
 

MMQ cm 0\\&:>31\m

African National Congress

 

Tel: (011) 330—700051 Plein Street

Fax: (011) 333—9090-Johannesburg 2001

P.O.Box 61884

Marshalltown 2107 Telex: 421252

 

 
DEPARTMENT OF ARTS AND CULTURE

CULTURE AND DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE

APRIL 25 - MAY 1‘. JOHANNESBURG CIVIC THEATRE

Given the hismry of the African National Congress. its leadership is taking anomcr Step forward,’
Tnar Souz‘n Africa belongs to all who live in it. we reafirm. We always have. and conn‘nuc

corrumt ourselves to making South Afiica livable fer all who Live m it.

'Our country as currcmly consmctcd is intolerable for the vast majority of freedom and jusu’cc

.‘ovmg pcopics. .Apanncxd has bruxsca‘ and bmtalised boxh Ihc dominated and the dormnam groups
A jusz and free Somh Africa means a transformed and rc£onsmxcmd country

indeed. the ANC dcciarcs. consiswnt With its track rccorti.1hatit mu nor veer from the pains of
consuuction. :cconcflliation and peace. Our cultural expressions. given the diversuy and
richness that flows from n. :ch an asset for understanding. tolerance and nation-‘ouiiding.

IL is in {he sold: or‘ the toregoxng ma: rnc ANC common and is now impiemcnnhg (he Culrurn A
Dcvciopmcm Conference (CDC). The CDC is a cuimmatmn Of several projects and Dmgrammc.
Lnacnnkcn 0y me A NC in exnic. Tne Gaborone Conl‘crcncc m 1982. me CASA Conscrcncc

2987 and :hc ZABALAZA Cont‘crcncc m 1990 - w'mc'n compnscg' Lhc w1dcsr saccmsm 0f Soufly
Africans from home - wcrc I'Ol'crunanS to the CDC n1: CDC was conccwcd a a ioglcm sequel

me fullfilmcnt or'our hisxoncal duties:

w
The People Shall (£mcrn.‘
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Itisdesigncdtocelebrm dteemgenceofa new SouthAfrica:

It is designed to mobilise ALL South Afficans into a common commitment to reconstruction

WY:
Bummkkathammmmm-imm

ltisdesigzwdwcmpowerdisadmmgedvicfimsofapmhcld;

It is designed to invesdgate and implement adcmocratic mulling ofom cultural institutions:
It is designed to bring all South Africans together to reflect on the countn‘y’s various languages; g

It is designed to. for the first time in the history of our country. facillitate a process for Sodifl.
Afi'icans to decide on a oommon haaldry, a truly national flag and an abiding national anthem;
It is designed to bring Sonth Africans together to reflect and execute prograxmncs and projects [hat
will when our people into a common nationhood.

In this context. and with this vision we invite you to share with us your accumulated cxpcn'encc
and seek of you to become a partner with us . In this mission we will be failing in our historic
duty if we did not invite you to share this bcautifull burden with us.

CDC FORMAT AND STRUCTURE

The Canfcrcncc is open to all Somh African cultural workers. organisations. institutions and
SU’UCELU‘CS from accross the political spectrum. Key individuals and agencies from the regions,

Africa and the international commumty will also panicgpam,

The conference is so strucwed that the ANC is bnngmg together vanous and diverse positions

be interfaced in order that fellow South Africans amve at a consensual understanding or‘ what
needs to be done to nourish and sustatn a vibrant South African culture.

With this objective. each day 02' conference will focus on a different component or‘ culture. The
conference will be officially opened by Cde Nelson Mandela This will be followed the men 0':
will} inputs from Cdc’s le Ramapnosa and limbo Mbekl. International specialism tn the areas 1
language. cultural homage. literature. music. theatre. dance. film. photography, visual ans. and
education wzil deliver papers and be discussaan at conference. This pan of conference 15 designed
net only to team from internattonal exocnences. but also to usher South Africa into {A5
.ntcmaflonal community. away from tsoiauon ano inzo Lhe sphere or‘ pamczoamn to icnc itself

ma blend Wllh wortd civilisation.
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Key South Africa: cultural fotmaxions. organisations and individuals have boon invited to paged
their WV” on culture and development. The ANC Department of Arts and Culture
commissions on language; museums. monuments and hcmldxy; and negotiations, win table the
policyMatsto CDC for broader consultation and adopubn. A rmjor emphasis of CDC
will be placed on the strategies. programmes and projccrs necessary for the development _

sustananoc of a viable culturalMomin all our communities. but especially in the rural

nwginafised mus of our country.

It is our hope tha: me concrete moonmendadons ma: the CDC will come up with will bc accepted
and adopted by the broaden specmnn of participants at confcruncc.

WAY FORWARD

After going through this process the ANC has committed itself to a policy of non-sectzrizmsm
culture, We believe culture cannoc be appropriated by any one political tendency. We. will remain
[hC- facillitators in demensu'ablc ways [0 sec to it that the sad hisxory of our ceunu-y in reSpccteaf

calm: is no: repeated. The evil of apartheid was in fact a manipulation ofculturc by successive,

govcmmcms in our country. We an: rc-cmphaSISing, no: withstanding our cultural diversities. mat

culnm can hcal our bruises and rc-unify us 25 a people.

To execute m5 findings of this conference :0 {heirlogzcalconclu51ons. the ANC. in comulLamon

mm omcr grows. has initiated 1h: formation of a Board of Tmsxccs. Tnis sauczurc will be bdh
me cusroaian and guam'ian of- Lhc 53103 mat the CDC detlarcs.

n :macm wua :hls. scmcmrcs Will be pu: :n place :n coopemnon thh the stale, local ammontics

parastatals. Vommum’r'v structures and N605 :0 enter into a c0vcnam to protest all zhc goodness

:ndowcd on us :15 South Africans. And the covenant mil ensure no: only that m: Doors of
Lcammg and Culture Shail be Opcnco Io AHA buz wrii ajso cnshnnc the rciationsnip betwccn Hut,

5:31: am all Cultural forrnauons as consnmcnr and csscnnal parts of cm} society.

 


