And it seems as if the police subsume some of the vigilante
attacks under the general crime xate statistics, instead of

. xecording them for what they are. - |

2.3 Role of the Press

- The newspapers haven't reported adeguately on what 1s happening.

There secem to be a number of reasons for this: most of the
nevspapers have committed themselves fully to the Indaba and that
might make them less inclined to expose the role of Inkatha
supporters in the violence; there 1s also the threat of legal
action by Inkatha; and £inally there have allegedly been cases of
reporters being intimidated by vigllantes in the townships, if

" they do not present a certain kind of picture. '

r

2.4 The Threat of Legal LActions

. There are difficulties in identifying Inkatha with the violence
carried out by its supporters. Inkatha has been ever-ready to
take legal action against those who dare to suggest that 1t has
been responsible for violence. feveral such legal cases are
pending at the moment. People are therefore very reluctant to
point to violence perpetrated by Inkatha supporters.

2:5 1dentification Problems

It is sometimes Adif£ficult to conclusively identify the
perpetrators of violence. They wear balaclavas. They are actlve
@t night. They are sometimes total strangers not known to be
.diving in the areas ‘in which they commit their Ccrimes. Bometimes
only the bodles of their victims are found. There is no trace of .

- who the killers are.




otwithstanding the above Glffliculties, it i» cc.inly possible
to arrive at a more éccurate and complete picture of the nature

:{ th: violence than has been provided so far. This memorandum
on;:tto Co that. It is based on intensive legal and research vork
oy eken over the Past three weeks. It is tased on legal

avits from a wide range of people affected by the violence;

intexrviews carrled out with
people in the tovnships: reports of
tnrest monitoring 8genclies; and press Teports. Deip;te fhin, the

traglic truth 1s that nobody as yet ha
sctoal numbers killed or lnjures, o Tocte Plcture of the

J. EXTENT OF THE VIOLENCE

Bupporting vigllantes. while it cannot be denied that a number of

Inkatha menders have lost thelr lives - V.V. Nvelase ¢
Assistant Urban Representative glives a figqure of 16 k!?;eg‘.{?mlu
(letter to Echo, October 15 1987) - our figures indicate that
Over 70 people have been killed by vigilantes since the beginning
©f the year. a large number of these have been members of the upr

&round. A suobstantial nunbexr have also bdeen

people who simpl
happened to get in the Way, Or wvhose sole ®crime™ it was tga{
tb_ey refused to Join Inkatha. Ll

_In fact, our towvnships have become a battleground with the
vigilantes on the one side and everybddy else who refuses to bow
t‘olfheir dictates on the other. Thls central fact has,' we

:1:! ;ve, bDeen Bsystematically obscured by press and police reports
“hich have labelled the conflict as "faction fighting” or simply
3 & f£ight between UDF and Inkatha for “territory™. In the
rocess, the rxole and Culpabllity of the vigllantes has been

e plictur Y :
5 € USually presented §s= that of random violence, of one

-Up of people erbltrari] :
| Y and alrlessly killing of
© iwplication has Eocetimes been that it {n zo;eﬁo:’ 31320:;1:1'-

* violence Usvally follows the pett] "
oy NG UPp 0f progreas!y
‘uctures or the launching of Campalgns by ;‘rrégrc;sivc !

=
.“F*_F R— . —— - s s . - Tl -
- .

organisations. The alm i» clear. It is to prevent the grovth of
these organisations. It is to stapp out all non-Inkatha political

.activity. The folloving are some examples in point:
- 4.1.1 Aftermath of Farmcol Gtayavay and consumer boycotts

The firet acts of organised viglilente violence in the
Pletermaritzburg area can be traced back to the organisatlon of

- the July 18 stayawvay and consumer boycott in support of the

ol

" BARMCOL workers in 1985. At the same time, the UDF-affiliated

Imbali Civic Assocliation was formed and had begun to take up a

campalign against evictions. The response of the vigilantes was
‘to attack Robert Duma, the Chalrperson of the Imball Clvic
" Association and burn his house. A week later, Inkatha supporters

marched on Federal Theological Seminary and demanded that the
seminary vacate the bulldings and property.

. 4€.1.2 1986 Christmas against the Emergency campaign

Together with the South African Councll of Churches, the UDF and

. COBATU launched the “Christmas against the Exexrgency" Campalign |

. DeCember last year. In Pletermaritzburg people were asked to
switch off the 1ights in thelr homes for an hour on the night of
December 16. The Press reported that about 90V of Imball
resldents d1d so. The viglilantes responded by stoning houses
which had thelr lighs off and attempting to force people to

swvitch on thelir lights.

n

4.1.3 Stayawvay atjalnst the May 1987 elections

' A hugely pucgessful atayaway against the white elgctions took
Place on Hay S and 6 this year. The vigllantes held the bus

_ drlivers xesponsible for its success. Buses were stoned and
" drivers were attacked. In the Maswvazinl area, this happened
" allegedly at the instigation of the Induna, Ntombela. The drivers

. are members of the COSATU-affiliated Transport and General
.~ Workers Union. _

-

{- The conflict between the vigilantes and bus drivers is still
‘“simmering. - |

"*._!_;1.4 Progressive organisatiocn must be rooted cut

- "The increase in violence in recent wonths s In many areas
"Clearly a response to the establishwent of structures in the

- Townships by progressive organisations. For example on May S this
- Yyear, the Bweetwvaters Youth Organlisation (5Y0) was formed at a

- meeting attended by about 60 people. While thls meeting wvaz In
3. Progress it was attacked by members of the Inkatha Youth Brigade.
" The followling day the YO had snother meeting which vas also

< disbanded when Inkatha supporters &dpproached. Due to these

~ threats members of the organisation stayed In hiléing up In the
> =mountains. When they came down the mountain that evening the

. group was fired on Dy unknown people driving 8 Comb| owvnad by Mr
~st-FThabetha, an UVUSA member. A numbder of EYO peeberps suffered
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"y . ted '.0 the 8Y0
bullet wounds. Desekx Kgubane, who had been elec ‘
comnittee, dled as a xesult of bullet and sultiple stab wounds.

14 §s no coincldence elther that vigilante activity in the

only wa

tvo ansvers. Would 1l jJoin lnh.tha and would 1
leave

vu."*

In anotber incident in Swveetwvaters, Aaron Bhekabantu Mpulo
vVas murdered on October 4 1987 allegedly by @ mob of '

Inkatha merbers. One of the leaders of the mob ted ¢ by
increased drastically following the formations 4 B PRTYRALES £0
Z}lli:ilgizd:t::u':;ac;;Egrann, the ch]cnlytouth Congrese and otber knov ®"why he 414 not come to joln Inkatha at our meeting.®
24 structures. ‘ P 4.2.3 In the l;reugod and Binathing areas it was reported that a

.. s Seave’ he tousshis . ¥ig man was invading houses at night and trylng to force people
:1.5 UDF members mus to ?:lntjnkatha. According to the Natal VWitness (3/9/87)
i ‘s have consistently threatened UDF and COSATU residents 8210 that he had forced people to sign papers and
2:}:21:::;::15;:““ 1§ they do not leave the townships. In give him a R5 Joining fee. A number of people had been hurt
 cotenber 1985 for exasple, thé faniiies of several UDF during bhls house calls, they eald. They reported that he

‘t)lvlntu in !;-Lball sought a legal interdict against Mr Abdul intimidated them by £iring shots into the alr while wvalking
:::mtha and 9 other Inkatha members, for threatening the families 'l:l;u:he streets. The city's KvaZulu MP Mr V. Ndlovu sald

i the area. no-one was.authorlised -to go house-to-house recruitin

with violence 1f they d1d not leave ¥ oeuhle Fur Iuksthi: . g
Again before June 16 last year, a pamphlet issued In the name of Such denlals have, however, not halted the practice.
inkatha called upon all UDF members 1In imbali and Dambuza Road to * L
teave the area. According to a Press report (Echo 22/5/86) Mr _ e ' '
wvelase. the Kwalulu Assistant Urban Representatlve denled any : & !_,. Zven 1 _ 24 L- RS _ _ - 1, there is pno !
knovled;e of the pamphlet but added that its existencCe was ; : Q lrngtﬁe!tha hey will not be harassed. The vigilantes insiat
brought to hils attentlon. “1 was not informed before 1t was Radk T timat people particlpate actively in Inkatha activities. 1f they _
Arafted. 1 called Joseph Mabaso this worning to wy office and - 2 don't 1t is taken as a sign that they are secretly harbouring UDF |
asked him about it and he agreed that he knew all about it,°® = i "_m_:irj}:“- | : \ A sl

explained Mr Mvelase. Joseph Habaso is the reglonal organiser qf

the Inkatha Youth Briga-e. # 4.2.4 In the already cited case of Bhekithemba Malembe from

‘ffjif-" -+ Mgwagwa, for example, he was approached by a number of
_ i'{:j-'-. : :lgl:an:eslahortly after Jjolning. ®*The group demanded that
t d HMobllisation RN oin thelr group and particlipate in an Inkatha march. I
4.2 Yorced Recrultment an e 0 informed them that as a result of their attack I was still
P e e s arinse dn wEOLench IR recent weeks 1s clearly S too weak and 111 to wmarch with them. They threatened me,

1inked to a concerted forced recrultment drive by Inkatha : took my trousers and departed.®
supporters in many areas. in the EBdendale area, this bcga;: :rc: & ‘ R

stepped up from early September. 1f people do not Joln Inka lzcd :

they are warned to leave the townships or they will be assau T

snd thelr houses burnt down. The following are a&mnong the wmany
~ases that can be cited:

}-"_Uhat emerges clearly is that the comnmunity is being terrorised
§:~dnto Joining ¥nkatha and participating in its activities. Either
wthey Join or they leave the townships. If they do nelther, they

2::: being assaulted or killed and having their houses burnt

4.2.1 In the Mgwagwa area there have been & numb;r on ;tt:cki on et
ople who refused to Join Inkatha. On stnday epterber _ ~ A - .
Z?;Bg Mlindwa Mthembu was stabbed, allegedly by an Inkatha 1-‘;?’ :::e ?Otlon of "own territory"™ and the attempt to galin
member, apparently because he had not been at an Inkatha ‘:‘A mpiete control
meeting and had not Jjoined the crganisation. Simllarly «
Bhekithemba Richard MNalembe was gericusly assaulted around
"the 15th September allegedly by a group of Inkatha members.
He was taken to the Indura‘'s house where "the Induna
. insisted that I join Inkatha, or face continued assaults.

Afraid for my life, I agrced to 3oin Inkatha.® |

| vigilantes have claimed a territor .
Yy as "theirs™ the
.tl:t;t t:lerate the presence of any organisation or individual that
DOt part of them. Some of the incidents @lready referred to

- Jmaak
; f'aree: this qguite clear.ﬁ Ano?g the many others .that can be cited

-4.3.1 In Avgust 1985 the Federal 7

-
- . "

.'.2.2-In the Cwveetwaters area, Chief Zondl haz allegedly been

involved in many attempts to ccerce people to Joln Iniatha.
According to an affidavit by a2 COSATU crganiser, the Chief

told him that he could not live in the pane srea as & s
COSATU man. In a later meceting the Chief "tgld me taat he - ‘-.""

heological Beminary (FPEDSENM
Imball was identified by Inkatha supporters aaybclng i

“hostile® to Inkatha, as the Seminar '
Y had glven refuge to
nurber of people who had fled attacks. On Bunday Auggst 25.

AT - :
' 2. SA e Y : 6
5 3 '_1
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., & large group of srmed Inkatha members, including the HP

‘- for Imdall, Mr V. Ndlovy, the mayor, Mz Pakkies, the Closely linked to this notion of "our territory”™ and complete

Inkatha Chaizrman of Imbali, Mr Ben Jele and others marched '
Bp to Fedsem and told the Semlnary to vacate the bulldings fiﬁt’izia:l'f'cﬁdh‘i‘:,‘?‘i;ﬂi?’:‘c‘:i :‘2°§a::‘i,§§§§°5}1§‘iuch of

and S
nd grounds by Friday, August 30 failing which "things the violence in each area. These are people known to be Inkatha

.4 The emergence of "warlords*®

could get worse®™. The Semlnary was granted an urgent
. int _ . , members and officials. They expect total obedlence to them and
- nterdict against Pakkies and Ndlovu. b thelr organisation. Thelr prestige seems to derive from thelr
®"exploits®.

$:3.2 In Janvary 1987 in Ashdown, there was a full scale clash

betwea-_,-mmbcrs_ of the Inkaths Youth Brigade and the Young
Buctancers, a soccer club. A star player of this club had

- Residents of the townships report that this war lord phenomenon

been a {ated with th is proving to be highly destablllisling. violent acts are openly
REVE SRLEN ¢ UDF in the past and so vas . carried out by armed groups that are identified with Inkatha by

- ::tzgteglﬁg i:gilzztiié g:i:nﬁzheihglz{m:i: :ggc::pﬁ;;eﬂgg : B = others in the community. This has led to incidents of retallation
o viewed as being "hostile" to Inkatha against ordinary Inkatha wembers. Such blow-for-blow escalatlons
: - e of violence could have been halted 1f the police had taken

decisive action against these warlords and their gangs. Why such

§.3.3 This rotion of "our t - e 57

<. this statement from L:;;;tgigcd:? POlgREAL LY. CRRRITAC 2N W) groups can continue to function for so leng raises very serlous
4 N ; _ LN guestions about the role of the police. In these circumstances it
: "sopetime in June thls year Andrles stated that ‘Aldon e is little wonder that people becowme frustrated and move outside
¢ Bhek! and I should Join Inkatha. We stated that we did not oot SRy g - ~
want to Join. He stated that we were UDF members, the | =

it reason for us not wanting to joln. He then started : b 4.5 The violence fits into a natlonal pattern

.: swearing. Sometime in July, Andries inforwed me that since . -

.. ... they were Inkatha members and we were UDF members we were ' It §s clear that the violence in the towvnships of

s * - not allowed to go into thelr territory. They drew a . Pletermaritzburg is not random. It represents a systematic

i dividing line that we were not allowed to'cross. They sald £ " campaign of destabilisation of progressive organisations. It is
“° - shat 1f ve ever dared to cross the line they would shoot also the result of a major forced recruitment drive into Inkatha

&5l us. We never ever ventured across the line. They however, of entire communities in certain area.

used to come to our side and interfere with us . "
Yhe systematic rather than random nature of the vioclence 1is

suggested also in the wvay the vigllante phenomenon in the
townships of Pletermaritzburg fits into a broader regional and
natlional pattern. Is it simply a coincidence that the first

‘ vigilante attacks in Pletermaritzburg occurred in August 1985, at
W s the time that vigllante attacks in other parts of the country
were stepped up and the first State of Emergency wvas belng put

The converse to the definition of a certaln area as "our

territory® is the definitlion of other arcas as "not our o
territory®. such areas then become subject to "{nvasiona®™ and "

attempts to “"take them over®.

! 3.4 In the last few weeks we have seen a nunber of attacks

launched from areas which the vigilantes have clalmed as ' ¢ into operation?

thelr own into those areas where people have refused to - ..

"40in Inkatha. Buch clashes have taken place for example F i . Agalin, is5 1t simply a coincidence that the vigilante attacks in

between vigllantes from Harewood and residents from the %3 Pletermaritzburg tailed off during the first few months of the

surrounding parts of Edendale. 1t was duve to these attacks Sk second state of emergency - and at a time when viglilante attacks

that *defence units® have been set up !n varlous areas. ] nationally were in a state of 1lull?

Reslidents who refuse to submit to Inkatha have had to e _

organise themselves. As & result ol this Edendale has nowv We find it difflicult to believe that it was simply colincldental.

become ®zoned™ into ®"Inkatha arez=" and “"UDF" areas. * This together with the alleged complicity of the pollice in

| | : I vigilante violence (zee 5.3 below) makes us believe that what our

{.3.5 Ancther case, which fortunately did not end violently was a TR organisations and members have experlenced locally is simply part

p2rch in March 1986 by armed Inkatha members through - ©of the broader attempts of the state and conservative forces to

fobantu township in which Inkatha has no overt support. : crush progressive organisation. |

2ccording to' Mike Tarz,~ then PFP MP for Pletermaritzburg A ‘ "'

Eovth, *it would not have taken much for violence to have
broten out at the march®™ (Hatal Vitness 10/3/80).
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s+ SPECIYIC YEATURES OF THE VIOLEKCE

. . .

el;dtl the general trends in the violence §dentified in 4 above,
here are a numder of specific features to 1t. :

,(f Looting and qene*nl thuggery

iny of the vigllante attacks have been accompanied by
ooting and theft. Sometimes people are assaulted for no apparent

cason. Some exarples include:

1.1 1t ha£ be'cn alleged in the legal action agalnst gichizo
e fums heard on 3 November 1987 in Pletermaritzburg, that

s Inkatha members attacked the Mkhize household on Baturday
‘j ~3.10.87 at night. The group smashed windows and thereafter,
3 allegedly removed the entire contents of the house. The

e Mkhize cov was dragged off to the soccer fileld and

- 21legedly shot by Sichizo Zuma (the aslleged leader of the
& Inkatha Youth Brigade in Harewood). The cowv was slaughtered
5 and the meat wvas purportedly brought back to 8ichizo's

= house where members of Inkatha and others had a fecast.
-;1;2 In @ legal acticn against Chief Zuma of Slangspruit lodged

in the pPletermaritzburg Bupreme Court on 3 Hoveomber 19087 it
} - §s-alleged that a viglilante attack took place on Mr Themba
vl Eunene's house in Slangsprult in June 1587. Kunene's

tockshop was ransacked and groceries, a large sum of money,

. @ palr of shoes and a new axe had been taken. it 15 alleged
- " that Zuma, an Inkatha member Wwas responsible for -this.

y.1.3 People are simply assaulted in the streets of the townshlp

' . for no apparent reason. A typical case is that of HMr
Richard Khanyile of Imball. The wccho® reported (6/3/86)
that he was driving in 2ikhall Road in Imbalil at about

: 7.15pm when he encountexed a group of about 150 armed men.

4 *] stopped the car as there was no way to pass. Then, ¥

; without saying a word, cone of them came straight to me an

o : ; tick).” The

% knocked my windscreen vwitn a nulkel' (bolted s

- Inkatha Youth Brigade was having a warch in the township at
" that time.

?y 5 iIn his comment on these 1lncldents, Hr V.V. Mvelase, Kvalulu
' Assistant Urban Representative apologised to wmembers of the
comzunity who fell victim to elepents which he descrlibed as

he
*bloodthirsty” (Echo 6/3/86). "After investigating
corxplaints thave found that youth members did accompany

thelr colleagues in the township and somehow ur:ruly
elements joined the march and caused problems.

In a statepent attributed also to Hr Hvelase in April of

. @
this ar, he ain comments on the thug elewent: "our
organﬁat;on hgz grown so ‘much that it has been infiltrated

by some thugs and =mad people who go and disrupt schools.®
(Echo 16/4/87)

- _"|

153 -
B | | -
;'::Thc number of o.ulonn wvhere such 'thﬁg elements® are linked to

‘inkatha activities is st best disguieting, but surely such

: éxplanations cannot be endlessly accepted.

5.2 Inkatha involvement

:;-It 18 clear beyond.reasonable doubt that Inkatha members are

-- €entrally involved In the townshilp violence. It 1s also evident
~ that & lot of the violence is designed to directly benefit
~~-Inkatha - particularly the attempts to force people to Joln the
+i'.orglnlutlon. The link between the violence and the organisation
:# 18, however, & lot clearer than that. In a number of Incldents,

tkty Inkatha members were directly implicated:

--_.‘j§5.2.1 In the march on Fedsem, the KwaZulu MP for Imbalil,

b Mr V. Bdlovu and the Inkatha Chalrperson Ben Jele were

o present and played important roles.

" $5.2.2 In a number of incidents of intimidation in the Vulindlela
S arca, the traditional Inkatha leadership were in the

- forefront. ¥Yor example in Mgwagwa the Induna Mshayena

Mbanjwa has been implicated in attempts to intimidate

3 people to join Inkatha. Chilef Zondil has also been directly
g ;

s implicated. - : ; : <
5.2.3 According to affidavits lodged in a legal action in the
" Pletermaritzburg Supreme Court on 3 November 1987, the

3 - : Induna of Maswazini, Ntombela has also been involved in a
&% number of cases of violence, intimidation and murder.

¥5.2.4 In Slangspruit the Inkatha chlef of the area, Zuma, has
R allegedly been involved in a number of incidents of
violence. The allegations are contained in a legal actlion
. lodged in the Pletermaritzburg Suprewme court on J November
. 19817. g

The Inkatha Youth Brigade chief of the Harewvood area,
. Bichizo Zuma has also been allegedly involved in numerous
acts of violence. These allegaticons are contalined in the
', above ‘mentioned legal action. - '

heillnt could be extended,

€ '

e wvould contend that certaln of the political poslflons adopted
by Inkatha and the KwaZulu government have contributed to the
klnd_ 0f climate that makes for attacks at a local level.-
Btatements made by senfor members of the Kwafulu government and
‘Inkatha, and a number of steps taken by the KwaZulu government

T

. .oindicate the same desire to exercise complete control over

;E‘:"!:helr" territory that characterises vigilante leaders at a local
R_levcl.,

L=t '

~. Dxr Buthelezi is on record (Natal Witness 20/12/85) as saying that

~be would disalss KwazZulu civil servants who wvorked with the

_ / :
¥ Another glaring example is the "loyalty pledge® which teachers

»-8hd medical students are regulired to sign. According to a Weekly
%l:ll)_.[report {16/1/87) teachers at one rlchool in ElenCale werxe
.‘I
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‘014 that Kwvalulu @10 not need teacC
snk.th.-' »

hers who weIe not members of

L ]

rorthermore, it should be noted that the xwvazolo government 15 as
+111ing to use detention without trial and bannings against the

JpY and similarl organisations &3 the central state is. 1t needs
o be remembered that xwatulu banned the gtudent organisation

~0BAS long before the central government 414. And only grecently
it was réported in the press that the Kwazulu police had detained

3 humber of people onder emergency yegulations.
ssue firearm licences

and control over poO over to Kwazulu, he .
justifled the request in these terms, "1 am talking here about

the need that there 18 for the KwaZulv government an

solice to be put in a position to era
+hat 1s nov inherent in intimidatory politics and particularly

for the black community to be
fror such brotality vithin the law.” y Hall 13/3/87) This
about the intimldatory tactics and

=tatement 1s completely silent
brutality of the 1nkatha supporting vigilantes, who are, in fact
the major perpetrators of violence in the xeglon.

recent demand by the Jocal

1¢ also finds an ominous echo 1n the
: ce stations be handed

inkatha comnittee
overx to Kwazolu government contro

L 3 police compliclty

Another striking feature of the violence 1s the direct and
n for the vigllantes.

indizect support of certain policemc

Residents have pcrulstcntly complalned that police do not act
sgainst the viglilantes even wvhen they are identified as belng
responsible for the attacks. The police are also accused of
refusing to ptovide protection for the resldents againat the
vigllante attacks. In fact, they allegedly reifusec to intervene at
t{mes in clashes between the vigllantes and residents. And 1n
some caszes they have been {dentified by residents to have

actually participated in the attacks together vith the
vigilantes. some exanples:

5.3.1 1t has been alleged in recent court documents f1led in the

. ‘Pletermaritzburg Suprene court that in or about June 1987,

iUl glangsprult, chexba Kunene's house ard tuckshop WeIle
* .+ attacked. Inkatha leader Zuma and others were named as the

- @assailants. It was claimed that though the evenis had
and notwithstanding that

;-i:_? " transplred over three months ago,

-'rijf.renponslble, |

P
B
J\r R s :
£:3.2 Asditional court papexrs £1ed in the oame action state Chat
"W . sn or about June 1987, agaln 1n slangsprult, Joseph
8 left Zor dead, apparently

: “"-'Blphlw Hadebe Varc geoaulted an
pesplite Cchazges having beel

7, - - by a gang of tnkatha members.

b - f£1lel against three tndividuals, it wvar apperted that there
L..'.:."‘ ‘;T . ::--'

A4 o | ‘ 11

j\. st e :

*5e303

% 5a43.4

vas neither an effective investigation or any prosecution
of those responsible. Indeed, 1t was gurther clalmed that

mo potential witnesses to the crime had yet been
fntervieved by the police. o

In another Slangsprult inclident, the report of which was
gset forth in the legal actlon, it vas alleged that gergeant
stene of the Plessislaex Police station, refused to take 3 |
ptatement from the victim, MIB Makhosazana Hadebe, and
asdvised the complainant that her best course was to Jjoin

Inkatha.

In the Harewood, area there.js concrete evidence l1inking
gichizo fuma to unlavful activities, yet police have held

him and then released him shortly thereafter.

In a number of instances the police were called wvhile an
attack was in progress, but they either 414 not arrlive at
all, or only arrlived after the event. For example on

Octcber 4 1987 the house of willie Mpulo aged 49 wvas
attacked, allegedly by Inkatha, and hls son Bhekabantu

¥ s murdered. While the attack was in progress one of Mpulo's
___‘:{?f? " children, Buslzwe, Tah to the Hilton police statlion to ask
SV Ve, for assistance. Help wvas promised, but never arrived.
BV a : -
.;*_;:?_;*_f-".'.".‘ Pollcemen attacked youth in the Mgwvagwa arca. On Eeptember
LW ¢ 1987 SEAP member Dumisanl Ngwengwe allegedly particlipated
y TS i{n an attack on Mgwagwa youth, vhile in May EAP memDCI
ST Sampson Mbanjwa allegedly assaulted & youth.
% $5.3.7 According to a statement, on 6 August during an attack by
o TR ¥nkatha members on a group of scomrades® in the Nhlazatshe
R area a number of policemen intervened: *They drew flre ares
SNy and chased us. One of these police vans loaded in the
=y Inkatha people and also chased us. The police cornered us
e and ordered us to get into the vaiting police van. They
eiot . ‘then called the Inkatha members and told them to beat us.®
.‘-.":%_.3.9 It has also been reported that glangsprult Inkatha leader
¥4, . 3uma was alleged to have been given a flrearm by warber, a
:,;‘P}f_ " member of the Security Branch. Indeed, it wvas claimed that
o vhen Zuma was arrested for crimes against Themba Kunene, a3
ks set forth in paragraph 5.1.2 above, he vas immedliately
< released after Offlcer Warber interceded on his behalt.
e
:5_,5,.3.:9 Police bias is also reflected in the use of emergency
FiRe" . regulations to detaln people. When the emergency was
o declared it was Jjustified as being necessary in orderxr to
e ®reduce the level of violence in Che towvnships®. The fact,
A however, is that in the Pietermaritzburg situation, no .
i Inkatha member or vigilante has, to our knovledge ever been
?‘i‘-'f - Gatalined. l{ contrast our otglnllatlonl elready xeoling
=3 ander the vigilante onslaught also had fo face {he full
R brunt of emergency rule. In the Hidlands area something
"e.: like 200' people linked to our organisations were Cetained
N
Sl .




® gt pome stage or another - including the gsecretary of the

- Matal #idlands UDF,
detention for

¢tvelve months.

gkhumbuzo Hgwenya win0 Was kept In

Alfred Kdlovu, the COSATU

Regicnal Chalrperson {s at present detalined under emergency

oy regulations.
§: COMCLUSBION
3«;; - .

. 4e -fee) that 1t iz a reasonable and

"¢hé violence that has become 8O guch part of ever
yesult of & ayattmtic'lttempt to

“smash our organisations. In the process
for the oxrdinary yesidents.

.townships has largely been

."beécome &8 Dightmare

'i{h coming to this concluslion, Ww¢ do

‘members of oor organisation
Nevertheless the evidence points to the fact

lion's share of the violence can be directly credited to
of the police to intervene OI

in a sjtuation wherxe

*wlolence.

_wigllantes and the fallure

. gurther violence. Furthermore,
feels and has evidence

sympathet

“membership
.,good deal less than
‘attacks, it 1is hardly suip
the lav into thelr owvn han

XD ‘Conflict is generated

."fhc anderlying reason for the bloodletting in

“the lack of a democratic p
. where organisatlions

the

have

rising

not wish to dlspute that

been involved in acts of
that the

the
prevent

our
to belleve that the police 15 a

that people are starting to take

ds and retallating in kind.

by a lack of democracy

roce33

Pletermaritzburg is

in south Africa. In a situatlion

do not have to prove their popular support,

R & 8 possible for conservative groupings vhich do not have
" #ignificant popular support to emerge and Lo impose themselves ON

" the population.
-}f'_r — _‘-

= Bacause
‘L;;clrcli:ﬁ
+§be police are wllling
~coktcive practices. In

™

ey~

than that of thelr

thelr pﬂlltl*cal mensage

more

to turn o
this situation any kind of resistance €0

thése groupings will launch a spiral of violence.

1s more palatable to official
vradical® rivals, it seems that

blind eye to rcme of thelx

~whé Bore they lose the support of the population due to the use

Yot fotce,
AT, B

Y, the more desperate they
‘they are to resort to force to bolster

become and the more willing
thetr political position.

i &
rhé svppression of tnformation due to the 6Gtate of Emergency

compounds the sitoatlion,

;?ihflutncc to curtall the coe
";not have accurate information a8t thelr diosposal.

because those people who would have the
rcive activitics

of these groups 4o
Conseguently

'-'_“*they;lr*b blindzd by thelz political pympathy for these groups.

1:..2:#::._‘ .
;'f}‘!'hifi:t.ult is the kl'nd of
T"',,._th‘tfﬂihnvc sean in the

s g
- - b, 4 - g - .:

polarisation and escalating conflict
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4§32 How can peace be established?
el
ve fecel that it would be dishonest and futile to
of the conflict vithout concrete 'steps being taken to

the vigllante phenomenon. peace cannot be established

vin-a gituation wvhere €very attempt on our part to organise or to
> campalign 1s forclibly disrupted. It also cannot be established In

;i'cllnte where attacks on our

| -tibtensified.

. P we have called on OUr penbers

s gur organisations
v¢o use utmost restraint and to use legitimate sethods of self-

fdé!énce. ve also accept the principle that peace can be
y:facilitated by talks and negotiations. But it is cruclial that any
7 dyreement reached will be lJasting. In 8 pituation where wvarlords
t.are sllowed to act §reely, where forced recrultment takes place
#nd vherxe it 1o a1fficult for us to report back adequately to our

Sebnstituency, no agreement would last. Buch & gallure of
‘flegotiations wvould be dlisastrous.

‘rf". LR .
35id'-i'riev of thls,
~ SJuhich meaningful talks could take

.{Elht&r?enuon of everybody who is
-6nd the prospects of building &
o oo S A |

ns exposing the truth of what 1is

talk about @

ve feel that a climate needs to be created in
place. This requizes the
genuinely concerned about peace

better soclety.

. 476:2.1 ror the Press this mea

ET;;- 'U» pappening 1in OUX townships.
- w§a2.2 VoI ¢the Police this ®eans to stop harassing our
I <45 S organisations and to start to take action agalinst the real

- " e
L] L ™ i--F"

- ERTEE T ‘culprits.
o2 =v6:2:3 For organised busl
- F¥200 . gacts presented in this memorandum,

ness it 1s necésuary to take note of the
and to conslider

En g #?“;3-3'.‘.1' blind political gupport for organisations 1ike Inkatha 18
0 “. 4n thelr interests or 1n the interests of the wider
~- E3:¥ corpmunity. Business should also note that the kind of
- have been subjected to aI€ also not

.- pressures thelr workers

-

-~ 2. 4{n their interests. e
means to start taking concrete gteps to

who are guilty of the violence.
il , §t means to openh up the space for other
.. organisations to exist and to campalgn.

RS kg v
A ﬂ_c_bellcve that the mituvation in Pletermaritzburg has long ago
< yeached crisis proportions. 1§ the situation cannot be resolved

here, 1t reflects very dimly on the prospects of peace in the
% :.ﬁ_t‘gglon_ or indeed the country as & wvhole. :
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