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CURRICULUM VITAE OF THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT OF THE AFRICAN NATIONAL
CONGRESS, WALTER MAX ULYATE SISULU

Born 18.05.1912 at Engcobo, Transkei. Attended missionary
schools in the Transkei. Left school early. Thereafter self-

educated.

1928 - 1929 Worked at a dairy and in the mines. 1930's left
Transkel for Johannesburg, where he was active in Civic
Asgoclations.

1940 - Joined African National Congress.

1943/44 - Together with Oliver Tambo and Nelson Mandela became
founder member of the ANC Youth League.

1944 - Marries Albertina Nontsikelelo Sisulu.
1946 = elected to the Executive of the ANC in the Transvaal

1949 - Elected Secretary = General, member of the National
Executive Committee of the ANC.

1952 - Led the Defiance campaign Against Unjust Lawe, arrested

for participation.

1955 - Participated in the Congress of the people, which adepted
the Freedom Charter.

1956 - Arrested, with 155 other National Leaders for organising
the Congress of the People. Charged with High Treason.

1960 -~ All éccused, including Mr. S8isulu, acquitted and
gischarged. ANC and other democratic organisations declared
llegal.

1960 = 1963 Active in the underground, joins Umkhonto We Sizwe
the Military Wing of the ANC.

1963 - Arrested at Rivonia = the underground headquarters of the
Liberation Movement.

1964 - Together with Nelson Mandela, Govan Mbeki and others,
sentenced to life imprisonment on Robben Island.

1982 - Transferred from Robben Island to Pollsmoor Prison in the
Cape.

‘1989, October:- released unconditionally after 26 years in
prison. :




1990 = After the unbanning of the ANC appointed Internal Leader
of the organisation, charged with the responsibility ' of
rebuilding the ANC as a legal, mass - based organisation.

1991, July - At the first national conference of the ANC in more
than 30 years - elected Deputy President of the ANC.




WALTER MAX ULYATE SISULU
DEPUTY PRESIDENT

AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

The story of Walter Sisulu, and the entire Sisulu family, is
one of imprisonment, persecution, exile-and suffering. However,
it also is one of strong familial love, of determination to
overcome apartheid and of personal and political triumph. Walter
sisulu’s rise from a poor peasant in the Encobo area of the
Transkei to become Deputy President of the African National
Conference is a tribute to the human spirit and to the struggle
for justice and democracy in South Africa.

Walter Sisulu was born in 1912 in Encobo to a peasant
family. He left school at the age of fifteen to find employment
to help support his family and moved to Johannesburg where he
first worked in a dairy. He held several other labourial jobs in
Bast London and Johannesburg over the ensuing years while
becoming increasingly involved in union and political activities.
These activities led to Mr. Sisulu’s being branded early on as a
"troublemaker? by employers and the authorities and these
activities led to his Jjoining the ANC in 1940. Mr. Sisulu’s
organizational talents, and his militant politics, earned him
first the position of treasurer of the ANC Youth League and
iater, in 1949, Secretary-General of the ANC,

In 1950, Mr. Sisulu became co-chairman of the coordinating
committee bringing together the ANC with the Indian Congress and
the Communist Party. He spearheaded the organization of the
Defiance Campaign in the early 1950’s and was detained, arrested,
banned and finally imprisoned in 1952 under the Suppression of
Communism Act along with Nelson Mandela and others. Up until this
time Mr. Sisulu’s political philosophy was one of racially
exclusive nationalism; he was ardently anti-white., However,
following a visit to the USSR in 1953 where he was repelled by
the authoritarianism of the Stalinist regime his views mellowed
and he returned to South Africa more interested in creating a
multi-racial Congress alliance. Mr. Sisulu played a leading role
in organising the 1955 Congress of the People but was unable to
attend as he had been forced to resign from the ANC in mid-1954
because of the tightening of his banning orders.

Mr. Sisulu secretly continued to work for the ANC and was
one of 156 people arrested for high treason in 1956 and
subsequently acquitted in 1961. puring the 1960 State of
Emergency, Mr. Sisulu was detained for several months and
following the banning of the ANC and the PAC he was placed under
house arrest. From 1961 to 1963, Mr. Sisulu was arrested on




numerous occasions for his support of the ANC until he finally
went underground to join Umkhonto we gizwe. On July 11, 1963 Mr.
Sisulu along with Nelson Mandela, Ahmed Kathrada, Govan Mbeki and
others were arrested at the ANC’s secret headquarters at
Lilliesleaf Farm. Those arrested were charged at the Rivonia
trial and Mr. Sisulu was sentenced to life imprisonment on June
12, 1984 for planning acts of political sabotage. Walter Sisulu
was incarcerated on Robben Island until 1982 when, along with
Nelson Mandela, he was moved to Pollsmoor Prison. On October 15,
1989 Mr., Sisulu and six of his collegues along with one PAC
member were released from prison.

The prisoner releases in 1989 were followed by the unbanning
of the ANC on February 2, 1990 and the release of Nelson Mandela
one week later. Mr. Sisulu subseqguently met with the external
wing of the ANC in Lusaka and was asked to assume the position of
Internal Leader of the ANC. This involved re-esgtablishing ANC
structures within the country and preparing for a national
consultative conference in December 1990. Mr. Sisulu was a member
of the ANC delegation which met with the government in May 1990
at Groote Schuur and was involved in numerous other meetings with
the Government. :




WALTER SISULU

walter Sisulu was born on May 18, 1912. Porced to leave
school at an early age he hecame a gold miner and later went to
work in a bakery where he was #ired for attempting to organize¢ a

union.,

Ha rose to prominence in the ANC in the 1940s, becoming
first Treasurer of the ANC Youth League and, in 1949, the first
full time General gecretary of the ANC.

Along with Nelson Mandela, Sisulu was ong of the architects
of the ANC's Defiance of tUnjust Laws ¢campaign, launched in 1952,
This lead to & serigs of arrests and banning orders which saw him

arrested as many as six times in one year.

In 1961 Sisulu heipad launch the ANC's military arm,
Umkhonto We Sizwe, gerving as its Political Commissioner and
helping to sat up regional commands.

tn June 1964 sisulu, along with Nelson Mandela, was convick- .
ed of treason, sentenced to life imprisonment, and sent to South
Africa's notorious Robben ,Island prison.

n October 1989, sisulu.immediately

Released after 25 years &

plunged back into the struggle. He has been a key figurse in re-

organizing the ANC inside South Africa and presently serves as
X~ the ANC Deputy ceneral Secrstar r with responsibility for the
;Jorgan zation's day to day operations.
He married Albertina Sisulu in 1944. They have three sons
and two daughters.

1991: Elected Deputy President of the ANC

% CmuLd ReAd! PRESNTY fRues AC HEAD oF THE INTERIM INTERWAL
LeADERCHIP Core OF THE ANC wimW RESPONSIBILITY -- -~




308 < Walter Max Ulyare Sisuiu

4. Daily News, 15 Junc 1982,
3. The Star, 8 August 1983.
6. Rand Daily Mail, 8 Auguss 1983,
. Rand Daily Mail, 25 Febriary 1984,
g. ls):fly Nows, 26 February 1934,
. South Alftican Institute of Race Relations, Surve Race Re i
Afvica, 1985, 1987188 and 1 988189, Joh:nmsbzlg l9‘B6,Ri 9’;;{0{‘;3';50“”'

WALTER MAX ULYATE SISULU

Secretary General, African
National Congress, 1949.
Member of joint planning
council of Deflance Campaigsi,
1952.

Head of the interini internal
leadership core, African
Nationai Congress, 1990.

Deputy President, ANC
1991 :

-Born into a peasant family in 1912 in the Encobo area of the Transkei,

Walter Sisubu was raised by his mother and his uncle, who was aheadman,

He attended am Anglican missionary institute, but keft in Standard Four

at ilie age of 15, when his uncle dicd and he was forced to find employ-
ment jo a Johannesbueg daicy 10 help support his family. :

Sisutn. was of mixed ancestry and his light appeacance set him apart
from his peers. He was conscious of this and resented bis family's
deferential attitude to whites,

He retumed home and underwent traditional Xhosa initiation rites,
retuming to Johannesburg in 1929 where he obtained work ina gold mine,
He then moved to East London, was employed s a domestic waorker, and
bricfly came Into contact with Clements Kadalic's Industrial and Corn-
mercial Workers® Union.

Sisulu moved back to Johannesburg with his mother and sister in the
casly 1930s, and was employed in 2 number oft factorics. He studicd
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privately and took part in cubtural groups, including the Orlando Brotherly
Saciety, a Xhosa organisation which pr dan Interestin ribal history
and encouraged ic independence from whites.

In 1940, while working in a bakery, Sisulu was fired for his role in
organising a strike for higher wages. Continually clashing with various
other employers, he established a real estate agency, but this closed down
after two years.

In 1940 Walter Slsulu joined the African National Congress (ANC) and
later became treasurer of the ANC Youth League, adopting a militzantand
anti-white stand. During the war he campaigned agalns} Africans joining
the army, and became one of the ANC acilvists pressing for the adoption
of a more radical form of nationalism within the organisation.

During this period Sisulu bad his first cJash with police when be was
imprisoned afies a scuffle on atrain with a while ticket collector who had
condiscated nn Afiican child’s season ticket. g

In 1946, at the time of the Afiican mincworkers’ siike, he tried 1o
organise a general strike in support of the stikers’ demands. He continued
his wosk for the ANC, boconiing a member of its Transvaal executive. In
Deccmber 1949 he was instrumental in the ANC’s acceptance of the
Youth League’s programime of action, and at the same conference was
clected sccretary-genceral, defeatig Dan Tloome, the candidate of the
ANC’s lelt wing. : P .

In 1950 ihe ANC, together with the Indian Congress and the Cominun-
ist Party, formed a co-ordinating commiltee, and Sisulu and Yusuf Cacha-
lia wece appointed joint sec jcs. Their first move was to call for a

_national work sloppage ot 26 June 1950 10 protest against the race laws.

James Moroka, ANC president at the time, lived In the Free State and
was isolated from the day-10-day running of the orgapisation in the
Transvaal. As a result Sisulu had o 1ake over many of Moraka's leader-
ship functions. He scrved on the joint planning council for the Defiance
Campaign, led a group of passive resisters, and was arrested and im-
prisoned for a brief period before being banned vnder the Suppression of
Communism Act,

In December 1952 Sisulu, Mandcla, Moroka and others were tsicd

“under the Suppsession, of Communism Act for their leadership of the

Defiance Campaign. All 20 accuscd werte sentenced to ninc months’
imprisonment with hard labour, suspended for two years. X
Sisulu was re-clected ANC secretary-genesal In the same month, and
in 1953 speat five months touring China, the Soviet Union, isracl,
Rumnania and the Uaited Kingdom. He appeared impressed with Soviet
industrial development but was repelled by the authoritariahism of the
Stalinist regime. This tour svas a eatalyst in mellowing his views from
racially exclusive nationalism to support for a muti-racial Congress
alliance. : i g
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His banoing onder preventing him fom attlending gatherings was
lightened in mid-1954 when he was forced 1o resign from the ANC.
Although he had played a Jeading role in organising the 1955 Congress
of the People, Sisulu was fegally wnable to paiticipate. However, he
secretly continued to wotk for the ANC, and because of his changed
attitude to co-operation with other racial groups in oppasilion to the
govemment, he increasingly came virder attack from the A fricanist group
inthe ANC.

{n December 1956 Sisulu wns amongsttie 156 people astested for high
treason. The preparatocy examination of he Treason Trial began oa
19 December 1956 in the Johannesburg Drill Hall, and lasted for nine
months. Sisubu remained a defendant in the subsequent hearings, which
ended in March 1961 when he and all remaining accused were finally
acquitted. i e

During the 1960 state of ersergency Sisulu and many of his co-trialists
were detalned for several monihis, e

Following the banning of the ANC and Pan-Africanist Congress
{PAC), Sisulu was placed under house arest, Durcing 1962 Sisulu was
harnssed by police and arrested six timcs, but charged onty once. Finally,
in March 1963 he was convicted for fusthesing the aims of the banned
ANC and for organising the May 1961 sisy-at-home protest. He was
released on bail pending an appeal, and placed under 24-hour arrest. On
. 20 April 1963 he wenl underground 1o join Umkhonte we Sizwe and on
26 June made a short broadcast from a secret ANC sadio statbon. i

On t1 July 1963 Lilliesleal Farm, the ANC’s secret headquarters, was
raided by police. Sisutu, Govan Mbeki and odhers were detained there,
* and Sisubu was held in solitary confinement for 88 days. He was charged

in the Rivonia trial {n October 1963, and on 12 June 1964 sentenced to

life lmprisoament foc plananing acts of political sabotage. The following
day Sisulu, Mandela and the oiier convicted Rivonia triatists were semt
to Robben Island.

In April 1982 Sisulu was admitied 1o Groote Schaur hospiral in Cape
Town for “routine medical examination®. In the same month he and
Mandcla wero moved from Robben Island 1o Pollsmoor prison, Cape
Town. y

On 15 October 1989 the South African governement released Slsulu, six
other ANC leaders and a PAC pofitical prisoner. This was followed by the
unbanniing of the ANC on 2 February 1990 and the release of Nelson

' Mandela a weck later. :

-Sisulu subsequently met with the external wing of the ANC in Lusaka
and was asked to lead the ANC inteenally. This Involved re-establishing
ANC structures inside the country and preparing for a national conference
to be held Inside Soanlt Africa on 16 December 1999,

Sisulu formed part of the ANC delegation which mer with repre-

Zwelakhe Sisulu i
ives of the go a1 Groote Schuur, Cape Town, during May

1990, ; ¢ .
He is married 10 Albertina, president of the Transvaal United Demo-

. cratic Front, and they live in Soweto. They have five chlm
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