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: AN INTERVIE. WITH COMRADE OLIVER TANDD- PRES IDENT
h OF THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS OF SOUTH AFRICA
Interviewers :
with Comrade Oliver Tambo, President of

This evening we are
the African National COngres

Could you tell us Comrade Tambo, On
Lfricay. National Congress is active

s of South Africae
this occassion, %O what

exitend you feel that the
inside South Africa today?

Comrade OeRe

14 is very active.
o1 though it has not alwa
those act;vities. They have no
in.Eﬁuth Africa, the African National Congress
gal organisation, it's banned, and therefore can't engage
in overt political activity. But it achieves these, through

its underground network, vhich works with and

peoplee And there 1is a great deal of militent
+he vorkers, the youth

cal zction in the country, involving
in various mass organisations of the people. All this 1S

guided, influenced by the African'National Congress. 1n.
sddition, the strategy of the '
embraces arined strugglé. This has been our strategy since

the early '60°'s- a strategy which was adopted by several :
on the African continent «And in

And 1S indeed consistant®

ys been nossible 1O report fully on
because

t always been ObV1OusS,
ig an illee

mong the
mass politi-

other liberation.movements
icaﬁ.NationalTCongreas nas
considerable difficulties of
fact th.©® fdr our armed
1rm

this era, .the AIT
not vithstending the
sely from the
,’it is necessary to have i

tive,
operation, arising lar
struggle to grow and develop
rear bases, provided by the O
which the struggle 1S being wagede

We not quite in that position in bou
2t this stage, they arc threa

has demonstrated its ruthlessness.

tates adjoining the countr

th Africae Ourneighbours
are comparatively weak tened by
t.is fascist regime, which
ant bombings 1in Angola and has pr G
~nd vhich has given thc

by 1ts const
bomvings in Zamblad and Mozamblque ;]

Smith regime the capacily TO attack

tﬂi*‘v«n:ﬁi.
g /5

-nd kill people 1In BOoe
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e thri-krind of & PEArCaudt, 108 c AL YR U0 Cherelortr ey

wde it difficult for African Independent Statcs who would.

erwise be providing the kind of rear vases which Tanzania,
Lozambique, Zambia and Angola had provided ~ Liberation
Movements. Rear bases such as those provided sy Guinea 1o
PAIGCe Evidence of ~the activity of the African National

ngress in South Africa is Dbeing provided of course very

s

ry recently, by a long trial of our cadres, members of
Umichonto we Sizwe,who were charged with High Treason, ang ==
jere sentenced not so long ago,with one of them getting a

isath sentencc while the others were sentcecinced to periods

—in W J
“tending from . to 19 years, These trials are zoing on gl
the time, many of them secretlye Even this one was largely

_crete But there are many others goinz on involving our
codrese There are many of our cadrces who are active in the.
country, who are harrassing the enemy, attocking, strikinge
Aind it is the South African regime ivhich frequently concedes
> et that the African National Congress has really

.

secome a serious threat to the survival of the régime oo

that -1s'@a positibn cs far =s the activity of the African
"ational Congress in South Africa is concerned.
guestlionsg

.opl. are of the opinion, at lcast some people, that South

ifrica's military power is so great that it will be 1mpoe
~sible for the ILiberction Movement like the african Nae
-l Congress or even other supporters tcckling (toppling)
ite .iis is--the kind of impression peoplc seem to be having.
Are you of the impression that the South African regime is
invincible, this invincibility theory that the South African

regime cultivates?

Comradec Ol.Re

ot at all, Infaect any people who @ntertain tihis view ol
this militery capacity of the South African regime, Would
be the first to admit that this i1s only a superficicl 1Me
rossione Beenuse the history of 1liber tion strusgles shows

th:.t the dcecisive factor is not 2 mllitory mi~ht of the

PRressor I 1me:at--alis '
P ./3
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It is the determination of the pcople to win their frecdoms
That 1s somethlnw about which milit.ry strength can uo very
little., ./e saw this demonstrated veyy dramatic..lly 1in
Vietname I mean Vietnam is a lesson that will gndure for all ..
generations. After all herc was the United States, with all
its might aimed'ag;inst this small'peoplc,_ﬁnd they won, ' |
they really dide. And .11l around the world we scc great mille
tary powers like thc Shah of Ir;n, suddenly ocing over-
thrown by the peoplo who were barcly armed really 1in
comparlslon to the strength of the army.lt was a médern_
army vwith most sophistlce 1ted veaponarye. But that 1s no
deterrent, And I think that thls is 51mply becauscy vhen
once people reach a stage wﬂﬂnrthuy are dfiant of death
-nd it doesn't matter how many of them are killed (we are .
even witnessing this 1n Zlmbabhe), it doesn't matter at =
alle If they are _detarmlned to vin thelr freudom, they v1ll.
And we in South Africa,must be. we started quite some tlme
2g0.Ve have marched abreast of all liber«tion movements all
over the yorld. we have becn demanding exhctly the same
thinge We have prepared to ulc.forhlu and vwe have died for

it in large numbers indecd. e have had our magsorese .

And as I say, persecution is the‘order_of the day in South
Africa, but it is no deterrent.This trial thot I've refe-
rred to, vhich suddenly began- a trial df'peoplé vho are
alleged to be guilty of Hig h.Treason, is infact a trial of
people who have committed of fences, if they arc offences at
all, nhlch have becn committed before. For many years 1t hos
becen thc same thing. But they have found that those trials
have been no doterrent. They werc charged vith the Suppression
of Communism Act, the Terrorism Act, ond 21l sorts of actse
But it h.s becen no deterrent, |
And these trials ore going on daily. Now they have i1 vroduced
a new terminolosy— that these offencces constitute Hisgh Trcae
sone They arc hoping th.t this ‘is ~oing to bc a deterient.sind
their ovm experience should tell them ta U it is not TO1NE

to be a deterrentes The might of their army 1s no deterrent,

it hos been note |

o0/l
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And tlrere is' only one and result, ond 1T igs Victory for

L A

the pcoplie

QUCS t1on s
d thetdifficult congditions that the sfrican

o1f in as far as the Srmed
~rned. Considering the |

'y

You mcntione
National Congress finds 1tTS

strugle agalll
weak nature of the countrics around gouth africa, -nd the
h Afric.n reglme itselfjziven

agoressive nature of the Sout

that weakness, what do you think
ntional Congress regarde=ing

sre the positive factors
for the African N the political

structure insidé-South.Africa itself?

Comrade OeRe | |
1d say temporary wcakncss of the

Again, the relative, I shou
states; 1S going to be done asay with, DY the rising tempo
Africoe Although thesc countries

zgle 1

are militearily weak, -nd cconomic. 1lly veaker than South
Africa and somellmes ae
s of these countries Su

tion 1n Southfﬁfriéa~unreaervedly. Th
fact, 1T mcans thercfore that thc time is very far ava
gouth Africa con hope tO rceruit thcesce countrics onto 1¥S

wn side, against tho liberation forcc

pcndent upon it, thc sovernments and
peoplc pport the struz-le for libera= -
is: 1S an important

1: L 1’1 en

se 'that 18 ~oing TO

hoppened 1n 73 mbabwe, *hen thc struzzle

happen 18 what
stortcde

asainst the smith regiuc
one would have said th.t Botsi.na wa
nad only just becomc independente 1%

.ith bhe rising tempo of tiac
h.s ceven defended 1T

s comparatively .e2Kke 1T
hod o armye Butb Botswiies

na hos grovin strgoule in
~-nd hos taken up noS1t10nSy, '
Arms 28..1nst invasion and agr che bmith

1qe happéﬁ.ﬁfricun ~ountrics cnd

p ond sunport tac StTrie

7.imblOWC,

self with
Thig is what 18 01N
pcople in ThesC countrics,will risc u
role hoenuoe thoy do Sup ort 1T NoOWe Theretore this is &
take into account; th t/at ;TTuﬁLjitliﬁjuy
~rc relatively vcak arnd bQJrufor; £4 th t exoort-our SLIte
ool s 1ifficult.But ho: then e procccea? For the

' our cffecectaive striking c.poclty

i

cssion by

rug‘lmc s

factor thoet we aust
Q1O

we arc dcveclo pifl,'}_";

e & ¥
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within South Africie Thls acpl

.pound their numerous Z
rcoimce ind the people ~pe respondlnge

It 1s an nstounding fecling that althou h there < c muny
legal organisations in HSouth nfrica, -cnd the ifricon Na=
is tlc one woich 18 $1lezal, yeu the

Sress atmosphcre,
that the

tha ;_woplu

tional ConJress
support 10T it,
in the wholcl country,
zearlig G

c, ‘which means

1S very intens
pcople arc sclves to wage Tho atruggle,What-
over difficultics exigste |
might not nave the kind of suDNOrt We y.ould

et hesBhInsSAe

for ThlSe But ¢8 &
~s it risecs, the U 0Ty international

is going TO riseg «nd
supjort,ﬁfrigan sun ort ior onr struggle will ditsell
increase ond mnifcst ituelfe SO0 we &are -uite confident that
tiis Progress of the «african revolution 15 unstopilee
There may o€ vhat looks like & Tull, Dut undcer covel of
n arc buildlig Ude And

ag of revolutio
trend- “nd it 18 toOWaIrAS Wl
in South A1 COe

that luli, the forc |
total victory

there 1S only onec
o zoinst the forces of reocitlon nd cven
Now hoving said that 01C st warn thoet wein

arc fighﬁingtnot just & 3otha regime oOr the Vorster resime
hite minority r.glid

-uth africe

in South Africae

beforc it, OT just -
Rooted 1n e soil of Soutil Africa arec +the intcrests of
ors— ©cornomlc interests, interests of

. the big westcrn pov
their global stroteoye All these center &l
th t thc South African reglnc has a Por erful ally

meaning L
combincd might of Vtiic imperiulist
it a8 reality; To such aI

of Zimbab: €

J01.CrS e And ©hils

11 et
y extent 39518

9

ut

ig not GuCOTYy,
nd Noamibldy

reulity that sven the provlcms

p:“t..r‘biculﬂ.rly' 74 mbabwe, e infoect couscd Dy ilng_:)uri:t,li:;n‘l"s

concern ~houlb South Lfricoe And the strugsle Lhadt as

peing wigcG S0 v-oliantly Yy the Zimbab. € Do PLe inst S ith

ie a strugslc in hich uic 1mpur1hLiui Aro involved ahale = *
P Cinondous

is L Suruj “1e U0 i Rl veolc victory oL
. hol: region ot SHoutherin nfricae

1mHor Lol Ce for tac
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Anc¢ that is saying particulorly, it is sup oscd 10O determine

he outcome of the confliect .of forcces ‘within South iAfrica.
So th.t is »art of our problcm, cnd it has been part of tae
nroblem of the Zimbabwe pconle, The South .niricen situ.tion
is in the interests th .t the jmpericlist have in South
Africc, So it is ncver going 1o be casy for us, vut 1mpe-
rialism is getving defcatcdes The just cause for wnicn ve
fight, is _.inecreasingly vinning he sunport of tie wvhole
of nenkind, and with tie pcople 1in South ifrica rising

nd striking ot their immediate cenemy, complic.tions arc
i, to rise for imperialism resulting in the expulsion

0
of the imperielists from our region, and the seizure of

nover by the pecople of Southern iAfrica, and thiecir exercise

of thot power to build a new future for the necoples

J:.u;f%tiOl’l;

-
-
I
o e
-|_I
_—

comrace Tambo, you mentioned Gt inter=rclationship
botweon the situation in South sfrica and Zimdah co TO

"3
e

the oxtent that the impericlists are cooperating in Z 111030,
bi.e and South.ﬁfrica; S0 vie assume btie prosressives 1n
7imbabiie ond  South ifrica -lso cooperate, and my guesivlon
here is, vhit kind of @ solution 1in Zinbabv.e 1s thewn fitting

for tic strugile in South Africaf?

The best solution for the strugglc in South Africa would

ofcourse be if the Patriotic Front won a tot .l victiory, a
victory viidch pecrmits o1 1o compromises which 1nvolve

their surrender of some of their positions, th. .t would have

weate But ‘failins th .t best, we have great conile

been the 7

dence in the lcadcrship of tlie Patriotic Front ind we think
thet they have dcecmonstrated this quality of leadersiap
masnificcntly  during uhe stru . gle- armca strucsle= and 1ow
durings these ncpotiations in Londone e are confident that
21ti.oush the dice is hewvily loaded o 0inst toon, thoy hove
fogzht brovely. And-1I thanig uvney axe = I'e:Cu 1N a4 position

in .hich &ucy will be «ble wo continue the fi hty.nd cnsure
i

thot Zimbabve falls imder DO - O Wele

L
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Primc Ministery, !
1f Zimd .DWe T & Forak LOgE jale incepen CTLG
nGent 1n L1C +orms  thi

1)¢ \sonaRly =

inGee
Vo Jde s £ ) .
~Hla to i Gevelof

ve Wwaneo
the

p-.._-;nG_-,..:ant,
e Stmsg"lc 1n DOU.'th

1 -—
.L-‘l\- w

n Gil £ +ill be

i3

it can hardly ~yoiG DCIN & a truc
~nisation of african Unitcy -na
Unity bthers ;g wnity ob this
1 atyo yat DY -na

roday— Ccn

AfricCoy

pemder of the Or&
fricon

I'j.u..;u

have in fact

proiress of
nucstlons
But crit1cCS voula Sy +hat there & o SOnv aoulitrics 11 o
Africd hat «Tre really of icnders reg o relns STOG ith
South Africe; 1 S0 Ofle Hou, surc are Yyou of ThlSs suD oL
from Lfricall countriaﬁ? certainly the ScYVice of T OAU 18
Ar 21N Hut TO ST ~xtecnd are yOotl 2-Ca ) ebing 5o r1ousS
S 1_13port?
COHLI’T..C.G O.ite
T think +hat the Sud ort +that the OI‘{_}"-LI"liS&'ElOH of ofraicanl
Unity COllGCth“ly hos S1VCIls ~g been VerY V@luablu.Ygu
1mot, suplo¥ oY Q- anG. SUy o1t 10T che Ye triotlcC Front
no.o been SWUD ort fox +ho sfricand National CoNEYcSSe R§e)
there ore ofcourss iudiviuu;l gouitiuna. There &4v countrics
nich weiC o 1 50/into ceonoilc 1"01:..1;10115111'1 yith South
Afric Whiich vhed could: nolr sl e 1 v 4 b wonld He o
proce~= oI oTe LY geae @ y1g GO - FMWaa-n 5 LI el b=
1lye =° ould haVe cLopLod W 501T1O0Lle Me africiit - Yo
cional O rES S AL T YLt these POsS1ILL E e ThoE et
: R
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There arc ofcouse oiicuders, Liadt's Llucy s el ibab el ri ¢ 105 7C

~re. countries vhich have becn corrying on surreptitiously
Jyut there are lso examples of cow.irics whioh, when they
1iseovered that therce ..erce somc compai:les 1n thiose
countrics vho were trading with south Africe,- heve, vaken
ction against tihosce companics.I am thinking for e:cmple
of Nigeriae. It h.s tuken ~ction to stop these things.l
fool th t on the whole, inspite oi south Africa‘ts claim,
o cvidence or tiw inst nces of OAU suprort Ior our
strus le overrides any vrc..chus of th. resolutions of tiwe
Orgenisation of "frican Unity in rcgoxd o tracc - 1th

LY g 3= X 1
'L.._,:' \J _l lJl alfrl CE:L [ ]

cuestions
Ts it true Comrade Tombo, that the ncw sovernmennt 1n il
contral African Rgpublic 1S interested in diplom.tic tics

itk South Afriecc, as thc South Africon radio scem TO hove

-

said a2t the tiwe hon Devid Dacko took noWer, or vh.'v

ovidenece to you heve of vhis?

Comrade QeRe

Well he w..s renorted to hove m..de that statement.But then
he said he had becn mis-reported .nd that . that 128 0%
his »osition.That was the 1ast I heardiof ite ‘e .C1G Ole
coursc shocked that any onc agsuming  thc positlon of
lecadership of an Lfrican country would begin Dy annou-

cta)

neing thot thoy would defy African posivions on the
cuestion of rclavicils ith South Africa. Ve thou:iit ©a1s
was inercciole, but shortly after th:t :n cnnoomcementd
wos mace thoet he hos been misquoted, thot that was not his

DOS1T10Ile

Questiong ,

‘hon we look at th¢ situcation in: Zimbobuesand seg L lov
of mity within the two .1ings o1 tha Potriotic Front,: uicc.-
nin . Zapu nd 42000, nd then relate it o the sliuctlion
in South Africe, could you say th T thore could Do

orking allisnce of 1nuer <t or in alliwnce that could

e




go 14T petween the i frican; Not1onc Con ;eSS @ the I
Africanis® Congruss, or o you fecl that the igsucs th.t
i ,ns arc 10O aifficult To

ratc tnesc AP

sepe
handlc?

Comraut Ol -
vou aakad MC at

TCSS in.South Africte
11 ~d in NS libera-

&'
onc clsc= wh‘.,.t org.nils ntions are

South frica,

of ulc peonlu ould SeY the

From our noint ol V1E¥s this is not & proalem.at 2113t
ust docsn'?t arisc. Our pru—Occupatlon ig the struéglo

' soplec 1il south ALTX1cCe

vie hove Uil Puodlo OAre
] ruustlon ~t 1l Thereiorc

:.s SN 1nflut_.nce in Thie
11 thesc

L |

the Women Orguﬂluwtl ns, tie

jus T S holll = any. oL yOou
folloving the linc

organisatlonss

n the churchcsSy

workers, cve
orc o1l reolly

Now rceentlyy tuu_Cﬂluf aofs: .
v d AR s Sl ’ Mationtl (GonsresSt s
which Taey do Just ~out © FAnve Bub NG ¢ V)
fer Lo Uhc .C ' By 5 o ot my
1 'Thoe pon Lfricod m. TesSS ig o 9P

gnlC
ho 5huula 1110V o He knows
J -ha Suuﬁh.ifriown 1 ¢

.+ honcestlys for JCAIS LOVigh M=
| e winister of 2ollcCy
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thot the pcople wWho are nombers of fhe

S0 I viould sup osceC
Pon Africonist Con ress ‘v ich therce arc in South Africo,
t_o

this united approach, And they sce l.

themsclves accept
is qucstioning

difrercnces at all. Novody in Louth Arica
the political linc of the Lfrlc n Notional Congfesse.No Once

Infact:-it is creating a lot of problems"lor the regimce
S0 this question 1s & it ncadcmicy for us w0 48 I say,are
obhlcoms of rmaing thc struz 1le Sk

yre-~occuplced dth the=pr
scrve the ends

inside South Africa; nov arranccaents hich

of convenicnce, not th T,

If the problcm arosc, -nd I think so.e péople hve becn

trying vVery i nw~rd to crecbte it, 1 am sure th-t the african

Netional Congress is mature cnouzh to be able O h.ndle

thot cucstion, Becausc in tac
National CongrcsSs was an oct of unity of the oppressca
South Africa, ..¢ have devceloned this unitye Ve have
brouzht in other ethnic groups 1n south Africae.tie have
cncourcred whitco Progyrcssives ‘nd cemocrats to join in the
strug-le agoinst the racist fascist rcegimce G OTC
cntire people=cvery cl.ss, And thnere 21°C peconle
orzonisatlo0s vt ichihove thelr

final analysis, thc iLfricen

uniting tne
there who olready ore in
thoy are lcg-
1 with the African Notional

nerh .ps even critical

ovn ProsrimicsS, 1 or~inisationsSe THosSCe Pro=

orommnes arc not idecntic
Consresse And-SOme indivicuals are

of our politic L linu, ut ve suport <1l of

. Pacis For unity 25-:1usST

think that therc 1s
TilC ruVOWutl nary strcam for the ovcrthrowal of the

1 uon“t oy, vwhen 10 st £ 18 kind
lon-, Time ountsice

Ll L.!.ull-l‘ .y \.;'-

gonurwl—

streame
foscist ruglmc.

01l CGUucSe=

Lith me,out 118 cuite

tion w.s roisca

hCeree

ih-_.“‘-—__-'_‘
Now youu ontioned inside thc countrv, Doecs wvile O istoence
of lutts scy the Pon Africanist. Congress, Cra vt pLb yloms

:
{for vour Jieplomitlc ;CtiV1t1@S outsiue v cowltry ¢

soighi o Iy
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comradc Ol.ite
Not at alle No, WC have not found thot prohliem anyv.:nerc,
“ny countrye '

not ony.herc, nob in

the foct that tho sfricon National

the different cthnic Zroups of
unferstand from S0..€ rcports th..t the

SOU.th .-.h.fri Ctle: Ve
gtudents werc very vociferous during the 1976 Soveto

shen scem O h.ve &
- 1ites type of
aee=11 South

Movement, crud since r-cial in thelr
rinds— that is T 31 ck versus the
~ttitudce DO yoOU feel thi.t Tid situation of T
frica his poisoncd the minds of pcople O the extont thet

they 2re 1o0king L it &s & Bl .cke.inltc Pros

than & pro.olom +1, t ~ffects all TACCS, iy 61

of the system?

-

~ prouuct

comrade Oelte
\iell therce are de~recs 1n hich tinas tenacency manifcst
1f, First of 111 the socicl structure, the cconornilc

ete political structurc in tiac counltry cmpho-
ciousncSse Anyway, Jo4 can't got AWy
e Tie ea g

itse
structurc,
sigcs this Trace CO1LS

from ite You have to &0
~re bliCKe

nd live in SovicUOy not so.

clse, weccuse you A1l sorts of TinlugZs ho.ppen
to you bocause you 2I'e Black, SO y-u.natur;lly arec

conscious of 1Te In the struiglc, the Block people, -ay
the .fricans who are ~t ‘the bottom of  aie
auiong themsclves O the fact thit they arc the mosv

rung resl 'y, arc

united
exPloitad.And theb 2R 2 foct, il it tends 6O gulvanise
‘orent levelSe

them o8 ~n cutity. Then you hove difs
crll - tho colourcd Peconle, then you have ot tae
~re w1so BlickSe And® therec 18 Q.

the counisry

‘- - l,l:\.l.t "-' ' 0
Indion pcoplee

But tacy
the soclicety 1n

vholc structure that
1nto Lht M1 to nd Block g o thit CXuiiid the oOlaciks arc
llnl'tudt

/12
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But at the highcer lovels of the struzglc ' hci you arc now
actively cngligea Gy, (nd T.is 1is the ignort nt thang; you arc
*polltlcully engage d,fighting) you hove to determine o
your cneny 1Se It's o starting point. vhat is your ohjccilive
and wio is the cnemy thot prevents  you from cschievemeints
of thot objcctive?New it is in the definition of €l cCnCny
that the africon Natl nal Congress finds oll those to he
allies regardlcess of rocc. But young peonlo in their corly
dnvs sce the immedicte encmy; the man ho kicked thcm 1n
the strect, ~nd vwho Wwas wilic, the man w.ho says make teo
for m¢ and you C. n't, they rcact to thot, But they outsrow
tLis, d ther orce mony Y uths in tho Africon Hovionod
Consress, in thc councry in South Africaj well clondestinely
and every. herce elsce W@ have cOmc to cccept thot in Tho
definition of tlic cnemy, but this cucstion of racc DeZ1s
to disappear becausc 1n ractice thuse are  your comradces
in arms, they fizas - ith you, they arc 0pl0O aed o tho
cnemy .nd tlicrefore tuoy orc not your cneiics Dy reason of
colour, thcy arc your cCOomrauise

So in South Africa, Tac v.uth start.d tiuis woy cnd we
accepted that they hed to stort somewacrcCe. I mean we werc

not thecre to tell them what it is =211 about, becouse wWe

fmed

5% L0

C
©

were banncde But they hive come Tos-lonrn, tacy

to unCerst nd the fo.ct of the necd for tie mnity ol Lo

ooapressed dnG ting exploiteds It's still n~ ot of the South
Africon realitye I meon tae Blacks are still LXFIUQU&gtﬂLy
arc not part of Souta ‘fricc. The lond hos been Lo ken 270y
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struggle has manifested a shift towards what are

'called ‘soft targets’. The general preference for

sabotage in the past is going to come under very
| sérious review’, he said.
' But the ANC said in an official statement
from Lusaka last week that whatever military
escalation took place, ANC attacks would not
be ‘specifically directed at any civilians’. He
expected that guerrillas would in future also
‘combine armed struggle with political mass
actions. We think the two belong together’.

SOUTHERN AFRICA

PLANNING FOR
A PEOPLE’S WAR

Howard Barrell interviews
the ANC’s Oliver Tambo (right)

—

Harare
WHEN AFRICAN National Congress
President Oliver Tambo repeated the slogan a
third time, the 500 exiled South African ANC
members packing the small hall in central
Lusaka could be forgiven for fearing that they
were to be subjected to a stream of rhetoric.
‘La-lu-ta con-ti-nua’ shouted Tambo yet
again, dragging out each syllable. ‘Continua’,
responded the faithful, fists in the air.
He, like the Blacks and the few whites of all
ages sweating and singing in Lusaka’s muggy

summer heat a fortnight ago to celebrate the

ANC’s anniversary had to accept the fact that
they and their forebears had struggled for 73
years and were still some way short of victory.
Tambo told them as much. Indeed, as Tambo’s
former legal partner, the jailed ANC leader
Nelson Mandela, once put it, the road to South
African freedom is ‘no easy walk’.

One hopeful sign is the rising number of
white South African journalists, academics and
businessmen now either calling for talks
between the government and the ANC, or
making pilgrimages to the ANC external
mission headquarters — down an obscure,
littered alley in central Lusaka. One of
President P.W. Botha’s own MPs, Wynand
Malan, is now among those calling publicly for
talks with the ANC. He is from a new breed of
Afrikaner nationalist, known as a oorbeligte —
that is, one of the ‘over-illuminated’.

Tambo told me in an interview in Lusaka that
he sees this snowballing white response arising
out of the realisation that ‘the Botha
government is fast running out of options’. The
government’s new constitution has failed
miserably to attract black support. Far from the
ANC being crushed by last year’s Nkomati
accord between the Botha government and
Frelimo in Mozambique — the opposite has
happened. Government attempts to keep the
rapidly growing black union movement out of
politics had failed. Late last year, South Africa
witnessed unrest in black townships which Law
and Order Minister Louis Le Grange
characterised as more serious that the Soweto
uprising of 1976. Apartheid’s inequalities and
the insatiable demands of ‘security’ were major
causes of the country’s worst economic crisis in
35 years.

‘So, for the regime, things are getting out of
nand, and the ANC remains intact. That is
hasically why these white voices have arisen’,
réié Tambeo.

JPTIMISM IS A REQUIREMENT of 73
vears in the field. And Tambo does not lack it —
‘hought this soft-spoken and thoughtful lawyer
s not given to the normal extravagance of most
evolutionary rhetoric. He does not doubt that
hose surrounding Botha (for whom the vision
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‘Botha is fast ru:;ing out ofotlons'

of South Africa’s future is visible only down
gun sights) will soon seek to reassert themselves
— to halt this (premature) ‘talk about talks’ with
the ANC.

Tambo rejected press reports that there had
already been talks between the ANC and the
South African government late last year. There
had been no such talks, negotiations, contacts of
any kind, he said. He laid down two broad
conditions under which talks might occur: one,
that Botha agree to negotiate over the
‘modalities of putting an end to the system of
apatheid’ with the goal of a ‘united democratic
and non-racial South Africa’: two, that the ANC
get a clear “‘mandate’ from its supporters inside
the country to enter such talks.

The ANC, Tambo said, is now in the midst of
preparations for a major consultative
conference this year — the first since 1969. The
dates and location are being kept secret in order
to avoid a South African raid. Between 100 and
200 delegates are likely to attend. The major
focus will fall on military strategy and the need
to extend the ANC’s underground activity
inside South Africa, said Tambo.

Following the anti-ANC security pacts
signed by the Botha government with
Mozambique and Swaziland, the ANC must
develop methods of sustaining and expanding
political and guerrilla activity inside South

Africa which depend to a lesser extent on transit -

through, and support from, neighbouring
countries.

Tambo is confident that it can be done. ‘We
have never proceeded on the basis that we are
going to rely on the ability of neighbouring
states to support our struggle — invaluable as
that support is. Armed struggle is coming on
within South Africa. There is a lull now, but it
1s a short lull relatively. That is because
arrangements are being made, organisation is
taking place. And it is all going to develop
within South Africa’, said Tambeo.

TAMBO INDICATED that guerrillas in the
ANC’s military wing, Umkhonto We Sizwe
(Spear of the Nation), may not be required to
exercise quite so much caution in future to
avoid inflicting casualties on civilians. ‘Over the

past 23 years armed struggle has consisted
largely of attacking .economic and similar

targets — of sabotage. Now and again, the
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He was unhappy with the way the ANC
underground had been operating inside the
country. ‘We certainly don’t think it has been
working well’. He hoped that the conference
would promote to more senior positions some
of the thousands of young black men and
women who have joined the ANC since the
1976 Soweto uprising. He came out clearly in
favour of opening the ranks of the ANC’s top
administrative body — the national executive
committee — to non-Africans for the first time.
The conference would ‘test opinion’ on this
1ssue.

Until now, a small though significant number
of whites, Coloureds and Indians have served
on other top ANC bodies with Africans —
occasionally authorised to take decisions in the
name of the executive. ‘But we cannot mark
time when we have grown to be the embryo of a
future non-racial South Africa. We must move
forward and reflect in our structures the kind of
South Africa that we say we envisage’, said
Tambo. He thought it likely that the conference
would endorse the political strategy set out at
the last consultative meeting,in Tanzania in
1969. This is based on the forging of political
unity between all sections and classes of the
black population (together with South Africa’s
few ‘progressive whites’) in a national liberation
struggle in which a primary position is assigned
to the black working class and its interests.

Left-wing pressure at the conference for
greater emphasis on the role of the black
working class could cause problems. The issue
has been thrust to the fore in South Africa,
where some of the major black unions have
indicated a preference for ‘non-involvement’
with multi-class political groups. These
‘independent worker’ unions did, however,
combine with multi-class organisations in a
two-day general strike in the Transvaal last
November, which brought South Africa’s
economic heartland to a virtual standstill.

But Tambo expected ‘no problems’ on this
score. He pointed to the two-day strike as
evidence of a ‘very substantial shift on the part
of the workers towards the acceptance of the
view that they must be part of the popular mass
struggle.

‘I think the conference will (decide) that the
ANC must take steps to help in the organisation
and mobilisation of the workers, not just in the
cities but also among the unemployed and the
farmworkers as part of the national liberation
effort.’

What Tambo terms ‘popular mass struggle’ is
one area where the ANC appears well pleased.
He estimated — probably realistically — that
the considerable amount of organisation inside

the country over the past two years mobilising
Blacks against the new constitution meant
about ‘two million’ people were now involved
in the struggle against apartheid in a reasonably
active way. . L

‘NewStatesman 25 January 1985

——— = — L L p — — o




