A3:c18°92 1h: 2 212 8§70 20350 F SMITH NEWS DIR G 0010062

.r‘q:--_ R

.

Khotss House, 9tk Floor
82 Marshall Street, Marshalltow

PO Box 4921, Johannesburg, 20
(?'___/) Telephones 492 1380 /80 - T

FRANK CHIKANE

POST-REFERENDIM STATEMENT 3Y TEE REV. DR.

We are relieved that the majority of voters in Tuesday’s
rafererncdum chose to vote "yves" to the continuation of the process
af refora in +*his countrv. It is now clear that the majority cf

" South Africans are against apartheld. The Maxch 17 whitas-only
roeforendum must be the nation's last racialistic veote. Now Scuth
Africens must get on with negotiatlons, and quickly, so that the
country may at last realise a non~-racial, democratic pelitical,
acononlic and ascial order.

The vote glves the Nationzl Party and the Democratic Party
significant support to continue tc take part In the negotiations
pProcess. We welcome State President F.W. de Klerk's
acknowledgement that the vote was net fer the National Party but
for South Africa. The much-publicised referendum nust he seen
im #he context of Socuth Africa's total population == most of whon
had no voete on March 17 =-- and ¢f the demands of thelir varled
representativeg.

we remind the National Party that negotiations are, Dby
definition, an open process and that "bottom line® positions in
negotiations are but a starting point. Such an open process is
integral to the democratisation of the country.

Neither does the "yes™ vote céndone a broader mandate [Or
CODESA than originally agreed. We reiterate our conviction that
the body that draws up the new South African Consztituticn must
be an elected body. Therefore it is essential that the nation
moves quickly to the democratic electidn of 2 Cons+=itution-making
pedy Sy all Scuth Africans on a commsi Votars roll.

we remind <+the international cemumunity that while the
referendum resuLlts shew that the majorisy of white South Africans
are committed to necotiatiocns, the Naticnal Party should not be
given undue credit for the current process of negotiations and
~aform. We MUSt not Sorget that tiae Naticnal Party cdeveloped and
perpetuated apartheid over the past 24 years. C(hange 1s comin
onlv because of the persistent »rassurs anc resistanca ¢f the
oppressed majority, many of whom have died -=- and geill are dying
~= in thae struggle for justice, pedce and fraecon. Therefore,
wa call upon “he internaticnal community to remaip vigllant
against giving an advantage to Je Xlexk and his Naticnal Farty
against the victims of apartheid.




'18. 32 10:27 212 §70 2050 F SMITH NEWS DIR

¥

POST-REFZRENDUM STATEMENT/March 13, 1962/Page 2

The post-referendum challenge will be net only nolitical,
put pastoral. The raferendun opened £ld wounds caused hy decades
of apartheid and oppression of South Afxica’s majoridy by the
ainority. We call con Soutk Africa's religicus -esmmunity 22 give
speclal attention in its ministryv to oringing healing in the days
ahead where yet more hurt has »een caused =y the referendur ang
by the racilsm that has characterised so nmuch of the dehate.
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TME REV. DE, IBANK CHIXANE
General Secretary
South african Council of Churches
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