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Nhatal’Ns
people
should
not be
divided
chief

Daily News Reporter

THE South African Government's at-
tempts to divide the people of Natal
into artificial constituencies made a
mockery of economic reality, the Chief
Minister of KwaZulu, Chief Mangos-
uthu Buthelezi, said yesterday.

In his policy speech in the Kwa-
Zulu Legislative Assembly, Chief Bu-
thelezi said: “We in KwaZulu have long
argued that the rigid separation of de-
cision-making in Natal and KwaZulu is
a very costly affair, foisted on the peo-
ple of Natal by segregationists of the |
last century and the apartheid bosses
subsequent to that.”

It was becoming increasingly clear
that the Government did not know
what to do with the KwaZulu-Natal sit-
uation.

He believed a climate could now be

emerging in which the Buthelezi Com-
mission’s consolidation proposals “may
well be looked at again”.
“If 1 had to isolate the gravest stum-
bling block we face, I would say it is
the Government’s strange quietness
when it comes to discussion of black
rejection of whites retaining final deci-
sion-making powers in 87 percent of
the land of our birth.

“No reforms can be meaningful un-
less there is white recognition that it is
immoral and politically suicidal for
whites to think that they could perpetu-
ate white control over 87 percent of our
land and therefore over all its wealth,”
he said.

The Chief Minister repeated his call
for the South African Government to
form a joint black/white statement of
intent so political leaders could save
South Africa from “bloody revolution”.

Later in his speech, Chief Buthelezi
said the KwaZulu Legislative Assembly
should debate the question of open-
ing KwaZulu’s doors to members of the
ANC Mission in Exile.
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';BETWEEN four and sxx'
~million township resi-
‘«dents in South Africa no
7" longer have to pay ser-
«wvlce charges to township
-‘authorities, in terms of a
Supreme Court  judg-
"ment in’ P1etermantz-_ 1
Wburg yesterday. o
Mr .. Justice Shearer
‘and Mr Justice -Law

upheld an appeal of four
residents from
township near yhel

‘against a conviction in |
;the Nqutu Magistrate’s |
Court for not paying ser- ||
vice charges on their |
‘township houses be-
tween 1979 and 1983.

Mr Justice Law said a

keir and Bophutha-

——tswana, and to townships--
outside “prescribed
areas”.

- literal reading of the ]
Government notice indi-
cated that township resi-
dents only had to pay an |
initial service charge,
not the monthly fee of |
R340 or R150 levied
over the last last snx
years.

The appellants’ coun-
sel, Mr Chris Nicholson
of the Legal Resources
Centre, said after the
trial that the finding
would apply to all black
townships outside Trans-

“The question now is
- whether residents can |
reclaim for the amount
they have been paymg

over the last six years,”
+ hesaid. '

The four appellants were: |
Mr Fanyana Phenyane, Mr |
Thamsanqa Khumalo, Mr
Russel Nkwanyana and
Alinah Zulu. )
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*SUPREME Court Judgeé
‘here have set aside the
convictions, on appeal, of -

. failing to pay for commu--
“nity ser\rlces 1n lhe:r
Jtownshlp S A T

“The ;udgment cuuld
have far-reaching “impli-

‘four people on charges of =

tfor which the s:harges
vary), nor_did it specify

 whether payments had to

be made monthly, weekly, .
daily or.annually.”On a-
“literal reading it ‘would

‘appear that the payment

» wvne He round that l.he State

had ‘not_proved its case
‘against the four accused

Scations for millions ‘of == Russel Nkwanyana,

+:blacks living in lownshlps
r “in South Africa.
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“Thamsanqga Khumalo,
‘'Fanyana Phenyane and

- Mr Justice Law, with ML_ Alzinah Zuly, all ?&Mﬂ
.lust:ce Shearer comeur- m’rownshlp,in. orth

\ring, said a notice in the
Government Gazette in
', 1978 specifying the tariffs
' for and services provided
. in townships was unclear.
-~ MrJustice Law said the
notice did not define
what was meant by rudi-
mentary or full services

‘1_“1-
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rn Natal —/'who 'were
tned and convicted by a
Nqutu mag]strate Mr .l P
Mgobozi, in 1983.

The four had each been
sentenced to a fine of R90
or 90 days conditionally
suspended for three
years. In addition they
were ordered to repay the

| amounts that they owed
! between 1979 and 1983,

failing which they were to

. undergo 90 days impris-
-onme'll N T

At the end oflhe appeal
hearing Mr Justice Shear-
er thanked the Legal Re-
sources Centre for ‘once
again’ bringing a matter

before court involving an |

‘important question of
_principle and the inter-

*was to be mad. onceonly ,

L

ests of a large number of

people’.

Mr Chris Nicholson and
Mr Sandile Ngcobo of the
Legal Resources Centre
said that in terms of the
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.townshlpi ‘Ruling on payments:
: BE TS & ouas geotiay - oay HORL ST SAE AR
service __,Lcould ffectqmlll_lup_ng.;-

‘judgment those who bad ! :
pa:d for community ser- |
lyices would probably be "
entitled to reclaim their |
_.m()l]ey. ,;:..E,\vﬁ:. S y >
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Wltneu Reporter :
A SUPREME Court deci-
_ision which declared that
illions of township
wellers were being
harged service fees ille-
gally would have a “pro-
found effect”, said Mr
Graham MclIntosh, PFP
MP for Pletermarltzburg
North, yesterday.

l Mr Meclntosh, the PFP
pokesman on local gov-
ernment

housing and

works, said “the signifi- !

c¢ance of the Supreme

Court decision is that |
there may be other in- |

stances where bureau-
cratic regulations have
not been properly drawn
uporapplied”.

.y The judgment, handed
down in the Supreme
Court, Pietermaritzburg
on Thursday, does not af-
fect the city’s townships
as both Imbali and So-

——bantu fall within “pre- |! | =

seribed” areas. -
. The finding applies to
all townships outside the
Transkei and Bophutha-
tswana, and outside
“prescribed areas”.
.Spokesmen for the De-
partment of Co-opera-
tion and Development
were unavailable for
— comment on the ruling. ~—

from

tow

scribed areas”.

years,” he said.

The four appellants were Mr Fan- |/
yana Phenyane, Mr Thamsanga Khu- |
malo, Mr Russel Nkwanyana and Mr
Alinah Zulu.— Sapa

Services charges do not——
have to be paid, judges rule

PIETERMARITZBURG: Between four
and six million township residents in
South Africa no longer have to pay ser-
vice charges to township authorities, in
terms of a Supreme Court judgment
here yesterday.

Mr Justice Shearer and Mr Justice
Law upheld an appeal by four residents
ip, near Vryheid,
against a conviction in the' Nqutu Mag-
istrate’s Court for not paying service
charges on their township houses be-
tween 1979 and 1983.

" Mr Justice Law said a literal readmg
‘of the government notice indicated that
township residents had to pay only an

initial service charge of R3,40 or R1,50

" levied over the last six years.
The appellants’ counsel, Mr Chris
Nicholson of the Legal Resources
. Centre, said after the trial that the
findings would apply to all black town-
ships outside Transkei and Bophutha
tswana and to townships outside “pre-

“The question now is whether resi-
dents can reclaim the amount they }
have been paying over the last™six
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