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tical work then. When our arch quisling gave e

Court removed office equipment,
naries were seen on the fire escape holding onto

)

SUNDAY - 27th of September, 1987 - freezing in Oslo Norway

until December.

My dear Friend

children have called our home "this rail-

From time to time my
I make .no apology

way station"/"this international airporc”.
for its use. For my comrades it was a cup of coffee,
No public toilets existed for Blacks. If they did,
o filthy that it was impossible to

a meal,

or the Loo.
from over use, they were s

use them.
Ebi to me (Ebrahim Ismail to you) was a regular since 1955 =~ he

Jobless and fulltime functionary ANC - if
We were

was barely 16 then.

you think that that is contradictory, you are right.
Money was a scarce commodity for poli-

vidence in the

Rivonia trial and many others since, he spoke the truth when he
said: "The ANC did not pay reqularlys: I could not pay my rent.
But the police they pay me regular ly." Oh yes,time and again

when the office rentals were not paid and the Messenger of the
some of our fulltime functio-

the cyclosty-

paid if there was monay.

ling machine.

We held onto a vision of justicé.in our country on a precarious
that Ebi and others called late BL .

base. Many was the time
sk 8 teacher had regular income albeit

night hoping for a meal.
(£25.00 at best in°1963) had usually a pot of beans to

small,
= MPs in various parts of Africa will tell (if they

share. Som
care to recall) that- they shared many 3 meal in "my railway

station"”.

When the Tribal College for "Indians" was mooted we vowed never

to have anything to do with it. But that campaign was not eas-

ily sustained. So Ebi decided to go to the tribal (bush) col-
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lege at Salisbury Island. Soon there were heated discussions

and he was in the thick of student politics. A_comrade (Fulll
t Ebi was ill with asthma because he

time quack) complained tha
I was exhorted to feed him.

was not eating properly.

In 1963 when the mass arrests took place we were convinced that

Ebi had escaped the dragnst. My ex-husband was detained and so
weakly we called on the then "Visiting Magistrate of Detainees"

to check if our fellas had not been killed in detention. Babla
And while the

we managed to

and Looksmart were already dead in detention.
magistrate was bound not to divulge his findings,

get him to confirm they were alive.

One day I had a call from Mr Smith, the then visiting magistrate.

'{ had to borrow money from my neighbours to get to the Berea

(in the white part of the town). He confirmed Ebi’s detention
That despite letters to his family, no

No one had brought him a change of clothes

some 3 weeks earlier.

one had visited him,
and that he stank, when his cell door was opened. Yes my boy

" was in a cell 3'x 3' - he could not stretch.

How do you find clothes on 3 Sunday? How do you buy food when

you are broke? Houw do you travel to Point prison when you have

"'no bus fare? That will fill pages. But I did, after getting
family/friends to take care of Sha (1 yr) and Sahdhan (2 yrs).

After navigating the prison authorities - only next of kin/blood

relations were . allowed to visit - I sent through his food and

clothes and waited. What seemed an eternity was finally ended

wvhen I was ushered to the visiting block. And there he was

clutching the bars, a smile enveloping his entire face saying

~“WHEY MUM, YOU MADE IT". I earned motherhood, and claim it now
- I learned of the torture

without any reservations, whatsoever.
that had been applied to his malnourished body that would fill

pages not least was his hands being handcuffed to his back and
leg irons on his feet and being kicked into Midmar Dam. Only
when he gqulped for breath did they surface him. They wanted
him to disclose the wheréabouts of our comrades., HE BETRAYED

NO ONE.
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He was sentenced to 15 yrs and served every day of that sentence

without a days remission, and finally released on the 28th
1979. 1 found the money for his studies = R 3/400.00

He obtained 2 degrees - a bachelor of Arts & Commercse.
ment he sent them to me. Derk

February,

per year.

Any medical bills that needed pay

glasses when he worked in the lime stone quarry, etc.,etc.

On his release he was banned to the Pinetown Magistrécy and

I sent him cash from Lesotho

could not find remunerative work.
On the 5th of July of the

" where I had sought political asylum.
r I was bombed and he would not put down the phone un-

same yea
* our mutual friend, that I was alive

til he was assured by Sello

and well.

We have spent two holidays together. Looking back now th99 werse
On the 15th of December, 1986 he was kid=-

very precious times.
rial in Piet Retief.

napped by SAn agents and is1presently on t
I enclosc detail of his trials etc and the request by the ANC.

If we fail them, not only Ebi but Vusi Nene, Acton Maseko and

In his Will, he has beguaathed me his ESTATE. His love letters,

clothes and perhaps any debts he might have incurred. I shall
I have no wish to inherit from my children.

be 60 next year.
nd democratic SA.

I wish only to leave them a free, non racial @
Hopefully we shall meet in freedom and destroy this WILL.

HELP US! We came to your help whén Nazism threatened Europe.

Our blood was spilt here so that you might be free. Help us
get rid of apartheid. Help-us establish democracy in SA. . Help

us save our children for the future of our country.

Sincerely,

Pl

PHYLLIS NAIDOO (MRS)
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WHICH is the more serious crime:
ameuMdendbpd
Ma&tﬂq;hsﬁm
waziland by alleged South African
agents?
Tllhﬂt::-h ninntllhlm
applicatios t by Ebrahim Is
mail Ebrahim il'l t0 prevent &

South African court trying him fol-
- |lowing his illegal abduction from

Swazi

the early 1960
According to the indictment, Ebra-

From a

EBRAHIM Ismail Ebrahim was
called 10 the door by his gardener.

Two people wanted 10 borrow 2
as their car had broken

10 his car outside.

he was about to open his boot
the men drew firearms and threatened
1o kill him if he made 8 noise. They
ﬂ&ymhhﬁﬂr&ub

These events on Monday evening,
December 15, 1986 were the opening
episode in a tale of how the most sen-
ior African National Congress official
to be brought to trial sincs the Rivo-
nia trialists in 1964, came 10
before the Piet Retef Circuit
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Is kidnap more serious than treason?

him gave the instructions for ANC
cadres operating in South Africa to

. plant landmines on farms in the East-

ern Transvaal last year,

Ebrahim’s advocate, Ismail Ma-
homed SC, argued that the law re-
quired a balance of public interests,
“To break the bonds of international
peace and good neighbourliness is far
greater than the harm and prejudice to
the community of a particular offend-
er,” he said.

Mahomed asserted that the court
could not Jook-at a particular accused
and say in this case international obli-
gations were I, “The court

. must come 10 a scientific answer oth-

erwise we will not have law but ad
hoc justice.”

However, Harry Prinsloo, who is
appearing with Louiza van der Walt

Swazi garden to the

in 8 remote town, the
treason trial of a man
accused of being a senior
ANC official began this
week. But the question of
treason was not yet the
Issue. The court had first to.
deliberate on the strange
route Ebrahim Ismall
Ebrahim took to the court
house. JO-ANN BEKKER
reports from Plet Retlef

By JO-ANN BEKKER
in Plet Retlef

#
for the attorney general, said Ebrahim
was being charged with “the most
serious crime a person can be
charged with — high treason”.

He said the court would have to
weigh up the implications for South
African-Swaziland relations — when
Swaziland had not even protested at
Ebrahim's abduction — and the im-

ications for South African security

f a person facing charges of treason
could “walk free back to Swaziland™.
He asked for the court to find against

Ebrahim.
c,:oted legal precedents

Mahomed
to support his assertion that if the

country from which a person is ille-
gally abducted does not complain to

Site of
explosion

©
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Plet Hetlelf—s-..‘
I
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' \,kl
Mbabane ;

% Pine Va\lloy-

: a5 .1
SWAZILAND

. ' |
Ebrahim's
home

the captive country, the individual
still has the right to complain.

He added that, had Swaziland com-

lained, the matter would have been
LrﬂmbefmtSupumCambut
before an international tribunal.

The crucial distinction in legal prec-
edents, Mahomed said, was that an
individual kidnapped by private citi-
zens in another country had no right
to complain 10 a court. But the victim
of a state-sanctioned kidnapping had
this right.

Arguing that Ebrahim’s abduction
was a clear case of the lauer, Ma-
homed said: “To compel an sccused
to undergo trial in circumstances
where his sppearance is '
the criminal act of kidnapping is 10
sanctify international delinquency.
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ting within the scope of their
Eimlnuldulkl—m
for the abduction.

The “circumstantial evideace sug-

pesting official involvement throu

out Lhe jourssy ja the form el » &8
)

.ﬁmlhyl’ﬂmlooolhm
tomey 's office said bad
refuted Ebrahim’s 3 allegs-
tions, as well as general of

police _Involvement YhCh wpre

‘police museum

The court would be saying: Kidnap-
r;hnMﬂQNnm
*If officials of the state were

lowed 10 marsud the territory of
states, not only would the law

contravened, but it would ha
ravest consequences for peace.
we do to our neighbours today,

m_ot them may do 10 u$ lOmoOr-
ow.

E:E%

were contradictory in
the same law, the court must abide by
the one which favours the accused.

by Mahomedmuslmdh;am
Naidoo and instructed by

Jana and Associaies.
,.
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Mr. Ibrahim’'s lawyers later
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@ Anti-apartheld activist Ism
ibrahims

ANTI-APAIRTHEID - activist
Ismael Ibrahim is stlll_belng
detained in an apartheid jail
following his abduction on Dec-

ember 15 1985 by an arme
band of South African security

agents.

Swazi police confirmed that
Mr. Ibrahim had been -
napped at the Umgugu Rest
Camp near, Mbabane, where he
had been living for two years.

Documents . and tapes Wwere
removed from his home at gun-

across

apartheid state.
At the time he was a meme-

ber of the anti-apartheid United
Democratic Front, but apart-
heid President Botha claimed
in parliament in February that
Ismael Ibrahim was a “top in-
telligence officer of the A
The racists also. claimed that
he was “arrested” in Pretoria.

NC."

announced they have been
denied access to their client
since his abduction in 1985.

In 1964 the racists sentenced
him to 15 years’' imprisonment
for carrying out “actlvities” for
Umkhonto we Sizwe, the milit-
ary wing of the ANC.

On his release in 1979 from
Robben Island, Mr. Ibrahim
fled the apartheid state.
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A REPORTS ON ACTION UNDERTAKEN SHOULD BE SENT

8l

ST Wily € Aus 37 ]
Man captured unlawfully must face trlal

" By Jo-Anne Collinge | catlon by “Mr Ebrahiz'n Ismail. : land and. detalried. by Securlty

'PIET RETIEF — A Transvaal Ebrahhn for ‘an. order . declaring :Police in Pretoria the next day. -,
judge has ‘ruled that a man al-. that South: African courts had no . But he rejected the applicants:
leged to hold. a. key position in - Jurisdiction to. try himbecause,: key. contention that the SAP, or’
. “the African Natlonal Congress .. his capture was a. breach of in- some other agent of the South;
- must _stand trial for treason.in:, temauonal law and his subse-, ., African State had been involved
South Africa although he was . quentarrmtlninrla was also ... in; the abduction. This factor-
.1 captured yfilawfully in Mbabane, -. unlawful.. ‘ would compound the unlawful-
o and brought forcibly to Pretoria. ,(.:- Mr Ebrahlm, the judge accept-_. _ness of the kidnapping, making it
Mr Justice Daniels, sitting in " ed. was unlawfully-captured on. a breach of international law,
Piet Retief, ‘dismissed an appll+;* December 15 last year in-Swaz- - ‘applicant’s.counsel had argued. 4
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ANC APPEAL TO THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY
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EBRAHIM ISMAIL WAS ABDUCTED FROM THE KINGDOM OF SWAZILAND ON THE
15TH OF DECEMBER 1984.IN BLATANT VIOLATION OF INTERNATIONAL LAW,

THE RACIST REGIME KIDMAPPED HIM AT GUNPOINT ACRNDSS INTERNALLY-
RECOGNISED BOUNDRIES. SINCE THEN,HE HAS BEEN SUBJECTED TO HARGH

PHYSICAL AND PSYCOLOGICAL TORTURE.HE IS NOW STANDING TRIAL WITH
THREE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESSyUNDER S0QUTH

AFRICA’'S FASCIST I.LEGISLATION. THEY HAVE BEEN CHARGED WITH LHIGH
TREASON FOR THEIR TNVOLVEMENT IN THE STRUGGLE OF JOUR KPEOPLE TO
CREATE A FREE, DEMOCRATIC AND NON-RACIAL SOUTH AFRICA. PRETORIA DOES
NOT HAVE ANY RIGHT WHATSOEVER T TRY EBRAHIM ISMAIL AND,FOR THAT

MATTER, HIS COLLEAGUES.

THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS CALLS ON THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY
TO MOUNT A STRONG CAMFATIGN FOR THE . .. . UNCONDITIONAL
RELEASE OF EBRAHIM ISMAIL AND KFOR HIS SAFE PASSAGE TO A

COUNTRY OF HIS CHOICE. PRETORIA'/S BRAZEN VIOLATION OF
INTERNATIONAL LAW AND ACTS OF BANDITRY SHOULD NOT GO UNCHALLENGED.

WE APPEAL TO GOVERNMENTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, THE UM,NON- -ALIGNED

MOVEMENT AND THE 0AU, T0 TRADE UNIONS,YOUTH AND WOMEN'S
ORGANISATIONS, CHURCHES, THE RED CROSS AND OTHER HUMANITARIAN
ORGANISATIONS TOTAKE UP THIS CAMPAIGN AND BRING PRESSURE. TO BEAR

ON THE S0UTH AFRICAN REGIME.

+ WRITE LETTERS OF PROTEST AND PETITIDNS 7O THE PRETORIA REGIME

AND ITS MISSIONS ABROAD.
+ ORGANISE DEMONSTRATIONS AND OTHER ACTIONS TO DEMAMD THE RELEASE

OF ISMAIL EBRAHIM AND ALL OTHER PATRIOTS IN THE KHANDS OF

THE FASCIST MURDERERS.
+ INTENSIEY THE CAMPAIGN TO . . ISOLATE S0UTH AFRICA AND FURTHER

TO SUPPORT THE STRUGGLING PEOPLE UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF THE
ANC.

N.B. COPIES OF PROTEST |ETTERS AND PETITIONS AND

TO ANC OFFICE:
BOX 31791
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