
OP1782is 018 

     



  

SUNDAY TIMES Extra October 18 1987 

   



=4
 

Mr Noko Ramodila . tipj succeed 
Phatudi as Lebowa’s Chief Minister 

to 

   

Dr 

. YOUNG PLANNING 
MINISTER TIPP 
AS 

Kgoshi ‘Matlala was 
ousted by Dr-Phatudi in 
the 1973 elections, while 
Kgoshi Mothiba, a gra- 
duate from the Univers- 
ity of the North, has 
been in the cabinet for 
10 years — first as the 
Minister of Works. 

But because of Kgoshi 
Matlala’s intention to opt 
for independence, the 
battle will be contested be- 
tween Kgoshi Mothiba and 

gty could it Al nof 
be contacted fo{* ccomment 
because they were both in   

   
mourning for Dr Phatudi, it 
is believed Mr Ramodike 
stands the best chance. 

The new Chief Minister 
will be elected at the 
Lebowa Legislative Assem- 
bly on Wednesday. 

Buried 
@ More than 20 000 e 

ple paid tribute to Dr Pha- 
tudi, who was buried at   LEBOWA No 1 

By THOMAS LEKGOTHOANE 
| | 

WHILE a bitter struggle is hotting up for No 1 position in 
the Lebowa government, Mr Noko Ramodike, young, 
articulate Minister of Economics and Planning, is tipped 
to be the 
Minister. 

But there 
Kgoshi Mol 

late Dr Cedric Phatudi’s successor as Chief 

possible candidates. 
i omel:iuerumuh Matlala, former Chief Minister, and 

Kgoshi Lesiba lsMothiba,Mmis'A;roiFmance,mulnqldwuin 
the i runnin, } 
ItbmlgvmmMJmm,mwrthmm,mflm 

Boleu Harry 
“hot seat”. 

Rammupudu, Minister of Education, are not contesting the 

  5 v A 

“Hero’s Acre” at Lebowak- 
| gomo on Friday. They in- 

cluded Mr Chris Heunis, 
| South African Minister of 
Constitutional Develop- 
ment and Planning and 
Gerrit Viljoen, Minister of 
Education. 

Among others were the 
leader of the Labour Party, 
the Rev Allan Hendrikse, 
the Chief Minister of Gaza- 
nkulu, Professor H E 
Ntswanwisi. the Chief Min- 
ister of Ka-Ngwane, Mr 
Enos Mabusa, the Chief 
Minister of QwaQwa, “Dr 
Kenneth Mopeli, Bishop 
Barnabas Ramarumo Lek- 

ne, leader of the Zion 
tian Church, and sen- 

ior olflc{,ael.;dfflmmnd’l‘rm. 
a - 

thatswana. 

History' 
Mr Heunis said Dr Pha- 

tudi was a great leader and 
a politician, a man of h{fih 
ideals, as evidenced by the 
social, economic and politi- 

[Neal history of Lebowa, 
Mr Heunis said Dr Pha- 

tudi was against violence 
and terrorism, not only in 
Lebowa but in the whole of   South Africa. 

| 

He had always believed 
that South Africa was one 
country and that all its 
ple must share one destiny, 
and he accepted a federal 
solution as a solution which 
could bring together again 
all those areas which had 
been severed politi 
from :ln:h nu::r tllr?ulg!i 
a) 3 

A tributé from the Chief Minister tl;o‘ Kwazulu, Dr 
, was 

read by the Kwazulu Minis- 
ter of Education and Cul- 
ture, Dr O Dhlomo. 

Concerned 

Dr Buthelezi said Dr 
Phatudi was a non-racist, a 
democrat and a pragmatist 
who was concerned to 
make government the gov- 
ernment of the le. 

“While South m: was 
moving again towards an- 
other e of escalat- 

in 1983 to bring 
Black leaders together in a 
federal structure, which he 
believed could la 

a national solution to South   Africa':z‘;roblems," said Dr 
| Buthel 

“We were true partners 
in_the struggle for liber- 
ation and shared goals and 
a commitment to those 
goals. . 

“This was demonstrated 
by the invitation which he 
extended to me to address 

1984   %lbabwa Legislative As- 
ly in ? s 

| 
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HE looks just like any other township kid. At 
13, he is only a metre tall. He usually wears 
his only pair of shorts and a dirty shirt. 
His tackies are beginning to split at the 
seams. 

He loves to watch football and to jive to Miriam 
Makeba songs played by the jukebox in the town- 
ship cafés. Some afternoons he plays a mean game 
of pinball. 

But Stompo’s life is not all child’s play. He has 
become a legend in his home township of Tuma- 
hole in the Free State where he is known as the 
tough general of the little people’s army — the 
powerful group of young activists, the “Under 
Fourteens” — who are 
tes. 

the We of the vigilan- 

As leader of the Under Fourteens, Stompo has 
more than 1500 children under his command. Their 
mission: to protect the residents of Tumahole from 
aggressive acts by the hated “A-Team” vigilantes 
and ight for residents’ rights. 

ut his hardline militancy has often put him in 
the firing line. He has lost count of the number of 
times he has been arrested and detained. His latest 
(and longest) stint was 11 months. 

Stompo also appeared in court on charges of 
public violence, which were later withdrawn.. 

He earned. ‘Stompo — which means   the-piekname 
the toughest part of a tree — for his fearlessness 
and commitment. 

The young boy said thi 
of dying. He is fearless. 

“Children are better 

is week that he had no fear 

than adults because they 
_are not afraid. Adults run away when the police 

come,” he said. 
He does not believe he 

will live long. Asked if he 
hoped one day to have a 
family, he said he did not 
think it would be possi- 
ble. “They can come and 
shoot me any time,” he 
said. 

With the fervour of a 
martyr, he said: “I do not 
mind dying for the strug- 
gle” 

Stompo moves careful- 
ly in the township and is 
usually protected by at 
least four young body- 
guards. Everv ¥zhf ha 

ounges 

Membership is open to 

anyone under 14. Their 
youngest recruit is eight. 

However, like millions 
of young boys the ‘world 

over, Stompo thinks girls 

are “sissies” and they 
aren’t invited to join “the 
struggle”. 

“You can't trust ladies, 
they tell our secrets. 
Also, they are not strong 
enough to be with us.” 

Cohesiveness and unity 
are emphasised by the 
Fourteens who say that if 
one member is detained, 
every member must 
work for his release. 

The fact that young 
children can organise 

themselves effectively is 
something that has baf- 
fled the adults in the 
community. 

The chairman of the 
Tumahole Civic Associa- 
tion, Adam Mosepedi, 
said: “Even we don’t 
know how these children 
can be like this.” 

He said the parents 
wanted to see the chil- 
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sleeps in a different 
place. 

His mother supports 
him but he is suspicious 
of his stepfather whom 
he claims is an inform- 
er and regularly beats 
him with a stick. 

He has been an activ- 
ist since the age of 10 

  

when he and his best 
friend Gilly formed the 
Under Fourteens at a 
time of heightened ten- 
sion in the township. 

‘The Soweto uprising of 
1976 and the increasing 
involvement of young 
children in political 
structures in the town- 
ship formed the backdrop 
to the formation of the 
group. 

  

“We started the Four- 
teens at the time of un- 
rest. They (the vigilantes) 
were oppressing us. At 
school they would ask us 
for money for no good 
reason. People were 
being shot in the streets,” 
he said. * 

“Our families were not 
owning their own homes. 
It seemed ias if the Gov- 
ernment‘;\was not in- 

1 

. LIFE in the lowmr;ips is not all play for boys like GILLY, second-in- 

command of the Under Fourteens 

dren back at school and 
off the streets. 

The politically active 
children have found 
themselves barred from 
school. 

Stompo said that when 
he was released from de- 
tention he arrived at 
school and his headmis 
tress phoned the police 
who ordered him off the 
property. 

He left school last year 
when he was in standard 
two. A bright pupil, he 
said, his marks were 
usually in the top four of 
a class of 45. 

His ambition is to be 
a scientist and he bor- 
rows books from friends 
in a bid to keep up with 

his studies. He loves 
playing chess, a game he 
learnt while in detention. 

While his white coun- 
terparts may be discus- 
sing their Famous-Five 
adventure books, Stompo 
studies the Freedom 
Charter, which he knows 
by rote. 

Home is a forlorn two- 
roomed shack which he 
sometimes shares. with 
his parents and his youn- 
ger brother. 

His days have no par- 
ticular routine and he 
wanders the streets talk- 
ing to the children. 

Stompo is a disarm- 
ingly warm and trusting 
pérson who regularly 
flashes an impish smile. 
Yet when he talks it is 

with the coldness of one 
who has no sympathy for 
the “enemies of the peo- 
ple”. 
Toughened by his 

apartheid upbringing and 
battered by his encoun- 
ters in jail, Stompo acts 
like one who has seen it 
all... 

But political scientists 
point out that it is well 
documented that children 
are better survivors than 
adults. 

Dr Tom Lodge of the 
Department of Political 
Studies at the Universi- 
ty of the Witwatersrand 
said studies from the 
World War 2 holocaust 
showed that children 
proved to be the best sur- 
vivors. 

terested in us.” 
When recruiting new 

members, Stompo said he 
was careful to point out 
that his group were not 
fighting whites. “We ex- 
plain to them the tactics 
of the Government and 
the laws that oppress us. 
We tell them it doesn’t 
mean that any white man 
is our enemy. 

“We say we are fight- 
ing for equal rights and 
we want to be equal be- 
fore the law irrespective 
of colour, sex or reli- 
gion.” 

Recruits were also told 
that the Fourteens were 
not “trying to show off”. 

Stompo said most peo- 
ple in the township re- 
spected them but there 
were those who said they 
were doing what they 
were doing “because we 
-are only children”. 
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‘They have eme 
about but to be talked to 
POLITICAL scientist Tom Lodge 
calls them the lost generation. 

They are the legion of black children 
who have formed the front line in the 
township conflicts and who have be- 
come brutalised by the violent environ- 
ment. 

Unempl! t, economic and social 
deprivation coupled with a Government 
clampdown on black leadership struc- 
tures has produced an angry young 
black generation. 
According to Dr Lodge and Mark Swilling of the University of the Witwa- 

tersrand, it is possible that of the 879 
Ppeople killed in 1985, more than half 
were children. 

Of the thousands detained under 
emergency regulations from July 1985 
to March 1986, 26 percent were younger 
than 18 and 61 percent were younger 
than 25. 

Dr Lodge and Mr Swilling, in an arti- 
cle in Africa Report, argue that unem- 
ployment and a “cultural revolution, a 
mef in values and conventions 
of the profoundest type” has shaped 
black South Africa over the past 10 
years. 

“Since the Soweto uprising, when a 
classroom rebellion broke the intimi- 
dated silence of the older generation, 
young people have experienced an un- 
precedented moral ascendancy within 
the black communities. 

“It is perhaps most evident in peo- 
ple’s behaviour at funer- 

  

erged as a group not to be talked ] 
— joint and equal partnerst| 

Anger 
shoves 
the 

  

young to 
the fore 

als, for on these occa- 
sions the customary def- 
erence of the young to 
the old has been over- 
turned. Time was when 
funerals commemorated 
the lives and achieve- 
ments of the departed 
with solemn and time- 
worn ritual. Now things 
are different. Funerals 

are a time for looking 
forward not back. 

“The young predomi- 
nate among the speech- 
makers ... and the coffin 
is no longer borne away 
in a creaking Cadillac 
but carried instead on the 
shoulders of young 
mourners wearing the 
  B 2 

bright T-shirts of youth 
congresses, civic assoca- 
tions and the African Na- 
tional Congress.” 
After 1976 schools 

were rapidly politicised 
and during the 1980s in- 
creasingly well organ- 
ised. 

It is against this back- 
ground that the youth re- 
volt emerged — ranging 
from highly politicised 
and articulate schoolchil- 
dren to “bands of feral 
children”. ¢ 

The youth became an 
active force in township 
politics bringing an egali- 
tarian rather than hierar- 
chical social order to the 
townships. 

Said a community 
leader, the Rev Molefe 
Tsele: “The youths are a 
joint and equal partner in 
all processes of commu- 
nity life. They emerged 
as a group not to be 
talked about, but to be 
talked to.” 

Dr Lodge and Mr 
Swilling say that unless 
the country’s agonising 
conflicts are to endure 
indefinitely, negotiation 
of one form or another 
must occur. 

But, they argue, “the 

more the revolutionaries 
have to depend on the 
reckless heroism of this 
lost generation of chil- 
dren, the less they will be 
able to offer their 
nents at the negotiating 
table”. 
Professor Fatima 

Meer of the University of 
Natal said the breakdown 
of inter-generational 
leadership and the vio- 
lent conditions in the 

ips have produced 
a generation of children 
who are forced to form 
their own normative 
structures. 

“The African town- 
ships are riddled with 
fear, there is a feeling 
that nobody is going to 
look after you and that 
everybody is against you. 

“The children have the 
feeling that there is no- 
body to turn to and it is 
against this background 
that they invent their 
own norms. 

“They learn to survive 
on their own terms in a 
situation where they are 
dragged into total vio- 
lence. 

“The only situation in 
which they are forced to 
survive is one of vio- 

lence. There is nothing in | 
their environment which | 
cultivates a it 

  

“ of the most dis- | 
turbing aspects is that 
our youth has been de- 
prived of inter-genera- | 
tional leadership. o 

“Each new generation | 
finds itself deprived of an 
accessible leadership | 
who would help them to | - 
develop an ideological 
framework. ¥ 

  

ther left the country or 
been locked up.” 

Professor Meer said 
the question was whether 
these children would “re- 
cover”. Aipad 

“We haven’t got the an- 
swer. I hope somehow we 
can draw the children 
away from that environ- 
ment and replace it with 
an environment they can 
have confidence and faith 
in. 

“We need to get the 
youth to relate to the 
total th Africa and to 
the world outside and to 
take them away from the 
isolation of the town- 
ships. ¢ 

gration and violence of ps.” 

According to Paul Zulu | 
of the University of 
Natal, the young are a 
particularly idealistic 
segment of society, rela- 
tively unburdened with 
social ibilities. 

In an article in Die 
Suid Afrikaan, he 
writes: “It is also true 
that their (the children’s) 
natural sense of adven- 
ture, their willingness to 
take Tisks also plays a 
role. 

“The thrill factor be- 
comes crystallised and 
intensified when the ad- 
-venture is in quest of an 
ideal” 

However, he says, the 
adventurousness and ide- 
alism run parallel to and 
oppose something else: 
an existential despair, a 
total vacuuum. 

““It is an idealism 
which exists side by side 
with the youth’s know- 
ledge that, as long as the 
present system exists, 
they have no future.”   
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Sunday Times | 
. THE PAPER FOR THZ PEOPLE 

Neither Common 
nor Wealthy 
EVERY two years, an odd as- 

sortment of government 
leaders meet at some a; ble 
sgot where the climate is toler- 

hotels are luxurious and 
acceptable. Once as- 

able, the 
the cate 

    

  
For, after all, a group of hij 

paid politicians cannug §| ghlly‘ 
whole week dwelling on only 

ing they really have in common, 
wi is ‘the shared experience of 
once having had ties — some 
voluntary, some not; some of hap- 
py m , some not — with Brit- 
ain’s faded imperial ?ast. . 

In Mr Pik Botha’s felicitous 
phrase, the Commonwealth is like 
an ap) ix; we know it is there, 
but we don’t know why. 

And so this year, as at so many 
Commonweall 
delegates devoted virtually all 

meetings past, the - 

their time to the one other issue 
that unites them, which is an ob- 
sessive concern with the affairs of 
‘an ex-member. 
. Of course South Africa is a huge- 
ly flawed, gravely troubled place. 

d of course the international 
community is entitled to express 
its concern about it. It is also un- 
derstandable that other nations 
should wish to influence our af- 
fairs for the better. 

Alas, this is not what we had 
from Vancouver this week. 

As usual, there was a rattle of 
stones flung from glass houses. As 
Amnesty International Jolnm out, 
33 of the 49 members the Com- - 

:pleaded for stricter 

monwealth are guilty of terribl 
breaches of human rights. S 

Most active in giving lectures on 
statesmanship were leaders from 
Africa, a continent in which 250 
leaders have been ousted in coups 
and thousands o';i)eople have been 
jailed or executed since Ghana be- 
came the first among them to win 
independence 30 years ago. 

As usual, Zambia’s “President 
for life”, Dr Kenneth Kaunda, 
wegt as he railed against the lack 
of democracy in South Africa and 

ons — 
without dwelling too much on the 
fact that Lusaka’s shops are full of 
South African products. 

At the end, there was the usual 

?t desx;ned : f“wa tify the i i more i 
egocentric needs of thg‘ drafters 
and to provide employment for 
their bureaucracies than actually 
to influence events in these parts. 

Only Mrs Thatcher — as if the 
forbearance she displa; to- 
wards her more hypocril col- 
lea; at past assemblies had fi- 
nally snapped — stood apart, 
especially on the question of sanc- 
tions,edvai:fe she qm:ercl‘t,y thy 
argu more pros) , rath- 
er than less, was the best means of 
ending apartheid. 

Commonwealth? Its members 
have little in common except folly, 
and m::;{ of its members have 
little wealth, save that which 

n from their links with Sou 
ica. ¢ 
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Hawke lashes B 
  

leaders had decided not 
Africa. 

chairman, Canadian Prime 
~ Frustrated by 
fusal to budge on 
Minister Robert Mugabe, 
accused her of being a 

racist who believed op- 
ression was the lot of 
lack people. 
With Mrs Thatcher bluntly 

dissenting, the rest agreed in 
a statement to: 

@®Set up a committee of 
foreign ministers to monitor 
developments in South 
Africa. 

@ Increase sanctions- 
‘monitoring measures. 

@ Initiate an expert study 
on the im| of financial 
sanctions on the South Afri- 
‘can economy. 

Guilty 
All countries agreed to 

stepped-up aid programmes 

to Mozambique and the 
Frontline states, with Britain 

and Canada pledging US$40- 

‘million to a project to reopen 

the Limpopo railway line. 

But the statement on South 

Africawas overshadowed 
‘when Mr Hawke launched his 
attack on British officials. 

He said the attempts to 
embarrass Mr Mulroney, in- 
cluding the much-publicised 

use of outdated trade statis- 

tics, defied imagination. 
e 

  

British Prime Minister Margaret 
sanctions, one of them, 

rits, 2anba MES - 

i By MIKE ROBERTSON: Vancouver J e 

THE simmering row bctween Britain and the rest of the 

Commonwealth erupted yesterday only hours after their 
on South to impose new sanctions 

Four Commonwealth leaders headed by Australian Prime Min- 
ister Bob Hawke rounded on British officials for waging an 

“abominable misinformation campaign” against 
Minister Brian firvney 

Suw~i 

Thatchler a racist 
ing at a Press con- 

ference with Mr Hawke, 
Zambian President Kenneth 

Kaunda, Indian Prime Minis- 
ter Rajiv Gandhi and Mr Mu- 

gabe l(mned in the attack. 
Dr Kaunda said the British 

were guilty of a deliberate 
campaign to insinuate that 

Mr Mulroney had badly mis- 
handled the conference. 
Mr Mu?abe said that, con- 

trary to what British officials 
were claiming, the confer- 
ence had gone well. It was 
Mrs Thatcher who was total- 
ly isolated. 

the conference 

‘Thatcher’s re- 
imbabwean Prime 

And Mugabe calls 

oV     
BOB HAWKE 

e e did not 
immediately to sfiud immedial 

gabe, but throughout the 

week she has infuriated 
Frontline leaders by 
‘mering home their inability 

to impose sanctions and the 
parlous state of 
mies in comj 
Africa’s ea 

their econo- 
to South 

time they have 
attacked her. 

Using arguments ad- 
vanced _originally by the 
South African busi com- 

‘munity, Mrs Thatcher said 
that only economic expan- 

sion would be able to create a 

r’SA 
&7 % 
‘gimatc in which South 
Africa would be toin- 
troduce more reforms. 

‘British officials said that 
ngqn rl:atur ';hat was _said 
about them they ano-ed to 
“get on with what we believe 

ight route of carrying 
ica towards a non- 

racial democratic state on a 
peaceful basis”. 

The committee of lqmg 
‘ministers will be chaired 
Canadian Foreign Minister 
Joe Clark. 

‘The committee’s first task, 
he said, would be to identify 
sanctions-busters as well to 
act on the report on financial 

ions. 

   

      

   

    
   

Proof 
Mr Hawke quoted SA 

Finance Minister Barend du 
Plessis as saying at the NP 
Congress in Durban that “the 
effect of sanctions should not 
be underestimated” f 

i it would prepare 
the way for the introduction 
of financial sanctions, which 
might turn out to be even 
more_effective than trade 
sanctions, he said. 

  

  

  
 



  

WO years ago it 
was still possible 
for a journalist 

based in Johannesburg 
to write a broadly co- 
herent article about the 
South African “reform 
process”. 

&}Jos&e we?m i;digoed 
-hlfady days, wi s 
 ‘Wegld ring excitedly from 
London to mon tips 
that Nelson lela was 
about to be released 
through the gates of Cape 
Town’s Pollsmoor Prison; 
when civil servants would 
advise journalists, with a 
nod and a wink, to hold 
space on the front page 
for news of the repeal of 
the Group Areas Act or 
related apartheid legisla- 
tion. 
Eminent ns  from 

the British Commonwealth 
could occasionally be seen 
wandering around the 
place. No one ever really 
thought they would achieve 
anything much, but it was 
nevertheless nice of them 
to take the trouble to come, 
and observers convinced 
themselves it must “signal” 
some or other. 

In South Africa there is a 
natural inclination to be op- 
timistic. Apartheid is such 
a peculiar political system 
that it requires constant 
psychological underpin- 
ning. White South Africans 
of all political persuasions 
need feel good about 
themselves lest the future 
becomes too dreadful to 
contemplate. 

0 liberals cling to the 
hope that the Government 
is about to confound its 
foreign critics and break 
the political logjam, while 
patriotic businessmen put 
up vast sums of money to 
lure “rebel” sports teams to 
the Republic. Few le 
o to watch the games, but 
at is by the way. The im- 
rtant thing is that they 

ave come at all; “We are 
not alone.” 

Most white South Afri- 
cans are feeling very good 
about themselves at the 
moment, and certainly a 

it deal better than they 
id two years ago. But their 

current cheerfulness is not 
related to the imminent 
prospect of radical political 
reform — quite the reverse, 
in fact. 

The point is that things b, 
have settled down again 
after three turbulent years. 
The ‘“enemies” overseas 
are now preoccupied with 
belligerent Arab states, and 

Las appear'o be geing o a 

Prewll)'la’s back. 5 
The sense of panic has 

lifted. When President 
Botha stands up and tells 
the world: “Tll do it my 

STEPHEN ROBINSON of the Daily 
Telegraph, London, finds the mood 
among the white community has 
brightened almost to the point of 
optimism in his 18-month absence 
from the country 

ANDAN 

PANIC 
/ s 

el 1o/ 
I & / 

  

  

WHAT . 
PANIC? 
  
way”, his followers now be- 
lieve him, and this time 
around they are deeply re- 
lieved. Cabinet Ministers 
look much haf‘pier, confi- 
dent that the lid has been 
a:lt back on the pot and that 

e much-vaunted “reform 
process” can be sustained 
at its histeric pace — which 
means no black neighbours 
for the foreseable future. 

One should be suspicious 
of anyone who c to 
have discerned a shift in the 
“mood” of a country, but in 
the case of South Africa 
there is no doubt something 
has changed in the two 
{Deax's since the height of the 
waship unrest. 
Two years ago social 

functions were dominated 
talk reflecting anxiety 

about the unrest and fears 
for the future. But many of 
the faint-hearted who took 
the “chicken run” and fled 
to Australia or Britain are 
back home already; others 
who were .on the point of 
fleeing have locked their 
Irish passports away in the 
second drawer down for 
“next time”. -ation 
figures, which hit a peak 

during the unrest and 
threatened to drain South 
Africa of the best of its 
talent, have settled down. 

White South Africans’ re- 
sponse to months of sus- 
tained troubles in the town- 
ships, which sometimes 
spilled over into their own 
areas, fleetingly put the lie 
to the popular notion that 
they were unconcerned 
about their black compa- 
triots. That was the most 
heartening consequence of 
the violence. But now that 
sense of concern has all but 
vanished. 

Three factors have 
brought about the change in 
the mood of white South 
Africa. The first is the 
economy’s modest upswing; 
the second, the almost un- 
qualified success of the 
state of emergency in end- 
ing the townshij 
and, most crucially, taking 
it off the world’s television 
screens. The third is the 
radical right's advance in 
the May general election. 

There is nothing like a 
small reduction in the infla- 

violence . 

tion rate, a modest im- 
provement in the exchange 
value of the rand and an 
increase in house prices to 
distract businessmen and 
white liberals from the full 
horror of the long-term 
political outlook. 

In terms of established 
Western economic funda- 
mentals, the South African 
economy is still an absolute 
shambles, but it is at least 
now stable — it no longer 
looks as if it will go down 
the tube as it appeared two 
years ago. 

Meantime, the Conserva- 
tive Party’s unexpected 
achievement in replacing 
the liberal Progressive 
Federal Party as the Offi- 
cial (t)grosmon in May has 
resulted in the undermining 
of white opposition morale, 

The PFP, who for years 
stoically represented the 
English-speakers’ liberal 
conscience in Parliament, 
is now in disarray, having 
lost four key _lglayexs since 
the election. There is every 
indication that the party’s 
dwindling band of lg S 
in the white House of As- 
sembly will eventually dis- 

  

  

band, as mv;vae“ ullnembfi;u 
grow weary of le parlia- 
mentary debate. 

What remains of the 
liberal opposition, includ- 
ing the new National 
Democratic Movement, 
which seeks to “build 
bri{fes through process 
politics” (a curious 
and a doomed political in- 
tiative if ever there was 
one), has run out of ideas 
and is paralysed by frac- 
tious bickering. 

The sobering truth to be 
faced by anti-apartheid 
South Africans of all races, 
and by foreign critics, is 
that over the. ]int two years 
the ']‘Il,:;jona ist (i?’m- 
ment been prove it 
on almost every count. 

The liberal ~ opposition 
warned the Government 
that the state of emergency 
wx:’ulgg‘ilrégefie !ensi%:!s 
and e m) 

“spiral of violence” c%tl.:ept 
s0 beloved of foreign and 
local observers. It did noth- 
ing of the sort. 

The same critics said 
the emergency would in- 
crease foneégn agitation for 
sanctions. Wrong again. 

The Western nations’ 
brief experiment with limi- 
ted economic sanctions has 
simply proved the strict 
limitations of their influ- 
ence on Pretoria. Nelson 
Mandela is still in jail and 
the African National Con- 
g:ess ap no closer to 

e i he oppostio e op] n was 
wrong in bel?eos‘ that 
popular protest should lead 
to swift internal liberalisa- 
tion, the Government has 

t to use the return to rela- 
ive stability to fulfil its 
avowed commitment to 
political reform. 

The National Party now 
looks more bereft of politi- 
gl lt%eas thatzl 1}: any stage 

e past five ~years. 
President Botha has ‘made 
it plain within the past 10 
days that the Group Areas 
Act and other cornerstones 
of apartheid are not up for 
grabs. 

ey g store advi- 

sory I&fiona% for 
black leaders. Even if he 
manages to convince a sin- 

le black leader of note to 
join him around atable, it is 
ard to see what they would 

ha{{e to talk ;boul“ 
et, adoxically, the 

Nnuonz?gnrty looks stron- 
er than at any time since 

ident Botha became 
Prime Minister in 1978. In 
the townships, black ?ctlgt 
ists no longer speak of “ 
eration tomorrow’. More 
ealxtlousl{,‘ they talk of 
freedom g the end of the 
century. But even that 
looks wildly unrealistic. 
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Only Maggie Scorns 
summit promise 
of more sanctions 

SUNDAY TIMES FOREIGN DESK 

IRON LADY Margaret Thatcher S‘?wrday 
stood defiant and alone against the rest of 
the Commonwealth over the sanctions is- 
sue. ¥ 

The British Prime Minister made it clear 
that her Government would not sway from its 
dogged opposition to tougher economic mea- 
sures against SA. 

~ Only hours after the Commonwealth plan 
to tighten the screws on SA was announced, 
Mrs Thatcher and other Commonwealth 
leaders began snlpinfk:t one another, 

The Vancouver talks ended in acrimony 
last night, with the leaders of Australia, India, 
‘Zambia and Zimbabwe — dubbed the “Gang 

of Four” by British esmen — accusing 
Britain of mdinfl isinformation”. 
“We leel'tge Iron Lady hnu'rnnt all wrong, 
haps  deliberately,” sai 

e Minister Robert Mugabe, who called - 
" Mrs Thatcher “the odd woman out”. 

But Mrs Thatcher said other leaders were 
“making a %-eat deal of noise” and claimed 
herm tion had been vindicated. Asked if she 
felt isolated, she replied: “Hardly. I think in a 
way we're winning the argument.” 

  

    
    
   

Departure 
While dl.uemlnqoon the sanctions issue, Mrs 

Thatcher went along with other Common- 
wealth members on plans to step up aid to 
Pretoria’s black neighbours to reduce their 

i 4 lence on the South African economy. 

reiy, s 

  

/] u are 
barometer by many people 

§ !%&n throw out of w yk," 4 
& legates. M& ni sanctions could 

have little : participation of 
Britain, which s more business with SA 
than all the other member nations combined. 

® See Page 2 
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ECONOMICALLY and social- 
ly, South Africa is somewhere 
between apartheid and the 

ugu?t;e tragedy of i our poli- 
tics is that we d{ nvt,hv}': a 

ible al'frnatlve fil: a bad 

for SA 
y be 

done ?emngwt 
m,_?y lonal choices &‘fi 
South Africa and so the 

anxi- 

e second Lok oo su the KwaNatal Indaby. 
liical samve opmer " ive 

pol oio modera- 
tion”, and as a process and a 
mflm»tnfsmmmplelnr 

‘best for the country. I be- 
lieve it will work. 

Also important is that the 
opposition should resist the 

Bt wond paticss catere® world pol 
The Governmenf 

toward the media, state secur- 
ity, universities and toward   

Time of :: S 
decision ek 
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inept i \;e I:d nept manoeuvring of the 
1 l of the movement them- selves. 

Added to this, the deceitful 
manner in which the three PFP 
members defected to the 
National Democratic Move- 

Politics 
of the 
long hau 
By COLIN EGLIN 
than undercut one another. 
The PFP is prepared to do 

    
1 

The PFP is committed to co- 
on with others — whe- 
inside or outside Parlia- 

ment — who share its 
, its vision and its haul. commitment to non-violent 

And thaf ul wil In addition, the PFP is com- e‘vanlonuer&s«mmm- mgum&nmmmcz cans who share the same basic with others in order to reduce nuuopnymmduvem filwelof“l:lmeeu:jdtuu same general vision of a nonra- prospect ion. cial and democratic South But one thing the PFP is not Am;{tqmmhrempfz lhnflwu e 
that can mlnonmv-luuw 

  

  | 

grhmlples on which it was | founded. 
‘This is not because the PFP is being precocious. ItJl.l‘bewne. 

  
state- ment 

P( out its its tactical ob- 
vum both inside and 

‘i:?' for fulfilling the aspirations 
our people. 
In its recent 

the PFP 
for the future. It 

outside Parliament. It spelled 
outluwmmlmmwnegoda- 
tion as the essential process for 
resolving conflict in our coun- 

‘more a party political document. It a frame- 
work for action and a basis for 
cn-zgentinn between those 
South Africans who are commit- 

Kiict o e south government 
society renounce apartheid and 

the fundamental human ts and the dignity of the citi- 
zens of our ; 

‘The PFP has never shirked its 
‘r;ponalhmlylnmhnghulo! 
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- THE Rand Supreme Court 
this weel 
ANC orde 
tion of police, community 
councillors and other gov- 
er:sent employees after 
st 
methods in Vietnam. 

  

  

  

. The allegation came 
during the trial of eight 
Alexandra people  facing 

| c,hag-’g{;s of treason and se- 
- dition, alternatively sub- 

- version. ¥ b 
During ~ cross-examina- 

tion bxl‘he'sdqnoe. Secu- 
- rity police Brigadier Her- 

    ploy     
  The & cight a 

  
20, Vusi Ngwenya, 

lying revolutionary 

    
ees. 

The ‘accused are: 
shwell Mxousiu?fiiane " 

4 of local authorities. 

      

      
By MARTIN d‘nndnw Mafutha, 22, Da- NTSOELENGOE { vid Mafutha, 19, Arthur 

Vilakazi, 24, Albert Se- 
bola, 22, Piet Magano, 28 
and a 17-year-old boy. 

The State further al- 
leges that the eight wanted 
to make Alexandra ungov- 
ernable by conducting 
“people’s courts”, threat- 
ening people who reported 
crimes to the police and 
forming street and yard 
committees. 

Citing articles in the 
ANC publication Se- 
chaba, Stadler said the 
ANC had praise for the 
Vietcong, which it said had 
gnience and scored not 
nly military victories but 

also political victories, 
In 1984, to stimulate the 

“people’s war”, the ANC 
called for the destruction 

Stadler said he had stud- 
ied the ANC methods and 
was aware that afer the 
1976 unrest, Oliver Tambo 
and other ANC members 
had gone to Vietnam to 
study revolutionary meth- 
ods. . 

Later the ANC instruct- 
ed its organs in the country 1 
to transfer certain areas 
into massive revolutionary 
areas for the liberation of 
the people. 

The aim was to get rid of 
existing structures, replac- 

Vietconqu 

    

ing them with the “peo- 
ple’s courts” and other 
structures'to prepare for an. 
ANC takeover. | 

Stadler added that the 
present unrest was a result 
of the UDF collaborating 
with the ANC. 

The case continues to- 
morrow. 
T 

  

 


