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Message of Support for SWAPO

15-17 Septenmber 1989 S, Mey Australia

The first Austral asian and Pacific Regi onal Conference Against Apartheid for a Denocratic
Sout h

Africa convened by the Australasia and Pacific Ofice of the ANC was held in Sydney, Aust
ralia on

the 15 - 17 Septenber 1989. It was attended by over a hundred representatives of trade un
i ons, churches,

worren, youth, and student groups, (Australian) parlianentarians, political parties, profe

ssi onal

organi sations, anti-apartheid and ANC support G oups from Australia, Aotearoa (New Zeal an

d, Fiji,

Hawai i, Hong Kong, Japan, Kanaky (NewCal edoni a), Papua New Cui nea, Philippines, Sol onmon I

sl ands,

Sout h Korea, Vanuatu and Western Sanpa. Representatives of the Australian Departnent of F

oreign

Affairs and Trade al so parti ci pated.

The conference was al so attended by representatives of the African National Congress (ANC

), the

Congress of South African Trade Uni ons (COSATU), the South African Council of Churches (S

ACCO) ,

the South African National Medical and Dental Association (NAVDA) as well as Anmbassadors,
Hi gh

Comm ssioners and other diplomats accredited to Australia and representing Al geria, China

EZechosIovakia, Egypt, Hungary, India, Kenya, Mauritius, New Zeal and, N geria, the U S A
the

U S.S. R, Zanbia and Zi nbabwe.

The conference was a followup of the International Conference Against Apartheid for a De
nocratic

South Africa which was convened by the ANC _in Arusha, Tanzania on Decenber. 1 - 4,4987.
That

Conf erence brought together for the first time all concerned groups to support the |ibera
tion struggle

and the ANC,s place in that |iberation struggle.

The Regi onal Conference was opened by Senator the Hon. Gareth Evans, Australian M nister
of

Foreign Affairs and Trade. O her speakers at the official dinner were H s Excellency Fere
nc

Eszt ergal yos, Hungari an Ambassador to the UN and representative of the UN Special Conmmtt
ee agai nst

Apartheid, Thabo Mieki, ANC Secretary for International Affairs and nenber of the Nationa
I

Executive Committee of the ANC, and Eddi e . Funde ANC Chi ef Representative in Austral asia
and the

Paci fic

O

The conference endorsed the Declaration and Programe of Action of the Decenber, 1987 Aru
sha

Conf erence and the various sectors considered ways and means of inplenenting that program
me in the

context of the tasks facing the solidarity novenent in the Austral asian and Pacific regio
n and in the

i ght of the changes in South and Southern Africa since the Arusha conference was hel d.
Conference Noted : '’

1. that the Nam bian people are facing increasing hurdles in the final stages of their ac
hi evenent s

for a free society in the form of:

a) intimdation and fraud

b) no central voters’ role

c) the hideous asassination of Conrade Anton Lubowski in the past wkek

2. the increasing inteference by the South African regime in the constitutional processes
of a new

Nam bi a and control over the finances for the new Assenbly.

Conference Reaffirnms its commitnment to the struggle of SWAPO and the Nam bi an people, the



ir

endeavour to achi eve freedom and genui ne i ndependence.

Conferrence further endorses the call by SWAPO for

a) the extension of the voter registration period

b) the increase of UNTAG forces to 7500 nenbers .

c) all former |l Koevoet" and South African controlled nilitary units to be di sbhanded and
renoved

from SWAPQOL.

Sydney

17th Septenber 1989 _ x



