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Mandela

plea

to black rival

JOHANNESBURG — Nel-
son Mandela, bolstered by
support from 19 parties that
‘joined the African National
Congress in signing the new
South African constitution,
attacked Inkatha leader
Mangosuthu Buthelezi
yesterday.

“We've done everything possible
to get him (Buthelezi) back to
negotiations,” Mr Mandela said.
“If you have a plan, we'd like to
hear it.”

Mr Mandela was answering
questions from Inkatha members
and others who attended a
“people’s forum” in Empangeni,

Jnear Durban, after addressing a
rally at Sundumbili Stadium.
ke ot

Police confiscated two home-
made guns from members of In-
katha, the ANC’s main black rival,
while Mr Mandela was speaking.

About 20 Inkatha members had
been protesting outside the sta-
dium. Ten were arrested.

Mr Mandela was addressing
crowds in Inkatha territory hours
after negotiators completed the
constitution which ends white-
minority rule.

The constitution is expected to
be approved when white law-
makers convene the last session of
their parliament on Monday.

That step clears the way for the
first national election to include
blacks, set for April 27.

The African_National Congress
is expected to win the vote. The
Zulu-dominated Inkatha Freedom

Party boycotted the constitutio-
nal talks, contending the charter
will produce a government domin-
ated by the ANC.

More than 11,000 blacks have -
died in political violence in the
past three years that has been -
blamed largely on the feud be- .
tween the Leftist ANC and the .
more conservative Inkatha.

Mr Mandela repeated criticism
of KwaZulu police, a force Mr"
Buthelezi leads that has been ac
cused of bias against ANC suppor:
ters.

He said KwaZulu and the othe:
homelands created to deny blacks
legal residence in South Africa
would be reincorporated into the
country after April 27.

— AP
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HOPES that the Free-
dom Alliance as an in-
tact group might find
accommeodation in the
new dispensation ap-
pear to be slipping
away, writes DALE
LAUTENBACH.

THE Alliance leadership met
President F W de Klerk and his
negotiators last night at the
Union Buildings for nearly two
hours angd despite the brave
faces put on by hoth delegations
W separate Press briefings, the
mood was glum

The area of most fundamental
difference between the two sides
appears now to be the powers
and functions of provinees and a
sharply divergent view of the de-
. 8ree of federalism that is possi-

ble in Scuth Africa, now.
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“We have to look at the practi-
cal realities of South Africa
when we judge the question of
ow far we can implement feder-
alism,” said government chief
negatiator Roelf Meyer after the
meeting, briefing the Press on
behalf of De Klerk

“We have t0 depart from exist:
ing realities. South Africa is a
unitary state and we have to
depart from that point.”

The Alliance departure point
15 profoundly different In a pro-
posal handed to the Government
on Monday and released to the
press loday, the Alliance-ae-
cords a limited list of powers to
a national government ineluding
principal functions like defence,
foreign affairs, currency and'
control of financial institutions,
customs, air transportation and
national roads,

The Alliance proposes a list of

~— 98 exclusive-provincial powers

- including, it seeins significantly,
the judiciary. agrees {0 some .
concurrent powers LiKe himan:

ights, %ngusn‘:&'_a;fjaw and regu-
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" sion only [or concurrent powers .

— as being 'so different from the !

Alliance proposals that “it wil}
be difficult to find a solution",

The first signal that little
would be well at last night's’

' talks was KwaZolu Chief Minis- -

| ter Mangosuthy Buthelezi's |

' sharp comment on the way in: “T,
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Governement has submitted fur-
ther documentation to the Allj-
ance.

Following the Alliance docu-
ment on Monday, the Govern-
ment replied in writing in a
bilateral meeting earlier yester-
day with the Alliance, Afmkaner
Volksfront leader General Con-
stand Viljoen characterised the
Government response as “disap-
pointing”. When asked to con-
firm the perception that there
seemed Dittle hope left now, the
Alliance leaders piped up in a
chorus {o the contrary.

- “We'll. wart- for government's
reaction and then we'll decide,”
said Viljoen. :

Meyer stuck to his guns with
his insistence that the door re-
main oFen. “We'll go out of our
way to find solutions.”

"What remains to be seen now
is whether the all of the parties
10 the Allianve wish' t remain
‘outsidejthe more broadly negoti-

ement which recerved 5
oost early on Thursday *

ith the approval of the
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HE contention that the
present court system lacks “le-
gitimacy” or “credibility” is a
smokescreen, With whom, may I
ask?

The Appeal Court under the
leadership of Chief Justice Cor-
bett has an exemplary record of
cotupetence and impa.rtiagty._ It
has also shown its determination
{0 preserve and proteet the fun-
damental values of a just society.

Statements concerning “credi-
bility” are sometimes made with
genuine concern about represen-
tativeness. In this context they
need to be taken seriously. Views
expressed that the court canmnot
be the “creation of the law
barons of South Africa” (Dullah
Omar) or “we are primarily here
for the interest of the majority”

(Joe Slovo) tend to confirm that
those who contend for the pres-
ent proposals to be enacted -
tend the court to function not pri-
marily as a court of judicial ex-
cellence. :
Instead, such views indicate an
intention that the court should
act 1n the interest of the State in
giving expression to its mandate
from the voters, against the
rights, freedom and liberty of the
individual, as an extension of the

POHﬁMWiHof-_the ajori
ey majority po-

Representation has to be ag-
dressed. The mandate to the Jy.
dicial Services Commission coujd
well inclyde targets to he

achieved in pursyjt of this

Ver, ¢ of the
Constitutiopg] Court canpet be
appointed by the bead of state
With no check or balance other

Convention. Instead, the role

played by the Chief Justice and
the Judicial Services Commission
will now be paramount in the
process.

To understand how this will
affect daily life I can quote no
better source than the former
Chief Justice of Zimbabwe
(Enoch Dumbutshena) who, when
addressing a national conference
of Lawyers for Human Rights n
Pretoria earlier this year, said
the following about the system of

appointment of judges in that
country:

“The Judicial Services Com-
Tmission recommends to the pre-
names of legal practition-
ers for appointment to the Bench
This is the best way of appointing
Jjudges. Twice in Zimbabwe, Min-
isters of Justice have tried to
bave their friends appointed to
the Bench. Twice they failed
“To some extent we are syc-
cessful in appointing indepen-
dent-minded Judges ... I can say
with pride that from oy humble
an lenced backgrounds
we lifted the belief of our people
in justice. And | say this withoyt
drawing a distinction between
black and white.

&

pointment of black judges to
the Bench introduced new atti.
tudes to justice, From the be-
ginning of my appointment 1
had the misfortuge to handle
sensitive cases, I declared de-
tentions unlawfy] and unconsti-
tutional. I acquitteq the ajr
force men accused of conspir-
ing to destroy war planes,

“When I announced the ver-
dict of the coyrt, the packed
courtroom was upon its feet,
Both black and white cheered.
It was a pew exXperience ang
the birth of a new trust and
confidence in the Judiciary,

“For my sins I was appointed
Chief Justice "

The last-gasp amendments to
the provisions of the constity-
tion dealing with the composi-
tion of the Constitutional Court
and the appointment of its
Judges have gone a long way to-
Wwards achieving the objectives
I have outlined above,

The capacity of the Chief Jus-
tice and the Judicial Services

on to ensure quality ap-
pointments is considerable. How-
€ver, representativeness can and
should be promoted through
these mechanisms.

While | personaily adbere to
the view that the Constitutional
Court should have been integra
ed into the existing court struc-
ture, South Africans can breathe
4 great deal more easily in the
knowledge that independence is
bound to continye to be the hapl-
mark of our courts, including
their constitutionaj am

N ZIMBABWE the ap-
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BAD OLD DAYS: Tha courts hava spoken and ormad police carry out orderg =

In this toss the forced ramoval of o resentul community from the ared of
their theice to anether which they'd rether not live in,

Court does affect
| everyday life

WHY should the public be
worrled about how the
Constitutional Court is
strugtured, hew It functions and
the Impeet its declslons could
have on thsir llves? The court is
nef romote frem the everyday
cancerns of John and Mary
Ciizon, writes JAN STEYN,
former Judge of the Supreme
Court in South Africa. He is a
member of the Court of Appeal
of Lesathe, a trustes of the
Legol Resources Trust and

: chajrman of the Independent

y f Developmaent Trust.

On another
wavelength

DISSENTING OPIMNIONS;
"¥iews sapressed that the
tourt connot be the ‘oaation
of the low borons of Souih
Africa’ (Dulieh Omor) o ‘we
ate primarily here for the in.
tereat of the majority’ (Joe
Slovo) tend o confirm thot
these who contend for the
presant propetolt to be en-
acted intend the Censtitu-
tionol Court te function not
primarily os a court of judi-
cial excallence (but) in the in-
tereat of the State.
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AVF set

up joint
group <

PRETORIA — The African Nat-
ional Congress and the Afrikaner
Yolksfrent have decided to estab-
Hsh a joint working group follow-
ing two days of discussiona
General Constand Viljoen led
the AVF delegation and the ANC
deputation was headed by it
chairman, Thabo Mheki
A joint statemént issued yester-
day did not specify the issues dis:
cugzed, but observers sald they
helieved the AVF's demand for a
“yolkstaat” and self-determina-
 tion for whites was central. “Both

partiesd expressed their commit-
ment to finding & sustainable ar
rangement,” the statement sald.

Meanwhile, the Freedom Alli.
ainoe met the government yester-
day,

Constitutional Development
Minister Roell Meyer sald there
Is such a fundamental difference
of opinion between the parties on
the issue of reglonal government
that & rea! agreement on the sub
ject appears diflicult Neverthe
less, the government will keep
open the door for the Alliance as
long as possible.

Viljoen said after the meeting,
which included President F W de
Klerk, that despite the disagree-
ments, the Alliance has not glven
up hope. He slressed the Alliance
does not view the expected par-
liamentary ratification of the
Kempton Park deals for an April
27 election and interim consti-
tutlon as a cut-off date for talks,

The Alliance wants & long list of
powers for regional government
with no ssy by central govern-
ment  Practically, this would
¢reate an Insufférable situation,
Mever said.

~THé *Alllanc®d Proposals in-
clude a ninp of 4 possiblé Afrl-
kaner volkstaat, centring around
¥ Pfetoria. " with - various  sub-
.++FiigRd. ABf\stihg Fegional boun- |

“rdarlee 18 Join the phoposed Afri-
kaher sub-regiong could be the
ay to form a future volkstaat, the
dedment  suggested. Alterna-
tively, the final approval of the
Boufidaries of a volkstaat could
be déldyed until January and only
the principle of a volkstaat be ap-

proved at this stage,

The Alliince has fuhdamental
objections to many chapters of
the draft constitution and sub-
initted ita g oEUAEAHL “to show that
dn all-inéludivé dolution can still
be found, if there Is a willingness

to walk the extra and final m!qle"
— Sapa
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COﬁgflTUTIONAL COURT: Latest proposals ensure tha
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can’t be appointed by head of state without checks or balan

CeS

Victory for
rule of law

ITH many
of my for-
mer col-
leagues, |
believe that
. the Constitu-
tional Court is a bottom-line
. Ssue for all South Africans. We
inxiously seek to live under the
‘7ule of law, secure in the know-
: edge that one oppressive system
should never be supplanted by
- another, that we ought not be
«2en to legitimise a systern with
i renewed capacity to trample
n the fundamental rights of the
. ndividual
This is as important to the
-» Najority as to the minorities in
South Africa.
.- We need {o understand the
. langers inherent in a new dis-
. Jensaton, more particularly if
he instruments through which
- tur rights are to be protected
_ iTe subjected to the unbridled
_uthority of those who hold po-
., itical power,
Rendering with humour the fa-
- 'oous dictum about the capacity
.o, f power to corrupt, Lord Shaw-
ross said “power is delightful,
:bsolute power is absolutely de-
.. Ightful”, The checks and bal-
- inces that a constitution and a
* Ul of rights impose on the politi-
., @l authorities of the day are al-
nost always anatherna to those
‘7 vho govern.
- After all, “the will of the
¢ jle” should prevail o
v Lest we forget, I would re-
X nind readers of our own very
""'tecent history. The “volkswil” re-
“aured that voters should be re-
nioved from the common roll A
‘High Court of Parliament” was
~v qrested to achieve this objective.
-The Senate was packed. (As the
''late Harnilton Russell ohserved,
E became a “House of ill-repute
pg-.oplgd by gentlemen of easy
rvirtue”) The Appeal Court was
ue larged.

L

is

£ THE seifsame “will of the

peopie” and their protection was
' the justification for arbitrary de-

»v teption and bapnings. As we now

imow, this resulted in the torture
= ¢nd assassination of dissidents by
.1 security apparatus operating
" teyond the law and outside the

- qapervision and control of the
.- courts. The provisions of the

" Group Areas Act were enforced
- snd mass relocations under
.grand apartheid took place

tarough administrative fiat.
It is because of this painful

.. history that we are about to

~ enact 2 new constitution, agreed

, on this week by the negotiators

. at Kempton Park, with a Bill of
Rights. The manner in Which
~Constitutional provisions safe-

. guard the principles of good gov-

- enment is subject to interpreta-
tive powers by the courts.

__ Tmey are the custodians of this
socio-legal contract. This cap-
apity in turn places some con-

— straints on the ability of the legis-

| blative and the executive to de-
part from its terms.

Most importantly, however,

‘. the Bill of Rights has been “sold”

* {0 the public on the basis that it

will be justiciable by an indepen-
_dent judiciary, as indeed it
- should.

™ To my mind, this meaps a
*wcourt of law and not some sermni-
‘political creation. For this rea-
“*son alone I believe that the Con-
wgtitutional Corurtf theshould be an gil
“ tegral of the existing judi-
ledal syspt:nm and fully integrated
~.into its structures.
:  As long ago as the Sixties and
early Seventies, both serving
judges and leading lawyers urged
“the establishment of what is now
‘referred to as a Judicial Services
" Commission. The provisions in

i

the 25th report of the technical
committee in this regard are ac-
cordingly to be welcomed. [t cre-
ates a mechanism through which
both judicial excellence and rep-
resentativeness can be provided

Accordingly, the conventional
judiciary can be appointed omly
on the advice of this body.

It s puzzling that this desir-
able mechanism was not har-
nessed when the method was
considered for appointment of
judges of the Consfitutional
Court.

Let there be no doubt that we,
ag lawyers, must assume some
responsibility for the uarepresen-
tative nature of the system
through which justice has been
administered in South Africa.
That this must be rectified is be-
yond dispute However, the ans-
wer can never lie in conferring
virtually unbridled power on the
head of state to appoint persons
whom he believes will ensure
such representativeness.

Richard Nixon atternpted to
secure appointments complying
with his political preferences
with two symbols of mediocrity
in Judges Carswell and Haynes-
worth in the Seventies. One notes
also the damage inflicted on the
status of the US Supreme Court
in its present politicised struc-
ture with the controversy sur-
rounding the appointrnent of Mr
Justice Thomas and the rejection
of Professor Bork's apppintrent.
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DP: council
deal is'
undemocrdti

CAPE TOWN — The Democratic
Party will vigorously oppase the
“undemocratic” deal struck by the
Local Government Negotiating
Forum at Kempton Park this week,
DP spokesman on lacal govern-
ment Jasper Walsh sald yesterday.

He said the forum is an unrepre-
senlative body from which political
parties auch as the DP have been
excluded.

The agreement entrenches
wards drawn up on raclal lines dur-
ing the interim perlod and makes
no allowance for mixed wards
agreed to by local consensus.

It impoges deadlines for appoint-
ing councils early next year with no
allowance for consulting local com-
munities, he sald.

“Most importantly, it prescribes
tacial representation which in it-
self is unacceptable, but which fur-
thermore takes no account of
reglonal and community differ-
ences For instance, blacks in &
smallrural town comprising 10% of
the population will have 30% of the
seats.”’

Where whites are in the
minority, the reverse will afply,
which was no doubt why conserva-
{ive whites supported the deal
which smacks of expedience,
Walsh gsaid. — Sapa.
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WHILE w»Tongly clalming to have en-
trenched federatism in the new con-
stitution, the government has rubbed salt
In the wound by making It difficult for vot-
ers {o exercise free choice at regional
level. With one ballot paper for both pat.
lonal and regional elections, voters will be
unshle to choose different partles for
these two tiers of government. The excose
grof!‘ered iz that uneducated voters might

e confused b{'twu ballot papers. This is
spurfous. Bamhoozlement ﬁas not been a
bindrance in any previous decislons ema-
nating from Kempton Park And voter edu-
cation programmes could cope with the
problem. The new ruling punishes partles
with strong reglonal support who lack a
:Jauonai following. Pushed through in the
iate, rushed stages of constitution making
it favours the ANC and the Natlonalists af
:)?:t?gfense of the IFP and other emaller

Aside from thege legitimate pa -
cal grievances, the move is ng a E:{“iio
individua! voters. It renders problematic

the task of bringlng d
B raae ging democracy eloser to
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OWN CORRESPONDENTS
and SAPA

WORDS of war and a
war of words exploded
yesterday between the
Right and Left after the
signing of the draft con-
stitution of the new
South Africa on Thurs-
day.

A senior ANC official and
Joe Slovo of the South Afri-
can Communist Party vowed
harsh retaliation if there was
any obstruction of the reform
process.

There were f{ar-right threats
not to recognise the transition-
al government, while the all-
white Mineworkers Union
(MWU)) threatened violence.

The one glimmer of hope was
an agreement between the ANC
and Afrikaner Volksfront to set up
a working committee to discuss
differences (See Page 2).

The MWU warned that it would

shake the country to its foundations”
with commercial explosives.

Reincorporation

And senior ANC official Matthew
Phosa sald “tanks will roll” if there
was any obstruction to the reincer-
poration of the TBVC or seif-govern-
ipg states into South Africa.

Slovo told the right-wing Freedom
Alliance that, if its actions led to the
gpilling of blood, the Government
would have a duty to meet such actions
“with resoive”

Speaking at a news conference
called by ANC-SACP negotiators, Slovo
said the right wing had a right to mobi
lise in the political sphere against the
agreements reached at multiparty ne-
gotiations

‘What we object to is the underly-
ing threat from the leaders of the
Freedom Alliance that if they don't
get their way, they will use force

‘If it comes to that and they con
tinue to threaten to spill biood, it is
the duty of the Government to meet
that threat with resolve,

ANC constitutional head Mac Ma-
haraj rejected AVF co-Jeader Dr Ferdi
Hartzenberg's call for a white election
“He g contact with reality. A
white election will never take place in
South Africa again and it is unpessible
for the demand to be realised.”

[BOP Mou
Eldﬂ-l@
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ANC pegotiator Mobammed Valli
Moosa toid the conference lh.‘alj if all{s
TB.VC states and seif-governing to'.:“iv
tories failed to participate in the April
f? eleclion, cerfain clavses in the In-
terim Conslitulion would have {0 he in-
jmked and the “law would Eave (o 'a‘. p
its course”, e

The Independent Elecioral Comis-
sion had wide-ranging R
powers lo ensure every-
one had the right {o
campaign and [o vole,

The constitution made
prevision for the serap
ping of the Status of
Self-Governing Terri-
tories Act and Lhe Acls
governing the indepen-
dent slalus of the TRVC
gfa{es. This wonld be pul
into effect during the sil-

ting of Parliament laler
this menth.

Phosa said the activi-
ties of the Transilional
Execuiive Council and
other struciures would
include levelling Lhe
playing lields throughout
the country.

“If the process Is un-
dermined, lhe relevani
anthorities must be em
powered {o expedile the

® 70 PAGE 2.

. War tatk

implementation of the relevant provi-
sions of the (interim) constitution. We
are not in a helpless situation.

“1f the only oplion left to us is lo roll
in the tanks, then that is what we will
do,” Phosa said.

Moosa said the TEC would probably
hold its first meeting within two weeks
and preparations for its work had al-
ready begun.

It was hoped that the Independent
Electoral Commission and Independent
Broadeasting Authorily would be es-
tahlished before the Christmas break
<o that they could be up and running by
the new year.

The MWL's threat of a sabotage
campaign, by the union’s president Cor
de Jager, was part of the resistance
strategy against the Interim Constitu-
tion unveiled by far-right Jeaders at a
press conference in Pretoria yesterday.
Right-wing organisalions present, io-
cluding the Conservative Parly, the
Afrikaner Weerstandsheweging and the
Herstigte Nasionale Party, called for &
whites-cnly election.

“White mineworkers are al) experts
in underground work apd the use of ex-
ptosives,” De Jager said, “We will use
this knowledge to shake South Africa to
its foundaticns to obtain our seif-deter-
mination and to fight affirmative ac-
tion.”

The warning came hours before the |

Freedom Alliance was due to meet the
Government in Pretoria yesterday.

The CP’s Hartzenberg said De Klerk
had no mandate to agree to the Inter-
:m Constitution on behalf of South Afri-
ca's whifes.

‘De Klerk is now morally and con-
stitutionally obliged to call for a gener-
al election in order to prevent any fur-
ther escalation of violence. if he does
pol comply, he will have to bear the
ful! consequences.”

Hartzenberg said the demand for am
election under the present constitution
was the first step in the far right's re-
sistance to the Kemplon Park agree
ments.

Rightwingers were planning tc
matrch on Parliament on Tuesday to
demand an election.

The second step was the rejection of
the TEC, Hartzenberg said. The far
right would establish ils own transi-
tional government-within-a-govern-
ment when the TEC was introduced.

Far-right lown councils would also
refuse to hand over power lo multi-
racial local authorities eslablished in
terms of transitional local government
arrangements.
® The Afrikaner Volksiront has admit-
ted a Walvis Bay group promoting the
concept of independence for the en-
clave.

Barthold Babr, of the group Free-
dom for Walvis Bay, addressed the
AVF news conference in Pretoria, say-
ing Foreign Alffairs Minister Pik Botha
had delivered the whites of Walvis Bav
to Namibia like slaves.
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Volkstaat outlined

)
:'
THE Freedom Alliance has released & map of a possible |
Afrikaner volkstaat, centering around Pretoria with var- |
ious sub-regions, as part of its proposed regionai dispen- |
sation, !

This forms part of the alliance's document containing |
its constitutional “bottom-lines”, notably seif-determi- |
nation and a federal dispensation, presented to the Gov- |
ernment and made publle yesterday :

Adjusting regional boundaries to join the proposed |
Afrikaner sub-regions could be the way to form a future i
volkstaat, the document suggested |

Alternatively, the final approval of the boundaries of a |
volkstaat could be delayed until next January. — Sapa |
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’ KWaNd ebel e’s
00ks cooked

Commission lifts
Iid on corruption

NORMAN CHANDLER
Pretoria Bureau

Ch
anged financiaf decision

THE lawmakers of KwaNdebele have
turned out to be law-breakers par excel-
lence, a commission of inquiry has found.

A devastating report on the homeland’s gov-
ernment ~— made public this week — hag Jifted
the lid on the territory’s mismanaged apod cor- f:f SEVen panelbeaters wh
rupt government security service. -racts. Everyone ejse in this bysines

The Parsons Commission of Inquiry into unrest work was Cheaper, wag excluded. 7
and alleged mismanagement in the KwaNdebale Th port adds. « th gl }
government was released yesterday after the bulk of ed ' € evidence pe
the commission's deliberations were made public ® Suse of State ang

earlier. : chauffeur ang othe, officers — ToY Minister, ‘hig

: So o

Those documents slammed the entire government, 2";5:;:9 excesses inclyded-
accusing Cabinet Ministers and clvil servants’pf -litre veh; ]"-‘SE of luxury 3.Jj¢
gross mismanagement, corruption and theft, ' 'ehicies werg availabje.

It now transpires that not only did officials of the
KwaNdebele Department of Law and Order finan.
cially take things into their own hands, but they also a3 the
privatised the police force, hired suspected Umkbon. ship. f e :
to we Sizwe cadres as policemen, and ran up bills Surfr ;gagc]:”; . even ) m?ﬁ;f;de.-
without a thought for how they were going to pay. ,,. ® Jected. Rl

£ 4W and .
One account for R300000 for the purchase ‘of out authmsmrodneraﬁglff”é'tfconference centre with.
pantihose and buttons led the commission to declare: having to "C‘?r'jur' wd ieft the Department of Works
“There is something very wrong in the Jogistics dini- ling R4g 492 ¢ with funds (o Cover costs toga.

sion of the KwaNdebele police.’ B
. In addition, no ooe asked for prior authority ta R e
spend taxpayery’ tmoney — it was only after the deed
had been done that permission was obtained.

The comnussion also found that the training  of
police officers was inadequate, heing based on the
notion of “learning from each other”. '

( I3 to the yaj il
Were bought, whie the budget wae oﬁfv ?;rilzg}(;g(;

! dance, eca
i The department EvVen established 5 t
| .

]

generaj,

T€ motor cars whep




STILL POLES APART: ANC leaders lock on
yot another resolution befors the new

ANC, AVF reach wor

AS A war of words be.
tween the Left and the
Right escalated yester.
day, following the adop
tion of SA's interim con-
stitutien on Thursday,
the ANC and the Afri-
kaner Volksfront (AVF)
dgreed to estahlish a
joint working group to
pursue matters arising
from their meeting.

In a joint statement
issued at the end of their
two-day meeting outside
Pretoria, ANC national
chairman Thabo Mbeki
and AVF co-leader Gen-
eral Constand Viljoen
said their parties had
commitled themselves

to finding “a sustainabie
arrangement”,

Although neither
would say what had been
discussed at the meet.
ing, it Is believed the
AVF's demand for a
“volkstaat” featured
prominently

The two men said
their respective organi.
sations had presented
proposals on a number
of matters and would
refer these to their prin-
cipais. Another meeting
would be keld soon.

In Pretoria yesterday,
Constitutional Develop-
ment Minister Roelf
Meyer said it was pos

with conceam as the Afrikaner Volksunie def

KAIZER NYATSUMBA
Political Correspondant

sible to accommodate
the Freedom Alliance
between now and No-
vember 30, when the in-
terim constitytion will
be submitted to Parlia-
ment. Speaking before
the Government's meet.
ing with the FA in Pre-
toria, Meyer said if his
team found the FA's pro-
posals acceptable, it
would urge other parties
Lo seek agreement and
amend the ¢onstitution,
Meyer rejected sug-
gestions that the interim

document reflected ca-
pitulation by the Gov-
ernment or i takeover
of power by any party.

He was responding to
a senior ANC official's
remarks that the NP’s
last minute concessions
ahead of Wednesday
evening's plenary ses-
sion amounted to ''a
complete collapse’ of
the Government,

In another develop-
ment, ANC president
Neison Mandela vester.
day called on his sup-
porters to turn out in
great numbers to vote
tor his organisation on
April 27 — a day he said

oiufion at the World Trade Centre obj
South African constitution was adopted this weak, ® Pholograph: MYKEL NICOLAD

to

would mark the “birial
of the NP”,

“We must never hear
of it again,” said Mahde- |
la in Durban, accuging |
the Government of|ne- :
glecting the liveq of !
black workers,

In contrast to the gan
many believe will bel his
boss next year, Presi-
dent De Klerk preached
reconciliation in C pe
Town, expressing opti-
mism about next vear's
elections and the futuge,

The election, he sdid,
would be ahout the ky-
ture and not the past,
about building and got
rectimination.
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Let the show begin

THE curtain openad on @ new South Africa
this week. it was tertolniy a mement of high
hopes, but with participants from the ANC's
chief delegare Cyrll Ramophosa (shown on
internal TV at the World Trada Cantra) down
the line to journaiists taking stroin following
long, leng hours of debating and waiting.
One TV cemeraman finds ouvt whether he
has missed anything important by reading
The Star. Report by PAUL BELL, photographs
by MYKEL NICOLAOU,
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tors were doing

their best to drag

things out upsiairs
at the World Trade
Cenire ihis week,
the media were
downstairs doing
what they do bes{ —
killing time.

Even to the last, the
Afrikaner Volksunie
{AYU) was conducting
a rearguard action
with the desperation
of the Alamo.

Corlia Kruger felt it
necessary (o come Lo the
rescue of the dignity of
the process.

Chairman Pravhin
Gordhan said she was
filibustering and basical-
ly told ter to shut up.

Amichand Rajbansi

' was indulging in what be

i
1

|

does best — obsequious
flattery. Gordhan shut
him up too.

READY FOR INSPECTION: Part of The Star's team — Esther Wavgh, Shauvn Johnsen ond Koixsr
Nyatsumbo —— were often there deep into the night, but wouldn‘t have missed it for anything,

Journalisis took re-
fuge in the dining-room
— which was a real jam-
boree, a gaggle of hacks
and hackesses come (o
wilness the delivery of
the constitution. That
was the first parily, bul

because there was work
in the offing, il was con-
ducted with a2 modicum
of restraint.

Beiween 7 pm and
11 pm my crowning
achievement was 1o per-
suade lhe Demorratic

Party to let me use its
fax machine. “Look,” 1
said, “this Is about your
stunning viciory on the
Constitutional Court.
Pve got to get this over
to The Star.”

In the flush of vietory

— and bey, were they
bucked! — they gra-
ciously transmitied it
for me. At 10.30 the
council ciesed its busi-
ness, gave itself a round
of applause and sent il-
seif off to the plenary.

press gallery was.treal-
ed to the sight of opr TV
and photographic col-
leagues charging, like a
¢razy caravan of cam-
era eguipment, up the
right of the auditorium
on to the main floor

But at 11.08, as Mr
Justice Ismail Mabomed
took his place at the po-
divm and opened the
proceedings, I fell
curiously flai. Théle was
no fanfare, no roll of the
kettle-drum, just the
judge speaking hi§'emo-
tional and rather fiorid
introduction. %)

Rolfed ouf

Or so it seemed. While
obviously appropriate to
such an occasion, il feli
out of kilter wilh the
state of the delegates,
whose excitemenl was
gradually being.pver-
come by fatigue,

The speeches . -were
droll. Mandela had (he
advaniage of being first.
i thought Jerry Coova-
dia was good: hé gave
the AVU a snotkiap
about presuming (o give
the negotiators a_lesson
on democracy. !

That woke people up
for & minute but b} the
time we rolled ogt of
there, nearly 4% Hours
later, it was like ?x-.n'd
sat through Ben |Hur
iwice '

1 thougit I'd havg one
drink, just to fire up the
eogine sufficiently to gel
heme. Then that dt
parly, Cyril's one, -
ed and, weil, we won't go
into that again :




A SMALL army of buckstage workers
atfended to the negotiators’ physical
needs, helping to keep them en the
ralis. Chisef Reporter JOHN PERLMAN
spoke o some of them and found @
tommon thread: pride In helping to
shaps history.

~THE talks that produced the new constitu-
‘tion this week took long enough, but how
much longer might they have dragged on
if the negotiators had been hungry, disor-
ganised and nervous?

That they weren't is testimony to the efforts
of a small army of peeple — caterers, security
guards, typists and secretaries — who all take
pride in the fact that they too, in their own
ways, have helped to sbape history.

Take Anton Human (26), for instance, bangueting
manager at the World Trade Centre.

‘I Minister Roelf Meyer, let's say, asks for a plale
01 lood, we know what be wants — mestly vegetables,
‘pol too mueh meat — and if be drinks wine il's
always Zonnebloem Premier Grand Cru,” Human
Says.

"Good calering is when people don’t have to spell
out every detail. It just means they have one less
thiog to worry about.”

One parl of Human's job has been lo make sure
that individual needs are met. Another has been en-

suring that the flow of food and drink keeps step with

the {wists and turns of the falks.

+“Teday {Wednesday's plenary session) il was sup-
phsed (o be just luncheon. Now we are getling ready
for dinner,” he says

» For a man suddenly called on to provide another

DRAINED: Long sessions took their tell on Roel
Meyer, @ Photogruph: MYKEL NICOLAOU

major meal for 1000 people, be looks prelty calm.
“I's no hassle. If 1 had to go to an eighti-to-five job
every day, I'd be hysterical

Catering will continue, but Human admils it won't
be quite the same.

“I'll miss the people, Roelf Meyer and Cyril Rama-
phesa espectally. Al of us do feel there is something
different about this job. We're part of making history,
and it's been exciting.”

The securily guards at the talks — a multiparty
force drawp primarily from the SAP and Umbkhonto
we Sizwe (MK) also talk with a strong sense of
pride.

“We are combatanis, we worked throughout our
lives for such a thing,” says Jude Francis, who
spent five years on Robben Isiand for involvement in
MK operations.

“Thal makes it more than just a job.”

Says Sergeant Lawrence Coetzee (25) of the SAP’s
VIP protection unit: “I feel proud. Hislory is being
made here”

Some members of this mullipariy force believe
they may have achieved more than just securing
delegates’ safely. “It's an example of what can be
done in a bigger way,” says Captain Eugene van Eck
(27), one of the joint operaticnal commanders.

“It wasn'l easy. In the early days there was dis-
trust, but it helped thal we took young guys wko are a
little bit mere broad-minded, and nol the older po-
licemen whe had to work with things like the Iniernal
Security Acl.”

Now, says Coetzee, “if there’s a problem we try {o
sort It out belween us”.

The experience gained by the administrative staff
will almosi ceriainly be used — most have applied
for jobs with the Transitional Executive Council or
the Independent Electoral Commission.

“The fact that they have been working here, their
sensitivity and understanding of the process, shouid
count o their favour,” says administration chief
Theuns Eloff..

He and assistant Gillian Hutchings have had the
closest possible view of the talks, sitling as they
do in the Negotialing Courcil and the planning com-
mittee. “It's made me realise that despite what peo-
ple zay about peliticians, their job isn’t easy,” says
Hutchings. “The stress is incredible. I've got a lot of
respect for a lot of them.”

The taiks have taken a central place in their lives
“Because it's such ap intense process it aimost cuts
you off from everything else,” sayz Elofi

Says Hulehings: “1t wili ieave a big gap In my life
when ii's over.” }

¢
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Remember it’s
election time

- HERE is no doubt that the

spirit of camaraderie and

celebration at the World

Trade Centre this week was

genuine, It is likely that the friend-

ship established by Cyril Ramapho-

sa and Roelf Meyer will continue

even after the good ship Talks has
been steered successfully to port.

But South Africans must now
brace themseives for a change in
the wind, something clearly sig-
nalled by Nelson Mandela last week
when he used the platform of a
Natal meeting to tear strips off De
Klerk and the Nats in general.

It’s election time now, a competi-
tion that will grow fiercer as April
27 comes closer.

That, after all, is the way it goes
everywhere in the world. Don’t ex-
pect leaders to be singing each
other’s praises. Don't expect com-
pliments to be thrown like confetti,
as we had when the ANC and the
Nats were contriving a marriage of
minds.

If South Africans take fright at
the rhetoric; if they probe each

. statement deeply for meaning and a

- climate of gloom sets in, we will be

» undoing much of the good that has
been done.

The fact is that the race is now on
and no one wants to finish second.

Hard words are going to be
hurled. We should expect it. And if
insults are the only thing flying
around, we can count ourselves for-

. tunate indeed.
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THINGS will pever be
quite the same again, now
that they've wrapped up
their  business gt the
,{World Trade Centre, Now
that they have their new
" South Africa, draft consti.
totlon, new provineial

: Bt‘mndarjeset al,
M "Quite: the same™? No,
©:slrike that Simply make

“H “things will never ever

-*be the same again -

-period”,
2< We dor't know whether

Oyt Ramaphosa, Roelf

- Meyer and Co quite real-

* dse 3, but ag good a fob

: 38 they may haye done,
they’ve alsp fampered the
»-hell ont of tradition,

. i, Never mind the pation-

-al_anthem, what about

’ bi»IJ;sh’edees? You realise
that seon we'll be singing
"Daar onder in die mielies
lgy die nuwe PWY _ 7

imagine

And if you think {ha{'s a
mouthfui, imagine shoyt-
!J;% "Come on the PWys
at Ellis Park
"Come {o think of i,
Bert’s ' some news for
Louis Luyt. He might as
well return (hat golden
¢halice to the South Afri-
cBi Rugby Foolball Union
al its beadquarters in (he
“Cepe Meltropolis”, Right

now. Yes, Transvaal wop
the Currie Cup for the
first time in 21 years in

KwaZu!u/Nalal,
in October — byt ji was
also the iast time,

How 30? Well, the Pwy
might gel ihe chance to
defend it, byt Transvaal
never will,

Betler Luyt than neyer
though, hey [oyis?

H they get their inde-
pendence, things aren’y
likely o change thai
much in KwaZulu/Natai
Alter all, Jap Melntosh
will slill get the majori-
ty of his players for New
Zealand and ihe World
Cup squad from the same
area. And now he can cal}
them the Protea-Zuly-
Boks.

Elsewhere, hewever,
things might not be quile
80 bright and gay Indeed,
come to think of if, the
Roelf 'n Cyri} Show is
going io have quite a lot
to answer for ameong the
country’s rughy foik.

A guick squiz at the pew
South Africa map shows
that Johanneshurg and
Pretoria will soon be in
the same PWYV proviace
Now how are You going (o
contain {he egos of Gom
Louis and Hentie Serfon-
tein, formerly of the Biue
Bulls, in the same rughy

ries bound to ¢

bR

WHEN they
annevnced thay the
new SA would he
divided into nine
reglons, they didn’s
reolise what they
were doing
(ospecially in the
world of rugby),

writes Sports Editor
MIKE SHAFTO.

et e

nnion?
On the other hand, if the
€an agree on (he eo-
iours — a5 3 combination

S O

I

|

e g A S

light blue, red angd white
could make speclators
fairly bitons, one imag.
ires — the PWY coulg be-

ollapse scrum¢'

come  the  permaneni
holders of the Currie Cup
Northern Transvaal

with places like Ellisras,
Sovipansberg ang Thaba-
Zmbi to choose from,
could 2000 become the
Permanent holders of ,
Gew cup to be called (he
Hicksville Trophy.

WP, by the looks of it,
will change to WC, but
that’s not exactly inapt at
the present time

According to the pew
map, with its lists of
towas, Stelienbosch would
Seem (o have disappearad,

umably it i3 cop-
tained in Cape Metropolis,
Be that as it may, we al)
know what Doc ‘must be
doing right now . . 10, not

turniog in his grave. Spit-
ting blood is more like it

Doc had a3 favgurite
joke. He used to say the
mayoress of Koekenaap
was invited to kick off -
game (o open the town’s
new fleld. Afterwargs al
the cockiall party, she
told the loca) players: “]
never kmew if.was g5
muck fun. Or Iy bave
asked 10 Rick ai) your
balis off this seasop

That is probabiy what
Danle Craven js eonien;-
plating for the negotiators
&t this moment.

Ah well . . spe you at
FWY Park next season.
Perhaps even the price of
privale boxes wi) be
down,

~._.._._..,._.-..._-—..___._.-__.________ ——



