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70 YEARS OF THE OCTOBER REVOLUTI ON
5rd Novenber, 1987
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"SEVEN decades is not a long tine in world civilisation's
ascent over the centuries, but history has known no other period
like it for the scale of the achievenents that our country has
attained since the victory of the Cctober Revolution," said CPSU
Central Committee General Secretary M khail Gorbachyov in his
report at the formal nmeeting in Moscow to mark the Revolution's
70t h anni versary.

After giving a basic analysis of the najor devel opnent

| andrmar ks of the revolutionary novenment in Russia, the Soviet

| eader noted in particular that Marxi smLeninismas a creative
teaching is not a conpedi um of ready-nade gui delines and doctri -
naire precepts. Those who treat Marxi sm dognmatically and pendan-
tically cannot understand its main elenment: its revol utionary

di al ect.

It is the highlight of all of Lenin's post-revol ution

activity. As an exanple of this, Mkhail Gorbaohyov called the
"political and noral exploit of the Brest peace," the

decision to |aunch "a new econom ¢ policy, which

substantially w dened the notions of socialisni and Lenin's
thesis on socialismas a society of "civilised cooperators."
Speaki ng of the period after Lenin's death, the CPSU

Central Committee General Secretary stressed that in the

19203 and the 19303, although the Party and society had Lenin's

bl ueprint for socialism the search of the road went in a sharp

i deol ogi cal struggle. The report nentions as the characteristic
traits of this struggle the conplexity of the problenms around which
it was waged (industrialisation, collectivisation, the possibility
of building socialismin the USSR)

The character of the ideol ogical struggle, Mkhail Gorbachyov
noted further, was al so conplicated by personal rivalries in the
Party | eadership. Sone authoritative | eaders had taken a factiona
stance and were provoking a split in the Party. This applies first
of all to Trotsky, who had, after Lenin’'s death, shown excessive
pretentions to top Party |eadership. A further conpounding fact
was that the Trotskyites were acting in conmmon with the new
opposition led by Zi novyev and Kanenev.
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But in the end the Party spoke out for the line of the

Central Conmittee and agai nst the opposition. The Party’s

| eadi ng nucl eus headed by Stalin upheld Leninismin the

i deol ogi cal battle and got approval of its political |ine

fromnost of the conmuni sts and worki ng peopl e.

At the same tinme, notes the report, that period al so saw sone

| osses. M khail Gorbachyov mentioned specifically the rise of the
conmand and admi ni ster system of Party and state direction of the
country long established in the econony, it spread to its
restructure, holding back the progress of socialist denocracy,

the strengtheni ng of bureaucracy and the retreats fromLenin's
policy in regard to the peasantry during collectivisation. "Qite
obviously," said the Soviet |eader, "it was the absence of a

proper |evel of denobcratisation in Soviet society that made
possi bl e the personality cult, the violations of legality,

the wanton repressive neasures of the thirties."

To remain faithful to historical truth, continued M khai

CGor bachyov, we have to see both Stalin’s incontestable contribution
to the struggle for socialism to the defence of its gain, and the
gross political errors, and the abuses conmmitted by himand by those
around him The Stalin personality cult was not inevitable, because
it is alien to the nature of socialism represents a departure
fromits fundamental principles and, therefore, has not justifi-
cation. However neither gross errors, nor departures fromthe
principles of socialismcould divert the Soviet people fromthe
road it took by the choice it nmade in 1917.

This was al so brought out in the grimtrials of the Geat

Patriotic War - one of the nobst glorious and heroic chapters

in national history. The war showed that the Soviet people,

the Party, socialismand the Cctober Revolution are inseparable,
notes the report.

After the war the Soviet people in an extremely short period
rebuilt the war-ravaged towns and Vill ages, raised fromtheir

ruins factories and mlls, collective and state farns, schools

and col l eges, and institutions. But during this very sanme tine a
contradiction between what our society had beconme and the ol d nethods
of |l eadership was making itself felt ever nore appreciably.

It required no small courage of the Party and its | eadership

headed by Khrushchev, to criticise the personality cult and its
consequences, and to re-establish socialist legality. The old stereo-
types in donestic and foreign policy began to crunble. Attenpts
were nade to elimnate the bureaucratic comrand nethods of adnini -
stration, which were firmy established in the 305 and 40s, and to
i mpart greater dynamismto socialism

However, noted the Soviet |eader, no small nunber of subjecti-

vist errors were conmitted and they did nuch to discredit the
progressive initiatives. The main cause of the failures of the re-
forns was that they had not been backed up by an unfol ding of the
denocrati sati on process.
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After the Cctober 1964 plenary neeting of the CPSU

Central Commttee, when there was a change of Party and

state | eadership, decisions were taken to overcone the

vol untaristic tendencies and twists in donestic and foreign

policy. New approaches to econom ¢ managenent were put

forward, changing for the better the situation in the

country at that timeu But to utilise these resources, said

M khai | Gorbachyov, cardi nal new changes were needed in

soci ety and the corresponding political will. There was a

shortage of both. The pace of devel opnent consi derably

sl owed down.

The April 1985 pl enum of the Central Committee and the 27th

Congress of the Party frankly named the couses of the situation

that had arisen, laid bare the decel erati on mechani sm and gave

it a basic assessnment.

The healthy forces in the Party and society, the report says

further, were becom ng nore and nore acutely aware of the

pressing need to overcone negative phenomena and to reverse the
course of events.

The answer to this extrenely acute social need was the decisions

of the April 1985 plenumand its course for socialist renovation
which were theoretically and politically devel oped by the 27th Party
Congress and plenary neetings of the Central Committee. Assum ng
final shape in the general |ine of conducting a revol utionary .
rearrangenment of socialist society’s life, stressed M khail Gorbachyov.
Perestroi ka ainms not only at ending the stagnation and conservati sm
of the preceding period and correcting m stakes but al so at overcom ng
historically limted and obsol ete features of social organisation and
met hods of work, M khail Gorbachyov said. As a result of perestroika
soci alismcan and nust be able to utilise to the full extent its
potentialities as a truly humane system whi ch serves and ennobl es man
There are two nmj or problens of society' s devel opnent that

decide the fate of perestroika. It is denocratisation of all life

in society and radi cal econom c reforno

Denocrati sation of society is the soul of perestroika and

progress in this field is essential for success of perestroika and -

I am not exaggerating - for the future of socialism

We believe that socialismis a society characterised by increasing
diversity in opinion and in people s-relations and activities. W
nmust not be afraid of openly discussing and tackling difficult problens
of social devel opnent and of criticismand di scussion

Speaki ng about fundanental changes in the econony, M khai

Cor bachyov said that the aimof the radical econonmic reformlaunched
in this country was to ensure transition, within the next two or three
years, from an excessively centralised and regul ated system of
managenent to a denocr.tic system based | argely on econonical |l y-sound
nmet hods and a bal anced conbi nation of centralismand sel f-nmanagenent.
Then the General Secretary of the Soviet Conmunist Party Centra
Conmittee dealt with the nationalities problemo W justly say that

we have solved the nationalities problem The revolution paved the
way to both |legal and social and econonic equality of different
nationalities and erased substantial distinctions in the |evels of
econoni ¢, social and cultural devel opment of all republics and
regions and all nationalities.
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We nust be extrenely considerate and tactful in everything

that concerns the national interests or national feelings of
peopl e.

Sunming up progress nade during two and a half years

that passed since the April 1985 pl enum of the CPSU Central Commt-
tee, M khail Gorbachyov said that we had reached a turning-point.
The first stage of prestroi ka has al nost been comleted. A conce t
of Eerestroi ka has al nost been formul ated on thei asis O in-dept
ana ysis of the present situation and prospects for the country’s
devel opnent in the future. A new political,noral and psychol ogi ca
climate has been created in the country.

The next two or three years will be the nost difficult,

decisive and, in a sense, critical period, Mkhail Gorbachyov
said. The main reason for this is that we simultaneously

shall haVe to tackle |arge-scale problens in the econony and

the social sphere, in restructuring the system of

administering the state and society and in ideol ogy and

cul ture.

We are convinced that broad popul ar support for perestroika

will continue to determne the situation in the country, M khai
Gor bachyov sai d.

One of the greatest acconplishnents by Lenin was his

theoretical substantiation of the possibility of peaceful coe-

xi stence of states with different social systenms. In the nuclear
age, M khail Corbachyov stressed, it has turned into a primary
condition for the survival of mankind.

Rem ndi ng the audi ence of the key peace initiatives of

the USSR, notably of the project to build a conprehensive
system of international peace and security, M khail Gorbachyov

poi nted out that new political thinking with its comobn human
criteria and orientation to reason and openness is not a

decl aration or an appeal, but a philosophy of action and life - a
phi |l osophy that is devel opi ng and al ready worki ng. The neeting in
Reykj avik in Cctober 1986 inparted practical energy to that thinking,
helped it get settled in various social and political circles and
made international contacts nore meani ngful and productive.
Speaki ng of the prospects of further vigilance towards

stabl e peace, M khail Gorbachyov pointed to such a crucia
circunstance as the ascent by socialismto a newlevel inits
devel opnent. There is a sizable reserve for peacefu

coexi stence, he said, in the ongoing restructuring in the Soviet
Union. It will enable the USSR to join in the division of |abour
and resources en a scal e never knwwn before. The material base

of the conprehensive bystem of peace and international security
wi || be decisively expanded and reinforced due to the scientific,
t echnol ogi cal and production potential of the USSR becom ng
markedly nore inportant el enment of world economc |inks.

oj ective political processes and the course of the struggle

for peace is influenced by class struggle and other manifestations
of social antagonisnms, by factors which make up a new i mpul se of
activity of the devel oping nations, by the many mllion-socia
noverment s agai nst the nuclear threat, for the protection of the env-
i ronment, against racial discrimnation and policies that split
societies into the lucky and the ddonmed. The greatness and
novelty of our time is in the peoples’ nore obvious and open
participation in the maki ng of history. The human factor is
intruding in world affairs headl ong. Wthout new attitudes to

fit nodern realities and the will of nations politics would
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be unpredictable inprovisation, risky both for one’s own country
and for others, concludes M khail Gorbachyov.

Enphasi sing the pptimsmof the Soviet |eadership’s view

of the prospects of the establishnent of a conprehensive system
of international security, Mkhail Gorbaohyov al so notes, however,
that the danger of war still remains and that the USSR will keep
doi ng everything needed to maintain its defence capability at a

| evel precluding mlitary superiority of inperialismover socialisnm
Rem ndi ng the audi ence that the contenporary internationa
conmuni st novenent consisting of fully and irrevesitly independent
parties is open for a dial ogue, cooperation, nutual understanding
and alliance with any other revolutionary, denocratic and progres-
sive forces, Mkhail Gorbachyov noted: the CPSU has no doubt the
about the future of the communi st novenent - the bearer of the
alternative to capitalismand a novenent of nobst courageous and
consi stent fighters for peace, independence and progress of their
own countries and for friendship with all nations of the world.
The worl d socialist systemis naned in the report as the nost
crucial landmark in the post-Cctober world s history. The system
itself and the quest and experience tested by it in pradtice, said
M Gor bachyov, have common inportance for the whol e of nankind.
Underlining the historical responsibility of the living
generations for the future of civilization and life itself on

our planet and for the choice of whether the beginning of the

new mllemm um of world history will be a tragic epilogue of an
inspiring prologue to the future, that fully depends on them

the General Secretary of the CPSU Central Comittee says: "W

see opportunities for endl ess progress".
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