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D AKAWA

ART and CRAFT PRQIECT

4- 11 Froude street, 6140 CRAHAMSTOMN, South Africa

POSTAL ADDRESS: P. O Box 733

Phone, National: 04611 29393

Fax, National: 0461 297 33

Phone International: 4-27 461 293 93

Grahanmst own 2 Nbvenber, 1993

TO WHOM | T. MAY CONCERN

we, the DAKAWA ART & CRAFT PRQIECT, hereby invite applications
for our 1994 TRAI NI NG PROGRAMVE, which will begin nid-February
1994.

Successful candi dates shoul d come from an organi sation/
institution, which has the need of the type of training we

of fer and which can commt itself to paying the fees of the
training itself (including material costs), as well as the
basi ¢ supply of equi pnent and materials needed for the trainee
on his/her return to the organisation/institution

The training is a long termtraining progranme which requires
that the trai nees have a workshop to return to and/or set up
and where they could do their final six nmonth practica

pr oj ect.

The Dakawa Project is not responsible for the trainees’
accommodation while in G ahanmstown, but wll give assistance
where it is possible.

we feel that the course we offer has a special, unique quality
in offering high class artistic and technical training to
people with art and craft skills and interests, but w thout the
formal basic education needed for training at formal art and
craft training institutions in the country.

The successful applicant shoul d have basic literacy, nuneracy
and a fair command of Engli sh.

we hope to be part of the enpowernent, upgrading and
establ i shnent of art and craft workshops through comunity
organi sations /institutions all over Southern Africa.

The training we have planned extends over a 3 year course, wth
a certificated exm nation after two and a half years. The | ast
six nmonths are spent on a final project, which can be conpl eted



either at Dakawa or at the trainee’ s organisation’ s workshop
Over and above this 3 year course, Dakawa wi |l offer advanced
courses of one or two years, which will prepare the trainee for
hi s/ her chosen prof ession

Qur ultimate aimis a training conmensurate with a University
or Techni kon qualification, for those who conmplete the ful

cour se.

On the follow ng pages you will find information relating to
the history of Dakawa, the proposed course curriculum as well
as an application form

If you are interested in our courses, please do not hesitate to
contact us for further information
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The Dakawa Art and Craft Project in G ahamstown originated as
an African National Congress (ANC) project, in the village of
Dakawa, Tanzani a, where the ANC had a refugee canp. The ai m of
this project was to provide basic and advanced artistic and
craft skills to nmenbers of the organisation, for use in the
post apartheid South Africa. The Project began in 1986 with a
Textile Printing Workshop and was hal f-way through its training
and production programe when it was decided to nove to
Grahanstown in 1991, as a result of political devel opments that
began with the un-banning of the ANC in February 1990.

At the tine when the decision was taken to nove to South
Africa, the project was about to have new buil di ngs i n Dakawa,
not only for an extended textile printing workshop, but also
for the establishment of two new workshops,i.e. for graphic art
and weavi ng. These pl ans have subsequently been successfully

i mpl enented in Grahanst own, where the project conprises three
wor kshops: textile printing, graphics and weavi ng.

The Dakawa project is funded by the Swedi sh Internationa

Devel opnent Agency (SIDA), Artists’ Against Apartheid
(Stockhol mp and ABF Gstergotland (Workers’ Educationa
Association). This follows a close historical relationship

bet ween t he Scandi navi an countries and the ANC over nany years.
The Norwegi an Foreign Aid has recently given funds for the
purchase of a building to be used for an exhibition hall, a
shop and is continuing this support by donating funds for the
adm ni strative side of the project.

As a result of many political changes in South Africa, SIDA and
the ANC agreed that the project should be converted into an

i ndependent comunity-based project, governed by a legally
constituted Trust, with the objective of providing training and
jobs through production to the people of G ahanstown and the
country as a whol e.

At the end of June 1992 thirteen trainees were enployed at the



project. They had to participate in the renovation of the old
run-down buil di ngs by cl eani ng and pai nti ng and by doi ng
carpentry together with Swedish consultants and re-|ocated Co-
ordinators fromexile. Subsequently sone training could start
in the different workshops and by the end of Septenber all the
equi prent was installed. On 17 October 1992 the project was
officially opened by walter Sisulu and handed over to an

i ndependent legally constituted Trust.

At present there are 35 trainees, aged between twenty and forty
years old, who have had no previous experience in art. Their
training is paid by SIDA with the aimthat nost of themw |
work in the project after graduation

In February 1993 a new course started as the first part of a
training programme. To this course the project also invited
out side trai nnees who paid their own fees.

At a seminar in Septenber, organised by the Curricul um

Devel opnent Project (CDP) which is based in Johannesburg, it
was resolved that a new three year course should be offered to
trai nees, which would incorporate all the necessary skills for
a graduate of Dakawa to take back to his/her organisation. A
further advanced course of one or two years woul d all ow Dakawa
to award certification approxi mately comensurate with a

t echni kon di pl ora.
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The Foundation Art Course offers basic art theoty, art and
design skills and ains to devel op individual creativity.

The techniques of all three disciplines (weaving, G aphics and
Textile Design) are taught, and trainees decide on the one in
whi ch they wish to specialise later in the year, after which a
maj or first year project in that discipline is undertaken

Cul tural studies, nmoving towards a rel evant Africa-centred
culture, are integrated into the Foundation Art Course fromthe
begi nni ng of the year

Organi sati on and nanagenent skills are introduced and
integrated into the foundation art course after a few nonths.
These include costing, sourcing materials, marketing etc.
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The speci alised discipline course work will now occupy nore
time, with a continuing care art course (an extension of the
Foundati on art course).

There will be continued cultural studies, including independent
research.



Organi sati on and nmanagenent skills will continue to be
integrated into the various disciplines.

A Teacher training conponent will be introduced in the second
year. Trainees will gain experience by teaching art-making to
children and/or adults fromthe comunity.

At the end of the first six nonths of Year IIl, there will be
an exam nati on.
In the last six nonths of Year |11, trainees are expected to

return to their organisations and set up their own project
and/ or work on existing production lines, in industry, etc, on
an apprenticeship basis. This "project work" will count
towards their final assessnent.

There is ongoi ng eval uati on throughout the courses. A fina
evaluation will be made at the end of each course and a
certificate awarded to the trainees. Dakawa intends to becone
its own accreditor, but highly qualified noderators from

respected tertiary institutions will be utilized in the
certification.
we hgpe that these and future courses will have

rel evance for the comunity and help in the devel opment and
enrichment of Southern Africa s culture.

3. ESTI MATED PROPOSED BUDGET FOR ONE "QOUTSI DE' TRAI NEE
ONE YEAR OF TRAI NI NG 5

Tuition (this is paid to Dakawa) R 5 000

Study material costs R 2 500

(any excess will be refunded to trainee)

Renuner ati on of Trai nee

to cover living costs in G ahanst own

(R500/month x 11m: R 5 500) R 5 500

Renmuneration for dependents of trainee up to

t hree dependents and own children only

(R2. 5/ day/ dependant: R75/ m dependent x 3

:R225 x 11m: R 2 275 R 2 275

Travel expenses return Grahanstown aprox. R 725

Sub total R 16 000
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(These are roughly estimted costs. Detailed costs will be
wor ked out in close co-operation with the organisation sending
the trainee, as consideration will have to be taken of their

i ndi vi dual needs.)

Equi pmrent R 10 000

Materials R 10 000

Sub total R 20 000

the organisation of the six nonths period i mediately after the
training period, i.e. the practical period of the trainee
during which tine he/she will train others and start to
produce.



Agpggggr r gN Fggg; _
TG Dakawa Art & craft Project,

P. O, Box 733,

Gr ahanst own 6140

NAME AND ADDRESS

OF ORGANI SATI ON:

PHONE: EAX:

WHI CH SPECI ALI ST DI SCI PLI NE ARE YQU | NTERESTED | N?
(VWEAVI NG , TEXTI LE PRI NTI NG OR GRAPHI C ART)
NAME OF APPL| CANT:

DATE OF Bl RTH:

MARI TAL STATUS:

CHI LDREN:

EDUCATI ONAL S TANDARD :

OTHER EDUCATI ON .’

PROFESSI ONAL EHERI ENCE :

ORGANI SATI ONAL EXPERI ENCE :

EHERI ENCE | N ART AND CRAFT:



WHAT IS YOUR . MAI N | NTEREST?

HAVE YOU MADE ANY ART OR WI WORK BEFORE?

(if so what?)

HAVE YOU MADE YOUR OAN DESI GNS?

IS SOVEONE I N YOUR FAM LY W NG ART OR CRAFT WORK?

ARE YOU ACTI VE | N ANY ORGANI SATI ON OUTSI DE SCHOCOL OR WORK?
(if so which)

VWHY DO YOU WANT TO DO AN ART AND CRAFT TRAI NI NG COURSE?



