
1'?

MEMBERSHIP OF THE. OAU COORDINATING COMMI'I'I‘EE/

FUNDING OF OPERATIONAL BUDGET OF

THE BUREAU FOR REFUGEES '

65.. . Un the decision of the UAU Commission of 15 en Refugees to open up the Member—

ship of the Committee to new I‘tten'ibet‘s, the Chairman gave a backgromtd leading to the

decision. Some of the issues he stressed were 2‘ '

i) the inability of the Bureau for Refugees to carry out its operational activities

due to lack of funds; anti

ii) the failure of the Coordinating Committee to fund over the years-budgets which

it had itself helped te prepare.

66, After these preliminary remarks by the. Chairman, 8-. number of delegations wondered

why the Bureau had not prepared a pregramme of activities for presentation to the Com—

mittee. Such a programme they opined, would have assisted the Committee in reaching

certain decisions especially on the provision efvfuhds for the operational activities of the

Bureauo ’

672‘. In reactimt to this observatien, the Secretariat informed the Committee that this

approach had, indeed, beenthe practice in the past; but becaUse of the chronic failure

of the Committee toeven consider contributing the minimum to the budgetof the Bureau,

the =_practice has hat? to be steppedc ‘

68" The Secretariat further recalled its frustration overthis matter and the decision

of, the UAU ”Cemrtxissienef 15 on Etefugees t0 redemmend to the UAU Councilef Ministers

the establishment of a Special ’Etefugee Contingency Fund to enable the UAU Bureau for

Refugees to” carry out its operatimal activities. This Fund, it was explained, amounted

to 1% of the total budget of the UttU in any given year. The expenses related to the

award of scholarships to refugees? the establishment of incortte generating projects as

well as the publication. of the Newsletter : "African RefugeeSWhave all been...met;from

this Fund..

69. In a collaborative statement, the Chairman of the UAU Commission ef 15 on

Refugees endorsed the Secretariat's informationo He added that indeed the Commission

at one point almost took a decision to abolish the Committee altogethero However, such

./.18. . .
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EMPLOYMENT0F REFUGEE)VINCOME GENERATING ACTIVITIES

57.. J The Committee took note oftthe difficulties the Bureau. for Refugees continues

to face in securing enmioymem opportuni111.5 fc1 111111131183 ir1 1J1embe1 States of the

UAU r18119562 (iifficul‘ties9 it was 011361st 5113111 £10111 1111‘: p1oblem of unemployment

facing most Africancountries but in same cases because of the difficulties in obtain-

ing work pe1111115 for refugees as 8111111151 111 111is connection, the Committee once again

expresses satisfaction with UAU'S prommion £1110 funding of income generating projects

in favour .of refugees.

58. The Committee therefore RECOMMENDED as follows :

' i) "1116 pronmtion of i11cor1’1e genemting activities should be linked "co thorough

market research ‘10 ensure available and regular markets for the precincts

from such projectso

ii) Réfugee sewing organisations should consiaer absorbing qualified refugees,

'with special attention also be givento the 110331111111,7 of attaChing qualified

" refugees 111- 111.1public or priva1.12: sectors in 1111311113621 States of the CAU in

order to enable the refugees to acquire the necessary skillso

iii) Member States should consider issuing work permits to refugees without

undue constmin‘tso

INFORMATION DISSEMINATIOH

59. 1116 Committee apprematea the constraims facing: the Bureau fo1 kiefugees in

terms of inadequaw personnel to man 11116 11110111111011 Unite ConseqUen‘tly, the

00111111111111 RECOMMENDED as follows :1

i) There is a crying need to increase the number of officers Within the information

unit.

ii) There is also 11111119116 for regain? exchange of information between theBureau

for Refugees 211161119 members of the Coordinating: Cbi'nmiitee 011-1116 one hand,

and between 1.116 UAU Bureau far. ._,waugees.ar1d. other voluntary organizations

on the other hand.

iii) The Bureau for Refugees should update its mailing list in order to widen the

area of circulation of its 11191131111181 "'African Refugees"

1/16.“
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[31. The Assistant Secretary-Geneml singled out the role of voluntary agencies for

commedetion and remarked that it was 111 recogxiitieh of this role that the Steering I

Committee had decided to establish eCentae‘t Group comprising iCVA, Iiii'i‘ER—- A

AC1111111 FAVDC and AACC to artiwlate NCO views as far as Conference is

concerned. Besides, iCVA would be rraeking a statement on behalf of the 11(30

Cemmenity.i1e concluded by appealing to invited 116113 to insure a high level and

effec11ve participation in the said confe1ence.

GENERAL DEBATE

[£121- in ti1e debate that ensued, the Committee made general remarks, sought and

Obtaineci claeifications on variousissues regarding the International Conferrence.

The Committee commended the Bureau for Refugees for the very informative and

detailed 1eports. Special note was taken of the Bureau‘s brilliant coverage of the

Refugee Situation 0n the Continent, 1‘he Committee also took note with satisfaction

the efforts being made by CAU Iv1embe1' States concerned to tackle the root causes

of the refugee problem on the continent andappealed to the CAU Commission of 15

on Refugees to continuewith their efforts to help find ..durab1e..sol11tions to the

Refugee problem.

‘T

11-3.- Vn the question of Education and "1‘reining for refugees in Africa, an issue that

gene1ateu a great deal 01 1nte1esr. and debate, the Committee noted the inability

, of many organizations to fund the eeucation of refugees because of high tuition and

other fees charged by ‘veeieus institutions in some OA'U 1*1/1en1ber13tates. In the same

vein9 the Committee observed that sometimes refugees have had to be sent to private

Schoels because there were no vacancies in government educatidnal institutions which

charged lower feeso ‘

1411111. The Committee further observed that there were still some UAU Member States

which continue to charge economic fees thus limiting the capacity of organizations

to sponsermore st11dent31 But at the same time,.countries within Southern Africa

were neted to have waived economic fees on refugees.

1115;.- The Cmamittee expressed concem ever the fact that most of the time trained

reifigees cannot secure jobs and expressed the hope that Member‘-u’tates of the UAU,

Organizations and refugee serving agencies would consider providing employmentto

such trained refugees.

./11...



241. After the election, the outgoing Chairman, Dr. I. Hoke congratulated the

new Chairman and his Bureau on their election. He paid tribute to the government

and people of IVialawi for the typically African hospitality extended to refugees from

. ; es_ister State. He exhorted the committee and the CAU to continue to; interact in their

common effort to solve the problem of refugees in Africa. The outgoing Chairman noted

with sausfactmn the Steps currently being deployed by member States concerned to tackle

the root causes of the refugee problem. Thereafter, the representative of the United

Nations Commissioner. for N21111111111 paid a-glowin’g tribute to Dr. Neko, far his dedicated

service to the Committee and Africaas a Whole. His personal commitment to the cause

of African refugees and gentle nature have endeared him to the entire membership of the

Comnuttee. In seconding the mation, the representativenf Amnesty International remarked

that during the period that Dr. 110K0 was Chairman, there were many positive developments

on the refugee scene as well as in the field of human rights on the continent. He wished

“Jr Dr. Hoke ”every success in the years. ahead. V

./7..‘.



29.. On the Southern African situation, the representative of the Secretariat reiterated

that the root cause of the refugee problem in this region is apartheid coupled with prete-

ria‘s support for the surrogate gangs operating in, especially, Angola and Mozambique.

He reminded the Committee of the brutal activities of the bandits. which have left

thousands of, people dead, others displaced within and outside their countries of origin,

drawing attention of the Committee t0 the recently published report on Mozambique by

the US Government. He dis'closed that currently there are about 6 million displaced

persons in Seuti‘nem Africa.

3Q.- In concluding this part of the report, he appealed to the Internationanl Community

to bring pressureto bear on the Pretoria regime to dismantle its abhorent policy of apart—

heid, and end its policy of destabilisationof Governements in the Erontline and neighboring

I States-c ' ' ' ,

31.. The Representative of the fiecretatiat then drew the attention of the Committee

to the second part of the Report which dealt with the activities of the Bureau fer Refu-

gees- i‘nthe area of Education and training, Research and Placement and Information

disseminatiOno.

32- (in Education and "training, the attention of the Committee was drawn to the fact

. that because of lack of funds, the (MN Bureau for Refugees has not been able to provide

scholarships to as many refugees as it would have wished to do. Member States of the

GAU have not been ablete provide scholarships. to refugees either, because of economic

problems» 5

~33,» -.. 0n the impositionof economic fees, the Committee was informed that the Com-

mission of 15 on Refugees has taken up this matter with the Member States concerned

with an appeal to them. to waive these feeso

:31.» tn the area of Research and Placement, he informed the Committee of the

researeh work that had been carried out during the period under review by the Bureau

for Refugees on the refugee situation in twenty nine Member States. Additionally, an

exercise is currently under way to categorise all OAU Resolutions dealing with the

refugee situation in Africa.

./9...



ANY OTHER BUSINESS

80‘- The Representative of the Lutheran“: World Federation (ire the attention of the

Committee to the U» State Department Report on Ivtozembique and requested for its

circulation for the information of members. The Committee was informed by the

Secretariat that indeed such a report had been circulated to all Member States of the

UAU during the £58m Session of the GAU council of Ministerso In addition, copies

were made available to the members of the Coordinating Committee and Observers

alike. The Committee recommended that the Commission 0f 1%; on Refugees should

monitor c'ievelopments in this matter.

VISITS T0 REFUGEE CAMPS IN NSANJE AND DEDZA DISTRICTS

8.1- The members of the Committee as well as ebseWers spent two days after the

discussions visiting a number of refugee camps in the Nsanje and Dedza districts of

Malawio The members and observers were accommied .bythe Principal Secretary

in the Ministry of Health, Dre Kamvanzina, Principal Secretary, Office of the Pre-

sident and Cabinet as well as Party Officials,

' ’the vxslts afforded the membes and observers the opportumty to assess on the

spot the gravity of the situation facing Malawi. It was observed that in Nsanje district

there were over 2680 new arrivals from I‘vwzambique in a single day while another 5060

arrived in the Ivtulange district on the day of the visit to the campso

83. The problems currently facing Malawi include shortage of water supply, and"

health as well as educational facilities. It was, however, observed that despite her

own problems Ivtalewi was determined to share her own resources with nationals of 21

Sister State. The Committee therefore again appealed to the international Community

to extend increased assistance to Malawi. Malawi was commended fer her generous

and humanitarian policy towards the refugees.

81‘“ fter the visits, and there being no other business, the Committee's work closed on

a June 1988.



35 ._ 1h connectien with the placement of refugees, the Committee was informed that

a number of countries which had pledged to offer employment opportunities to refugees

have been eentacted with an appeal to them to expedite action on the placement of

qualified refugees. Additionally, the Bureau for Refugees has since 1986 funded a total

of 28 income generating projects infaveur of Refugees worth <US$52‘5,238.82 Meanwhile,

the OAU Bureau for Refugees has indentif‘ied some other DAU Member States where in~

come generating projects in favour of refugees would be established.

36. 0n the dissemination of information, the Committee was informed that the

Bureau's Newsletter "African Refugees" remains the main organ for such an activity.

He drew the attention of the Committee to constraints of the Bhr’eau for Refugees in

this area of refugee service. because of theshortage of funds as well as personnel. ’

'37, The third part of the report which dealt 'with the efforts of the Bureau for

Refugees to implement recommedationsof the last session of the Committee dwelt on

such issues as the review of the Membership of the Committee, contributions to the

‘ operational budget of the Bureau for Refugees, the need for Member States to provide

Primary Health care for Refugees and the admission of the Association of African

Universities into the membership of the UAU Refugee Scholarship Committee.

38. On the final part of the report, the representative of the Secretariat also informed

the Committee of the envisaged International Conference on the Plight of Refugees,

Returnees and Dispaleed Persons in Southern Africa enumerating .its objectives and the

preparatory activities thet have se-far been carried out by the Steering Committee.

'39, The representative also informed the Committee about some of the meetings and

conferences that staff members of theBureau for Refugees have participated in during

the past year?

1.0. In a complementary report oh the preparations for the said International Con-

ference, the ASsistant Secretary General in charge of Political Affairs informed the

Comittee that various aspects of the preparatory activities have in fact been‘finalised

by the Steering Committee. These included documentation and theadoption of a Public

Information Plan; invitation to Member States of the OAU and UN and to various

Internatienal and Non Govermental organizations;

J10...
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60. INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE I'PLIGHT OF REFUGEES,

RETURNEESAND DISPLACED PERSONS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

62M. On the forthcoming Inteen-atienal Conference, the Committee appreciated the

recognition given to the P016 of NGU'S by the "UAUO _ Clarification was sought and

obtained as to the venue, EGO participation and documentation.

62,. The Committee noteci the importance of the Conference to NGO'S and wondered

Whether there would be a forum for NGO interaction during the Conference. The

Assistant Secretary General who had earlier briefed the Committee drew its attention

to the fact that the Conference would last only 3 days; thus, its deration does not allow

for exhaustive exchange of views among the NGG'so He, however, assured theCommitt'ee

I that the views of the NGU'S would be properly articulated by ICVfit which would be

addreSsing. the Conference on behalf of theuNGO community. ‘ i

63*. On the relationship between the envisagedCenference and KCARA II, the Committee

was‘informed that whereas the latter dealt With refugees on the whole continent and was

a pledging Conference, the forthcoming Conference would address a new and specific

problem within one of the sub-regions of the continent, and bes-ides,‘it was. notapledging

Conference as such.

64. The Committee took note of the importance of the s'aidlnternational Conference

not only to Africa but also to the International community including Non—Governmental

Grganizations. It also took note with satisfaction the role assigned to the NGG com-

munity in the Conference.

65., . in light of the above observations, the L‘emmittee RECOMMENDED as follows :

i) b:on-Governmental Urganizatiens should participate effectively and at high

level in the said, international Conference.

ii) 1ton—Gevernmental Organizations should consider increasing their assistance

- to refugees and displaced persons as well as the countries of asylum.

J17...
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a decision was postponed pending the submission of a report oby a Sub—Committee of

the Coordinating Committee on the'whele question of fund: raising to meet the operational

needs of the Bureau for Refugees.

7Q. ' Oh the legal 9115111011 tqith regard to fund raising or contributions to the operational

‘ budget of the Bureau, the Cahirman felt that in the adherstanding (1f the Commission of

15 on Etefugees, it was part of the responsibility of the Committee to contribute to

. the eperational budget of the Bureau. He reminded the Committee that the Commission

was still expecting theSub-Committee'5 Report.

.71.. The Chairman also raised a numbee of issues related to the implementation of the

recommeneations of the [111evious session of the Ccmmitte1e, namely,the failure of the

Secretariat to present documents to the Committee a month or so in advance as had been

“directed and the absence (if a list indicating the invited observer organizations.

7.52.. " The Chairman of the Coordinatihg Committee in heacctien to the queries raised by

the Chaitman ofthe Commission of ‘15 (111 mefugees, Stated that the Sub—Committee met

once since its establishment but 11ad not yet c011pleted its 111ork The Committee, there—

fore, directed that theS11b~Committee should eonti..11e with the exercise to enable it

to week out modalities on how funds could be raised for the operational activities of the

Bureau. The Committee also requested theSub—Committee to report to it during its

next session.

'73. 'E'he Representative of the All Africa Conference of Churches, His Lordship Bishop

BWamwoae, in a solemn statement drew the attention of the Committee to the serious

nature of the refugee situation in Africa. He took note of the efforts of the various .

organizations including the CAU to tackle this problem of refugees in Africa. In this

connection, he emphasisec’s the need to 111aintair1 the OAU Coordinating Committee as

an operational organ and partner of the CAU He, therefore, appealed to both bodies to

' continue to stress the fac1111‘s that unite them in thei1 common effort to serve Africa's

refugees and displaCed persons. The twe-bodies,_ he observed, needed eaCh ether and that

the channels of communication between the two bodies should always be kept open.

Followingthis, the Committee endorsed the statement of the representative of the AACC.

“/llgi o a
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Progress Report on the Activities of the OAU Bureau for Refugees -

Document BR/CG—CTTEE/79 April 1987 - May 1988

25,, in his introduction of this item, a representative of the GAU Secretariat I

reviewed the-general refugee situation in Africa since the Committee's last session

in Monrovia, Liberia, in iviatch,1987. Therepresentative of‘the Secretariat informed

the Committee that in independent Africa there has been a wind of change blowing

through the refugee scene in the sense that there have been efforts by affected

Member States te tackle the root causes of teh refugee problem. In the Horn, some

 Member States that had been in conflict resulting in refugee inflUxes have recently

' redoneiled their differences to the point of restoring diplomatic relations.

26. The misunderstanding between the two sister States of Libya and Tchad assumed

a new and positiVe dimension recently when the former decided to recognise the govem-

' ment in I'Idjarnena' with a-pledge te repatriateChadian prisoners ef. War in Libya to

their eeuntry. ’

25. In North Africa, two states which had been in conflict over the Western Sahara,

namely; Algeria and Morocco decided to restore diplomatic relations after a break of

almost twelve years, In addition, the two States have undertaken to work for a durable

solution to the problem. The representative of the gecretariatdisclosed that a number

bf Zimbabwean refugees in Botswana had registered to return home following the decla-

ration of a general aralneSty by the Government of Z'mbabwe. A. similar positive deve-

lopment relating to negotiatiens to end the conflict is currently unfolding in the Sudan.

27, He neXt drew the attention of the Committee to the co‘rn'mendable efforts‘éf the

Uganda Governmenttto bring back home her nationals who haVe been living in' other

countries as refugees. These positive developments, the representative of the Secre—

tariat remarked, ate in the right direction and should be encouraged and supported to

enable these refugees to ret‘mvn to their countries of originso that they can live” normal

and dignified lives onCe again. ' U ‘ I I ‘

./8.‘..
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11.

63.

Eleetion of the Bureau for 1988/1989.

Statement of outgoing chairman.

Consideration of the report on the activities of the OAU Bureau for-Refugees.

Progress report on the preparation for the international Conference 611 the

Plight of Refugees,Returnees and Displaced Persons in SouthernAttica. .

Individual reportsen the activities of members of the OAU Coordinating

Committee on Assistance to Refugees.

Individualreports on the activities of- observer organmatmnlagenczes to the

OAU Coordinating Committee on Assistance to refugees.

Any other business.

Visit to some refugees camps in ivialawi..,(MANGGCi-ii,'NSANJE and ‘DEDZA

DISTRICTS)

ORGANIZATION OF WORK

The. Committee agreed to the following working hours. 2

Morning - 09.00 - 13.011

Afternoon — 14.30 - 19.80

ELECTION OF THE BUREAU FOR 1933/89

The Representative of the United Nations Commissioner for Namibia proposed

the following organizations to consitute the Bureau for 1988/89. It was seconded by

the representative of the World Health Organization. The Committee unanimously

endorsed the preposalo

1. Chairman - Mr. D.J¢B. Mpyisi -— (1L0)

2. Vice-Chairman - Bishop C.K. Bamwoze- AACC

3. Rapporteur — i‘vir. Tom Kataika - CARITAS

./6...
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. 1. . The 18
l. ”to Refugees1n Africa was officially opened on Thursday 2

DRAFT REPORT OF THE 18TH ORDINARY SESSION .OFTHE OAU

COORDINATINGCOMMITIEE OH WSTANCE TO REFUGEES IN

3 AFRICA, MANGOCHI MALAWI, 1-8 JUNE 1988’ -

OPENING

th ordinarysessionof the OAU Coordinating Committee on Assistance

"dJune, 1988byHon. E.C.J.
Bwanali, MP, Minister of Health of the 13epub1ie of Malawi, under_ the Chairmanship

of Rev. Dr. Ismael Noko of the Lutheran World Federation.

1 2, I  _ 111 hisstatemeht, the Minister, onbehalf of the L1fePres1dent of Malawi,

Ngwazi Dr. KamuzuBamia, welcmueaparticipants and observersto the meeting and

W1shed them a happy stay in Malawi. He drew the attention of the Committee to the

1 ever increasing number of refugees in Africa, a situation that has assumed Velarming

preportionsl. He attributed the phenomenon 0f asylum-seeking to civil strife, drought

and famine on the~continent....,,The Minister-remarked that because of the current global

economic crisis which has adversely affected the continent, Africa has continued to

' find it more and more difficult toadequatelycatenfioriheneeaeofrefugees.

.1 __ 31.. g 1 Hecomrhehdedthe work of the OAUdommissionOf 15 on Refugeee and of

the OAU Bureau for Refugees andpledged Malawi8 support £01 the OAU's efforts1n

findingmdurablesolutions to the problem of Refugees. The Nimieter disclosed that in

the last half of 1986, Malawi experiencedincreasedinfluxes of refugees from Mozam-

bique in the wake of behditry - activities which have Continued to cause untold human

4 suffering and extensive damage to property. He further diSClOSed that to date Malawi

is host to over 500,000 Mozambican refugeesend this figure is in fact on theincrease

as in other countries of the Southern region. ‘ '

1 4.1 » , He statedthat prior to 1986, the Government of Malawi was solely responsible

- for the care and maintenanceof the refugees. ‘

.5. He pinpointed land shortage as one of the main problems facingthe govern-

ment in its efforts to cater for the needs of the refugees. In addition, a number of

social and economic facilities have been over stretched as a result of the large influx

of refugees into the the cwniry.....fied18closect1hetihegoveenmentofMalawi has

./‘2...



18. Ambassador Mibenge reviewed the refugee situation in Africa ofitlinihgthe

efforts of various Member States concernedtotackle the root causes of the problem.

He specifically pointed} eut theupositive deyelyopmhents taking placein Eastern, and

Central Africa and “the rehpmchment between the parties to the confli‘ctlih? the Horn

and the Sudan He called on the international community to Icehtihue to encourage

these moves in order toachievedurable 90111t10ns t0 the refugee problem 011 the

continent. ' ' ‘ ' ' ' ' ' '

19. The Ambassador finally expressed the gratitude of the OAU to voluntary and

1 international organizations for the assistance they continue to give to Africaand

appealed to them toincrease this assistance; , '

1 , 20. Afterthese statements, the Chairmah thanked theMmlster, Hon. Bwanah ,

for sparing his valuable time to open the sessieh. He, on behalf of theCommittee

end observers requested the Minister to convey to H.E. the L1fe President of the

Republic of Malawi, IlgwaziDr. Kamuzu Benda,the thanks and gratitude of the

Comm1ttee fer the receptIon and hospitalityextended 10all participants and

observers.

_ EarlieronWednesday IStJune, members of the Comfiitteemmmm

Chiumbagemi Refugee camp in I11angochi D1'st1rict._~

2:1 .1 -. --AGENDA »

After minor amendments the cammmee, adoptedl'thelfellmving agenda".

. 1) Statement by Hen. EC.I. ‘131W13111z-1119M.P.,

Minister ofHealth;

. 10 Statement by II.E. Ambassador 11' 1111111 Tadesse, ; ,

_. OAU Assistant secretary—General in charge of Political Affairs.

' iii)" ' statement by 11.13. Ambassador 3.1-1. 111ibengé‘,
' ' Chairmen“ 0f theOAU Commission" ofFifteen on Refugees.

2. Adoption of proposed agenda

3. Organization of work /5
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AFRICAN CHARTER 0N HUMAN AND PEOPLES RIGHTS

'76. The Committee took note with satisfaction the entry into force in October 1986

Of the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights, the election of the African

Commission on “Human and Peoples' Rights and the decision by the Assembly of Iieads of

State and Government of the GAU to establish a Secretariat of the Commission in Banjtil,

Gambia. The Committee therefore RECOMMENDED that :

i) the 01313} Cort1rr1iSsienshould continue to urge 313er1ber States that have not

yet done so to consider ratifying the said charter and to adhere strictly to

the p11(1V1s1ens of the said cha13er; and

ii) the Bureau fer~ Refugees should consider making available to the Committee the

reports of the Human and Peoples' Rights Commissiono

77' At the end of thedebat-e and follmving the «Ubservations and Recommendations,

the Committee adopted the Report of the Bureau for Refugees for the period Apri11987

” 303133137 3988.

REPORT OF INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF

THE (20111111111111 AND OBSERVERS

7.8.3 1111111111113 of the Committee and Gbservers presented individual reports on the

activities of their erganiza3iens in favour of refugeeso ’3he said reports were circulated

- ameng 1're1'1'1ber organizations and: are available at the OAU Bureau for Refugees.

33epertsfrom observe1 ormmaatwns ere also available at the Bureau for::efugees.

- These reports would be summarised bythe Secretariat and circulated to all members of

the Committee as well as to 111311eetea hen—members

DATED AND VENUE

7.91- ("'1 ~ 1 . 1 1 1 . h . -
the cetermmatlen 0f the Gate and venue of the 19“ sesswn was left to the

secretariat it being understood that consultations weuld be held between the Bureau for

Refugees and the Bureau of the Coordinating Committee.

./21...
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RESEARCH

52., On the Research activities of the CAD Bureau for Refugees, the Committee

advised the Bureau to identify ar‘eas" where research was needed to facilitate better

policy making and programme dévelopment for refugees.

53-.- The attention of the Secretariat was drawn to the recommendation made during
' ' ‘th ‘

the 16

Bureau for Refugees “v.0 make use of-”~the various Universitieson the Continent and to

ordinary session cf the Con‘mai‘tztee held in Harmafiimbabwe,‘ calling uponlthe

involve the relevant Faculties in its.,r.esearch activities.

SA. A number of organizations informed the Committee of. their research activities

and said. they were prepared to collaborate with the CAU Bureau for the Refugees in

this area of refugee Servicec It was, 'wwever, noted that funding wasvery vital if

institutions in Member States were to carry out research work for the Bureau for

Refugees.

155.9 The Assistant Secretary GeneraLinmchargeof PoliticalAffairsalsodisclosed

to the Committee that there Were moves Within his Departmen‘a‘. to carryout research

work on various issues of concern to the continent in so far as this résearch work would

.be relevant in the discharge of the duties assignedio. the UAU Secretariat He

cautioned against research which is‘ merely done for academic purposes emphasizing

that research work must be practical am} should lead to helpin the understandingand

3 solution of, problems facing the Comment.

OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS _

J14. . .
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, EDUCATION AND TRAINING .
OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

51;, The committee took note of the activities of the OAU Bureau for the

Refugees in the area of education and training of refugees and the constraints . .

faced by the latter iri the provisien of more scholarships to refugees because of

the lack of funds. Note was also taken of the high tution and other fees charged

to refugees in certain Member States of the OAU. it also recognised the need for ' '

refugees to be given the type of education that wouldmake them self employed .or v

employable-. In this connectien the Committee RECOMMENDED ;:

i)

. m.

iii)

Member States. of the OAU concerned should consider waiving economic '

fees in favour of refugees ; they should also consider providing'places

in their educational institutions for refugeeso "in this regard the Committee

appealed to the (MU Commission of '21 5. to pursue these issues with conCerned

”Members States and to keep the Committee informed of the outcome.

Spons'ot'ing. organizations should consider placing refugee students in

educational institutiOns with systems'that relate to those obtaining in their

countries of origin in Order to avoid possible dangers 0f alienation;

Refugee serving organizations should promote basicand integrated education

for the refugees-in order to provide them with certain basic skills which will

facilitate their integration in their countries of asylum and enable them to

find a point of entry into the economies of their countries of origin when

. they‘ eventually return home.

iv) Member States should consider devising a well thought out policy in the pro-

vision of education within theframewerk of the resources available to

governments, beating in mind the needs of the refugees as well as the manpower

requirements of Member States.
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11. On the OAU Coordinating Committee, the Assistant Secretary-Geneml

recalled the decision of the GAO Cemmission of 15 on Refugees to review the

’ role and activities of the Committee in light of the continued failure Of the

Commitee to Carry out some of its responsibilities especially vaith'regard to the

funding of the operational activities of the Bureau for Refugees.

12.- He touched onthe documentation for the meeting indicating that the -,

documentsdeal basically with theactivities offltheOAU Bureau for Refugees in

favour of refugees in-Africa.

13. The Assistant Secretary-General‘ paid tribute to MalaWi andtv-the. other--Southern

African countries for their determination to provide for the needs of the refugees

and displacedpersonsin theregion despite their own problems. In conclusion, he

announced that following the visit of the missionnf the OAU Commission of 15 on

Refugees to Malawi last. year and resulting from the concern of the OAU over the

plight of the refugees in the country ”and the burden placed on the country, the OAU

had decided to‘meke e finenciaICOntribution of US$50,000 to support the efforts of

the government of htalawi in providing for the emergency 'needshfihe refugees.

14. The Assistant Secretary—Generel added that an officer from the OAU Bureau

for Refugee8wc>uld soon be visiting Malawi to consult with the authorities on the

possibility of establishing income generating'projects in favour of the refugees.

15. Finally, he appealed to international organizations and voluntary agencies

to increase their assistance. to Malawi to enable her to cope mOre effectively with

the refugee problem.

16. The Chairman of the OAU Commission of 15 on Refugees, H..E.-' Lt. Gen. B.N.

Mibenge who is also Ambassador of Zambia to the People's Democratic Republic of

Ethiopia, also made a statement te the Committee.

17. On the situation in Southern Africa, Ambassador I‘v’iibenge associated himself

with the sentiments expressed by the Assistant Secretary-General over the ever

worsening situation of refugees in Southern Africa in general and in Malawi in partt-

cular. He reiterated that the denial of human and other basic rights by the Pretoria

regime has contributed significantly to the problem of refugeesin. Southern Africa.
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acceded to the 19517 UN Genvehtien‘; 11;” 1196171 Protbcol 011‘ fiefugees as well as

ratified the 1969 UAU Convention Governing the specific Aspects of the Refugee

Problems.
‘ “, I I

6. The Minister paid tribute to fine various voluntary and other international

“organizations and the international community for the various ferms of assistance

.. LeXtended tothe government of ifialawi. He finally called 011theOAUtotaek‘le the

'3 root Causes of the Refugee problemin Africa. ' '
#11 3‘.

1-. '1 " '. ,? ’

7. The UAU Assistant Secietaryfleheral111chargeof PoliticalAi‘fairs,

* H.E. Ambassader Yilma Tadesse, in his statement also welcomeé pariicipantsand

1 ‘-0bservers to the meeting Heeefiveyed theregret of theOAU SecretaryGeneral,

"Mr. Ide Oumarou, for his 1nab1111y to be present in Malawi due to o'théi" equally

- pressing issues affecting the Continent. He expressed theOAU's appremation and
' . thahks w the Life Freeident andrpeopleofMalawiforIthe gehemusfacilitiesplaced

, at the disposalof pa1ticipanis.

8i. ' Ambassador Yilma 1adesseidentified apartheidin SouthAfi‘iea,the destabili-

saiiOn policies of the racist Pretoria regime, the activities of the South African backed

‘ 7‘ armed ?bandiis‘and the illegaleclonial occupation of *Namifiia as't'he" main cau‘S‘es of

7 ‘ the refugee problem 111 Southern Africa. This situation hasconsequentlyleci to

"""ahumamtarian crisis in Southern Africa. ' ' i l V ' ' ' ' " ‘

9.. He recounted theefforts of “the JAU to address this situation including the call

; v forthe cenveningef the International Conference on the Plight of. Refugeea,Returnees

. and Displaced Persons in Southern Africa scheduled to be held in Oslo, Norway, from

22 to 24 August 1988.

10. 1 , "i‘he Assistant Secretary-General diSclosed that the OAU inacooperation with UN,

UNHCR and UNDP have since last year establisheda Steering Committee ‘10:.deal with

all policy issues relating 1:11 the preparations for the Conference. He appealed to the

various IJoh~Governmental Organizations to ehdeaVOurto attendtheCoInferetice at

4 r" aIvery highlevel.
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1.,6. The observer from the Federal Republic of Nigeria informed the Committee

of a programme in her country'which involved the attachment of South African

refugees to various business establishments and parastatals to enable them to acquire

the needed skills. The salaries of such refugees are normally paid by the sponsoring

agencies.

1&7- The United Nations Commissioner for Namibia also has similar bilateral arrange-

ments, but the Committee felt there should ha a mechanism whereby I‘v’iember States

could be approached by other organizations with similar employment schemes“ for

refugees. I

“8' - Another: issue was the need for refugees to be given education relevant to the

educational system obtaining in their countries of origin. in the same vein, whenever

possible, refugees should be placed in schools 01" institutions in areas closeto-their

countries of origin to avoid possible dangers of alienation.

1+9" The Representative of the UNHCR assured the Committee that his office was

committed to providing primary education for all refugee children. Opportunities

also existed Within its programme for adult education and the provision of higher

education for deserving; refugees. Regarding the kind of primaty education provided

to refugees, he stated that UNHCR has normally provided education similar to that

obtaining in the country of asylum. A notable exception however is the current

situation 'in Malawi where the I‘Viozambican curriculum is being followed in camp

schools for the Mozambican refugees“

500 The OAU Secretariat clarified the position of the OAU as far as the granting

of scholarships to refugees is concerned, indicating that need and the ability of a

refugee to obtain a job or be self—reliant after training were some of the criteria used

by the OAU in awarding scholarships to refugees.
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96‘. . The Committee took note of the role of NGUS and other agencies involved in

the provision of humanitarian and developmental assistance in Africa. However, it

was furtier noted that not all these e'Xperieh'ces and work in the region are suffiCiehtly

documented and disseminatedo The Committee thereforeRECOMMENDED as follow 8:

i) The work and experience of these agencies, namely the work and experienCe

regarding the health of refugees and/or displaced persons be monitored, ‘

documented, and evaluated in a systematic manner, in accordance with the

relevant system(s) of the country concerned and disseminated.

ii) 1“.“11e 1’3AU Bureau for Refugees should, as soon as possible, collect data and

evaluate the different governmental 111f1astractures established within

Member States to- address refugee needs.

iii) The root causes of the refugee problem in Southern Africa and the search for

durable solutions should be 11e11 documentea by the UAU/Bureau for Refugees.

iv) The DAU Bureau for Refugees should» consider undertaking: reSearch work on

the integration of refugees into national development programmes such as

education, health care and employemem indicating the areas of cOnflict and

complementarity between refugee needs and those of natiOnals.

v) In pursuit of these recommendations, the COmmittee further ReCommended

that the OAU Bureau for Refugees should utilise the expertise of the Univer-

si'ties within Africa in' its neseatchactivities.

vi) The assistance of members of the Committee should be songht in terms of

research work and funding.

vii) The Bureau for itefugees should identify areas of priority for research into

refugee situatiens and their causes and should communicate these to the

Committeeo The Committee in turn should provide the Bureau for Refugees

with their publications on refugees and their plans for initiating research into

these priority areas.
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71’" The Committee else noted the efforts of the Suh-Committee established to work

out modalities for raisingfuhds to support the aeti‘vities 0f the GAU Bureau for Refugees.

It also toek note efthe feet that the task assigneé te't‘he sub—cormhittee had not yet been

completedo tt regretted the absence of a week pregramme fremhthe OAU Bureau for

Refugees which would“. have enabled the Committee to consider contributing to some of

the activities of theButeeeo

RECOMMENDATIONS

75. rEE‘he Cemmittee, thus, RECOMMENDED as fellews :

i) The suh—corrmtittee should continue with its work and report to the. next meeting

of the Coordinating Cemrzztitteeo

ii) The @AU shoulci provide a programme of W'OFK ihdicating the financial impli-

cations and present such a work programme to the next meeting of the Coordi—

nating Committee for ccmsieehetieh. ,

in this regard, the assistance and advice of n‘iemhehs of the Bmeau of the

Committee Lame“ in Aedis Abeha should be seught.

iii) These members of the Coordinating Committee who, have the means to contri—

bute to the operatidnal budget of the Bureau for Refugees should continue to do

see Futthem‘oregthe <0sz Bureau for Refugees should write officially to: all

organizations"that participated as observers in the 18th Urdinaty hessiofi of

the Committee inviting them to consider becorrting members of the Committee.

These organizations should he provided with the Rules of ?mcedure of, the OAU Coordi-

nating; Committee as well the criteria for membership of t e (,[U Coordinating Committee

to enable them to make up their minds on the question of membership of the Committee.

This matter will besteken up by the‘Cohunittee.etjts“nefitsessgioninhlfifih. _
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