- N)Mo O\c\\&DEQu\ ol SRS SR

African National Congress

Tel: (011) 330-7000

51 Plein Street
Fax: (011) 333-9090

Johannesburg 2001
P.O.Box 61884
Marshalltown 2107

Telex: 421252

DEPARTMENT OF ARTS AND CULTURE
CULTURE AND DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE

APRIL 25 - MAY 1, JOHANNESBURG CIVIC THEATRE

Given the history of the African Nadonal Congress, its leadership is taking another step forward
That Soutn Afnica belongs to all whno iive 1n it. we reatirm. We always have. and contnue

commit ourseives to making South Africa livable for ail who iive in it.

Our country as currently constructed 1$ intoleraple for the vast majority of freedem and justce
.0ving peopies. Apartheid has bruised and bruralised both the dominated and the dominant gToupS
A just and free South Africa means a manstormed and re-constructed counav.

indeed. the ANC deciares. consistent with its track record. that it will not veer from the paths ot
consoucton. reconciiliation and oeace. Qur cultural expressions. given the diversity and

richness that rlows from 11, are an asset tor understanding, (olerance and naton-buiiding.

't 1s 1n the spunt or the toregoing that the ANC concerved and is now implementng the Culture A
Development Conterence (CDC). The CDC is a cuirmunation of severai ProJECTs and programme.
-naertaken ov the ANC in exiie. The Gaborone Conterence in 1982. the CASA Conference
987 and the ZABALAZA Conterence in 1990 - waich comprised the widest spectrum of Soufh
Afncans trom home - were torerunners to the CDC. The CDC was conceived as a logical seque

-he tullfilmment of our histoncai dunes:

I'he People Shall Govern!
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It is designed to celebrate the emergence of a new South Africa;

It is designed to mobilise ALL South Africans into a common commitment to reconstruction
society;
But above all it 1s designed to work out 2 method to redress apartheid imbalances;
It is designed to empower disadvantaged victims of apartheid;
It is designed to investigate and implement a democratic restrucnuring of our cultural Institutions:

It is designed to bring all South Africans together to reflect on the countriy’s various languages: |

[t 15 designed to, for the first ime in the history of our country, facillitate a2 process for Sod:x#.
Africans to decide on a common heraldry, a truly national flag and an abiding national anthem: '

It is designed to bring South Afnicans together to reflect and execute programmes and projects that
will cohere our people into a common nationhood.

[n this context. and with this vision we invite you to share with us your accumuiated experience.

- and séek of vou to become a partrer with us . In this mission we wiil be tailing 1n our historic
duty if we did not invite you to share this beaurifull burden with us.

CDC FORMAT AND STRUCTURE

The Conference 1s open to all South African cuitural workers, organisations. institudons and

sgructures from accross the political spectrum. Kev individuals and agencies from the regions,
Africa and the intermatonal community wiil also parucipate.

The conterence 1s so sructured that the ANC is bringing together vanous and diverse positions

be (nrertaced 1n order that fellow South Africans amve at a consensual understanding of what
needs (0 be dene to nournish and sustain a vibrant South African culture.

With th1s colectuive. each dayv ot conterence will focus on a different component or cuiture. The
>enrerence will be otficiailv ooenea by Cde Nelson Mandeia This wiil be followed the next d:
with inputs from Cde’s Cym1l Ramapnosa and Thabo Mbeki. Internationai spectalists in the areas .
language, cultural hentage. literature. music. thearre. dance. tiim. photography, visual ars, and
cgucagon wili deliver papers and be discussants at conterence. This part ot conterence 1S designed
100 OntVv 12 iearn trom iniernationai exoeriences. but also to usher South Africa into the
nternational community. Away from 150iaton ang 1o the sphere of DATICIDALON 10 lend irseif

1nd blena with worid civiisagon.
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Key South African cultural formarions, organisatons ard individuals have been invited to prese v
their perspectives on culture and development. The ANC Department of Arts and Cultwre
commissions on language; museums, monuments and heraldry; and negotiations, will tabje the
policy recommendations 1o CDC for broader consultation and adoption. A major emphasis of CHC
will be piaced on the strategics, programmes and projects necessary for the development
sustanance of a viable culwural infrastructure 1n all our communiges. but especially in the rural
marginalised areas of our county.

It is our hope that the concrete recommendatons that the CDC will come up with will be acccpiﬁec(
and adopted by the broadest spectrum of participants at conference.

WAY FORWARD

After going through this process the ANC has committed itself to a policy of non-sectarianism
culture. We believe culture cannot be appropriated by any one politcal tendency. We wili remain
the facilliiators in demonsurable ways 10 see 10 1t that the sad history of our counuy in respected
culture is not repeated. The evil of apartheid was in fact a manipulation of culture by successive.
gOVErNMENIS 1N OUr country. We are re-emphasising, not withstanding our cultural diversities. tha t

cuiture can heal cur bruises and re-unify us &s a peopie.

T'o execute the rindings of this conference 1o their jogicai conclusions, the ANC. ia consuitanon
vith other Zoups. has infated the rormancen of a Board of Trustees. This stucture wiil be octh
‘ne custoaian and guardian or the ethos that the CDC deciares.

‘0 tandem with this. structures wiil be put in place in cooperanon with the state. locai authonaes
carastatals. uommunity scuctures ana NGO's (0 enter 1nto a covenant to protect ai{ the goodnesg
¢ndowed on us as South Afncans. And the covenant wiil ensure not only thar the Doors of
Learning ana Culture Shail be Openea 0 All. but wiil aiso enshrine the refationsrip between $he

State and all cultural formanons as constituent and essennal parts of civii sociery.




