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3 TAMBO— PRESID' i
AN INTERVIEW WIDH COMRADE OLIVE

PH AFRICAM

OF THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS OF SOU

Interviewer:
\

This evening we are with Comrade Oliver Tambo,

- ongress of South Africa.

on this occassi

a1 Congress is active

President of

the African National C

Could you tell us Cemrade Tambo,

extend you feel that the African Uetion

inside South Africa today?

on, to what 
Comrade 0 QR.

S indeed consistently active,

ble to report fully on 4

been obvious, because

gress is an ille—

It is very active. And i

hithough it has not always been possi

6 activities. They have not always

the African National Con

gal organisation, it's banned, and therefore can't engage

in overt political activity. But it achieves these, through

‘ rks with and hmong the

ilitant mass politi—

the youth

Ease

in Seuth Africa,

its underground network; Mhich wo

Ana there is a great deal of m

cal action in the country, involving the workers,

' ations of the people. All this is

ced by the African National Congress. In,

addition, he strategy of the African National Congress,

armed struggle. This has been our strategy since

‘ gy which was adopted by several ,

on the African continent.And in.

has been very effec-

guided, influeh

other liberation movements

the African National'Congress

considerable difficulties of

act th,t for our armed

this era,,

tive, not withstanding the

operation, arising largely from the f

struggle_to grow and develop! it is necessary to have firm

rear bases, provided by the States adjoining the country in

h the struggle is being waged.
4

South Africa. Our neighbours

hreatened by

lessness.

whic

We not quite in that position in

eak at this stage, they are t

has demonstrated its ruth

pertioiputcd in

 are comparatively w

this fascist regime, which

gs in Angola und has
by its constant bombin

fihd which has given the
ozambique;

bomuings in Zambia and M

tick ;nd kill people in Bo—

Smith regime the capacity to fit

tsxinna. 0-0/2  
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It is that kind of a r,wiio, gnd its chhrgotsr therefore has

,iue it difficult for African Independent States who would.

igrwise be providing the kind of rear bases which Tanzania,

Wszambique, Zambia end Angola had provided - Liberation

McVements. Rear bases such as those provideu 3y Guinea to

'41 G. Evidence of the activity of the African National

‘ngress in South Africa is being provided- of course very

ry recently, by a long trial of our cadres, members of

”:khonto we Sizwe,who were chayged with High Treason, and“

encei not so long agd;with one of them getting a

;“lth sentence While the others were sentenced to periods

’tending from . to 19 years. These trials are going on all“1

*‘~ time, many of them secretly. Even this one was largely

q

eeret. But there are many others going on involving our

csares. There are many of our cadres who ere active in the.

country, who are harrassing the enemy, attacking, striking.

And it is the South African regime which frequently concedes

* fact that the African National Congress has really4

ceoome a serious threat to the survival of the regime.So

that is a position as far as the activity of the African

”7tional Congress in South Africa is concerned.

”uestion:

:Oplv are of the opinion, at least some people, that South

Africa's military power is so great that it will be impo—‘

“sible for the Libergtion Movement like the African Na-

tionil Congress or even other supporters thckling (toppling)

it. -uis isnthe kind of impression people seem to be having.

Are you of the impression that the South African regime is

invincible, this invincibility theory that the South African

regime cultivates?

Comrade O.R.

 

"ot at 411. Infact any people who Ghitcrtain this view of

+Wis militdry capacity of the South African regime, Would

be the fifst to edmit thet this is only a super 1

rcssiun. Beefluse the history of liber tinn strufigles shows

#1

th t the duCiHch fiCLOF is not a militwry mi ht of tn C

LIDJK‘S‘SOI‘ 1‘ 11m; mt, Li . '
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It is the determination of the people to win their freedom.

That is something about which military strength can no very

little" JG saw this demonstrated veny dramatically in

Vietnam. I mean Vietnam is a lesson th1t will endure for al14;_fluflu

generations. After all here was the United States, hith_all

its might aimed aveinst this small people. And they won, ‘ _

they really did. And ell around the world we.see great milie

tary powers like the Shah of Irln, suddenly being over—

thrown by the people Vho were barely armed really in

comparision to the strength of the Ltrmy.It was a modern

army with most sophisticated veaaonary. But that is no

deterrent. And I think that this is simply because; when V.

once people reach a stage whfin they are dfiant of death,

:nd it doesn't matter how many of them are killed(we are.

even witnessing this in Zimbabwe), it doesn't matter at "

all. If_they are determined to Vin their freedom, they will.

And we in South Africa,must be,_ne started quite some time

ago. We have marched abreast of all liberation movements all

over the world. we have been demanding exactly the same

thing.We have prepared to die for it ande have died for

it in large numbers indeed. We have had our maasoreB-r.

And as'I say, persecution is the order of the day in South

Africa, but it is no deterrent.This trial that I've refe—

rred to, vhich suddenly beghn— a trial of people who are

alleged to be guilty of Hih Treason, is infact a trial of

people who have committed offences, if they are offences at

all, Vhieh have been committed before. For many years it has

been the same thing. But they have found that those trials

have been no deterrent. They were charged hith the Suppression

of Commfihism Act, the Terrorism Act, and all sorts of acts;_

But it hgs been no deterrent. “

And theSe trials are going on daily. Now they hQVe introducea

a new tErminology— thmt those offences obnstitute Hiqh Trea-‘

son. ‘hey are hoping that this is going to he a deteriuht.And

their own experience should tell them th t it is not going

to be a dhterrent. The might of their army is no deterrent,

it h;s been not.

.../4
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And there is‘Ohly one end result, ind it is Victory for

o...

the people.

Question:

that tho “fricafl
fficult conéitions

as the :Lereé’L - '-
s itself in as far

t South Africa is concerned. Considering the

around South Africa, cnd the'

of the South Africwn regime itself;given

ou think are the positive factors

the political

r
1

You mentioned the di

National Congress find

stru331e agains

Weak nature of the countries

aggressive nature

that weakneSs, what do y

for the African National Co

ide- South Africa itself?
ngress regard-ing

structure ins

Comrade O.R.

Again, the relative,

ing.to be done anay with,

uth Africa. Although these countries

onomic_lly meaker than South - ~

the governments and

I should say temporary weakness of the

states",- is go
by the rising tempo

of the struggle in So

and ec

peoples 0i t

tion in South Afrio

fact. It means therefore th;

recruit these

a unreservedly. This is an important

;t the time is very far awa

countries onto its

then

South Africa can hope to

liberation forbes,

imbabwe, 1hen the struggleown side, against the
V at is going to

happened in Z
happen is what

started.
against_the Smith regime

tth BotSLJna we

had only just become independent. It had no

n" .as grown with the rising tempo of tho strggule in

1nd has taken up positions, h;s even defended it-

aguinst invasion and agression by

icgn countries and

s comparatively leak. It

army. But Botswa-

ZimbabWe,

self with arms

his is what is going

ries,will rise up end suppo

810 Smith

regime. T
to happen.hfr

p10 in these count
rt tho stru—

peo

ggle because th;y do suQ ort it now. Therefore this is a

factor that ”u must tine into account, t“ t rt prbnxut they a

‘ "‘ 1" twmt‘ intru—

are relutiVuly neuk aha L_quforo t:

difficult.But ho» tLen do me proooo'

gglo is

moment we fire developing our effective sti‘ihupr P.p.cit3

.Ol/S
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This depends on uh

Within South Africa.

iround their numerous

resnonding.

that althou;h there are

the African Na—

the people
grievence «Q;

regime. And the people are

is an astounding feeling
It

legal organisatio
ns in South hfrica,-Lnd

is the one

the “fricen Netione

w ioh is illegal, yet the

1 Congress atmosphere,

, which means that the

the struggle,what—

tional Congress

support for it,

in the Whole country,

themselves to wage
is very intense

‘eople are gearing

ever difficulties exist.

Ehe fact that »e might not heve the kind of support we would

like to have from neighbours, only means th;

:e have got to mhke a lot of sacrifices. We are prepared

for this. But es a result of these sacrifices, the struggle

s going to rise; end as it rises, the sup ort, international

supjort,Afri,a
n sup ort for our struggle Mill itself

"0 end amnifes
;uite confident that

increase
80 we are

this progress of the hfric

There may be what looks like

that lull, the forces of revolution are buildinfi up. And

trend— and it '8 towards the total victory

t to thet extent

*
1
.

t itself.

an revolution is uns

a lull, but under

topable.

cover of

there is only one

against the forces of reaction, and eVen in South Africa.

' Siuth Africa

New heving said that one must warn thet wein

are fighting not just a Botha regime or the Vorster regime

“hite minority r,gime in South Africa.

before it, or just 4

Rooted in ‘he soil of South Africa are the interests of

' ' *rests, interests of

the big mestern pomers— eeonom1o inte

their global stretegy. All these center a;

th.t the South hiriein regime has a po erful ally

combined might of the imgeriglist pomers. Anthhis

is not theory, it is reelity. To such an exte

reality thet even the problems of Zimbeb 0 end Nemidie,but

mrticularly Zimbabwe, ;re iufwct cuused by imperiulism‘S

aeout South hfric . And the struggle thgt is

minst S ith

no v;liantly by the Zlmeb e people “3

' .
v V’ {1%. 1t

imperi.LiM:
‘r‘ ivvnlv

ound South Afriee,

    L

meanin;

in the ht is is

?

concern

bcinb m fipu

is e stru le in which the

is 4.» struggle to 35m 2.», stizteggic Victory 0}. tn» . wdeus

inxmgrtHALpe .foI' tie; :lu)l' ?KX§iOJK e! .intmluITliLfr
iKJW.
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Ano chat is saying. particul rly, it is su) os3ed to determine

he outcome of tho confli—ct -oi iorcos within South Africa.

Go thflt is part of our problem, Cnd it has been QLrt of the

broblom of the Zimbabwe people. The SouthHufricatn situition

18 in the interests thnt the:imperiClist have in South

Africa. So it is never going to be easy for us, but impe—

rialism is getting defeated. The just cause for which mJ

fiht, is.incre¢singly winning the support of the mhole

of Lanind, and with the people in South Africa rising

;we striking at their immediate enemy, complicwtions are

No Jto rise Ior imperialism resulting in the expulsion

of the imperialists irom our region, and the seizure of

hover by the people of Southern Africa, and their exercise.

of tth power to build a new future for the people,

igestion;

 

Comrade Tambol you mentioned the htor—rClCt1-nship

between the situation in Bouth afrioa and Zimoao e. To

Che extent that the imperiLlists are cooperCti g in Zimba—

1

ome and South Africa; so MC assume the proressives in

'_ .

imbibwe 3nd South hfrioa -lso cooperate. And my quoostio.1

1.«..CC“; is, =..th kind oi‘ C solution in Zi..1f;3C.bu.e is the;- fitting;

Lor the strugole in bouth Afriou?

gomrade 0.3.

 

The best solution for the struggle in South Africa would

ofooursc be if the Patriotic Front won a tot 1 Victory, a

victory vnioh permits of no compromises which involve

their surrender of some of their positions, th.t would have

been the best. But failing th,t best, we have great confi—

dence in the lCdorship of th_e Pitriotio Front Cnd We think

that they have demonstrated this guality of leadership

“anlilcuhblf during the stru,glo— armed Struggle— and how

flaring those negotiCtiogs in London. We are confiiont that

l.

filt’ough t‘ Niou in L¢,vily loaded -.inrt n \o?.gn, '51L;y

011311t {11* ‘: ‘ '. ,Lrul 1 tlxixlli Llww r rnI‘e 1‘u F ii] : TL 110:;ijt.iox1
J

x

in hhioh tugy 2111 be @Jlu to o2utinue chm {i ht,.ndo sure

itn t ZL QC'Jco fClls under no.0r of the poo){. of L1 ),:). u.

. I v

And if Li t 13 ”CLLUVCL,( ,nH l'iS dfigflh't «o. me up mhn

.../7



 

0f Zimbdbhe)
.

if not

mould
Prime Minister,

fi
neoolu

" *0 bc inficpcnuc
nc, gvvg

¢triotic
Front

Zimbubwe
can salu

1 ‘ 'bllc 1?

(11d JGO

 

1nucpenu

.Vo wanted, but 1f 1t cgn )e rcason¢bl
y LN

ill be faVQuruw
la to Lh¢ cvvlcpm;

nt

nt State

gut, then tn t1
frican indcpcdu

pond

of the struggle
in bouth Africa.A

n A

today— own hardly op_oa3
Lao Africgn trend, the trend in

Africa, it c;fi hardly avoid bein g d true Mud koncst

member of the Organisa
tion of African Unity ¢nd in the

Or::nisa
tion of African.

Unity ther; is unity on this

"on. Althou h there are slight devi;tia
ns, but by 5nd

'*ru';les
. nna coufit—

questl

larQC thc OAU has supL

-uught h;d r3
.

Question:

But critics would Lgy .V

'V"‘ers
reg ruin; brad;

-‘! *xort

Africa
hat v.I‘o

South Africa;
gnu b0

* fire vou

from African
countries

bui': "Go ‘ ¢ "‘ d 3er you "“1300’5'11’
10 5—1-5

 
h.s bcun g i "

'°~ iuleimU
Ql Jopitiuu

n. L_

" ‘ "¢u“h
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PFOCQMD
Jvdé ,
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T 4-1 §:»‘l,~ 1-} .,

There are oicouse 011:.1dcrs, Lhwt's LLUV, 1 111““ bdvxu

arc countries which have been carrying on surreptitiously

Qut there are .130 examples of couhtrics which, when they

discovered that there here some compahips in those

countries who more tradin; with South Africa, h@ve taken

.ction Against those oompanios.l am thinking for 0;;mple

of Nigeria. It hws taken Lotion to stop these things.I

feel th.t on the «hole, inspite of bouth Africa's claim,

the JVidchO or tug inst noes of OAU supfiort for our

strugule overrides any b1e1chus of ‘h; resolutions of thc

Organisetion of African Unity in rcgurd to trade .ith

v J“lUh. -LfriCEL.

¥pcstion:

Is it true Comrafie T;mbo, that the now govarnmqnt in the

C;ntral African Rgpublic is interested in diplomgtic tics

”1th Louth Africa, as the South African radio seem to hzve

said at the time thn David Dacko took power, or hhgt

oviCence to you have of this?

C'thahc 0.13..

Well he wus reported to th0 mice that statement.But then

he said he had been mis-reportcd pnd th. t, that :3 not

his position.That was the last I heard of it. Le :c10 of—

course Shocked that any one assuming thu pObibiJH of

lgadcrship of :1 -frican country \ould byin by annou—

ncing that they would de1y African positions on t1;

question of relations ,ith South ifrica. He thou ht this

shortly uftur th;t Ln annu.nccmunt
was incred1110, but

*.--::.s mace tlxut ho 11.11 boon misquotw‘t, thy .t that was not his

position.

Question: ,

ghcn me look wt tub situ7tiun in Zimbch u Hum 511 t h L_r l

of Anity with1n the two »ihgs U1 th; P triotic Front, w. ~

11m“ Z5131). nd Zznu, 0,1151 1,111.11 rulnftt; 1t 1,; 1.3;1, ..1 1). 1111111

in front}. 11fric.', cmu‘Jxfi. yuu 511v 1,.1 t tl:.,1‘.; 00.211: 111.

r11“ 1113 .1151 neg r11" 1211,11‘111. r).' 11 LL11 Ll‘ 1, main

0". 0/9
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tional Con;ress a

1 that the issu

o difficult
to

id the Pan

e'S thtthc.hfrica
n1N;

go far between

or do you fee

Africanist Congress,

separate these two 0rganigatio
ns are to

handle?

Comraue O.R;

you asked me at

No. m don't think that at all. You know,

amutflm
flwiifififll

kfiimfl.

if you asked any

libera—

uctivities
of

Now I think

involved in the

‘I think most

the beginning

9 in South Africa.

t orgwnisatian
s

South africa,

.d say the

" this is not a p

e—Occupati
on is

Congres

180- who
are

or which one,

an Nationa

ronlem a

the struggle

uth Africa.

one 0

tion sgrugglo in

of the people aoul
hfric

1 Congress.

From our point of Vick,

esn't arise. Our pr

just do

ih South Africa, the unity of the people in So

t unity;?eop
le are united. And they afe not

.

is not

Question at all. Therefore
it

e of the

diviaea'o

something that we see as an influence
in tho

Certainly hot in ell these years.

Southvhfric
a.

the Women Org

n the churches,
just about

workers, eve

like to none, are ell “ehlly follow

‘ ) is L0 quarell

\n e have tha

Ver this

struggle.

been a problem insiue

The youth organisatio
ns,

anisatizns,

any one you

ing the line

would

of tho “fricen National Congress.
ihcre

about this.

Now recently;
he Chief of the Locu_ity in Louth Africa,

was tglking agaifi about the African Natienil CongreSL,

which tie; do just niout everyuuy.
But he hnd re,SOh to re—

for to the PAC. And he saiu, ( it is ;ot my torus), he

rose is L spent fOTCe! Now

said °Tho Pan hfricanist
Can.

1“; the "Ci; . “11d

heshmhth
mw.

tlfisgnd
flmm a

movevnmdht
,

“‘ 1 South ifrich’l ;He knows wha

1e are 110v , lie

quite honestly,
for J

thu Held of the Security Police, the Miuieter of Police,

t?“ minister of juetioo, gll then“ judnlp h,Ve been

the “\ric.h Igti L i “infiresu,
)nu tho

'txlkihg;zi)
out

African ittion .1 Cm j 'I "

.../40  
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people who are members of the
So I would sup 080 that tho

~.ich terL are in South Africa,
Pan Africanist Con~ grass

they sue LO
this united approach. And

themselvcs accept
is quLstioning

differences at all. Nobody in_South Africa

the political linL of the African Natiohal Congfess.No one.

Infact it is creating a lot of problems "for the rLgimo.

So this question is a bit academic; for us who as I say,are

problems of running the strug le
prc—occupicd Lith thL

”hich serve t11o ends

inside South Africa ; not arrangcmcnts

of Convenience, not th t, .

If the problem'arose, 1nd I think so 0 people have beLn

it, I am sure thvt the hfrican

National COngress is mature enoufih to be able to h ndle
O

the African
th?t (_uastion. Because in the final analysis,

National Congress was an Lot of unity of the oppre

in South Africa. .0 ho.ve developud this_unity. We have

bTOU'ght in other ethnic grbups in South 1frica.fie have

encourggged white progorcssives

10 against the racist fascist

entire pLoplc—QVLry clgss. And t

vich hLvL t1111r

trying very hard to cregtu

1
SUCL

strug
rLgimo. 30 are

hcrL
uniting the

terL Lho already

ownprogrammus,
‘l or31nisations. Those pro-

thcy are lL~L

not identic. l wit‘n thc Africrn Nstinnal

pL1h ‘ chn critical

are in orruni‘“tiuuL

Congrcss. AndsomL ind.ividuals are

SUp‘ort L11 of
of our politic l linL, nut to LuUMo 49

think that terL is 1 basisfor unity; i:nst

t11c revolutinary stream £01 thLmovcrthrowal of the

th lust t is k111d 01 quLs—

gcncr l—

stream-

fascist rugimc. I don't knoy 1

tion wus raised 11th mo,but its quitu a long time outside

hora.
‘

uuLstiLn: '
W...“-

vflu ntithU insiuc thL country. Doss tIL Liistynco

NOX:

of J1xt“ scgr wiL P 1111fr1(:m ist (X11grcss !

far yuur di-plomwticctivitios
outsiuL tun countygf

.../H 
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Comrade O.R.

Net at all. No, me have not found that probmem anywhere,

any country.
not anyuherc, not in

uustion:
#‘

Now you mentioned the

e
0

 

f..;ct that thc Africsn National

Congress hns inCludvd the iifforcnt ethnic groups of

South Jfrioa. us understand from soae.rcports thgt the

Students were very vociferous during the 1976 Soweto

and since then scam to hflve

.Versus the

a rucial in their

“hitos type of

on of race in South

Movement,

minds- that is the Blzck

ou feel that thc situati

ho minds of people to

BlgckéJhitc prohlcm rathur

problem that is

gttitudo. Do y

Africa has poisoned t

are looking at it as a

t affects all races, ;

thc extgnt that

they

than a problem thw

3 proguct of the system?

Comrade O.R.

tendency manifest

are degreus in LhiCh this

the economic

itself. First of All the social structure,

'hc political structure in thc country empha—

sises this race consciousness,
Anyway, yqu can‘t gst gvay.

from it. You have to go wnd live in Soweto, nut so MWhMTO,

else, cecause yvu are black. All sorts bf things hgpp¢n

n‘yuu are Black,

Hell there

structure,

so y u naturhlly are

In the struggle, the Black p003lc, Lay

he Africans who are a the bottom of tho rung r041 y, are

ahong thCmSUlVCS by tho fist that they are the most

.t is a fact,

to you bccauu

conscious of it. 
united

eXploitod.An
d tht

them as an entity.‘Thun yhu hgvu

:hat me call thu COlOUTuQ Puoplo,

art also Bl cks. hnd thhru is @-

dna it tends to gulvanisc

dificrcnt lchlS.

trcn you have got

Indian pooplv. But thhy

whole structure that dividvs thc sooiuty in tho country

PK ‘1LcKN "r

t; tt: ’hitn .nd Black. 30 to thgt hxyvgx vflv

.Lu

unitud.
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But at ths higher luvcls of the strugglL :th you aru now

actively engqgcd,(1nd t.1is is the import.nt thing; yuu are

'politicully LH”38LU,11hting) y»u h:;vc to deterine th

your enemy is. It's a starting point.\\hat is your ODjCCCiVG

and who is thc cncmy thgt prLVLntL you from cchieveants

-of thit objectivc?NGW it is in the definition of thL Lnumy

that tho AfriCLIn Nati,na1 Congress finLLS all these to be

allies rogxrdlcss of r. cc. But young peugolL in their crly

dars see the immediate ehcmvg tho m1n ho kickod them in

the street, and Lho v.as white, the man Lho says make tea

for me and ywuczn‘t, they react to thzt. But thcv outgrow

this, :nd t}n are nmny Youths in tho AfriC“.n Hation:1

Congress, in the country in South Africa; '..011 clandestinely

and eVLry.hcro else. fie have come to accept tth in thc

definition of the enemy, but this question of race begins

to disappear becauSL in practice thssc are your conuands

in arms, they fith .ith you, they :ro 0'9x),:;ed to the

enemy 1nd therefore they are not your cnopics by reason of

colour, hey are your comrades.

So in Sbuth Afirica, the y uth startd this way gnu me

accepted that they hLd to Sttort somewhere. I msan we yore

not there to tell them what it is all aoout, bee use me

Were banned, But they have come to luarn, thsy Live csme

to undorst.nd the fdct Of the need fur ths unity 01 Liv

oijprossed End thL prluitLd. It"s still psyt of the South

African reality. I mean the Blacks ars still exclude,thcy

are not part of South Africu. The land has boon t kLn 3 3y

from thLm. ThLy arc forsignors in that country. Thsy have

got a Céusc Ln;t binds tLLm Luguthsr as a furcL “Ld 1L

ours LlVL13 httxch 3 lat 0f import ncc to this unity.

But it is not a unity thht is r List in its ch r LtLr, it is

political. It relates to co sitcrati 53 of StIUfifith in

fighting thu Lnumy. So this pr0)1Lm is disaggL ‘x

inCI‘L'?Sing numbul‘ of .AiLi'LL‘L' Jl'b (1);» usixl" LLiij . . TCVL‘n

SOUL Of LnLir S lkiLrS arc dsSftih , HQ LWJV Ari L—d .ti—

fying [:errmclVLL‘; iLh Lin,- 9:):3'1 tints 111' 1;» LLEEC.
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the youth as much 8 it is
And this is influencing

dtmmmmmm'mscmm
mw.

influencing the general tron

Question:

Comrade Tambo, the elements of the

seem to have

economic reasons,h

economic standpoint; h;

society in South Afric;

White establishment

th¢t due to

partheid is illogical, this is from the

t the inclusion of the “lack

realised at'this lite stag»,

into the Lhite main strcam, may

not be tth bad aftgr ill. Now when they mskc a docisinn

like this and this is somsthing which we keep he iing in x

the press about, Go y)u fool thst it coula hoodwink such

Black population,to get a feeling that
elements of the

a better desl and hdencc
the are ettinv

no.nosd for a

~.)

revolution?

Comrade O.R,

Well that's rather an important poin some circles

of South African opiniin haVQ always arguu'

of economics will destroy apartheid and thorsfore, -;a mare

they invest in South Africa, just developing the economy,

apartheid disappear. ”Therefore that is

all this urmcd struggle and

the laws

the sooner will

really all thfit me nnod to do,

other things are not necessary. Just leave it to

that's part of the story-economic nece-

scun the South .‘1friaan

“hs dstunte diiloguc in

problem by ore tin;

of economiosfi-WEl
l

szOVOI'IlmuilJG
CLO .3,

the early '70's

LL34 I‘-

ssity.And mu hLVu

number of things liku

the economic
It wa trying to sol s

kets, consumer markets in Airéioa. And l;:ving a vast pdpu—

lation in South Africa WmiCh was not a consumer m Tkut,

at all. Because inordur for them to bsooau consumsr market,

thuy hid to break GORE aparthsid b rrisrs s' :s incruasc

their v rning capacity.

iiixsili1152;1'u)‘ iL, t tllu rifgiuzo 1L; guttug

forcss of progress,
but ant is hh

uxtsrn‘l ind iutsgnal.

encirclsd by thy

.../14
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It's gottiHQ encircled, it's under grugt prcs-surs, it's

 

f0cling Wuk. And this is 9 procuSs. They're feeling wuaker

and weaker ;nd=tnc tide is rising 1;;inst it And they gcgin

to see an end to thumselvos not just to :parthuid.Thorc—

fore, thcy hgvc hqd to adopt new tacties to rucruit frum

the revulutionLry forces, from tho oppresst, from tho

cxgloitew, to pro—empt them, to 51VOathem a stake in the

system— so thdt they can QCfugd it; t; build mhgt they

have ansr had in ‘ho history of tho country—a Black

bocurgoosio- to crcntc this as Q buffer between the

rcvolution1ry uorking class, the rsvolutiongry forces of

1100ration And the rvjiue itself; 1nd 'huchorc to make

this their ally. Now in a numucr of t ings they are doing

this.And it has nothing to do .ith economics. It's not

pressure of economics at all. The economics, the exploiters,

and others ofcourse, bencfit from his in a may, because

they are short of skilled labourer, and so on.And ultim1—

tely w ;t the cgpitalists want is profits 1nd if tug Black

man is willing; to be Expl.1i'ted, 1:011 hc .111 uxplfit him.

But otherwise it dossn't really care for éoluur, ih the

fins1 analysis. So they arg b0nufing.But thu main moti—

VAtion here is the political survial of xhite minority

rule, the survivrl of t11u expl)itativo c;pit list system,

survival of apartheid itself. And thsy arc doing tais in

a number of fields— economically, politically, they cru

rusting these Bantust‘ns And giving individual Chiufs

power, greater po1ur th n thuy hgd as traditional Chiefs.
1

Now they can surrounfl ”humSCquS 11th cabinuts :1u p r111—

mcnts, Thty are recruiting for their army $iCh has bcun
1

flboo in Soutli fric.:, er decades, for nqwrly hundrsu

years, they i1uld anur allom a Black mum to handlu

wcs on lot along be part of the Louth African DuprCu Forec.

No matter 1hwt LOTS tLQy Mcyu filhtin . But thw prgssuru of

x

tile 'br119L. siJrLuj“J-Q 11 x3 (tnravn;l]_u1' if 111 t=1 1\ C11111; t11 .1:

psoplc Md Lot tuir to fight i; H Y 101 »f tns at .x

“
drive 8. So it's a w 011 qcrttcrn 01 th; victimisation Ms it

thrU, of tLu South trio n situLtion/ .nv GA t is its

' I

chfirxcttr,.nd usury arc munurmns jL1L ”'1? 01 th: .

ooo/r)
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Ouvnbion:
.M

This is the trend as -e Were saying. Now is ‘his hon you

“*t?

Yes. This is what is happening. They are doing this on a

tegy. There is even this ts

tion of Southern African States. This is

aimed agaifist the fifrio n revolution, against the libera—

status snd

:nfl osp—

“ of a constella-
2.3.

grand stra another strategy

It‘s an attembt to invite min?
A.

J

tom of cxploitLtion
-_1

y faf from the struggle of axe
tion movement.

cmbroiéer them in tho Mholc sys

rcssion and got thsm to st;

the struggle of libe

which is supjorted

ritiun in South Africa.

oppressea, by tse Vostcna

It is a grand strmtegy

pOLQrs mlthough they would not say so bucause it 18

b‘?°t now. But tiny are 'Jchixfl

perths ingoliticsl to 33 “

it Very much.

OOOOOOOD
OOOIOO«

00.0.00.
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SOUTHERN AFRICA

PLANNINGFOR
A PEOPLE’S WAR

Howard Barrel] interviews
the ANC’s Oliver Tambo (right)

   

 

   

   
   

  
   

  

   
  
  
  
  
  

   

  
   

  

  

  

  
  
  
   

  

  

    

   
  

  
  
  
   

  
  
  
   

   

 

  
  
  

  

    

 

  

   

  

Harare
WHEN AFRICAN National Congress
President Oliver Tambo repeated the slogan a
third time, the 500 exiled South African ANC
members packing the small hall in central
Lusaka could be forgiven for fearing that they
were to be subjected to a stream of rhetoric.

‘La-lu-ta con-ti-nua’ shouted Tambo yet
again, dragging out each syllable. ‘Continua’,
responded the faithful, fists in the air.
He, like the Blacks and the few whites of all

ages sweating and singing in Lusaka’s muggy
summer heat a fortnight ago to celebrate the '
ANC’s anniversary had to accept the fact that
they and their forebears had struggled for 73
years and were still some way short of victory.
Tambo told them as much. Indeed, as Tambo’s
former legal partner, the jailed ANC leader
Nelson Mandela, once put it, the road to South
African freedom is ‘no easy walk’.
One hopeful sign is the rising number of

white South African journalists, academics and
businessmen now either calling for talks
between the government and the ANC, or
making pilgrimages to the ANC external
mission headquarters — down an obscure,
littered alley in central Lusaka. One of
President ?.W. Botha’s own MP5, Wynand
Malan, is now among those calling publicly for
talks with the ANC. He is from a new breed of
Afrikaner nationalist, known as a aorbeligte —
that is, one of the ‘over-illuminated’.
Tambo told me in an interview in Lusaka that

he sees this snowballing white response arising
out of the realisation that ‘the Botha
government is fast running out ofoptions’. The
government’s new constitution has failed
miserably to attract black support. Far from the
ANC being crushed by last year’s Nkomati
accord between the Botha government and
Frelimo in Mozambique — the opposite has
happened. Government attempts to keep the
rapidly growing black union movement out of
politics had failed. Late last year, South Africa
witnessed unrest in black townships which Law
and Order Minister Louis Le Grange
characterised as more serious that the Soweto
uprising of 1976. Apartheid’s inequalities and
the insatiable demands of‘security’ were major
causes ofthe country’s worst economic crisis in
’35 years.

‘So, for the regime, things are getting out of
'tand, and the ANC remains intact. That is
:iesically why these white voices have arisen’,
raid, Tambo.

’,)PTIMISM IS A REQUIREMENT of 73
"ears in the field. And Tambo does not lack it —
thought this soft-spoken and thoughtful lawyer
s not given to the normal extravagance ofmost
explutionary rhetoric. He does not doubt that
hese surrounding Botha (for whom the vision

.“ .45“; .
‘Botha is fast running out of optiona'

of South Africa’s future is visible only down
gun sights) will soon seek to reassert themselves
— to halt this (premature) ‘talk about talks' with
the ANC.
Tambo rejected press reports that there had

already been talks between the ANC and the
South African government late last year. There
had been no such talks, negotiations, contacts of
any kind, he said. He laid down two broad
Eonditions under which talks might occur: one,
that Botha agree to negotiate over the
‘modalities of putting an end to the system of
apatheid’ with the goal ofa ‘united democratic
and non-racial South Africa’: two, that theANC
get a clear ‘mandate' from its supporters inside
the country to enter such talks.
The ANC, Tambo said, is now in the midst of

preparations for a major consultative
conference this year — the first since 1969. The
dates and location are being kept secret in order
to avoid a South African raid. Between 100 and
200 delegates are likely to attend. The major
focus will fall on military strategy and the need
to extend the ANC’s underground activity
inside South Africa, said Tambo.
Following the anti-ANC security pacts

signed by the Botha government with
Mozambique and Swaziland, the ANC must
develop methods of sustaining and expanding
political and guerrilla activity inside South
Africa which depend to a lesser extent on transit
through, and support from, neighbouring
countries.
Tambo is confident that it can be done. ‘We

have never proceeded on the basis that we are
going to rely on the ability of neighbouring
states to support our struggle — invaluable as
that support is. Armed struggle is coming on
within South Africa. There is a lull now, but it
is a short lull relatively. That is because
arrangements are being made, organisation is
taking place. And it is all going to develop
within South Africa’, said Tambo.

TAMBO INDICATED that guerrillas in the
ANC’s military wing, Umlzhonto We Sizwe
(Spear of the Nation), may not be required to
exercise quite so much caution in future to
avoid inflicting casualties on civilians. “Over the
past 23 years armed struggle has consisted
largely of attacking .economic and similar
targets — of sabotage. Now and again, the
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etruggle has manifested a shift towards what are
'realled ‘soft targets’. The general preference for
Mbotage in the past is going to come under very
serious review’, he said.
But the ANC said in an official statement

from Lusaka last week that whatever military
escalation took place, ANC attacks would not
be ‘speeifically directed at any civilians’. He
expected that guerrillas would in fiiture also
‘combine armed struggle with political mass
actions. We think the two belong together’.

? He was unhappy with the way the ANC
underground had been operating inside the
country. ‘We certainly don’t think it has been
working well’. He hoped that the conference
would promote to more senior positions some
of the thousands of young black men and
women who have joined the ANC since the
1976 Soweto uprising. He came out clearly in
favour of opening the ranks of the ANC’s top
administrative body — the national executive
committee — to non-Africans for the first time.
The conference would ‘test opinion’ on this
issue.
Until now, a small though significant number

of whites, Coloureds and Indians have served
on other top ANC bodies with Africans —
occasionally authorised to take decisions in the
name of the executive. ‘But we cannot mark
time when we have grown to be the embryo ofa
future non-racial South Africa. We must move
forward and reflect in our structures the kind of
South Africa that we say we envisage’, said
Tambo. He thought it likely that the conference
would endorse the political strategy set out at
the last consultative meeting.\in Tanzania in
1969. This is based on the forging of political
unity between all sections and classes of the
black population (together with South Africa’s
few ‘progressive whites’) in a national liberation
struggle in which a primary position is assigned
to the black working class and its interests.
Left-wing pressure at the conference for

greater emphasis on the role of the black
working class could cause problems. The issue
has been thrust to the fore in South Africa,
where some of the major black unions have
indicated a preference for ‘non-involvement‘
with multi-class political groups. These
“independent worker’ unions did, however,
combine with multi-class organisations in a
two—day general strike in the Transvaal last
November, which brought South Africa’s
economic heartland to a virtual standstill.
But Tambo expected ‘no problems’ on this

score. He pointed to the two-day strike as
evidence of a ‘very substantial shift on the part
of the workers towards the acceptance of the
view that they must be part ofthe popular mass
struggle.

‘I think the conference will (decide) that the
ANC must take steps to help in the organisation
and mobilisation of the workers, not just in the
cities but also among the unemployed and the
farmworkers as part of the national liberation
efl‘ort.’
What Tambo terms ‘popular mass struggle’ is

one area where the ANC appears well pleased.
He estimated — probably realistically — that
the considerable amount of organisation inside
the country over the past two years mobilising
Blacks against the new constitution meant
about ‘two million’ people were now involved
in the struggle against apartheid in a reasonably
active way. 0 U
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