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VORSTER’S AFRICA —
Friendship and F rustration
Al J. Venter

\

One of the most difficult tasks facing any
writer covering the Southern African scenario
during these unstable times 1s keeping pace
R R - RO SR o T W with developments. Thus writing Vorster's Africa
B R o h R Y R _ Friendship and Frustration was certainly one of
SO0 N ONEEE Y R | Venter's most agonizing tasks in recent

years.
During the writing, which covered several

months, there were big changes in policy by
several governments in the sub-continent, not
least in South Africa itself. South West Africa, it
was declared by Mr Vorster, would be _
independent by the end of 1978 and, following
the visit by Dr Henry Kissinger, Rhodesia chose
a road out of the 11-year impasse which
followed UDI in November, 19g65. On several
occasions he was obliged to re-write entire
chapters; the Soweto disturbances did not make
matters any easler. |

Barring major developments in the .
immediate future, the picture presented in this
work should hold for some time to come. No
matter what Ian Smith, Vorster, Kissinger,
Robert Mugabe or any of the other Rhodesian
participants might say or do, the war in
Rhodesia is likely to go on, and, in all
probability, intensify during 1977.

The same equation holds for South West
Africa, with Cuban and MPLA forces providing
solid military support for Swapo’s radical
military wing.

This book was written with most of these
facets in mind. While Venter does not s 3
concentrate on conditions in South Africa he

e e e

T

has dealt largely with cross-border issues which o v
have had relevance to conditions in South G I N :: =3
Africa over the past year or more. PR S e X
~In this he presents a fascinating picture of e (vt .'-"'b,..“"'fh; ;
developments which are likely to mould policy g as 43
| %%

in Southern Atrica in the immediate future.
This book 1s a must tor anyone concerned with
the future of the Sub-Continent.
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- AL VENTER isregarded by many asa
specialist in African affairs. He has spent the |
past decade reporting on political and military
developments in Africa. During this time he has
visited practically every corner and country in
this troubled continent as correspondent for
the London Daily Express and § unday Express,
the British Broadcasting Corporation, N.B.C..
News (New York), United Press International,
Argus Africa News Service and International

Defence Review (Geneva), amongst others. |
Apart from covering the various Portuguese F

wars, the war in Biafra and other uprisings, he
has attended sessions of the Organisation of
African Unity, and spent two months in 1971
reporting on the South West Africa case before
the World Court at The Hague.

His books have been published in Britain and
the United States - his recent one on Portu gal’s
guerrilla war in the West African territory of
Guinea-Bissau (published by the California
Institute of Technology) was described by the

prestigious American magazine Foreign Affairs
as ‘an unusually objective account’. -'
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If you would like to be kept informed of our N i g R S e D
new books, as they are about to be published, cond R e e
please let us have your name and postal |

address. We will publish, in the main, books

about the flora and fauna of South Africa, its

peoples, past and present and their way of life. g
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