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Cbngratulations to IFP for peaceful branch launch

WHILE I AM not a member or supporter of
the IFP, I must say that it was quite an admir-
able rhing to notice that the IFP meeting to
open a new branch in Noordgesig was peace-
ful, as well as providing a conducive climate
towards promoting peace in our region.

This was also coupled with a noticable ab-

sen;ce of the so-called traditional weapons

which seemed to be encouraging acts of viol-
ence after th.e rallies, which were also compli-
cated by the lack of political awareness at
grassroots,

There also seems to be a shift from being a
narrow tribal enclave, which was stifling the
growth of the party, to being a national plat-
form, -WB NGCAYIYA, Orlando West

Afttack policies and institutions, not individuals

I LIKE the Editor-in-Chief of this paper. On
several occasions, I have stated that I rank
him higher than any other editor in SA -
black or white - in terms of balance and quali-
tative objectivity.

So, [ will refrain from responding to him in
the way he responded to my complaint.

Hijs public stature and professional dignity
is something we should uphold.

We need good role models in the African
co unity.

It|is importaat for each of us, in the black
community especially, to protect our public
integrity and to defend the integrity of indi-
vliduals. I have advocated this view since 1956

when I first began to comment in the news-
papers and the media about distortions in our
society.

We should attack, not individuals or per-
sons, but rather institutions, policies and
public stances or values, Many of us still do
not know the difference between criticising
policies and criticising persons and individ-
uals,

So Mr Khulu Sibiya, the Editor-in-Chief of
this paper remains a revered figure to me,
and I hope alsio to the rest of the country - just
like his brethren Mike Siluma, John Qwelane
and Thami Mazwai, who are also highly re-
vered. - PRCF THEMBA SONO
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- MURRAY WILLIAMS
. & YVONNE GRIMBEEK

E IFP has finally jumped on to the
Truth and Reconciliatioh Commission
bandwagon - despite lqng-held objec-
tions about the commission - but only
| where it applies to financial gains for its mem-
| bers from the commission’s reparations bud-
| get.

This change of heart came op ‘riday when
gremier and IFP national chairman Ben Ngu-
: bane urged IFP members to make submissions

to the commission’s human righ:s violations
. committee,
' However, senior sources in the party yester-

day indicated that the move had come about
due to pressure from rank and file members
who had seen ANC communiti¢s and individ-
uals applying for up to R23 000 3 year per farn-
! ily — awarded to victims of p_olitp’ca] violence -

and did not want to miss out.

Thousands of Inkatha memEers stand o
qualify for victim reparations pfter Dr Ngu-
bane’s announcement that the IFP would stzrt
Co-operating with the commission’s repara-
tions committee - with immediate effect.

With the TRC'S December 14 ¢ut-off date for
new applications looming ~ 4gnd despite a
lengthy IFP submission to the pyblic protector
challenging the commission’s jmpartiality -
IFP members have been encouraged to come
forward, opening the door for reparations for
those who qualify as victims of political vio-
lence. :

And there is now a glimmer of +-ope of last-
minute victims' hearings specifically for [P
{ victims, with the commission ving to “do
everything possible” to accommpdate them.

Dr Ngubane said yesterday fhat the Rev
~ Khoza Mgojo, TRC ccmmissionﬂ;{ir KZN, had
! appealed to the provincial cabinet to assist

lh

L

bandwagon

with reaching rural people - especially IFP
members - to make statements to the human
rights violations committee,

“The cabinet shared his fear that many peo-
ple had not been reached and we decided 1o

tell people that there is still a chance, that tte ]

door is still open.” ;

He said the impression might have been cre-
ated that the IFP was against individuals and
party members going to the commission. “The
position of the IFP towards the the TRC re-
mains unchanged, but party members should
not be prejudiced in going to the reparatiors
committee,” he said. :

But Dr Ngubane’s announcement may give
the commission a logistical nightmare in try-
ing to process the new applicants before Dec-
ember 14 - if thousands of IFP victims flood
into TRC offices to make statements.

The commission’s Ilan Lax said thaf should
this occur, the TRC would “simply have to find
resources to deal with it”,

~ “This is the people’s commission. If the joly
is much bigger than anyone anticipated - so b>
it, If the information is there, we have the dut/
to process it,” he said. a

Despite the I¥P's refusal to co-operate until
now, the commission has already received
large number of “IFP” submissions at its vari-
ous hearings. Mr Lax explained that many pol- -
itically non-aligned victims had come forward
- seen as belonging to either of the two “main
streams” by virtue of where they lived. :

Q KZN needs to establish a post-TRC struc-
ture to continue addressing the reconciliatior:
process in the province, truth commissione:
Khoza Mgojo said at the weekend.

Speaking at a breakfast briefing on reconcili-
ation in the province, he said a provincia.
structure made up of local people must work

out a strategy of dealing with victims of vio
lence. <
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Phosa out
‘of race for |

deputy’s job
MERCURY CORRESPONDENT

JOHANNESBURG - Mpumalanga
Premier Mathews Phosa has form-
ally withdrawn from the race for
the ANC deputy presidency to be
decided at the ANC's 50th nation-
al conference in Mafikeng, North
West, next month. :

Mr Phosa. withdrew from the

race during a “tense” meeting with

President Mandela at Nelspruit
yesterday. S

He confirmed his withdrawal in
a telephone interview with The
Star.

“I had to manage the situation
before it got out of hand,” said Mr
Phosa. - ; _

However, his decision disap-

pointed members of the ANC in:
the province who have fought an:

intensive battle on his behalf.
Mr Phosa also announced that
he would not stand for. the posi-

‘tion of national chairman, which
the ANC Youth League and the

Free State wanted him to do. _
- His withdrawal opens the way
for a two-way fight for the deputy
presidency between KwaZulu Nat-
al ANC leader Jacob. Zuma and
ANC Women's League president
Winnie Madikizela-Mandela. -
Mr Phosa would only be an NEC
member by virtue of being a prov-
incial chairman.
. Sources in the PEC said that Mr

Phosa ‘had urged the executive:

members to “understand that any
signs of internal power struggles
within the ANC would be detrim-
ental to both the organisation and
the country’s economy and politi-
‘cal atmosphere”. e
0 Mr Mandela was expected to
meet senior ANC officials in the
Eastern Cape on Friday in a bid to
swing the province solidly behind

Mr Zuma for the post of ANC dep-_ i
" uty president. - . :
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THE Freedom Fruu{ (FF)

on Saturday said i keld
the African Najional
Congress responsibje for
the death of the Epsiern
Cape mother of foyr, Ms
Annie Venter, who was
shot dead on her| farm
near Burgersdprp, jn the
Eastern Cape. on Friday,
FF leader, General
Constand Viljoen, paid in
a statement he blamed the
ANC directly fgr Ms
Venter's rnurdcrt and.
asked that commpunities
. be allowed to implement
their own security mea-
sures.
“They (the ANC) have
encouraged a statejof hate

e e ———

oy blames
mom’s murder

on EC farm

and lawlessness, worse
than anything ever experi-

enced in the couniry and

the ANC is doing little to
correct the silunlion,"‘Mr
Viljoen said. ;

He said communities °

had their own ideas about
how to deal with crime.

“The police have tried
vae plan after the other,
with little success,” Mr
Vijoen said.

“The ANC musi admit
that ihe crime situation in

South Africa is out of con-
trol and allow communi-
ties to implement their
own securily measures in
association with security
forces.”

He said there were spe-
cialists in the Afrikaans
corumunity who could as-

sist other communitics in

this regard.

Ms Ansie Venter was
shot in the head and siom-
ach on Friday aftermoon
when she and her four

LONDON. -| Queen
Elizabeth will jc\'er ab-
dicate in favour of her
heir, Prince Charles, but
has decreed he| will not
be passed over jn favour
of his son, according to
a senior Royal pide.

Simon Gimspn, a for-
mer assistant| to the
Queen's privale secre-
tary, Sir Robert Fellow-
es, said-in a BBC doeu-
mentary to be|screened
today that she plans to
modernise th¢ . monar-
chy although |she will
retain the tyaditional
line of succesyion.

The reforms were gi-
ven new impefus by the
death of Prindess Diana
in a Paris car{smash on
August 31, [said Mr
Gimson in aj transcript

Aide: Queen will
never abdicate

of the programme re-
leased yeslerday.

“I think that the pala-
ce is looking very care-
fully at specific chan-
ges, at radical changes,
at gentle changes. It's
looking at the whote
array,” he said.

There has been some
speculation in Britain
that the Queen, who is
now 71, may abdicate in
favour of Charles, now
49, so that he can take
the throne while he is
still in middle age.

The Queen has ruled
out abdicating and will
not allow the crown o
bypass Charles and pass
directly to his elder son,
Prince William, now 135,
as Princess Diana sug-
gested in a tell-all Pano-

rama interview i 1995,
Mr Gimson said.

“It's an extraordinary
idea, abdication, gener-
ation skipping. It isn’t
going to happen,” he
said. .

Mr Gimson said the
palace was concerned
about public reaction in
the week after Dizna's
death.

“We weren’'t sure
which way the mood
was going to swing ... 1
think there was some
(public) hostility there,
originally,” he said.

But Mr Gimson de-
nied the Royal Funily
had failed to respond to
the public mood ty re-
maining out of sigat for

days at their Scottish §

castle. — Sapa-AP.

young children returned

- home after a trip into

town.

The children said their
mother was still alive
when the attackers forced
them into their mother’s
car.

Ms Venter's 12-year-
old son carried his three-
year-old brother to a
nearby farm for help after
the robbers dropped them
kilometres from their
home,

The eldest daughter,
aged 14, and her Il-
month-old baby sister
were later found in the
veld by thearea’s com-
munity policing unit.

Eastern Cape police
spokeswoman,  Senior
Superintendent Marinda
Mills, said a special task
force had been assigned
to the case.

Ms Venter's body was
found near the house
which had been ran-
sacked.

Police said her attack-
ers appeared lo have
made themselves some-
thing to eat and drink. The
phone had also been dis-
connected.

Supt Mills said police
had interviewed the two
older Venter children,
who had been able o pro-
vide important informa-
tion about their mother’s
killers.

Evidence was also
found in the house which

could lead 1o the arrest of

the robbers, she said. -
Sapa. 1




DURBAN. - Six people
were killed and one
injured| in crimes in
KwaZuju/Natal on
Saturday, police spokes-
man Captain Vishnu

Naidoo| said in a state-

ment yestzrday.

Fanie Mchunu, 32, was
shot dead by a policeman
at the Mayville police cells
in Durban on Saturday
afternoon after he tried to
disarm another policeman.

Mr Mchunu, who was
arrested for murder, was
placed in the holding cel!
where he tried to take the
policeman’s firearm. Another
policeman shot dead Mr
Mchunu after issuing a
verbal warning.

Police in KwaDabeka
arrested a man in connec-
tion with the murder of
another tran in the area on
Saturday afternoon. The
victim was stabbed several
times during a quarrel.

Police arrested four men
in Chatsworth  near
Durban on Saturday in
connection with the killing

of Victor M:newe, 30, and
the wounding of Patrick
Munewe, 28.

The suspects, aged
between 18 and 28,
allegedly stot dedd Victor
Munewe and cut off
Patrick Munewe's one
thumb.

Solly Abmed Ebrahim,
45, was stabbed dead by a
man in Wentworth, Dur-
ban, on Satirday morning.

Mr Ebrahimn went to- the .

President Hotel at 2 am
and left with another per-
son. He stumbled back to
the hotel a short while
later, suffering from a stab
wound to the chest, and
died.

The motive for the mur-
der was unltnown.

The body of Nhlanhla
Zulu was found - at

ix kllled one wounded
n KwaZulu/N atal crime’

Umlazi's H section near
Durban on Saturday after-
noon. Mr Zulu had been
stabbed in the neck. = .

An off-duty police
sergeant was shot dead ata
house at Sundumbili in
Eshowe on Saturday even-
ing. A group of men
entered the house where
Sergeant Johannes Tikana
Ncube was watching tele-
vision with some friends.
They shot dead Sgt Ncube
and fled.

Other people who were
with Sgt Ncube were not
injured.

Police believe Sgt
Ncube was killed because
he was supposed to testify
in a criminal case against
other members of the
police. — Sapa. - :



ANC govt ‘failing SA’

'FROM PAGE 1

a middling country which
has got to make it on its
| own merits,” said Mr Leon,

Mr Mbeki, as the future
leader, had to take a firmer
grasp on issues that would
i determine whether or not
 the country succeeded. He
" had both the insight and
the political presence to do
this.

He had failed on the two
major issues on which he
had taken a firm public
stance — the so-called *“six
pack” of reforms he an-
nounced in October 1994
to reduce the size of the
public service and follow a
policy of aggressive pri-
vatisation, and last year the
Growth, Employment and
Redistribution = (GEAR)
policy.

“The only growth of
Jobs has been in the public
sector, which actually con-
tratlicts both the budgetary
requirements of GEAR
and more particularly
inhibits job creation in the
privaie sector.

“It also inhibits the
provinces, with more than
55 percent of the average
. provincial budget going on
| salaries and wages," Mr
Leon said.

“Mbeki has got to deliy-
€r some success stories. |
very, very much hope he

succeeds, because what-
ever my criticisnis of the
government are, and they
are legion, if the ANC fails
in government then we all
fail.

“They are the majority
party, and their failure to
deliver is a failure for the
whole of South Africa, and
ihe consequences are not
£oing to be pleasant.”

ANC had become more
obvious in the 1947 politi-
cal year. It had become
very clear from the actions
of three key min stries —
health, education and
fabour — that the ANC was
hell-bent on centralising as
much control as possible in
their own hands.

The government was
tollowing the old National
Party pattern of taking all
power to themselves, but
devolving administiation to
the provinces or even lower,

The other failure was to
hold ministers responsible
for their actions. Education
Minister Sibusiso Bengu
“must rate as about the
most incompetent minis-
ter, and there is a fair
amount of competiiion for
that title”, yet he was not
being held to account for
his faults,

Pres Mandela appeared
to have given Health

‘Minisier Dr Nkosazana

Zuma “tenure for life”,
with a blank cheque to do
whatever she liked,

“This is the worst possi--
ble signal in terms of hold-
ing people accountable for
the use or the misuse of
their powers. Ministers
should feel the breeze,
should feel they are re-
placeable, they are ac-

. countable for any wrong-
The direction of the °

doing.

“We can hardly expect
the general public to shape
up and behave themselves
if at the top there is no sig-
nal sent out that deeds
have consequences, parti-
cularly bad deeds or wrong
deeds.”

Mr Leon said this atti-
tude was reflected in the
parliamentary committees
oo, where the ANC rode
rough-shod over any pre-

tence at democracy (o push

through legisiation - Dr
Zuma's Bills and the
actions of the ANC on the
Health Committee provid-
ed an example.

On the other hand, par-
liamentary  committees
functioned well when left
to do their work properly
and efficiently. This was
seen in the excellent work
of the Justice Committee,
resulting in  Bills that
achieved unanimous ap-
proval by all parties in
Parliament, =
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FROM PAGE 1

one who has been sabpoe-

does not appear
sufficent cause,
he or she faces a fine, up
to two lyears” jail, cr both.

“l atn very sad at the
way in which Mr PW
Botha| has appeared

almost; to have thrown
down ja gauntlet to the
TRC in a newspaper inter-
view published today,”
Archbishop Tutu said.

to have discus-
ith Mr Botha a

of his age, his
d his position as
a former state president.”

The pommission waited
since the beginning of the
year far answers to ques-
tions wfiin:h it submitted to
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Mr Botha in accordance
with an agreement made
with himn last year. “We
now understand we will
have those answers short-
ly, but we have constantly
extended the deadline for
the answers,” he said.

He said the TRC made
special representations io
the government to enable
Mr Botha to have the nec-
essary legal assistance in
order to provide the neces-
Sary answers.

The TRC also proposed
a special hearing to
accommodate Mr Botha
after his representatives
indicated that he was not

well enough to travel to -

Johannesburg last month
to attend the hearing on
the role of the former Siate
Security Council.

“In the same way as 1
was prepared last year to
travel to see Mr Botha, we
are prepared to hoid the
second round of our State
Secunity Council hearing
in George, close to his
retirement home,” Arch-
bishop Tutu said.

“In showing this con-
sideration for Mr Botha,
we have angered many
South Africans who have
accused us of being spine-
less for not unceremoni-

ously calling him to
account.”
Mr Boetha said he would

not apologise for the
“struggle against Marxist
revolutionaries”’ and
would not appear before
the TRC in person.

In a statement yesterday
from his home in Wil-
derness, Mr Botha said he
wanted to make it clear
that he was not willing to
appear before the commis-
sion.

“l1  have been fuily
advised by my legal team
on the consequences of
such a viewpoint.

“It is well known that I
will not ask for amnesty.

1 will riot apologise for
the struggle against
Marxists  revolutionary
attacks waich led to the
mutilation and death of
innocent civilians,”” Mr
Botha said.

Mr Bolha's statement
followed. after the TRC
recently indicated that
they might subpoena him
to testify on the former
state security council
when the commission sits
in George next month.

He was yesterday quot-
ed in Rapport as saying
that he would not be
threatenec and that the
TRC could take him to
court if it wanted to.

Mr Botha said his
answering of written ques-
tions by the TRC, after
giving an undertakirg in
this regard to Archbishop
Tutu on November 21,
was progressing well.
~ It seemzd, however, as
if there was an “ominous
haste and diligence’’ to
subpoena 1m to appear in
public before the commis-~
sion on issues which were
dealt with by these ques-
Lions.

It seemed as if the TRC
did not even want to wait
for his answers, he said.

He expressed a willing-
ness to reply in writing to
any further questions in a
bid to clarify the function-
ing of his government.

“l am also willing to
meet Archbishop Tutu at
George again and to dis-
cuss reconciliation person-
ally with President Man-
dela.”".

Mr Botha said he had
tried so far to deal with the
commissicn fairly, but it
seemed that the same
goodwill was not forth-
coming from the commis-
sion.
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Buthelezi

- bite or
play hard
to get?

2 t P is being pushed t
cide if and how it will
_“T.@'ﬂ the next election

'NATIONAL IMPORTANCE: The ANC will be urged to try to bring IFP leader Mangosuthu Bithelezi on board
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. A resolution at the AN

IFP to join forces with it
could present a dilemma for
‘the IFP. CYRIL MADLALA

examines the options
F NTRICATELY linked to the very
survival of the Inkatha Freedom
Party as a political force is the
likely future role of Chief Mango-
suthu Buthelezi as a player of any
consequence. on e nauoual
stage. ; L ; s
But within a. political party not
nurtured in the culture of discus-
sion papers about tactics and
strategies,- the possible options
available to the IFP after the 1999

election have not been explored
publicly in any meaningful way.

umeymbdﬁ?discwsedbyme-

membership at all, the IFP’s choices

remain shrouded in secrecy for fear .

that they could be misunderstood

that be.and by those
who seek-to ingrdtiate themselves
leadershlpi by dlslcms-
interpreting the motive for a discus-
sion of these crucial matters.

' " In more ways than one, the ANC’s

| national conference will have a
direct .bearing on-the IFP’s ap-
proach#to the 1999 election.” .°

Firstly, if — as is almost certain
man Jacéb Z

Kwazulu Natal &'
nati his

up a position

the province. ;

- His appeasement policy towards
| the IFP may have taken root, but
that does not guarantee that his

successor as provincial ANC leader

will be as accommodating. He, or
she, could -be from the school of

tmewﬂhlﬂ the ANC that be-
lievesthe IFP has reached its zenith

| there is a_major* shake-up. in its.

thinking, strategies and leadership
| style — an unikely development.

. In that case, the thinking goes,
| the ANC does not need to bend over
| backwards to be nice to the IFP. -

i ‘A lot, however, hinges on how
both parties read the political

‘| trends in the .province and -how

they rate their chances of_s'ucceg;
at;the polling booths, cognisant o
the fact that there will be no con-
stitutional obligation for a govern-
ritent of national or provincial unity
after the next election. .

. ‘The .only - certainty- about the

, -1999_.%-1 fﬁ témt thelf'%‘ﬁdlhtlloﬁ
nationally, which .

i the top leadership of the IFP
| who are serving in the government

| of national unity will be without

i their present ministerial jobs.

to happen ~— ANC ‘national chair- -

onally, his re will be felt -
: -asmuchbythelﬂ_’-asbytheANcm _

"' “Fhat in itself is not a crisis.

| . However, while ministers are

| equal in stature, some are clearly
! more équal than others. Therefore,

while Sipo Mzimela, the Minister of
! Correctional Services, and Lionel
| Mtshali, the Minister of Arts, Cul-

| turé, Science and Technology, will

become ordinary MPs with ease, it

‘real power of the IFP remains with
his:Kwazulu Natal premier.

But then there is no certainty
that . the: IEP will win .in that
province, ‘which raises the possi-

as an. ordi
provincial I _

"'In the midst of this scenario,
Minister of Environmental

f
I

1_ adoption at the ANC's national con-
|| organisation to “encourage” Buthe-
| llezio rejoin the ANC together with
| ‘his followers.: @~ it e
I This is a boost to tentative moves
| already made by the ANC leader-

is difficult to picture Buthelezi in
that role in: Cape Town while the

bility that Buthelezi.could end up’
- member of the
comes the proposal by the ANC'’s
Deputy 3

Affairs and Tourism, Peter Moxaba.. .
The resolution he will table for:

ference next month will urge the

In jts proposal for a peace pack-
age for KwazuluNatal, the ANC has
sdid to the IFP: “The ANC recog-

‘nises that the president of the IFP,
Dr Mangosuthu. Buthelezi, has an

important role in the national pol-

itics and in ensuring peace, stabil- -

ity, national reconciliation, nation-

“building and the prosperity of

South Africa, and therefore has a
meaningful contribution to make.
“The ANC  believes that (his)
stature befits that of national lead-
er. Hisrole is national and therefore
a position and a responsibility
needs to be found for him at a
national level.” :

. "What this entails exactly has not

been spelt out, but there have been

'suggestions that he could be of-
fered a position as South Africa’s

deputy president.
- Bathelezi's ego could, however,

“‘be a problem if his supporters were

to perceive the ANC's overtures as

‘some form of underhand ploy to co-
“opt him. So far, there has been gen-

uine enthusiasm and excitement
from the IFP rank and file whenever

Mandela has asked Buthelezi toact .
“as president, a gesture construed

as an acknowledgement by Man-

‘dela of Buthelezi's leadership qual-

ities. .
It then becomes a matter of how -
the ANC sells its proposals to the
IFP, and Mokaba makes a strong
case to back his suggestion for the
ANC conference. ;

The former fiery youth leader
agues that Buthelezi and almost all
senior IFP leaders are former mem-
bers of the ANC, and formed the IFP
as a cultural liberation movement
with the blessing of Oliver Tambo,
the late former ANC president.

A fall-out between the two organ-
isations subsequentlyled to bloody
conflict in Kwazulu Natal which left
more than 10 000 people dead.

Mokaba — who, as president of
the South African Youth Congress,
was at the forefront of campaigns
by the mass democratic movement
to isolate Buthelezi and the IFY
politically . — ‘says: “I used to
believe that the best way to dedl
with the situation in Kwazulu Natal
was to destroy theIFP and I worked
passionately with comrade Harry
Gwala to achieve just that.”- .

Gwala, the late Kwazulu Na
Midlands leader, was vehemently
opposed to efforts to find a peace-

] s_hip towards Buthelezi.

' prejudices, and reflect the truth
—BboutWhat A e

" ‘violence was the only language the
~ IFP understood. Y "

Central to Mokaba's argument is

that there is no political basis for
~ the fact that only African lives have
! been lost in the conflict. :

“At the end of the day, it is only
| Africans who are dying in a struggle
| for power among the powerless
- and a bold step is needed in order
'~ to achieve peace in Kwazulu Natal.
| We need to come out of our past

i u 4 a us. Bul
| must be encouraged to rejoin the
| ANC together with his Ioll!gwers,"
i Mokaba says. ? g

| - The ANC and the IFP have the
! same constituency and they seek to
+ achieve the same goals, he says. “I

. do not see the IFP as a weak or-
, ganisation, and we have not defeat-

ed it. But we need to talk peace by

* being one, and isolate the enemy.”

|
1

Mokaba is canvassing support
for his proposal among the youth
and other members of the ANC.

Besides the fact that the ANC

i ful solution to the violence between  to it depends on the party’s assess-
i | -the IFP and the ANC, arguing that £ 1ts. options. b :

ment of its options. e

The National Party ‘and the
Democratic Party continue tajks to
explore possible areas of co-oper-
ation, but each would love to have
the IFP on their side.

But relations between the IFP
and the ANC have thawed remark-
ably in recent times. and there has
‘been- a convergence of ideas on
how to address the needs of their
common constituency. In Parlia-
ment the ANC has found an ally in

some controversial and ground-
breaking -legislation, such as the
Education Laws Amendment Bill.
But how this coming together of
minds translates into an election
strategy for the IFP remains
_unclear. For now, the IFP has all the
‘options in front of it, but soon it will
need to decide how it will approach
the election vis-a-vis its relation-
ship with the' ANC.. - :
The big question is whether Bu-
thelezi will risk being consigned to

. regional politics.or be t
‘the ANC's offer — wh»ei'.ngfteflmb.’:
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KwaZulu-Natal’s finance
portfolio committee has
called for the suspension of
the province’s R100 million
peace fund and its R158m
special development fund
after discovering the funds
were being misused. PADDY
HARPER reports.

ore than R258-million
voted by the KwaZulu-
Natal goverriment for
peace and !develop-
ment project is to be
suspended after the discovery by
the province’s influential finance
portfolio committee it was not

| .being used for the purposes it was

-
- ..

allocated.

On Tuesday the committee,
which has been conducting a mid-
year budget review in an attempt
to prevent overruns of around
R22-billion, recommended the
suspension of the R100m peace
fund. ?

The fund was to he used for devel-
opment of communities whick had
been ravaged by violence and
which had achieved peace.
However, thus far the only money
spent was R3-million paid to a firm
of human resources consultants, T
Msomi and Associates. Not a single
community had benefited.

The finance committee further

‘recommended a special R158-mil-

lion development fund - adminis-

tered by finance MEC, premier Dr ,

Ben Ngubane, and ANC provincial
leader Jacob Zuma and allocated
for providing water and toilets in
schools - be used towards meet the
province'’s budget deficit instead.

A confidential memorandum
from the finance committee,
which will be presented to the
provincial legislature when it
meets in Ulundi on Tuesday, says
the peace fund “has moved com-
pletely outside of its original

terms of reference and has simply -

become another works pro-
gramme, with significant expendi-
ture being made on consultants”.

The memorandum recommend-
ed that “the programme be sus-
pended pending further investiga-
tion that it meets the conditions
set in awarding these monies”.

The committee also criticised
government departmments for
using consultants in areas which
could be handled by staff from
various departments. It recom-
mended province negotiate rates
of payment for all consultants and
departments co-ordinate properly
when using consultants,

Top government officials also
came under attack for the “rather
lame excuses” they provided when
questioned about the lack of fiscal
discipline, a situation which the

-

e h“:::;?;ig

- R258m allocations under scrutiny

Dodgy deals
eopardise

committee said “cannot be tolerat-
ed some 42 months after democrat-
ic elections”,

The education and public works
departments were slammed for a
lack of planning and the inability
to provide proper explanations

around spending and the con-

structions of buildings.

Officials from the works depart-
ment had shown “total contempt”
for parliamentary instructions
around spending, the committee
said, and called for “strong sanc-
lions” against officials.

According to the committee’s
memorandum, the budget over-
runs were partly caused by short-
sighted decisions taken in previ-
ous years without regard for their
impact in the future,

The provincial treasury, it said,
liad net provided proper explana-
tions about why education, health
and welfare had consistently gone
cver budget or what steps had

keen taken to keep within the

budget.

Treasury was also criticised for
not outlining what steps would be
taken against “errant” depart-
ments, ; |

The committee recommended
that treasury provide the legisla-
ture with a report dealing with
these issues and indicating what
would be done to keep depart-
ments within budget.




dr being awarded a licence for a private radio station, Radio P4, in KwaZulu-Natal are, from left, Peter-Paul

enya, chairman of the tonsortium; Shado Twala, music and programme manager Tembe: Mthethwa heaﬂ of Vuma Trust; Lilly’ Houstdn.

cqhsuitant and Jerry Gumede, a member of the consortium.

THAMI NGIDI !

PAYhe Durban Radio Initia-
‘§ tive, a consortium wkich
is to operate as Radic P4

.and comprising former

Metro disc jockey Shado

in KwaZulu-Natal.

hen Independent .
casting - Authority chairman
Fqlleng Sekha announc
winning bid for a prlvate adio
licence in the province op J7ri-
day, Twala broke down in
tears.

“Her statement after she had
recovered her comppsure
summed it all up, though.

- '“It is harvest time,” she said.
Twala’s group beat five jother
bidders for the licence, among
them Classic FM, Igagasi Radio,
ZFM radio and Moribo-Kaya
FM. New Millennium withdrew
its application during the hear-
ings, which were held in Dur-

ban two weeks ago.

Twala is music and pro-
gramme manager for P4 radio
in Cape Town, and regarded the
consortium’s acquisition of a
second regional licence as the
culmination of her decade-long
campaign to popularise jazz in

formed to berefit former politi-
cal prisoners, Vuma Trust (20%),
an investmert arm of the In-
yanda Chambter of Commerce,
and Radio P4, a Norwegian
radio-group.

Umlazi-born Ngwenya des-
cribed his consortium’s victory
as a home-coraing.

| Seven years ago | was In prison, now

Peter-Paul Néwenya, Radio Immve chairman

Chairman of the consort:um
Peter-Paul Ngwenya, who was
re;eased from Robben Island in
1991, said the licence repres-
ented his long-cherished dream
of involving former political

prisoners in “real economic

empoewerment”,

The Durban Radio Imtiatlve, j

consists of Makana Trust (51%),

 “Tam elatec 1 could not sieep
on Thursday :ight thinkizg ab-

. out the annotincement. For me

personally, I am back home in
victory.
“Sevén. years ago'I was in

‘prison, dow I am heading a con-
:sortium which is empowering
formeér political prisoners.”

"The station will broadcast on

. Picture; GRANT ERSK!NE \

New radio station is up in the air

995 FM and will target an audi- -

ence ranging in age from 25 to

- 50. It will start in February.

Twala said that the station
would be playing the “sophisti-
cated sounds of smooth jazz”,
setting aside time for local
music.

“Depending on the music,
one will be able to hear Joe
Nina next to Spyro Gyra, Mich-
ael Franks next to Jabu Khan-
yile. Or Hugh Masekela back-to-
back with Dollar Brand.

“P4 is an adult contemporary. |
jazz station and you will be able . |

1
1

to hear the same music through- |

out the day,” said Twala.,

IBA chairman Sekha said’

that the authori
the licence on

had awarded
e basis of ex-

pected funding sources, a train- |

ing programme for new en-
trants into the market, and on
whether the"station would be
adding a new voice where thére

vice.

‘'was .a demand for such a@




