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WHAT HAPPENED

AT SHARPEVI LLE?
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ended in viol ence when police shot at
and killed 69 people. The pass laws are
one of the nost hated aspects of
apartheid and every day cause nuch
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Sharpeville marked a turning point in our hi tory. Straight N
after Sharpeville the governnent declared a Sate Of hhi

Emer gency and banned the ANC and the PAC. The AH)' &

deci ded that peaceful protest alone could not bring about
change. Sonme of the |eaders formed Unkhonto W Sizwe M

whi ch [aunched an arnmed struggl e agai nst the apartheid

gover nnent .



THE STRUGGLE | N SQUTH AFRI CA

We do not need to |l ook very deeply into South African Mdst South Africans do not even hav
e

society to see howunjust it | Mx the right to vote for who rules their

country. The rulers are educated,

weal thy and nostly whlte. They make

the laws that control the majority

who are nostly uneducated, poor and

bl ack.
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Peopl e spend a vast anount of their

time at work, but they have very

little control over where they work,

what work they do and how nuch
they get paid. These decisions are
nmade by the bosses who nake huge -
profits out of them

mas. nAs _ a

The urban aretxs are overcrowded. The government

does not build enough houses and nany peopl e

simply do not have a place to live.

Because there is so nuch

often it is far fromtheir_ unenpl oynment enpl oyers keep

pl ace of work. Transport 13 their workers In very bad

i nadequat e and CXPCHSI VC. conditions and pay them a

very small wage. Many

workers are mgrants who are

in the urban areas on

contract. If they strike or

protest about their conditions

they can be disnissed and

sent back to the poor

honel ands.

Fp

The governnent uses the TDAoo LAWS to deci de where bl ack people live and work, what
ki nd of york they do and who they live with.
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"These passes are chai ns,
7 e 8" ye o lavery enchaining us fromall our
rights. These passes are the
chai ns chaining us in our
enpl oyers’ yards, so that
we cannot go about and see
what we can do for
ourselves... It is the very
same with a dog. If you
take your dog and chain it
to atree, | amsure the
dog will only nove as far
as the Chain allows it. And
if you want. to starve that
dog, can it go and | ook for
food? Never, it will die at
the sane place where it is
chai ned. Conrades, | nuns:
to tell you it is the sane
with us here in Sohh
Aifrica.”
The pass | aws eavne in 1817, and they wer; vnade harsher as ti he went by. At
first every African man had to carry a pas: book. A pass book had the follow ng
information in it:
it the name and address of the person, as well as his father’'s nane and his
Chi ef dom x,
it the name of the district where the pass owner was allowed to 130k For work.
9% t he date on which the pass was issued.
at the nanes and addresses of all the enployers of the pass owner, past and
present, as well as their signatures.
#9 details of the pass owner’s enploynent: how | ong he had worked for each one;
what ki nd of work he had done; what the enpl oyer had thought of himand how
much he had been paid for each job
The Pass books were part of the Pass Laws. The pass books were used to enforce
the restrictions that the Pass Laws made, for eg: Black people were only all owed
to cone to the towns to look for a job for 6 days. After that they had to go and
ook for a job in another town or another area. The stanps in the pass book coul d
tell the policeman when the pass owner had left his ho he to ook for a job. If he
had been in the town for nore than 6 days or his stanps .vere not in order, he
coul d be arrested.
Anyone who had the wrong
pass or who had just |eft
their pass at hone, could
be handcuffed, arrested
and/ or beaten up by the
pass poli ce.
Oten the farmers woul d
cone to the jails and use
the pass-prisoners as slave
| abour .



- - - " d "black
Then in 1913 the Land Act dlvlded South Africa Into "whlte areas an
areas". The "white areas" consisted of 87% of the country. The "black areas” CHY
13% These bl ack areas were called the 'reserves’
By the stroke of a pen thousands of families were | eft |andl ess and honel ess. The
reserves were hopel essly overcrowded and there was no work there.h Thle, 1:11.52:
young nen to the mines and the towns to | ook for work, so that t eir al
woul d not starve.
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BANTUSTANS

When Verwoerd became Prine Mnister, the reserves becanme the officia
3antustans. Mre and nore young men noved to the towns.

Wth nore and nore people |ooking for jobs in the towns, the government made
the pass |laws stricter. You could only | eave the Bantustans if you had the right
pass. So the Bantustans becane like a jail, and the pass was |ike a key which
could get you out of the Bantustans to earn noney to keep your famly alive.

Bet weeen 1910 and 1985, 17 nmillion people were arrested under the pass |laws! No
wonder the people called the pass the badge of slavery.

The pass | aws and the Bantustans all owed the Nationalist governnent to contro
how often and for how | ong bl ack people canme to the towns to | ook for work, the
government could also indirectly control where black people lived; who they lived
wi th; where they worked and what kind of work they did. The governnent inade
sure that black people were in the Cities to work for the bosses and for no other
reason. Only those whomthe bosses needed as workers were given the ri_.":.
starnp in their passes.

The pass |aws were the

nost hated | aws of all. Not

only did they contro

peopl e’ s lives, but they

were al so humiliating and

caused nuch suffering. Pass

rai ds were usually done in

the middle of the night.

The police woul d invade

peopl e’ s houses and force

the peopl e out of bed.

Those who had no passes or

whose passes were not in

order woul d be hand-cuffed

and kicked into waiting

pi Ck-up vans. The pass

police treated people like

ani mal s.



Bur ni ng passes, 19503

In 1913, 1919, 1920, 1929,

1930 and 1931 there were

nmass protests against the

passes all over the country.

In 1944 an anti - pass

conference was held in

Johannesburg. 20 000 peopl e

mar ched t hrough the Gty.

It was |l ed by the ANC and

the Communi st Party. Their

sl ogan was "Makaphel e

Amapasi!" ("Away with

passes")

. mtut

At the launch of the

Congress of South African

Trade Unions in Durban in

Novenber 1985, the

COSATU president, Elijah

Barayi gave the governnent

a deadl i ne. He denmanded

that passes be scrapped

within 6 nonths.

Ljah ray, COS. ru lauch

In 1986 the governnent said that passes were finished. No one had to carry passes
and instead all South African G tizens would have the sane identity docunent.
Sone peopl e thought that the governnent had |istened to Barayi,

BUT

the new identity docunents are no different fromthe old pass books. They stil
make African people slaves in their own land but they do it in a slighltly different
way':

Wth the new | aws workers fromthe Bantustans have to carry passports. They are
not free to nove and live and work where they want to.

Bl ack people who have the right to live in the rest of South Africa can live and
wor k where they want to but many other |aws say they can't squatt, tresspass or
live in unheal thy conditions.

Thi s means that the government still has conplete control over who cones to the
towns, where they live and thus where the; |l work.

These are sonme of the laws that now do the work of the old

pass laws: 1. Groug Areas Act and Land Act - stops African

peopl e occupyi ng or owning | and outside the Bantustans and the

townshi ps. 2. The Physi cal Planning Act - decides how rmuch

| and can be occupied by Africans in towns. It is always far too

l[ittle. 3.11lleganguatting - people can be evicted for illegally

occupying land; illegal houses can be denolished. 4. Trespass

Act - people who enter or stay on |and without the owner’s

perm ssion can be fined or put injail. 5 Health 50t._S lu_rns

Act- Bl ack Lycal Authorities Ag- Black Commu_nit_y

Devel ognment Act - all say ugly or unhealthy houses nust be

denol i shed.



ACTI VI TI ES

h Dramatise the extract below, taken from"Strangers in their
Di scuss the play with the audi ence afterwards .

it Use your English classes to collect poens and extracts from books that deal Wth
passes. (See reading list at the end of the booklet)

h Interview your parents and grandparents about their expenence of the Pass Laws.
h Make passes for everyone in your class. Instruct themthat they "will have to carry
their passes on themat all times. Appoint 'pass police’ whose job It rmust be to perform
pass raids and pass Checks at any tine of the day for one week.
At the end of the week. discuss the experience.

QUESTI ONS FOR DI SCUSSI ON

1. Wiy do you think the government has used the Pass Laws to arrest 17 nillion people
si nce 19107

2. Wiy do you think the governnent changed the Pass Laws in 19867
Oown Country"

3. Wiat is "influx control’? Wiat is the purgose Of "influx control"?
Do you think it is a good or a bad thing.

Can you think of any alternatives to "influx control’?

The house was in darkness, and Van Den Wbud ordered

one of his men to knock. The man stepped forward in the

mud and banged on the door. The whol e house seened to

shudder. All over, little squads were bangi ng on doors and
shouting Lights were being |it where shanties had been in
darkness, and there was a babble of voices in the rain

The man banged on the door again, and Van Den Wud

shout ed, "Cone on, open up. Open the . r . door."

After a few noments he thrust the African policeman

asi de and, stepping back a pace, raised his booted foot and
drove it at the |l ock. The shanty trenbled and shook and
sonmebody started shouting inside. Alight flickered on

beyond the patched wi ndow, and at the sanme nmoment the

| ock burst and the door flew open.

Const abl e Van Den Wud lurched into the tiny, stale,

snoky room carried forward by his own nomentum and

cane to a halt, cursing. The others crowded in behind him

A naked African stood holding a | anp in one hand, and

covering his privates with the other. He stood, a dark, posed
statue. Beyond him in a runpled bed, a woman’s face

stared frightenedly over the blankets drawn up to her chin

4 Al right, all right," Constable Van Den Wud started
shoutingr "Where's the goddamm pass? Were's your

pass?" He was a tall man in a wet raincoat and flat cap, and
he had a heavy, pink face, the color of snmoked beet. He
shouted furiously, " and get your pass, you bugger."

The man put the |lanp down on a table and said, in

vernacular, to the other two policenen, "Let ne dress,
friends."

"What does he say?" Van Den Wud asked them

"He wants to put on his clothes, bans," one of the

pol i cemen sai d.

"Tell himto stop wasting my bloody tine. Wiere' s his

pass?"

"“Your pass, man," the policenan told the naked man.

“Your permt to live in this area."

"I will get it," the man replied, sullenly. He turned

towards the bed and searched for his trousers. In the bed

the woman began to cry in a whinpering noise. The naked

man took his tinme finding his trousers and when he did find
them pulled themon slowy. The woman was cryi ng, and

he said sonmething to her, but she did not stop crying.

The man pulled on a tattered shirt and then, stuffing its
tails into his trousers, he turned to the police and said,
sullenly: "I have no pass."”

"What does he say?" Van Den Wud asked, angrily.

"He says that he has no book," the policeman who had

not said anything yet, now said.

Const abl e Van Den Wud | ooked shocked. "The blerry

bastard. Letting us stand here all night, and now he says he’s
got no pass."” He stared maliciously at the black nan. "Cod,
you' Il see, you bogger. You'll see." He turned to one of his
men. "Put the handcuffs on himand take himout | want to



search this room Maybe they’ ve got dagga’ o or kaffir" beer
here. "

The policeman drew his manacl es and ordering the man

to hold out his wists, |ocked themtogether. He thrust the
man towards the door, and the man | ooked at hi m and

shook his head, saying, "Wiy do you do this, brother? Wy
do you do this to your own peopl e?"

Van Den Wbud turned to the other policeman and said,

"Look around, jong." Search the place.” He hinself went
around sweeping things fromthe top ofa packing case used
as a dresser. He cane to the bed and with the unenotiona

novenent of a carpenter wenching a nail, jerked the
bl anket fromthe woman’ s naked body. She began to
weep. . ..

Qut side was a glare of headl anps of several riot vans

whi ch had penetrated the settlenent and had parked in the
smal |, cranped, nuddy square. Dogs were barking furiously,
and there were figures noving about in the steady down-
pour. The police had collected a nunmber of prisoners, and
they stood huddl ed together, dripping and shivering, while
they were sorted out and then ordered into the backs ofthe
trucks.

An African nan cane out of his cabin to the gate of his
yard to see what was going on. He was wearing an old
overcoat over his pajamas. Light fell on him and he was
surrounded by police.

"Where' s your reference book, kaffir?"

"It is inside, in ny coat pocket."

"Where is it, man? You should have it on you."

"I will get it. It is inside."

"No pass, hey? Cone, cone on, come on."

"Listen, it is inside, sir."

But hands were laid on himand he was | ed towards

where others stood waiting to be | oaded into the police
trucks.

There was a crowd of African and colored men and a few
women, waiting in the rain to be | oaded and driven away.
Many had been taken for not having docunents, or whose
docunents were not in order-the absence of a rubber

stanp could change a life. Qthers had been found in
possessi on of dagga, sone had resisted the police search.
There were al so those who had been found to be selling
[iquor illicitly.



Me Struggl e agai nst Passe:

In 1913, the authorities in the Free State tried to force THE ORANGE FREE
African wonmen to carry passes. The wonen saw how passes STATE

trapped their men. They were determned to resist every WOVEN STAND FI RM
effort to make themvictins of the pass |aws.

I n Bl oenfontein, hundreds of wonmen marched on the

magi strate’s office. This panphlet tells what happened:

"Friday nmorning, the 6th June, should and will not be

forgotten in South Africa. On that day the native

worren decl ared their womanhood. 600 daughters of

Africa taught the arrogant whites a |l esson that wll

not be forgotten. Headed by the bravest of them

they marched to the magi strate, hustled the police

out of their way and kept shouting and cheering unti

his worship (the magi strate) emerged fromhis office

and addressed them They proceeded to the Town

Hal | . The wonen had now assuned a threatening
attitude. The police tried to keep them off the
steps... Sticks could be seen flourishing overhead and

some came down on the heads of the police. 'W have

done with pleading. W now demand’, said the

wonen. "

The protest swept through the small dorps. Many wonen RES|I STANCE SPREADS
were sent to prison. In Wnburg the prison was so full of
worren, that the police had to stop arresting them The
struggl e continued on and off for the next seven years. In
1920, the neWspaper, "Abantu - Batho" reported that:

"The wonen are again fighting the battle for freedom

In the district of Senekal, 62 wonen were sentenced

to pay a fine of 2 pounds each or go to jail wth

hard | abour for one nonth. The wonen refused to pay

the fine and preferred to go to jail, so they had to

march 24 mles to Senekal where there is a prison.™

The wonen’s resistance was so strong that the Boers were
forced to adnmit defeat. It was not until the 19593 t hat
anybody dared to raise the issue of passes for wonen again



about the passes that nade their lives a msery.

On the 31 March 1919, several thousands of workers

marched to the pass office in Johannesburg, demanding to ,

di scuss their grievances with the officials. 10 of the | eaders
were allowed into the offices but the officials would not °’
listen to them They left and led the crowd to an open

space behind the pass office, where they held a nass
neeting. One of the speakers said:

A BO !

NFI RE OF PASSES Meanwhile in the Transvaal, the nen were equally angry %
.4

"Qur voice is not heard and will never be heard so

long as the present conditions exist. W count for

nothing in parlianment, although we are the majority of

the population in the country. W are increasing every

day, and we have a right to be heard and we will be

heard. "

Fhe nmeeting deCH TT' L' TWeveryone should refuse to carry
passes. All through the (lay, organisers nmarched through the
town, collectng passes and throwi ng them onto huge

bonfires.

Q
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over theegsaatljere arrested. but the pass burning continued 31
even sone. r in. places hke Springs, Benoni, Boksburg and
ura areas. Wthln a few weeks, over seven

hundred peo a -

ple were . . r . .

down. In jdlil. Eventually tne resnstance dl ed



Back in the reserves people were starving. The crops were
poor and the cattle were thin. This drove nore nen to the
towns where they had to live in locations and were al ways
harassed by the police. By 1930 people in the towns had had
enough of the constant pass raids, assaults and arrests.
Leaders all over the country called for a great pass burning
denonstration on’ Dingaan’s Day - 16 Decenber:

"Whet her educated or uneducated, rich or poor, we

are all subject to these badges of slavery. W are

slaves as long as we think we can only beg and pray

to this cruel government."

"Freedomor Death, let us go forward in the spirit of

Di ngaan, Makana and Mbshesh to free our country.’

On Dingaan’ s day passes were burned in Johannesburg,

Pot chef stroom Pretoria and Durban. In Durban the
denonstrati on was | ed by Johannes Nkosi .

"The neeting started at |l amvery peacefully, and

went on for a long tine. Towards 4 pmthe crowd

was tremendous. As they were putting their passes

into bags, the Native police charged, making towards

the table on which the | eaders were standing. | saw

Nkosi struck down fromthe table. The police used
knobkerries; while the crowd picked up stones. Wen

the crowmd was di spersed | saw them pack the wounded

onto a lorry. There was a trail of blood dripping from

the lorry. The lorry waited outside the police station

for an hour or nore. Then they were renoved to the
hospital. Nkosi died the follow ng day. ||

3 others were killed and 32 Africans were arrested. Although
it was obvious fromthe dead bodi es that they had been shot
and sorme badly beaten up, the police were never found
guilty of killing Nkosi and his conrades.

In 1944 the Communi st Partyaeand the | NG Ef ormed an Anti -
Pass Commttee to plan a huge anti-pass canpai gn. Leaders
addressed r’ neetings all over the country and coll ected
signatures for an anti-pass petition. They hoped to collect 1
mllion signatures and then present the petition to

Par | i ament .

On May 20 an Anti-Pass Conference was held in

Johannesburg. After the Conference all the del egates
marched to the narket square where a | arge crowd was

wai ting. After the speeches Mses Kotane led a march of 15
000 peopl e through the streets of Jo’ burg. One of the

mar chers remenbers the grand day:

"The denonstration was a nmagnificent and inpressive

sight. It was headed by a great Congress float. People
carried hundreds of banners demandi ng the repeal of

the Pass Laws. They were acconpani ed by 2 brass

bands and sang national songs as they marched

through the streets of the city."

O her nmeetings were held in different parts of the country.
In June the | eaders of the canpaign took the petition to

DI NGAAN' S DAY, 1930

Johannes Nkos

A M LLI ON SI GNATURES



A DECADE OF MASS

ACTI ON

[ 1V knew t hat you

woul d be carrying a

child, or have your

child on your back

and the police will be

com ng behind you

wanti ng your pass and

you won't be able to

run away and junp

over that fence there

and that will be the

time the police will

get you, or else your

child will fall and get

hurt because you are

trying to run away

fromthe police. And

then who is going to

| ook after the children

when they take you to

jail because you

haven't got your pass?"

10

Parliament. The officials refused to see them but the
canpai gn had made people feel stronger and proved that
nmass action was inmportant.

The 19503 was t he decade before Sharpeville. It was an
exciting time because people were unified and organi sed.
This made militant nass action possible. People cane
together during the Defiance Canpaign and in the Congress
Al liance to struggl e agai nst apart hei d.

The pass laws were still a burning issue. The battl e agai nst
the passes was taken up by the wonmen agai n when the
apartheid governnment decided it would do what all previous
governments had feared to do - extend passes to womnen.
Zeerust woman at pass protest.

Fromthe start the wonen were determned not to suffer
the injustice that their nenfol k suffered. Their canpaigns
were supported by the ANC. The ANC | eaders said:

"We who know the suffering that the pass | aws have
brought to us over the decades will not tolerate the
extension of this hated systemto our worenfol k. W

warn the government: naking women carry passes wil |

be like tranmping on the tail of a puffadder."”

Chief Lutuli praised the wormen in their struggle against the
passes:

"When the wonen begin to take an active part in the
stmggl e as they are doi ng now, no power on earth

can stop us from achieving freedomin our lifetinme."

In 1955, African wonen in Durban organised the first
denonstration aginst these |laws. First 200, then 1 000 wonen
denonstrated to the Native Administration Departnment. "W
wi Il never carry passes under any conditions!" they said.



Then, in Cctober 1955 the wonmen of the Transvaal went to
Pretoria -2 000 wonen of all races, to the very heart of
the governnment, the Union Buildings, where they left
petitions at the door of the Mnister of Native Affairs.
After this denonstration protest spread throughout the

l ength and breadth of the land. Frances Baard describes how
nore and nore wonen took up the fight agai nst the passes:
" When we started fighting agai nst these passes, of
course on the other side the governnent was fighting

that the wonen should have them The gover nnment

was very clever. They started giving the passes to the
women in the country and in the snall towns where

they were not organi sed and so they did not know

how to resist these things. They tried to give the
passes to the women in the country and in the little

pl aces |i ke Wal ner and Despatch. As soon as we hear

they are doing this, then we in Port Elizabeth quickly
go to that place and talk to the wonen so that they

will not take the passes... In the towns they gave
themto the domestic workers first because they were

not well organi sed because they were al one - one,

one, one in the white people’'s houses... many of those
worren burnt their passes. Sone of themwere

arrested becasue that was against the law, but it

didn’t stop us because we knew that those passes

were bad things and we rmust not take them"

Protests spreads further - to Wnburg, Klerksdorp, Brakpan
Bet hl ehem Ol ando, Al exandria, Queenstown, Pretoria, Port
El i zabet h, Ki nberley, Cape Town, Cradock, East London
Grahanmst own - everywhere the cry was the sane: "W shal
not rest until the pass laws, permits and all laws restricting
our freedom have been abolished."

VWhen 500 wonen from Vent erspost handed in 10 000 signed
protest forns, the police demanded to know the | eaders’
nanes. Altogether the crowd roared: 'Afrika is ny nane!"
In Kl erksdorp the police tried to stop the wonen from
marching to see the Natice Conm ssioner, but the wonen
woul d not be stopped. They sat in the road and demanded
that the Native Conm ssioner cone to them He came.

"I'f you force us to carry passes, we shall burn them"

In 1956 the wonmen again decided that they nust go to
Pretoria and tell the Prime Mnister, Strijdom that they
woul d never accept passes. This tine it was not only wonen
fromthe Transvaal ; wonen travelled fromall over South
Africa to make their voices heard.

THOUSANDS TAKE UP

THE FI GHT

HThat jail is a good

school . When we went

in we knew not hi ng.

Now we have been

able to talk all day to

people from

Johannesburg and ot her

wonen. We got

organized in jail. W

agree about these

books. W now know

what they are for and

we agree not to use

them The jail has

given us a better

education than these

Bant u Educati on

school s."

THE WOVEN MARCH

9 AUGUST 1956
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n’' 2 On 9 Au ust 20 000 worren nade their way to the Union
111 never forget the Buildings.g It took two and a half hours for the wonen to
song we sang themlIt file through the gardens and into the anphitheatre-
was a song especially

witten for that

occasion. It was

witten by a woman

fromthe Free State.

It went: 'Wena

Strijdom

wa' t hi nt habaf azi,

wa' t hi nt’ embokot ho

uzokufal’ That neans:

"You Strijdom now

you have touched the

worren, you have

struck agai nst rock,

you will die.’” 'O

course he did die, not

long af er that."

3;:

aggk _ .

ex s

Bui | di ngs

Lilian Ngoyi, Rahi ma Moosa, Sophie WIlianms and |

Hel en Joseph, together with four wonmen from nore

di stant areas, had |led the women up to the topnost

terrace and into the anphitheatrej ZJ could see nothing

but wonmen follow ng us, thousands of wonen

mar ching, carrying defiant letters of defiant protest

agai nst unjust | aws, against the hated pass system

agai nst passes for African womnen.

We took those letters of protest into the Union

Buil dings, to the offices of the Prine Mnister,

Johannes Strijdom He was not there. W flooded his

office with themand returned to the thousands of

worren waiting for us, packed so tightly together
overfl owi ng the anphitheatre. W stood | ooki ng down

on the wonen again, and Lilian Ngoyi called on them

H wll never carry a

pass. |: to stand in silent protest for thirty mnutes. As she
rai sed her right armin the Congress salute, 20 000

arns went up and stayed up for those endl ess

Hel en Joseph, minutes. W knew that all over South Africa, women
Dora Tamana in other cities and towns were also gathered in
_ protest. W were not just 20 000 wonen, but nany

Anni e Silnga thousands nore."

12



Still the government refused to listen and they began to PASSES FOR ALL
force pass books onto wonen one by one. Donestic workers
were sonme of the first to be co-opted. Enployers were
threatened with fines unless their donestic workers were
regi stered, so they began to take the wonen thenselves to
be regi stered. Pensioners were threatened that their pensions
woul d be wi thdrawn. Many wonmen were frightened that they
woul d | ose their jobs and went to get their passes

thensel ves.

"The trucks cane into the townships to give the

worren their passes nore easily so they didn't have to

go to town to get them W would see the trucks

standing in the townships giving the passes to the

worren. Then we woul d go and stand next to the

truck and talk to the wonen. W& would tell them

what it would be like if we take these things, and

how t he governnent wants us to take these things so

that they can control us nore easily, and tell us

where to live and where to work, and that we can’t

do this and this."

But, through bullying and bl ackmail, the governnment slowy
forced wonen to carry passes, until by Decenber 1960 al
African wormen were expected to have a reference book and
could be arrested if they did not.

A woman gets arrested and

taken away for nor having a

pass.

25 years later, wonen still say

no to passes

3



ACTI VI TIES .

it Examine the Freedom Charter. See which of the demands the Pass Laws act aganst.
it Watch the video, "You Have Struck a Rock"”. It is a history Of the wonen's struggle
agai nst the Pass Laws.

it Act out the wonmen’s march to Pretoria. Use the song, "Wathint' Abafazi..
pl ay.

it Read the biographies of Frances Baard and Hel en Joseph. see reading list on page 31
VWhat do they say about the wonen’s struggle agai nSt P335337

1QUESTI ONS FOR DI SCUSSI ON

1. Throughout our history the Pass Law canpai gns have nobilised mass support. Wy do
you think this is so?

Can you think of other issues that would appeal to so many peopl e?

2. Many wonen refused to carry passes and as a result, faced heavy fines or the
hardshi ps of jail. Wat issues affect you deeply enough to make the sane kind of

saci fices?

3. How did the governnment succeed in extendi ng passes to wonen? .

Try and think of other tinmes and situations where the governnment has used $lmllar
tactics.

| 1The Demand Of the Winen of We the wormen of South Africa. have come here today. W repre
sent

South Africa for the Wthdrawal and we speak on behal fof hundreds ofthousands of wonen wh
o coul d not

be with us. But all over the country. at thls noment. wonen are wat chng

and thinking of us. Their hearts are with us.

of the P355 LaWsa,, W are wonen from every part of South Africa. W are wonen of every
race. we come fromthe cities and the towns, fromthe reserves and the

villages. W conme as wonen united in our purpose to save the African

worren fromthe degradati on of passes.

For hundreds of years the African people have suffered under the nost

hitter law ofall _the paw | aw which has brought untold suffering to every

African famly.

Rai dx arrests. |loss ofpay. long hours at the pass office, weeks in the cells
awllitingtrial.fOrcedfarm| abour_thisis what the pass | aws have brought

to African nen. Punishment and miserye-not fora crine. but forthe I ack of

a pass.

We African wonen know too well the effect ofthis |aw upon our hones.

our children. We. who are not African women, know how our sisters

stiffen

Your CGovernnent proclainms aloud at home and abroad that the pass

| aws have been abolished. but 1111 ironwn know this is 110/ true, for our

husbands. our brothers. our sons are still being arrested. thousands every

day. under these very pass laws. It is only the nanme that has changed. The

Hr ef erence book’ 1 and the pass are one.

In March 1952. your Mnisterof Native Affairs denied in Parliamentthat

a |l aw woul d be introduced which would force African wonen to carry

pansei. But in 1956 your Governnent ix attenpting to force passes upon

the African wonmen. and we are here today to protest against this insult to

all wonmen. For to us an insult to African wonen is an insult to all womnen.

W want to tell you what the pass would nmean to an African woman. and

we want you to know that whether you call it a reference book. an identity

book or by any other disguising nane. to us it is 11 PASS. And it meansj ust

[ hi5:

of Passes for Wnen and the Repea

1n your

0 That hones will be broken up when wonen are arrested under

pass | aws

That children will be left uncared for. helpless. and nmothers will be
torn fromtheir babies for failure to produce a pass

That wonmen and young girls will be exposed to huniliation and
degradati on at the hands of pass-searching policenen

That women will lose their right to note freely fromone place to
anot her.

In the name of women of South Africa. we say to you. each one of us.
Afliean. European. Indian. Coloured. that we are opposed to the pass
system

We voterx and votel ess. call upon your Governnent not to issue passes

to Afric in wonen.

We sh 1" not rest until ALL paxs laws and all folns of permits restricting
0111 Ireedom have been aboli shed.

We sh 11l not rest until we have won for our children their fundanmenta
nghts of freedom justice.1llnd security.



Day of Bl ood 17: Me | ownsl u’ ps

In 1959 people again called for a "bonfire of passes". In PASS CAMPAI GNS
Decenmber the ANC anounced a canpai gn agai nst the pass

| aws. The canpai gn i nvol ved protests throughout the
following year. Al the inportant dates in the history of the
struggl e were chosen as points around which nassive anti -
pass | aw protests would be held. The ANC called for the
canpaign to start on March 31 1960 with peopl e burning
their passes. The PACf(a-splinter group that had broken
away fromthe ANC in 1959 - see glossary) were al so

organi sing a pass canpaign. They called for people to burn
their passes on March 21

The Bi shop of Johannesburg described the scene in
Sharpeville, a large township near Vereeniging: The crowd waves as saracens
arrive at the. police station.

"Early on the norning of March 21, nenbers of the

PAC proceeded through the streets of Sharpeville

knocki ng on doors and waki ng up the occupants of al

the houses. Many Africans joined in the procession
willingly, but others felt conpelled to | eave their

houses and go along with the PAC... G adually the

news spread through the township that a statenent
concerni ng passes was to be nade by sone inportant

person during the day at the police station, and from
about 8amin the norning Africans started to gather

around it. They waited patiently for the expected
anouncenent and gradually the crowd grew to about 5

000 people..

...Very few Africans had gone to work, and an idle

hol i day at nosphere pervaded the town...Jlo-one seened

to be waiting very purposefully and although the

cromd was maki ng a cheerful amount of noise,

shouting to one another and singing, no-one was

carryi ng weapons or stones. After all, they had not

gone to fight with the police but to protest against

the pass books."

A man gives the 'thunbs up’

sign, outside the Sharpeville

Thus the norning continued. Police reinforcenents arrived police station a few hours befo
re

and two | eaders Were arrested. the ShOll'lg. 15



STEI' N GUNS AND

SARACENS
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gave conflicting figures
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Shortly afterwards the police opened fire:

"Voll ey after volley of 303 bullets and sten gun bursts
tore into the cromd. The hordes began to waver as
scores of people fell before the bullets.. ...They fled
so quickly that hundreds of shoes, trousers, jackets
and even chairs were |l eft behind. The police cane out
frombehind the wire in front of the police station
Bodi es |l ay scattered about. The wounded fled into
backyards and side streets. Bodies lay in grotesque
positions on the pavenent. Then cane anbul ances -

[l of them Two truckl oads of bodies were taken to

the nortuary.’|

69 people were killed including 8 wonen and 10 children
180 peopl e were wounded.

Shurpeville residents ook on in msery and di sgust.



In Cape Town | arge crowds al so gathered on the norning of
the 21%$t and many workers did not report for their jobs. At
two big neetings on the previous day | eaders had urged
peopl e to present thenselves for arrest w thout their passes,
but to avoid violence of any kind.

At dawn a large crowd marched from Langa to Philipp

police station and about 1 500 nen gave thensel ves up for
arrest. At Langa a large crowd gathered. Police ordered
_themto disperse and then | aunched a baton charge. Rioting
started and two denonstators and a driver enployed by the
Cape Tines were killed. Al over the country and especially
in Cape Town the next three weeks were tense and violent.
PeOpl e were angered by the police brutality.

The ANC called for a Day of Murning on 28 March. In

. Cape Town workers downed tools and factories came to a
halt. The harbour cane to a standstill as workers wal ked of f
the ships. 50 000 people jamred the townships to bury the
people killed in Langa and police broke up a neeting of 2
000 people on the Grand Parade with teargas and baton
Charges. I n Johannesburg police al so attacked people
protesting the events at Sharpeville.

By the end of March the call for a stay-at-hone had nass
support. Businesses and industries especially in Cape Town
came to a near-total standstill.

Newspaper headlines report on the stay-away

Part of the large crowd outside

the Philippi police station.

Cd’ hhkoni i m

. 9.
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Change 17



THE SHARPEVI LLE

SHOOTI NGS - PHOTCS

TELL THE STORY

There are nmany wonen and
Chidren in the crowd.
Shooti ng begi ns outside
Sharpeville police station. People
start running.

The police open up on the

fl eei ng people. One policenan
shoots with a sten gun. (see

i nsert)

18



The Rev. Maja gives water to

one of the dying.

A pile of scattered clothing
collected by the police after the
shooting. Survivors said the
pol i ce kicked at injured people
and told themto nove off.

Bel ow | eft:

Coffins line up at the graveside
of the victinms after the

Shar pevi |l | e nassacre.

Bel ow right:

Thi s woman was shot in the

back about 150 yards fromthe
fence



THE GOVERNMENT Then on 30 March the government struck back. They
STRI KES BACK decl ared a State of Emergency which |asted for over 6
nonths. By the end of the emergency over 11 000 people

were held in jails under the energency | aws whil e anot her

18 000 were arrested for denonstrating agai nst the passes or

for refusing to carry them

The Energency gave the governnent the power to arrest

and detain indefinitely any person suspected of "anti-
government activity.

30 000 MARCH TO On the sane norning of 30 March police beat up striking
CALEDON SQUARE wor kers and arrested known ANC and PAC | eaders in Langa
and Nyanga. As word of the arrests and beatings spread,

peopl e began to gather. By nmid norning a colum of 30 000

peopl e were marching fromLanga to Cal edon Square police

station to protest against the detention of their |eaders. The
sudden massing of such a large crowmd of Africans in the

centre of a "white" city had never happened before. Wth 30

000 peopl e behind himPhilip Kgosane, a 23 year old UCT

student, negotiated with the police on behalf of the people.
Kgosane asked for the release of the arrested | eaders, an
interviewwith the Mnister of Justice and an assurance that

the police would stop using force to break the stay-at-hone.
Kgosane was told that the |ast two demands woul d be net

if he asked the crowd to disperse. The nmarchers returned

home but when Kgosane returned for the interview he was

arrest ed.

Philip Kgosane | eaves his

supporters on De Waal Drive

above Roel and Street on his way

to Cal edon Square police station.

The scene -in Parlianment Street,

Cape Town on 30 March

20
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of the march _ along Klipfontein
Road.

BOTTOM PI CTURE: Taking a

short cut across Rnndebosch gol f

On 3 April the police and arny surrounded Langa. After coursa
st oppi ng anyone from |l eaving Langa and all food from

entering the township for two days they nmoved in and LANGA SURROUNDED
arrested many people in house to house searches.

Headl i nes in the rgus.

On 8 April the ANC and the PAC were banned. The events

i medi ately before and after the 21 March marked a turning
point in our country’s history. The |iberation noverment was
split between the ANC and the PAC. Both were stung by

the bannings and restrictions after Sharpeville and struggl ed
to survive against the police onslaught. It was difficult to
engage in united action, and ol d nethods of organisation -
public neetings, rallies, conferences and el ecting | eaders
publicly were inpossible. There was now a need for "iron

di sci line, absolute secrecy and extrene caution regardin -
P _ . g SOdlers stop a man for

government 1nformers". The || beratl on novenent had to | ook questionong at the entrance to
for different ways of opposing the governnment. Langa.
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ACTIVITIES .

it Read the additional nmaterial below and then hold an inquest into the Sharpewlle
shoot i ngs.

t Draw a | arge map of Cape Town. Show where the 30 000 people marched. Mark on
the map the townshi ps of Cape Town; De Waal Drive; Cal edon Square; The Houses of
Parliament. Wat el se do you think should be on the nmap?

t Interview people in your conmunity who took part in the march to Cal edon Square.
QUBTI ONS FOR DI SCUSSI ON

1. Read the police and newspaper reports of what happened at Sharpeville and then read
the extracts fromthe Inquiry into the Sharpeville shootings. What are the contradictlons
or differences between the two? _

Can you think of other situations where the official and unofflclal reports have
differed so greatly? .

2. What kind of reponse did the Day of Mourning Stay-away get from African people? -
and fromwhite peopl e?

Thi nk of other situations where boycotts or stay-aways have been effectlve.

3. How did the governnent respond to the nass stay-away?

Soon after the shooting in Sharpeville, the South African High

Conmmi ssi oner in London said:

"According to factual information now avail able, the

di sturbances at Sharpeville on Monday resulted froma

pl anned denonstration of about 20 000 natives in which

denonstrators attacked the police with assorted weapons

including fire-arms. The denonstrators shot first, and the

police were forced to fire in selfedefence and avoid even

Day of Bl ood

nore tragic results. The United Nations Afro-Asian group . T

said that the denpnstrators were unarned and peaceful. 111 WO

This is conpletely untrue." Af

nmean

EXTRACTS FROM EVI DENCE BEFORE THE ENQUI RY LCcati Q1S

At Sharpevllle. . Col one

Pl epaar. in comuand of the

police there, had to force his

way through a crowd of about

20. 000 Bantu who had sur-

rounded the police station. He

was in a car and acconpani ed

by a Saracen arnoured car. The

vehicles were attacked with

klerles. Attenpts were nade to

get at the men. T

STONES BARRAGE

They succeeded in reaching

the police station. Col one

Spengler tried to arrest some-

one at the gate. Stones rained

on the police and the nob

advanced on them Col one

Pi enaur then gave orders for the

police to | oad. At that nonent

three shots were fired at the

police fromwi thin the Bantu

tcrowd.

The shouting crowd advanced

and the police flred a volley

wth Sten guns and .3035 wi t hout

an order having been given.

The crowd i medi ately fell back

and fl ed. Sone knives. chop-

pers, axes and ot her weapons

were collected. A reporter who

tried to reach the police station

in a car had been attacked with

sticks and had been fired on

fromthe crowd.

I mredi ately the crowd fell

back and ran. the police stopped

Hrng. Forty-three people were

killed and 156 were injured. If

the police had not tired they



woul d have been overwhel ned

by the crowd. Three policenen

were injured

ROBERT MAJAlguestioned by M. Kentridge: _

K: Can you tell us what the nood of the crowmd was at that tine?

RM They were happy.

K: Did the cromd seemto you to be aggressive?

RM NO

Ki O hostile towards the police?

RM There was nothing indicating fighting.

K: You did not see any weapons carried by the crowd?

RM Not a single one.

K: From where you were sitting, was it possible for you to see any part of
the cromd at the police station?

RM Yes, | could see the crowd fromthere but | could not see what was
happeni ng.

K: Coul d you hear singing or shouting fromthe crowd?

RM My | explain it this way: These people that were there were not
control l ed by anyone. You would find a few people, five or siXx singing;
others sing there. They were not under control that they should listen to
one saying not to do this or that.

K: When you went after the shooting to these bodies, did you see any
Clothing lying about on the ground - hats or shoes?

RM There were a nunber of hats and shoes.

K: Did you see any sticks lying around?

RM None.
K: Did you render assistance to the wounded?
RM Every corpse that was |ying on the ground - | passed every one of them

and | gave them water.

K: Did you find afterwards that you knew any of the people?

RM Some of my congregation were shot dead.

K: What sort of people were they?

RM | renmenber an ol d nman, Sepanpoere; he was an old man.

i K What sort of a nan was he?

RM A very decent nan

K: I's he the sort of man you woul d expect to go fighting the police?
RM No.

22



K: In general | would like to ask you about this crowd as it was when you
.saw it. We have heard of tsotsis in this comm sssion. Wuld you have
described it as a crowmd of tsotsis?

RM  No.

.qg9. .. .

K: Have you heard anything that would explain to you why the shooting took
pl ace.

RM The whol e Sharpeville village is surprised, only to say in regard to how
they feel about it - they are all surprised as to how the shooting took

pl ace; they don’t know why.

K: During the course of that norning, were you at any tinme asked by the
authorities to speak on their behalf to the people?

RM  No.

| OSHUA MOTO, Questioned by M. Kentridgez

K: Did you see anythi ng happen near the gate?

JM | saw a wonan who was |inping and she said one of the vehicles that had
entered had collided with her. There was a European who was npt dressed in
uniform He called a NoneEuropean from outside. He said, "Cone here, youl
Cone here, you!" Wen the young man got close to the gate, this European
opened the gate, caught hold of this young man, jerked hi mabout, pushed hin
i nside. When he got into the gate, he was kicked.

A Non- Eur opean man was wal king on the inside of the fence. He tried to get
the people to stand back, not to | ean against the fence. The police said to
him "Go out!" As he was about to get out at the gate, they rushed at him
One of the policenen had sonme pips on his shoul der and a stick. He cane out,
pursued this nan

K: Qutside the gate?

JM Yes. Into the crowd. The crowd opened up. The policenman then left him
al one and cane back. Wen this European cane back, he was in the centre of
the road, he sawa little stone. He picked it up, he threatened this man, as
if to throw, but this young man ran away anongst the people towards the

JM | fell and | lay on the ground.

K: After the shooting did anyone conme to speak to you?

jM They did not conme near ne.

K: | just want to ask you sonething about the crowd before the shooting?
What was the nood of the crowd. Was it a wild crowd?

JM The way | saw them to ne they appeared to be pleased. They said, "W
have trouble with regard to the passes. W just want to hear what the

Eur ooeans have to say about it."

Ki Did it strike you that this was a very angry crowd and wanted to attack
the police?

JM Were | was | did not see anything wong being done such as to Indicate
that the people were annoyed or that they wanted to fight or anything Ilke
that. There was no-one who had a stick

ELI AS LELI Al guestioned by M. Kentridge

K: Did you notice any of the | eaders speaking to the police inside the
pol i ce grounds?

EL: That was Tsol o.

K: And who was he speaking to?

EL: He was speaking to a man, in a grey suit and with a hat on.

Q@ After the discussion did anything happen; did Tsolo cone to you or say
anyt hi ng?

EL: He canme to ne and told ne that the police - that is to say the nman he
was talking to - was conpl ai ni ng about the crowd | eani ng agai nst the fence.
He told ne that | should try to keep the people off the fence.

K: Did he say anything el se to you about what the plan was that the police
had?

EL: Not at that tine.

K: At any other tine?

EL: He canme and told ne that "You shall have your answer at 2 o'clock", as
there was a man from Pretoria who would come and address the peopl e.

K: Did you try and keep the people off the fence?

EL: | did.

iV

POLI CE i PASSI I /L,

About noon, thousands of

Afrivuns hogan gat hering out

side the Sharpeville Lovzltion

polir-e station, asking to be

arrested hewuse they were not

carrying refereni e bcuks.



As at all other Imutions on
the Rand, they were told that
the police attitude was al so
passive and that the Dnlice did
not want to arrest them
Agitnttirs in the crowd i mre-

di ately adopted a threatening
attitude. and polive reinforce-
ments (were sent to Sharpevillo.
During the | unoh-hour the
Africans anong: whom were

obvi oust hundreds of curious
spectators. including wonen and
r’ hildren. began to converge on
the police station, which is a
"model " polive station, usually
staffed by a’' handful of African
pol i cemen.

Four Saracen arnoured cars

VWhen were standing by at the
muni ci pal | ocation 012mm about
two mles fromthe police
station. were sent in with police
rei nf orcements.

The Saracens ware placed in
strategic positions in the police-
station grounds.

Fromearly in the day tele-
phone |ines at Sharpeville had
been cut. and when anot her
urgent call came by radio from
the bel eaguered police station.
Col. "Pine" Pienaar, of Wt-
wat er srand polive headquarters.
went to the Scene hinself. with
nore reinforcenments

As he entered the police-
station his car was stoned, but
he got his men into the wire
encl osure.

The gates were quickly barred
agai n, but some Africans dashed
up and reopened t hem under a
hail of stones and | unps of
net al .

Shots were iir-Jtl at thl; poline
fromthe crowd.

A single :rhot was then tired
by a ’poiiueman, |uliowed
seconds | ater by general fire
whi ch raked the nob. The
Saracens; (lid not tire (I shot.
l.

An otiivlai’ police thtenent
said that in the hesicged police
station 75 armed ' poncenen
wai t ed.

The policenen fornmed into a
long line while an officer told
the nob to disperse

When one of the | eaders of

the mob was arrested at the
gates the crowd began to rush
the gate.

Shots were fired first by the
uenonstrators. said the police.
proving that sone of the
Africans were arned.

Then the nob began to

stone the police.

W LD STAMPEDE



As the mob fled wildly in al
directions, the police rushed
fromtheir jackul-proot wire
encl osure and hel ped the
injured, carrying themto pick-
up vans, and | ater anbul ances.
wh ivh took themto the

Ver eeni gi ng Hospital.



27 Years since Sharpevi/le

Shar pevi |l | e happened over 25 years ago. The governnent

has spent the last 25 years developing it’s nethods of
crushing resistance. It now uses far nore brutal nethods of
interrogation; it has nmade | aws that can inprison people
indefinitely; it has created weapons and nachi nery which it
uses to fight against (and often kill) the people. 25 years
after Sharpeville to the day the police fired on an unarned
cromd who were on their way to a funeral in Utenhage.

They killed 43 people.

The governnent needs all these sophisticated things to try
and silence opposition. Yet it has not succeeded. Since 1970
the mass novenent has grown and got stronger through the
bui | di ng of organisations and trade uni ons. COSATU, UDF
SAYCO and NECC are some of the unbrella organisations

that are taking the struggle forward

OUR STRUGGLE
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The launch of the United
Denocratic Front in 1983
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Many thi ngs have changed since Sharpeville. The nost

i mportant changes are:

. ANC | eaders realised that non-Violent protest was no

| onger the O nly possible way to end apartheid. They started

to think about using Violence against the violence of the

governnent. In 1961 they formed Urkhonto W Sizwe to

take up the arnmed struggle.

2. The difference between the 1960 State of Emergency

and the 1986/ 1987 Sate of Enmergency. The banning of the

ANC and PAC in 1960 left the people without |eaders.

Thousands of activists were jailed, banned or forced into

exile.

The 1986 Emergency has not weakened people’s

organi sations as badly as it did in 1960. People have nore

experi ence of organi sing under the governnent’s harsh

condi tions.

3. The Pass Laws were given a new name in 1986. However

the passes and the Bantustans are still |ike the cenment that

hol ds the apartheid systemtogether. The gover nnent

continues to use passes to control the lives and

enpl oyment of mllions of South Africans.

Read the following material and di scuss the above points anpbng yourselves in nore
detail:

| Violence

18We often hear the ANC being called a terrorist organisation. These extracts fromthe
report of the Em nent Person’s Group explain that the ANC was not al awys pro-viol ence.
The report describes the background and reasons for the turn to the armed struggle.
The ANC was concerned (as early as the 19503) that the violence of the apartheid
regi me would eventually drive South African people to resort to violence thenselves in
sel f - def ence.

A history of non-Viol ence:

In 1955 the ANC hel ped organi ze a mass Congress of the People at which the Freedom
Charter was adopted. The Congress was broken up and 156 | eaders were charged with
treason. The trial dragged on for years, and both the ANC and PAC pl anned nati onwi de
peaceful denpnstrations agai nst the 'pass’ laws for March 1960. The | eaders of both
organi sati ons urged non-violence. In nost cases the police dispersed the crowds wi thout
i ncident but in others the police |lost control. At Sharpeville, on March 21 1960, 69
bl ack peopl e were shot daed.

In keeping with their non-violent stand, both the ANC and PAC called for a Day of
Mour ni ng on 28 March 1960 and many thousands of bl acks stayed away from work. That
sanme day the Governnent introduced |aws to ban the ANC and PAC

2 days later a State O Energency was decl ared throughout the country. This gave the
the government and police wi de powers to stop gatherings, search people and buil di ngs
and to resort to force. Detention without trial was introduced. It became an offence to
make any statements likely to subvert the government’s authority or to urge others to
do so. Newspapers could be banned.

When the energency was lifted many of the new powers becane pernanent | aws.

By 1960 it was clear that the apartheid state was determ ned to put down peacefu
protest of any kind by Violent neans and to clanp down on any organi sati on which tried
to nobilise black people. It is against this background of total repression, in which al
avenues for |egal protest and non-viol ent opposition were stopped that we nust view the
deci sion of the ANC and PACto turn finally to arned resi stance."



ii Whcez
We questioned them (the ANC) particularly on the possibility of stopping the violence on
both sides. The ANC s response was that it was inmportant to understand the nature of
the violence, how it canme about, who started it and how the others reacted. The
i ntroduction of apartheid in 1948 started an era of extrene violence by the South
African State. The ANC s response was to oppose Governnent-sponsored violence with a
canpai gn of non-viol ence which was pursued throughout the 19503, despite the use of
i ncreased viol ence by the South African CGovernment to restrict the ANC and to stifle
bl ack rights. This culmnated at the end of the 19505 with Sharpeville and a bruta
decade of killing.
Still the ANC persisted with it's policy of non-violence. It was only in 1961, when the
arny was used in a massive way, nationwi de, to stanp out a peaceful strike organized
by the ANC that they decided that it was neccessary to enbark on an arned struggle.
Despite this, over the past twenty years or so the ANC said it had been very selective
init's targets and the nunber of deaths resulting fromANC activity was hardly twenty.
In one single incident in Soweto about a thousand children were shot at indiscrimnately
by the security forces.
The ANC said that violence in South Africa was the result of an apartheid system which
needed guns, arrests and prisons to keep itself going; violence would stop if the system
was di smantl edflf apartheid was abandoned the way woul d be open for violence to cease
on both sides. If the arny and police pulled out of the townships the ANC coul d begin
to consider suspending viol ence."
Students in Soweto, 1976, on their way to d carry g teh victinms of polliee Violence.
2 Me tmergencies
$$
The State of Energency of 1986 has been nore Vicious th

an t hat '
been as effectlve? Wiat is different nowto then? O 1960 BM has It
This article | ooks at some of the simlarities and sone of the differnces
Simlarities
In 1960 and 1986 the governnent declared an em’
reSi stance: ergency after a period of mass
In 1960 it was after the Congress Alliance or

gansed t he Defiance Cama’ '’

canpai gns agai nst Bantu Education and passes; for a national wage of apggul ndagtegay for
all workers; the bus and potato boycotts as well as th C
adopting of the Freedom Charter in 1955. e ongress O the People and the
26



In 1986 it was the sane: After the arny entered the townships in 1984, people

t hroughout the country started turning the townships into places where the governnent
had no control. They replaced Community CouncilsTwith their own structures controlled
by the peopl e thensel ves; there were | arge scal e boycotts of Bantu and Col oured
Educati on and nmssive consuner boycotts.

In 1960 the governnment used the Enmergency to smash people’s organi sati ons. They

banned the ANC and PAC and put people on trial for the next four years. The main
triumph for the government cane with the Rivonia Trial Twhen they sent the | eadership
of Unkhonto W Sizwe to jail for life.

In 1986 the governnent declared an enmergency when it could no | onger break the
peopl e’ s organisations. It had tried many different tactics: treason trials, vigilantes,
detention and interrogation etc. Even the partial State of Emergency in 1985 was not
enough to stop people from organi sing and the government had to declare a nation w de
State of Energency and, a year later, reinpose it.

Dif f erenge_s

._1- The...Ccygzngqtiapgligigaman.S. .0r_S.t:at _eg ie_s:

In 1948, the Nationalist Party cane to power with their apartheid plan. They devel oped
many laws to put this plan into action: the Bantustans; inlux control and the passes;
Bantu Education; G oup Areas renovals etc.

The government used the energency to smash resistance so that they could i npose these
apartheid | aws.

However by 1986 the governnent does not have a Clear political plan. It responds to
resistance with force because it has no alternative.

Today many of the people that were part of the governnent are calling for the rel ease
of Mandel a and other political prisoners. Although there are big differences between
mass- based organi sati ons and groups connected with the government, nore peopl e now
agree that the way forward lies with the unbanning of the ANC and ot her people’s
organi sations and the rel ease of political prisoners.

Today, unlike in 1960, the government is under pressure fromtheir friends at hone and
over seas.

There is a big difference between 1960 and 1986 in the strength of the mass novenent.
in 1960, after the energency and the banning of the ANC and PAC, |egal organisations
were forced overnight to operate underground. People had little experience of this kind
of work. This made it easy for the police to follow and to hit the new underground
novenent hard
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Today different orgasnisations have been working underground for 27 years. Far nore
peopl e are involved and actvists and organi sati ons have nore experience. They were
prepared for the energency. The trade unions are better organi sed than they were. This
puts nore pressure on the governnent.

3. The Economie__Si_t&ign. :k

Fromthe early 603 to the early 708 there was an econom ¢ boomall over the world. In
South Africa the econony grew, and so people in the rest of the world did not notice
South Africa’s bad conditions. They thought that the governnent’s policy nust be a good
one to result in such rapid grow h.

In 1986, however, the world economic situation had been bad for al nbst 10 years. For
many reasons the rest of the world is far nore aware and angry about what is

happening in South Africa. There is no noney for the governnent to nake far-reaching
ref orns which would make the rest of the world think that they are changi ng. The
econom ¢ situation does not favour the government as it did in 1960.

South African businessnen are worri ed about whether they will survive and so sone of
them have been to Lusaka to talk to the ANC. Today they disagree (in words, if not in
action) with the governnent a little nore than they did in 1960.

5. .T. he. JULQFBEQQEELSEEQQCE-

Many South Africans went into exile in 1960. They did not stop working for the
struggl e. They have spent the years helping to build a |large anti-apartheid novenent in
nost of the Western Countries. This |limts the amount of support those countries can
give to the South African government.

Today, the governnent is limted becasue of international political and econonic
pressure. This makes it harder for the government to smash the nmass novenent

conpl etely.

6. The S it u a ti_o n_i_n#l _39uthern Af_gica.

The situation in Southern Africa has changed a | ot since 1960.

In 1960 the Portugese still occupi ed Angola and Mbdzanbi que. Rhodesia was about to
becorme "independent" under Smith

Today, Nanmibia is the only "buffer’ between South Africa and the new y independent
st at es.

These frontline states are harrassed and destabilised by South Africa. The whole world
knows that South Africa supplies arms to UNITA in Angola and the MNR in

Mozanbi que, so that they can disrupt the |lives of thousands of Angol ans and

Mozanbi cans and the economies of their countries. This costs the government a lot. The
occupation of Nami bia alone costs South Africa R3 million a day.

This nmeans that the South African econony and the arny are weaker than they were in
1960.

There_i _s at |east one negative Change since 196 0 :

The South African state is today better armed and equi pped than at any other tine in
it’s history. The arny and police have nany weapons and arns factories so that they
can continue their violent repression under international sanctions.

The arny has al so gai ned many years of experience fighting in bush wars - in Zi nbabwe
and al ong South Africa’s borders. Since 1976 they have al so gai ned experience in dealing
wi th urban uprisings inside the country."

" The SADF enters the schools in 1985



3 Passes

These are the demands that COSATU made around the Pass Laws, after they were

changed in 1986. Many of themreflect the demands nmade in the different clauses of

the Freedom Charter. COSATU S denmands are basic rights which the Pass Laws have

denied to African people for so many years.

1. Qur Qe_nggg nalLtl gre _gggv_bg one citizensh ip_ for all in a single undivided South
53%

We say away with honel and Citizenship, away with separate citizenship, away with
division into races, away with division of our workers into "Citizens", and "aliens".
Different Citizenships keep workersl divided.

2.0ur demand is for freedom of novenent for all

Pass Laws and passes have, for decades, prevented workers frommoving freely. Wrkers
were either channelled to the mnes, or channelled to the farns, or channelled to
various towns, depending on where their |abour was required. Wrkers’ novements were
tightly controlled with crimnal punishnments if they di sobeyed the controls. Pass Laws
have t herefore prevented workers fromnoving freely as hunman bei ngs.

3. Qur demand is for the right of all workers to Iive where they glease WTH their

fam lies.

Becasue_of the system of migrant and contract |abour which is enforced by passes and
Pass Laws, workers do not have the right to |ive where they please, whether it be in
Cape Town, Stellenbosch, Bellville, Sinonstown, Kinberley, Pretoria or anywhere el se.
Thousands of workers have been forced, ever since union, 1914 onwards, to |eave their
famlies - wives, brothers, sisters and children behind in the so-called reserves, |later
cal l ed the Bantustans. They then live alone on the mines or inthe Cities or on the
farns. They only see their famlies for a very short period each year, if at all. This
forced removal of breadw nners fromtheir famlies has caused untold suffering for the
worren, for the nothers, for the young Children, for the sisters and for the breadw nners
thenselves. It has broken up nany families. It has created other social evils. Passes and
Pass Laws hel ped to create and naintain this.

4. Qur c_| _emand is for groper hogges for wi5k ers and their famlies.

It may be argued that the demand for houses and security for all is not connected to
the question of passes or Pass Laws. Up to now it has indirectly been part of it all
Over the years the state has not considered it neccessary to build houses for workers.
And the bosses have not considered it to be their responsibility. The '.ocal authorities
have done the same. And so, over the years, because the workers were regarded as

bei ng expendabl el eand as tenporary in the tows; Cties, mnes and farns, they did not



consider it neccessary to provide proper houses for them W rkers, hounded and chased
around from pl ace to place by Pass Laws and passes, B.A D. inspectors and police, who
arrested them because of passes, have been forced to live in hovels, conpounds and
squatter canps. So the demand for proper housing nust be made.

5. Qur demand is for the _right to work and to Choose our engl oxnent.

Passes and Pass Laws have been used to force workers to work on farns, on the mnes
and to work for bosses they do not neccessarily want to work for. The way passes and
Pass Laws were enforced prevented workers from choosing where to work and for whom
to work.

6. Qur demand is for an end to racial and sex discrimnatign

Pass Laws have been used to continue and increase this discrimnation. They have been
used to discrinmnate firstly between black and white. They have been used to

di scrimnate between African workers on the one hand and Col oured and I ndi an workers
on the other. They have been used to discrimnate between oppressed men and oppressed
wonen.
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Resource

SOVE BOOKS AND VI DECS FOR EXTRA READI NG AND FOR PROGRAMVES

BOOKS

SHOOTI NG AT SHARPEVI LLE, by Anbrose Reeves, Bi shop of Johannesburg - Eyewi tness
accounts of the events at Sharpeville.

STRIJDOM YOU HAVE STRUCK A ROCK, by the Federation O South African Wrnen

- Panphlet to commenorate the march on 9 August 1956.

TI ME LONGER THAN ROPE, by Eddi e Roux - A very good history of the struggle in

South Africa.

BLACK POLI TICS I N SOUTH AFRI CA SI NCE 1945, by Tom Lodge - A general history.

FROM PROTEST TO CHALLENGE - DOCUMENTS OF AFRI CAN PCLITICS I N SOUTH

AFRI CA, 1882-1964 in 4 volumes, by Karis, Carter and Gerhardt - Docunents from al
the organi sations involved in the struggle.

LET US SPEAK OF FREEDOM chapters 1 - 4, by The UAC Hi story Department - A

very easy to understand history of the struggle in South Africa.

MY SPIRIT IS NOT BANNED, by Frances Baard - An autobi ography of a |eading ANC

and Federation of South African Wnen (FEDSAW nenber.

SIDE BY SIDE, by Helen Joseph - Autobi ography of a | eadi ng FEDSAW nenber.

VI DECS

SHARPEVI LLE (20 mins.) - A short introduction to the evnts on 21 March 1960.
SHARPEVI LLE SPIRIT (30 mns.) - Areturn to Sharpevillle in 1985 to find out how the
peopl e remenber the events in the township in 1960 and again in 1984/ 85.

WATHI NT " ABAFAZI (30 mins.) - A play by townshi p wonen protesting agai nst the Pass
Laws.

YOU HAVE STRUCK A ROCK (30 mins.) Interviews with nany of the |eadi ng FEDSAW

worren who participated in the 1956 march to the Union Buildings in Pretoria: Lilian
Ngoyi, Dora Tamana, Hel en Joseph, Am na Cachalia and others.

H STORY OF APARTHEI D, Nos. 1 and 2 (60 mins. each) - Made for an overseas

audi ence, this long filmdescribes the history of apartheid through a | ong series of
interviews with different people. It shows extracts fromthe anti-pass canpai gns and the
events at Sharpeville.

W TNESS TO APARTHEID (55 mins.) - Interviews with township residents and ot hers who
descri be the repression and viol ence in townshi ps.



A ossary

The Conmmuni st Party? short for South African Comuni st Party (SACP); forned in

1921, banned in 1950 and forced underground.

ANC - African National Congress; formed in 1912, banned in 1960. The ANC is the

ol dest political party in Southern Africa and Africa. The ANC believes in the denands
set forth in the Freedom Charter.

"Kaffir" - the names, 'kaffir’, 'native', 'bantu and others were used by the governnent
officials and police in an insulting way. For this reason people reject all these names a
S

bei ng raci st.

anphitheatre a sloped, sem -circular area of seats, usually used for plays and concerts.
PAC -Pan African Congress; formed in 1959, banned in 1960. The PAC was formed by a
group of peopl e who broke away fromthe ANC because they believed that Africa was

for Africans only. They did not accept many of the clauses Of the Freedom Charter.
dismantled - to break up or take apart.

Rivonia Tria

In 1963 the police raided the farm Liliesleaf in R vonia, near Johannesburg where they
arrested the | eaders of Unkhonto W Sizwe. Nel son Mandel a, Govan Moeki, Ahned

Kat hadra, Raynmond Ml aba, Elias Mtsoal edi, Andrew Ml angeni and Walter Sisulu were
charged with high treasomas a result and were sentencd to life inprisonnent in 1964.

In 1987 Govan Moeki was rel eased.

econom ¢ boom - a period when many factories are built and bosses make huge profits.

1

expendabl e - easily repl aced
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