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ok e ; u . \frican hero with the words of an Trish poet 
Thabo Mbeki, the ANC’s new president, 
paid tribute to his predecessor, President 

| Nelson Mandela, at the organisation’s 56th 
conference in Mafikeng last week. This is an 
edited version of his speech: 

. Our organisation ard cur people have trav- 
< elled a long and difficult road to reach this 
moment, when the destiny of our country is 
in the hands of the people as a whole. 

Over the centuries, each'generaticr: of the 
oppressed has engaped in struggle tc take us 
closer to this goal. At its passing, cech de- 

ment of combatants for freedem has 
ded its spears on to the next. 
Of each of these gencrations we carisay, as 

did the great Irish poet, William Butler Yeats: 
Hearts with one purpuse alone 
Through summer and winter seem 
Enchanted to a stcne 
To trouble the living s'ream ... 
Minute by minute they live. 
The stone is in the midst ol all. The day ic 

not far off when the story of each and every 
one of these gencrations will be to'd, in all 
their great glory and 2xcitement, capturing, 
their feats and their foibles and the spirit of 
their times. 

Perhaps then we will integrate in our per- 
manent and permanently continuin nation 
al consciousness, the frue heroes and hero- 
ines who, driven by on: purpose aloz, made 
themselves part-cf our being: those who 
made our freedom possible, who sustained 

national price that challenged and 
Qiged a subject peofle to rise against their— 
condition. 

Among these herces will stand a giant, 
Comrade Nelson Roliklahla Mandela, both in 
his own name and as a representetive of a 
generation of liberation fighters whose con- 
tribution to our freedom is ‘ruly extraordic 
nary for its diversity, its defining impact on 
our movement and country, and its direct 
relevance to the upbringing of the aew gen- 
eration of revoluticnaries. 

In this roll call w: shall also find such 
great names as Albert Luthuli, Oliver Tambo, 
Yusuf Dadoo, MG Naicker, Anton |.2mbede, 
Braam Fischer, AB Zuma, Moses Kotane, 
JB Marks, Michael Harmel, Walter Sisulu, 
Govan Mbeki, Reymond Mhlaba, Frances 
Baard, Joe Slovo and cthers. 

To them we owe this theory and *he prac- 
tice of the engaEzmem of the people in a 
struggle so thal they Eecome their own liber- 
ators. To them we owe: the great bonding thit, 

brought all the black oppressed ‘ogetaer to 

face a common enemy. . i 5 

*fo them we owe the'translatior into a per- 

| manent feature of purgtruggle the uity of all 

progressive forces and the art cf handling 

contradictions among these forces. To them 

we owe that great visior of our st-uzgie spelt 

out with such love and cloquence in.the Free- 
dom Charter. 

To them we owe the entrenchinent with'n 

the consciousness of ovr movemert and the 

prictical expression of the right and duty of 

the oppressed to rebel ¢ gainst tyranny. 
To them we owe the capacity to elaborate 

a complex strategy wh ch, in dyaamic inter- 

action, forces the enemy to surrender. 

To them we owe the understanding; that to 

talk to one’s enemy is ot in itslf a betrayal   

e 
‘We krow their drecm’ 

  

Thabo Mbeki: 

of struggle. 
They also built on the ancient traditions of 

our people to affirm that it was an inherent 
part of the soul of our rovement . . that for it 
to maintain its own robility, it had to fight 
hard and honourably to vanquish the ee- 
mies of freedom, but n its victory, it had to 
tnaat the defeated with dignity, understand- 
ing and respect. 

Among the salutes of Umkhcnlo weSizwe 
is the parade response: “We serve the people 
of South Africa!” 

That, too, speaks to the lesson passed on 
tc us by the founders of this army of libera- 
tion, its first general staff and its comman- 

—dw‘whu’vdueal‘cod e in the knowledge that 
they and their thoverent are worthy of re- 
spect and support only to the extent that we 
serve not ourselves but the people of South 
Africa. 

  

As they confronted the brutel realities of 
the times ~ death, to ture, imorisonment, 
exile, and the arrogan - confidence of white 
racism - the generatio 1 of Nelson Mandela 
would have known w 1t Yeats ncant when 

he wrote in the poem from which we have 
quoted, composed to ¢ Alebrae the 1916 East- 
erupiising of the [rish secple'ag iinst English 

colonial rule: 
Too long a sacrifice 
Can make a stone of  'te heart J 
O when may it suffic? B 
That is Heaven's par , ovr part ( 
To murmur xame up m name, 
As a miother names t e child 
When slecp at last he s come 
On limbs that had ri n wild. 
What is i¢ but night all? 
No, no, not tight bui detl.~ . 
Was it needless deati afier all? 
“For England may ke p faith 
For all that is done ¢ 1d said. 
We know their drea ; eaough 
To know they dream «d and are dead; 
And what if excess «Flove 
Bewildercd them till they died? 
Lwrite it our in a ve se - 
MacDonagh and M tcBride 
And Connolly and . 'eqrse 
Now and! in time to be, 
Wherever green is v orr, 
Are char:ged, chang d viterly: 
A terrible beauty is sori. 
From their persor al experience, which in-_ 

cluded the murder f loved comrades and 

    

friends, Nelson Man de a and his gencration 
would have recogr ised the martyred hero 
described by Yeats 1 these words: 

This other 
s cominig into 1 is force; 

He miight have we 1 fave in the end, 
So sensitive his ne ure seemel, 
So daring and st et bis thouht. 
Despite tae end tring pain of the living, 

accasioned by the tacrifice o” the dead who 
had adorned their iving hu v> landscape, 
they refused [to allow] that sic. e to make 
astone of their hea ts. 

We of a later t me are taking over the 
spears of combat  omi the previous genera- 
tion. We wil: contir ue the tra ditions it has es- 
tablished, in the sa ne way that the previous 
generation built or: what canie before it 

We now have a 1 opportunity to say what 
we think the tradit on is. We have the possi- 
bility to indicate w iat it meas for our future. 
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We have an obligztion to mke a commit- rentabout what se, the inheritors of the de- nocratic victory, shal' seek to zchieve, as we strive o take our country yet another step forward towards the historic objective of the genuine emancipation of all ou- pecple, 
But as the poet said: “we know their dream, enougs to knew they dieamed ...” 
And knowing that dream, we have the possibility and the obigation to use what we have inherited from the accumulz ted expari- ence of our struggle tc transforr 0 reali- ty. And that surely mast be a reality in which: ® No child suffers from deprivation; 

@ No woman is abused or treated as lass than a completc huma being and cilizes ® Poverty has ceased t be a def. ning charac- tevistic of the lives of biack folk; 
@ No South Aftican se.s anothe- és super.or orinferior because of race, colour o - ethnicily: ® We can walk the streots, the pliins, the val- leys and the mountains of our nat, e land without fear of the violation of sur persots and possessions; and . 
@ Our country becomes one country among meny, in whose daily actualitie: biossom g mi lion expressions of the acconiplishments of the African droam. 

When he assumed the throne of Swazi- lan , King Sobhuza 1l \vas instructad by the Swazi royal heuse to guard the ANC, in whose establishment 15e royal house hal paricipated. . 
As the king approached his death, he asked to see the then piesident o the ANC, Corrade Oliver Tambo, When they met, he asked: “What shall epertto those veho have gon: before me about the condition of the or- ganisation which I was directed to prolect?” King Sobhuza carried with him he mes. sage that the ANC lives, the ANC remains the parliament of the people, the ANC continues to organise the people’s tiarch to f-oodom. - 
Madiba, as you and your comrades, such as Walter Sisuld arid Gov.n Mbeki, stop aside Lo tead to the cultivation and doniestication of th flowers of the veld, we und rtake that when you retum to ask uz. the same question, we will answer truthfully the ANC lives, the ANC remains the parfiar iont of (o people, the ANC continues to or sanise the pecple’s march to freedom, 

- Now and in time to b, thank you Com- rade President, for all you have done! 

  

    

  
   



  

      
   

  

lockwise from left: Diana,  Princess of Wales Deng Xiaoping, Mobutu Sese Seko, Gianni Versace, Hastin 

  

1gs Banda, and Mother Teresa 

    

waq vpnr nf anumflo ? ey eRA VA AMARN VYUY |          

      



  

he year began with Peruvian rebels hold- 
[ ing hostages at a dipiomat’s home and 
& came & a cose with yet another faceofl 
between Iraq and the United States. In between, 
wars, financial strife and political upheaval 

were the order of the day. 
For all that turmoil, or perhaps in spite of it, 

a + 

    

farewells to leaders and traditions. 
Hong Kong bade farewell to the British. 

China and Zaire lost longtime rulers. Asia’s fi- 
nancial markets plunged after years of unprece- 
dented gains. Fashion lovers said goodbye to 
Gianni Versace. The poorest of the poor grieved 
over the loss of Mother Teresa. 

And the world mourned the death of 
Princess Diana, the people’s princess, who was 
killed with her lover, Dodi al-Fayed, in 2 high- 
speed car crash in Paris. After chastising the pa- 
parazzi, investigators determined that her dri- 
ver, who died in the accident, had been drunk.’ 

Perhaps because Diana had touched so 
many lives her death prompted mourning be- 
youd Buckirghian Falace. 

“People want some good to emerge from 
this,” Tony Blair, the British prime minister, 

| said. American evangelist Billy Graham added: 
| “The global village las stopped to reflect - not 

just on her death, but on our own mortality.” 
Outpourings of grief shattered British tradi- 

tions. In deaily, as in Jife, Diana dialienged the 
royal way. Ather funeral, commoners sat along- 
side aristocrats as a pop star, Elton John, sang 
tribute, For a dignified moment, the royals 

  

  chared their sorrow in public. 

  

  

When Mother Teresa, angel to the world’s 
ied less than a week laier, India sei 

h    

    

beloved hun a state.| 
served for heads of government. 

Traditions began toppling earlier in the year. 
On July 1, the British returned Hong Kong to 
¢ he 2 ondme 156 voare of coionial rule, g inh yoares of odlomal. 

  

  

most precicus thing for a nation and a people is 
to be master of their own destiny,” said the ter- 
ritory’s new ruler, Tung Chee-hwa. 

Deng Xiaoping, the patriarch of modern 
China, never saw the July 1 handover. He died 
in February, leaving a country with a growing 
economy - and memories of social and political 
repression. Within months, his successor, Jiang 
Zemin, travelled to the United States to mend 
relations - and meet potential investors. 

While Deng opened China to free markets, 
capitalism took a jolt elsewhere in Asia as spec- 
ulators targeted many of the region'’s currencies. 
The turmoil sent world financial markets 
plungi 

  

   
democracy collapsed into civii war as two 
prime munisters quarreiled. Hun Sen seized 
power in a brutal coup. Weeks later, the notori- 
ous leader of the Khmer Rouge surfaced for the 
first L since 1979, After a drai ial, Dol 
Pot, sickly at 72, faced a future of house arrest. 

With yot my odshed, Mobutu Sese Seke 
of Zaire was overthrown in May, ending a 32- 
year reign and leaving a mineral-rich country in 
shambles. Rebel leader T aurent Kabila renamed 
the Congo and promised democracy, but then 

    

    

  

seized sweeping powers and dodged allega- 
jons of massacres. Monils Jater, Mobutu died 

  

   1o, 

In Peru, alaw-and-order president began the 
year watching leftist rebels release seven 
hostages from the Japanese ambassador’s 
home. Four months later, commandos ended 
the standof with a ras g    

Other conflicts moved towards more peace- 
ful endings. 

Iran elected a president intent on improving 
relations with the West. Russia signed a peace 
treaty with its separatist republic of Chechnya. 
North and South Korea began peace talks. 
Britain’s new Labour government resumed 
talks with Sinn Fein, the IRA’s political ally. 
After years of civil war, Liberia elected a presi- 
dent. : 

Digging into the century’s deepest abyss, 
“5wiss banks began recovering assets i rioio- 
caust victims. South Africa’s Truth and Recon- - 
ciliation Commission tried to examine the 

ds of avartheid, § 

vioience by Winnie Madikizeia-andeia's sup- 
porters. 

But, too often, peace overtures failed. 
Egypt claimed victorz' over its Islamit 

surgents, then watched ki a5 mi 
killed more than 60 foreign tourists in attacks in 
Cairo and Luxor. 

Israel’s prime minister proposed negotia- 
tions for a final peace settlement with the Pales- 
tinians. But talks stalled because of new Israeli 
settlements, Islamic suicide bombers and an 

      

st in- 
itants 

    

Israeli assassination attempt on a Hamas leader. 
otk protesters tar- 

geted strangman Slobodan Milosevic. but fal- 

tered. In neighbouring Bosnia, a peace treaty 
foundered as Serb factions nearly collapsed into 
civil war. Nearby Albania needed international 
help to end anarchy after investment schemes 
weni awry. 

Elsewhere - in the hills of southern Lebanon, 
the villages of Algeria, the mountains of 
Afghanistan, the jungies of Sri Lanka, the 

  

forests of Burundi and Rwanda - nothing could* 
stop the bloodshed. - ca ] 

Brinksmanship raised the likelinood ot 
more. Iraq kicked out Americans serving as 
United Nations weapons inspectoss. Yet the 
United States persisted, sending in hundreds of 
planes and thousands of troops. The chilling 
question: is Iraq preparing chemical weapons? 

Could there be a happy ending to a year of 
vioience and confronaiion? 

Concerned about global warming, dozens of 
nations pledged to reduce emissions. And more 
than 120 conntries hanned landmines. “It's a 

  

ne {i of superpower. It is 
said Jody V Wlic 
won the Nobel peace prize. “It is everybody. We 

are the superpower.” 
r 2 dos 

The Earth’s best-ever glimpse of Mars. The 
hat defeated the hest flesh-and-blood 

chess player. The world’s first surviving septu- 
plets. 

Amid so many bloody endings, there are 
beginnings. Welcome, 1998. ~ Sapa-AP 

    

    

d lamb named Dally     
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5OUTH AFRICA'S QUALTY SUNDAY NEWSFAPER 

Nlocerwdor 28 /797 
Wher faced with the worst 

let's learn from the best <f 

olice breaktaroughs this wiek 

in tracking down leading mem- 

bers of a brital gang of arred 

yobbers provide a welcome note 

of encoaragement on which toend a t-ou- 

bled year for the crirainal justice system. 

The men and women of the National 

Special Investigations Unit (NSIU) under 

Directo: Bushie Engelbrecht have shown 

remarkable dedication and thorougl ness 

over what should have been a tine of 

much-needed rest for them. 

But the significar.ce of their efforts goes 

beyond both laudable individual coramit- 

ment znd a couple of key arrests. 1t also 

sets out a model that the rest of the coun- 

try's police divisiors might begin to study 

and consider following. 
i 

“The NSIU is an elite unit of well- 

traired, highly motivated men and 

worren, Some are relative novices but the 

squaci as a whole is led and schocled by 

seniot officers wita vast experience. 

In this operation they have creatively 

expnnded the working team, drawing in 

expe:tise and personnel frora other units 

and encouraging inputs from officers and 

consacts in the field. 

The SAPS has said it seeks to create 

pockets of excellence within its structures, 

whose experience, 

ity it hopes will inspire higher standards 

witliin the force and increased public con- 

expertise and credibil- - 

fidence in the society beyond. 

While it might not have the im aediate 

popular appeal of a major crime st 700p OF 

the FR value of a uniform char ge, the 

slow, steedy building up of inve: tigative 

skills and the forging of links Tretweer 

what have all tco often been disparate: 

units and regions holds out the >rospect 

of amuca more effective and pro ‘essional 

cr.me-fightiag force in the long trr. 

The key to moving forward 1ith this, 

though, will be ensuring that vnits and 

programmes that succeed are jiven the | 

Tesources aad the political supp rt neces- 

sarv to take the fight to the crim nals. 

Tosay the police need money ist't new. 

They've been cash-strapped ‘or years, 

and low pay has fed corruption, a fect 

starkly emphasised by the a leged in- 

volvement. of at least two policemen in 

the syrdicate that Engelbrecht'; team has 

Deen working to crack. o 

But while it is undeniable th at the con- 

ditions of all in the police nee L tabe ime 

proved, that has to go hand in hend with 

a rigorous examination of wkere money 

is being wasted and 2 careful considera- 

tion of hcw best resources can be used. As 

one senior officer put it earlicr “his yeas 

let's wor'< smarter, not harder 

The recent successes of the NSIU 302 

long way towards illustrating the valie of 

that approach. - 

  

    

  

  

 



  

we'te doing pretty 
S wndoy IM%EX{M Llocemiber 2% /977 

€ i disitiusioiiiiiciit experienced by muny, the South African economy remains robust, 
     LJESpile Liie tnpatieiic 

i =1l 
Wil 

apartheid is gone and civil strife and revolution have been averted 
  

BY ADRIAN HADLAND 

As 1997 comes to an end and the his- 
toric era of the Mandela presidency 
enters its final fap, two key trends 
have characterised the infant, post- 
apartheid democracy that is South 
Atrica this year. 

On one hand, the country has en- 
joyed a quiet satisfaction that all is 
going wlatively well, that siate insti- 
tutions continue to function, that the 
economy remains robust, that apart- 
heid has been discarded and that the 
dangers of civil strife and revolution 
have beein safely negotiated. 

On the other hand, the soul- 
<hing and intense seli-absorpiion 

  

   

   

  

its place in the world has encouraged 
a general sense of insecuy     
brooding weight of the past. 

The result is a kind of national 
lisuplucuie, proud aiu cornaent 

    

   
Certainly at a gracernote lov 

current dispensation has begun 
have an impact on the lives of ordi- 
nary South Africans. The construction 
of new houses is closing in on the 
500 000 mark, water and electricity 

at is natural to a new entity seeking ; 

reach more communities than ever, 
abortions are now legal, educational 
facilities are being shakily extended, 
health and welfare provision are gath- 
ering pace, local government clec- 
tions have extended democracy and 
the dispossessed are moving back on 
to their land. A 

But impatience and disillusion- 
ment prevail and are, in some cases, 
being nurtured. : 

This is fuelled both by the public 
perception that corruption is alive 
and thriving-at the heart of the state 

‘machine and that political representa- 

tives have become isolated and unac- 
countabie to their communities. 

A survey published earlier this 
month found that six in ten South 
Africars believed the government — 

   
tensively corrupt. Seven in ten whites 
and indians, five in 10 coloureds and 
inghfly under half of blacks thought 

  

survey. . 

Another survey, by Berlin’s Trans- 
‘parency International, found South 
Africa was the 33rd most corrupt 

_country out gf 52 .gurvexed» {com- pared with 23%‘6‘\'1’1'0{ 54 Tast year), ~ 
»_ Little wonder Mandela chided the 
ANC party faithful last week for ca- 
reerism, “rank indiscipline” and a 
”des&erate desire to accumulate 
wealth in the shortest period of time” 

Mandelz hiated tov thai the parry 
system, by which politicians .are 

elected according to the proportion of 
the vote rather than by a specific, geo- 
graphical congtjtuency, would have to 
B -Gite pussibie means of 
improving accountability. 

Rut 3 

accountability have gained import- 
ance in the public consciousness, it is 
also true that institutior 

   

   

        

  

Protector, a more accessible parlia- 
ment, independent auditors and at- 

1ave veLuIme more 
at exposing e, 

e of our more creative depart- 
ments this year hag haon < = 
services. They have proposed the use 
of mine-shafts, prison ships, the C- 
Max ultra-security jail and even the 
Ponte tower in )ohann&burg as ways 
of dealing with the better policing, 

    

    

  

  

Several steps down democracy’s road and 

  

imebomb: syb-Saharan Africa is 
headed for a real Aids crisis "k 

  

Prisoners have themselves heen 
pretty creative in 1997, managing to 
escape from virtually every jail and 
police station in the country. 

Siipuisisgly, fewer prisoners have 
in fact taken fight this year (557) com- 
pared with last year's 1345, 

  

  
 



  

Crooks also scem to have becorfie 

more adept and audacious in their 
craft. An automatic feller machine 
containing about R221)0 was stolen 
from police headquariers in I'reloria 
during the year. Rightvinger Willem 
Ratte and friends managed to break 
into the Pomfret military base. The 
National Intelligence Service 
puters w2re stolen and thieves raided 
Actonvilie police staticn in February 
making off with 50 fir:arms, includ- 
ing 10 shotguns. 

The leists of cask-in-transit con- 
voys and exccution df any security 
guards in attendance hes become a 
mult-million rand industry. 

    

But the cops have got better, too. 
Crime in most serious categories is 
down - with the notable exception of 
rape - and warlords r2sponsible for 
mass murders in Shobashobane and 
Richrord in KwaZulu-Natel were' 
brought 10 book. South Africa’s most 
dangerous criminal, Moses Sithole, 

4 for 2410 years after being 
found guilty of 38 muwders, 40 rapes 
and six robberies. Mandela told the 
ANC conference that 85 percent of 
murders committed against farmers 
in the Free State had teen solved and 
the suspects prosecutedl. 

Overarching a legal system bat- 
tling to get its act together has been 
the Conttitutional Cetirt, which-has. 

.. made important rulings. Tthas served 

  

“to belster the new rights givén to 
South Africans in 1994 and has placed 
the country on a consiitutional path 
that is the envy of may nations. 

1997 was also a key year for the 
Truth ard Reconcilia‘ion Commis- 
sion. Thousands of people appeared 
befonz it Lo confess their abuses or tell 
of how they were abused in the past. 
The bus ness community, churches, 
the legal profession, journalists, state 
institaticns, political patties, former 
security ‘orce members and individu- 
als from across the pelitical spectrum 
also testified about their role in 
apartheid. 3 

The highest-profile event was the 
spec.al hearing into the Mandela 
United Football Club and examina- 
tion of the role of Wirnie Macikizela- 
Mandele in human rizhts abuses. 

Entirely unconnected was Ty- 
Ehocn Winnie, which caused may- 
em in Asia this year. Almost 300 peo- 

ple ciied in the wake' of the world's 
worst storm, which ravaged China, 
Taiwan and the Philippines. 

While the truth ccmmission was 
hearing evidence aad considering 

_Families of Richnond _murder. 
victims — arrests have been made 

  

amnesty applications, it was also 
working on aow to acknowledge the 
victims of three decaces of violenca. 
A fund of R billion is expected to be 
created to assist in this. 

The story of the truth cemmission, 
though, is fa- from toldl. in the next s x 
months we :an expect ‘0 see former 
state presideat PW Botha called to a>- 
count, the /frikaner Weerstandsbe- 
weging brought to the witness bex 
and a }éost of other ugly inciderts ex- 
posed. 

Though staggere¢ by the plum- 
meling golc price and buffeted Ly 
floundering international markets, 
the economy has held up relatively 
well over the year. The jrowth rate is 
down, but s, is the level of industrial 
action which, at 510 000 man-days 
lost, is the lcwest sinc2 1990, 

The government's Growth, Enm- 
ployraent ard Redistribution strategyy 
remains the subject o’ intense debate 
and the Employment Equity Bill also 
sparked serious controversy. 

But a sign that we are at least 

   

  

uoving soiaething right, Trevor 
Manuel was this year voied the best 
minister of {inance in Africa by the in- 
fluential Euronioney magazine. 

Concerns, too, about the fl-ght of 
capital following the lifting of some 
exchange control mechanisms proved 
unfounded 

. Politically, it has bezn an interest- 
ing year. The National Party lost its 
leader, FW De Klerk, and heir appar- 
ent Roelf Meyer. It then Jost five by- 
elections in a row and, urder its new 
leader, Marthinus vaa Schalkwyk, 
looks to be struggling ‘o maintain its 
mairily whi‘e support base. 

    

This, to a larg2 extent, has been 

taken up by the Democratic Party 

which continues o ennoy the ruling 

party, now the Al C, by its errier-like 

determination to :xpose and criticise. 

The DP turned down an offer by 

Mandela to jein t € ANC ad Inkatha 

Freedom Farty ir cabinet, ¢Ithough — 

surprisingly — it £ 1id yes to an offer to 

join the NP-led provinci al govern- 

‘ment in the West :rn Cape. 

The Pan Afri anist Co1gress was 

racked by intern  cissent and is cur- 

rently taking le al action against its 

former presiden . Clarenc Makwetu. 

It appears unlik ly to ma<e any sub- 

stantiel gains ev n with the assistance 

of grassroots dis llusionment. 

More willing and pethaps better 

placed to take a lvantage of this is the 

new United De mceratic Movement, 

founded by Meyer and Bantu ; 

Holomisa this “ea; which could yet 

cause an elector 2l upset in the Eastern 

Cape . 

The ANC i lliance (ommucs‘ 

hold its broad church ‘ogether 

faces dilficult  hallenges ahead, both 

from within a1d without the party. 

The party’s 30th coaference”in 

Mafikerig last veck provided a pow- 

erful baromete - of the state of the or- 

ganisaticn and the tensions and dy- 
namics with wl ich it is a:terapting to 
deal. The party sstill ast oe-in for the 
1999 elections, t e build-up for which 
begins in earne t next year. 

Ona lighter 1te, anumber of new 
records and ickieverients were 
claimed in Sou h Alfrica during 1997. 

South Africans were ranked the 
world’s third sest lovers, after the 
French and Aiaericans, in a survey 
conducted by Durex. Tke Economist 
Intelligence Uy it rated South Africa 
the cheapest o} 27 countsias in w 
to run a busin: ss and the numbel 
international v sitors to South Africa 
continued to ¢ mb new heights, up a 
full 15 percent sver last rear. 

Cne of thes : visitors to the Johan- 
nesburg Inter 1ational airport set a 
new record o his owr: in 1997: he 
swallowed 9¢ ccndon's full ‘of co- 
caine, uncom or‘ably sreaking the 
previous mark of 90. 

The year al o rnarkec: the first time 
South Africa has part cipated in a 
Nato military 2xercise. ‘Jur two hap- 
less, part-time represen at”>:s under- 
went combat . nd survival uwiting in 
Norway. 

    

  
 



  

A parting note should, howeves, 
be made about the Aids epideraic. 
The World Health Organisaticn re- 
ported this year tha: sub-Saharan 
Africa had only 3 percent of the 
world’s Aids population, yet 55 per- 
cent of its HIV-positiv: cases. We are 
heading toward a real crisis in this re- 
gard, the discovery of the flawed Vi- 
rodene by South African scieatists 
nctwithstanding. 

Overall, while transformation is 
slow and many obs'acles remain, 
Scuth Africa is now several st2ps 
down democracy road. It is a jouraey 
few now regret, but vne which will 
provide considerable challenges in 
th2 year ahead. 

      

   



  

'ANC look more to what the 
i e 7] . p > < 7 - ( porelipe) [ ndejzendent. flecorwder 2 /9o 

~ people'want - not Cosatu 

Magoba: ‘not really in the game’ 

  

The coming year will be marked by 
rhetoric, grandstanding and 
possibly even regrouping as e his 

# job. 

government and its opponents He predicts a lot of jockeying with- 
prepare for the elections tobe held  in the ANC about who will eventually 
eany in 1999, writes John succeed Mbeki as deputy president of 

MacLen € the country. “I am not sure Jacob 

lacLennan Zuma (recently elected deputy presi- 
dent of the ANC) is the man. 

“They needed an etluii 

is quite possible he will become irri- 
tated if Mandela does his thing and 

o d more difficult for    
   

   

   
All eyes will is0 be On new African alance, 
National Congress president Thabo  but the ANC deputy president will be 

Mbeki as he begins increasingly to  viewed as almost our president-elect 

show hig hand after Mbeki goes. Zuma makes sense 
2 nrecidency von 

  

   

  

Zuma hae. 
“Thabo’s challenge is to put in 

would not be surprised if tension  place a deputy that would have the 

develops between President Nelson ~ confidence of the country and the 

Mandeia and Moeki. “Mbekiis now  woild.” 
Mandela’s party boss and Mandela is He and other experts predict on- 

his boss as president of the country.It going tensiop in the ANC alliance. 

joi 

The problem of the left, however, is 

that they don’t have policies of their 
own nor do they have candidates for 

the top job. 
Willie Breytenbach of Stellen- 

bosch University says Mbeki’s sup- 
port for a more effective state 
machine could lead to many redun- 
dancies and this could trigger mass 

action among teachers and public ser- 
vauits. This could fucl tex n the 
government if they start organising 
through Cosatu. He believes the ANC 
will make no more concessions to 
1ahour “What came out strongly at 
Mafikeng was that the African people 
are saying that they are bearing the 
hrunt of unemployment in South 
Africa and they are demanding more 

    

os. 
The ANC are now looking more 

t the people want 
ral what Cosatu wants. Next 
year will be the beginning of the end 

  
  

  

 



       
    

of: relauonshxp between the two. 
Hi redicting. the 

y collapse afier 
the 1999 elections. 

He believes people wxll become 
more aggressive in looking after their 
own mterests and farmers and Ian» 

      
law into their own hands 

The coming year will also see the 
end ofthe Bothasaga 28 wallas tha end of the Botha saga as well as the 
TRC. Its final report is sure to be con- 
troversial and divisive as it attempts 

h an authorised and 
politically correct version of our past. 

  

  tocomeup w 
  

ratic Party, the National Party and 
the United Democratic Movement 
and perhaps even the Freedom Front 
will be trying to reach some under- 
standing on means to oppose the 
ANC, bul mergers are unlixely. 

There will be continued attempts 
to co-opt the Inkatha Freedom Party 

  

     

In opposition politics the Democ-" 

by the ANC and by this time next year 
there will be clarity on whether IFP 
ieader Mangosuthu Butheiezi 
becomes the next deputy president of 
the country. 

Themba Sono of Pretoria Univer- 
sity says all attention will focus on 

  

election as pundlts attempt ‘o gauge 
the ’s electoral support. 

win, bui not by the 
same huge majority. We will also see 
‘whether the ANC overtures to the [FP 
costs Inkatha votes.” 

The professor believes the UDM 

   

.will pick up support in the former 
Transkei and the DP will continue to 
make inroads, especially among for- 
mer NP supporters. He believes the 
NP will continue to be a factor only in 
the Western and Northern Cape. 

‘Tne Pan Africanist Congress, In 
his view, has good opportunities 
because it has no way to go but up. 

     

       
       
     

    

  

     
        

       
      

    
         

      
      
      
       

   

Buthelezi: the next deputy president? 

  
 



  

      

- Even fri 

/ By Lu*lli Mzoywase % 

Nana Khoxa’s Christmas holidays 
have never been the same snce the 
gruesome murder of her husband in 
KwaZulu-Natal ten years ago. 

This Chuistinas Eve, she is to be 
found with he: longstandiry; friend 
Petros Hlorgwane, with wiom she 
shares many things. Both are faithful 
supporters of ihe Inkatha *-cedom 
Party, both come from KwaZulu- 
Natal and both have lived for more 
than 10 Kcars ia the Dube hosiel ir: 
Soweto, home t> mainly Zulu-speak- 
ing people. 

Between them they have seen 
countless friends killed or disabled in 
the violence that has divid21 their 
party and the African National Con- 
gress. Both are ‘<een to discuss what 
President Nelson Mandela could 
have meant when he extended the 
hand of friendship to the IF) at last 
wecek’s ANC cor gress. 

Could he mean a merger between 
the two parties? And, if so, vould it 
be a good idca? 

0za believes in the IFP; skie says 
she believes in its principles, But she 
is delighted at the idea that ke two 
parties may become one. Siting on 
the edge of a ceinent table ch pping 
carrots, she szys the amalgamation of 
the two longstarding foes w li help 
heal the wounds and bridge the di- 
vide between the two. 

She says her new optimisin has 
much to do with the future of her 
three childrer, who lost their father 
when a group of gunmen riowed 
him down while he was on his vy to 
a shop. Khoza, ‘who was 21 at the 
time, says: “I tried to find out about 
his dfiath b;;: T haven't been ale to 
et the truth from the people who 

Enew him.” e 
Dropping the knife in her lands 

she says: “Bapheli'e abafowethu, ingane 
zeflu azinabo'baba {many of our broth- 
ers are dead and our kids are father- 
less]. It is a nice thing that they are 
thinking of coming together. Tk peo- 
ple who talk politics and disagrze on 
these matters are the leaders, but we 
are the people who are being k licd.” 

However, Hlongwane, 34, ¢ secu- 
tity guard at the local government 
offices in Dule, was not impwssed 
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ends 

with the utterarces of his friend. 
Looking at her with shock, he bellows 
in a heavy voice: “Ca, no, no, nc. 
Angcke kulunge loko [that won't ba 
right]. The ANC has lorig killed our 
brothiers and now they want to be cne 
with us. It was the ANC that said ‘e 
were government stooger. They must 
first retract publicly tie.r insults o 

wmntwana [Mangosuthu Buthelezi] - 
calling him a government stooge. 
Sevcral of my friends dicd because of 
the ANC, they must ccme forward 
and (el us what happened. There is a 
lot taat must be done before we zan 
talk of a merger. Their supporters 
killed us and t‘ie)' get aranesty with- 
out fully disclosing what they did end 

whe instructed them. But when the 
IFP inembers ask for amuesty they are 
grillad” 

Ii:is not long before Hlongwane :s 
shouted down. Khoza's sentimenis 
seen to have struck a chord with ari- 
other four women in the small com- 
murai kitchen. 

“Who dies in the viclence? Mar- 

dela or Buthelezi? Or is i: us, our Fus- 
bands and kids? Don’t talk shit, 
Hlongwane,” they cry. 

In several interviews conducted 
by The Sunday Independent it was the 
wonien who tended to be in favour of 
a merger and men who were against 
it. It is this gender pattein of willing- 
ness to forgive and recorcile that aas 

been noticed, too, by officials of the 
truth commission. 

Cumisa Ntsebeza, the head of the 
comnission’s investigative unit, says: 

- “Despite the fact that most of the peo- 
ple who suffered through the atroci- 
ties were women, it has been womren, 
certzinly black women, \who are will- 
ing to forgive.” 

He cites as an exampic the mother 
of one of the Guguletu Seven, who 
were all murdered. She saw a police 
video of her son’s body being 
dragged by police with & rope. 

TPENIST Dg Jew. © 

can't agree on w 
the IFP and ANC should merge 

“She lost ker cool and cried,” says 
Nisebeza, “but when the opporti nity 
was; made for her to mee one ¢ the 
policemen involved in the killiny she 
was the first t embrace him. She said 
‘I forgive you and accept your rec uest 
[for forgiveness]’.” 

But men seem less willin j to 
~reconcile = certair 
Onc male resident, who hzs be n 2 
member of the IFP since his sc iocl 
days in Bergyille, sides with Hing- 
ware: “Has the ANC fulfilled its pre- 
election agreement on internati »al 
mediation? They are probably tr ring 
to pull tae wool over Buthelezi's ace. 

“If h2 agrezs, that will be the and 
of the IFP. They have been fryin ; to 
desmai‘ it for z long time anyway * 

Although some critics may a gue 
that the merger between the two sar- 
ties is a political ploy to move to- 
wards z one-party state, for mny 
women in the hostel it is more 1 1an 
that. For them, it is intricately lir ec| 
to day-to-day survival in a hostile en- 
vironment where, as Khoza says, ‘we 
can’t: even weer our party T-shirte *. 

Freddlie Reiter, an ANC suppc ter 
who lives with his family in a fi use 
in Mofolo, takes the opposite v ew 
from. most of the men interviewe: . A 
merger, he says, “will stop the IFP 

  

from killing us. There are a lot of  eo- 
ple vho have clied already and for me 
there is ro other alternalive”. 

If a raerger; or even an allia ce, 
were to fake place, wha: would b its 
effect in KwaZulu-Natal, which 1as 
borne the brunt of political violen: e? 

Cne possibility is that it might re- 
suscitate talk adout a special amn sty 
deal between the IFP and the AN( ., 

But KwaZu'u-Natal truth com is- 
sioner Richard Lyster dismisses s ich 
speculation. “There is no passibi ity 
of exterding the cutoff date {or 
amnesty’ unless parliarent chan jes 
the law, but it is highly unlikely. 

“There has been falk of a spe ial 
amnesty deal, but neither of the two 
parties have consulted us,” he say . 

See Letters: Page 9 
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ters — mostly women — say the marrmge would help eal the wounds of the pust but most of the men are unwilling to forgive ay# 
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vane, far right, who opposes a merger, refused to be photographed. But wom®®n the hostels are more ready to forgive  


