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The military officials who directed Rllodesia’s
‘ counter-insurgency war were all too aware that the
’media of the masses — pungwes and Cbimurenga

_ songs - were succeeding where their own mass
V , ’media had failed. They could not admit this,

I however, and responded instead with a new
" propaganda line: there was no such thing as politic-

ization, they maintained. What was occurring
throughout the country was labelled ‘intimidation’.

 

     

 

  

  

I-Ar.‘_l_umgc (luring
mxhtun" briefing. [“mtull.

Rhodesian :
I 0 February 1980:  

What we’re getting is that the terr is working the
kraals, staying amongst the locals so as to supervise

‘ H them, and by his very presence, intimidating.
1; 3' Through terrorism, indoctrination sessions at night
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/ -‘\.\'_l,.-\ mililur ' intelligence (lm‘umvml :

  

. 7' ' ”me: hnmep STRUGGLC:m 'zgfigfi Bwé‘ .
— despite the curfew —"the attitude of the peoplehas changed. The ones doing the intimidating, well,It’s your terrs, of course, along with your basicthug element to back ’em up. . " ‘- , . ' 'The thug element — would that be like what wehave in our housing estates in Britain?
Exactly.
Nothing ideological about it?
No, not at all. " -

67

   1 , .

There is no room for diilogiie with the Rhodesian i.soldier on the politicization of the Zimbabweanmasses; the concept of ‘intimidation’ is too deeplyingrained. Rather ask about ‘intelligence’, themilitary term for the gathering of informationabout the enemy, and Rhodesian soldiers are frank,even eager, to concede that their efforts were farinferior to those of the guerillas.

 

The guerilla: were trained to rely on the local people for material support — food, clothing, shelter — and ar 0 sourceof information about the movements and tactics of the Rhodesian army.
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Fdrward With the Cooking Stick

  

Chucklllunson, American

Victnfih war veteran in Rhodvsmn Army: .
   

How would you rate the guerillas’ intelligence?
Excellent- The best. Even better than Vietnam.
They lived with the people, they were the people.
That’s the ultimate factor in a war like this, having
the indigenous population with you. They kept the
gooks informed, with local, tactical, hard combat
intelligence, not all the highfallutin stuff we put
out — the sz'treps we relayed, and all that. That’s
not intelligence, though we had plenty of that.
They had the picanm'n who’d run and tell them,
‘The soldiers are coming.’That’s combat intelli-
gence. The gooks had plenty of it, and we didn’t.

 

l);l\‘c Brooks, SptK‘lle Air S(‘niccs: ' '

The other side had the most infallible intelligence
system in the world. It was because of the nz'ngi, as
you say in Shona -— that’s a word that means
‘what’s-his-name’. It’s the guy who just sits around
all day and does nothing. No one would question

. him, because it’s so natural for them to sit around
and do nothing. But in fact he’d be carefully
watching all that’s going on, and he’d go back and
report it all to the terrs. It’s a difficult system to
beat. . .
Is that what they were called — nmgrs?
No, that’s what I called them. They called them
mujz'bas.

 

:l'i'eonard Gwanzu, shopkeeper. Mrewaz; .

 

We had our own local police, you could say. They
worked side by side with the boys and they were
called the mujibas.

  
nusawonoucons LOEII lAL
“\Hl‘hs. |POOI FOL IHOI1 018T SHE‘S L081. IFII.

 
Young boy: who served as ‘the eyes and the ears’of the

guerrillas were known as mujibas.

At; 3“ rep§flggnn£lcnn bincd ()pe rations l‘lc‘adquarters:

 

Johan Alt'il'iiig. Dcivm t' (jmn-spumh-m,
Rhodesian lh‘mulriminv; (.H'r'pnl‘dtlnni    
Was their intelligence good?Amazingly so. Oh, shit
—— that mujiba systcm§ It 'was those hauts — mostly
teenagers - who were ostensibly herding cattle, or-
whatever. Those bouts, they‘ knew exactly what
was going on,‘ exactlthhcrc the army was going
and why. For example, they’d see a troopz'e loading
beer crates -— next thingyou knew the word was
back that the soldiersare'off to drink beer. Yeah,
they evolved a Very, very'good intelligence system
with those mujz'bas. r“

In fact it was so good I almost saw my ass as a
result. We were on patrol and picked up an old guy
and made him tell us where the gooks were. This
old Af told us where they'were, said there were
just a few. So we ambled down there — and ran
into about 40 of them. Forty fuckin gooksl They
shot the shit out of us. That old Af new what he
was doing.

:Aléémeare; student. ‘(Zhihiz  
Every schoolboy around here was working as a
mujz'ba, when he went home after school. I just
came to be a mujz'ba when the comrades first came
in and told us their politics, Then we believed
them. Then they began sending us to collect
blankets or to look for the enemy. When I was sent
to count the soldiers, I went secretly because when
you are seen you are shot, of course. You look to
see how many they are and what type of guns they
have. You must go secretly — if you are noticed,
then you are done. for.
The soldiers were suspicious of the people

around here; they knew all the people around here
were for the comrades and therefore when they
saw anyone moving about they just had the idea
that he’s a mujz'ba. Women could also be sent. Even
an old man, he could be sent to see what was going
on. Usually an old man would not be suspected
because he could just go as a drunkard man passing
by and they wouldn’t think he was looking for
soldiers, you see.

Wearing tattered clothes you would not be
suspected. Also you could just count them ( the
soldiers) secretly, not by pointing them, just by
watching them, you could approximate their
number, you see.
How did you convey inforrfiation to the guerillas?
We met them at their bases. That is where Il’lC‘.‘
would be telling us to go out and look for soldiers.
or to go and tell the people to come to the pun:-
we. That is where we would meet and tell them
what we had learned. Sometimes, if ue could not
meet the comrades, we would just make a 2121).
with the drum. I would hit the drum so many beats
— gong, gong, gong — to pass the message that the
enemies are coming, so the comrades could know
and all the people could run away.
Were you ever armed?
We mujz'bas, we did not have any guns. Sometimes
I wished I had a gun but the comrades did not trust
all of us, even though they trusted some of us.
They could not just give the gun because it wanted
courage, you see. If you are not courageous you
cannot be given a gun because when the enemv
comes you will leave the gun and run away. Then



 

‘ the gun will be taken by the enemy and that is a
disadvantage to the comrades.

   Comrade Zeppelin, ZAN

 

LA political commissar:

 

How did you select mujibas?
Well you know that saying, ‘action speaks louderthan words’. You’d find from the action of thesemujz'bas —— and their intelligence, of course — as tothe way one reports to you on situations anddetelopments. That would tell you if someone
could be a good nzujz‘ba.

Also. it was not only the way of doingreeonnaissance that was important; it was also thewar; of giving the message. During the war it was
important to give a message in a way in which onewho is not a local of that area would not knowwhat is taking place. That is why we sometimesused the drum. Say an enemy is approaching a
village or an encampment where the guerillas werenearby. then the drums could be a warning. Therewere different kinds of beats, so you could easily-detect that that beat means this thing. For theenemy’s intelligence they relied on these walkie-talkies and that was a problem to us. So often wediscovered walkie-talkies that had been given to thepeople so as to report on us. But our intelligencewas better because we trusted the masses. In areaswhere the masses were united it would be verydifficult for any enemy agents to infiltrate.

What the guerillas understood as trust of themasses, the security forces saw as ‘subversion ofthe locals’. An intelligence officer’s response to the
discovery of a ‘subverted’ village: interrogation.

North, Rhodesian Intelligence Corps: ‘ '  
An initial security force operation was to go into
an area, pull out the locals, bring them into base,
ask them what movements they’d seen, what was
in the area, what terrorists, numbers, weapons. As
soon as they got back to their kraal, the guerillas
would be in and they’d ask them what was happen-
ing at our base. It was good intelligence. They
would get numbers, troop movements, in the bases
themselves, so they got a good inside knowledge of
that base. '
We did the same thing. We planted people in

kraals to find out what was happening on the
guerilla side, but'their intelligence was more effec-
tive. They would monitor our bases and you couldguarantee after a coupleyof days of us taking inwitnesses we’d be stompedjeyhit, a base attack —because their knowledge was so‘ good.

I remember one time Ilfouind a guy we’d takenin for interrogation and thef‘el‘he was, marking out
the camp, pacing it out andWriting it down! TheyWere walking around carngfi ' g ‘notes and thentaking it back to the gue ' ’ gfor sure. So they’dknow exactly — to a pac Ow far they wouldneed to get to a base camp., ,at’s [how good theirintelligence was. ' ‘ ‘ ‘-
Their bush telegraph -that word of mouthnetwork — was by far superiof to our intelligence.They knew exactly what the Security Forces weredoing, virtually 24 hours" a” day, through their
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runners, the sympathizers, the mujz'bas. Thosemujz'bas would give the terrs logistics, troop move-ments, troop strengths, and that was one of theirgreatest attributes as far as intelligence wasconcerned.

was this junior troopz'e, sitting with me. I said, ‘Doyou notice anything unusual about the group ofwomen — there were five of them — walkirig downthe path?’ And he said, ‘Yes, they’re all carryingwater down to the river.’ I said, ‘Well, anythingelse?’ And he said no. Isaid, ‘They’re all pregnant,and they all look as though they’re the samedistance gone —— don't you think there’s somethingsuspicious about that?’ So we went down to checkit out. Land mines. Under their jumpers. It wasincredible. And they’re heavy, those things.Incredible. Five of the buggers. Ten land mines.One down their backs and one around the front,on rope. So I’d say that the women were prettyinvolved.

The female equivalent of a mujiba is known by
another Shona word: cbimb'wido. These were the
women who cooked for the guerillas, who carriedmaterial and messages over long distances and whogathered ‘intelligence’.

   ul rummisszn‘:
Ridzai Cidi, /..\i\"ll.\ pulilir  
It was very difficult for us to know how the enemyforces were staying inside a camp or how they were
performing their duties; it was easier for the people
to go and reconnoitre. For example, ifit was apolicecamp, we could send a woman — one of thoseWomen we called chz'mbwz'do. We could send her,then she could be proposed by a policeman, andduring their love affairs she can persuade him totell her all the duties they carry out in the camp,how they are deployed, their ammunition, andeventually when that chz'mbwz'do comes back toour base she can tell us all the information whichshe will have been given by that policeman. Then,automatically we will find it very easy to attackthat camp. After that, when we have attacked thecamp, some masses would go and try and feel pityfor those soldiers or policemen who have beenkilled there and they would seem to be crying for
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l’oi'wardWith the Cooking Stick

their children. Yet they would be going to countthe number of casualties. They can even help bury2them but they would be counting the dead. Thenthey would come and tell us all the informationthey had learned. -

Dave Brooks, Special Air Scrxriccs:

 

The information that came from pur so-calledr' intelligence chaps I’m afraid didn’t quite match upto the standards of the enemy. We just didn’t knowwhat was going on, though everybody continuedto believe and trust our guys. That was reallybad, because if we had known how much we didn’t

  

know, our eyes Would have beexi wider Open. Withthe terrorists, it was .their penetration, their spynetw0rk, that was so damned good. Our farm had acommittee that supported the terrorists. Youknow, along the lines of .the Communist principleAnd I admit I didn’t know anything about it. In-telligence came around‘and they couldn’t tell meany different. What a shock when I found out!

 

Although the concept _of muiibas and cbimb-widos evolved in the rural areas, where the guerillawar began, this kind {of intelligence networkgradually evolved an urban counterpart, as the warspread and intermittently threatened the cities.
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\and report at once. ' '
‘ they Were so rough. They took me in that

y took a sort of a cape and
ater and they put it over me.
thing like electricity — I don’t

a pin here and a pin there

just hear him — ‘Shels'going to die;her,’ so they took everything out of me and Ijust collapsed oh the floor. And then they."red water on me. Then they came back and

, asia'ny of that true?
.4- “355 all true, but I couldn’t say it at that time.

.cooking for the guerillas carried severe penaltiesthe regime’s ‘anti—terrorirt’ laws, yet many women— the chimbwidos — willingly offered support.

 

 

Itfiallowed the ‘_
., send needs to =
Iom‘municate the

the people and the people: {changing circumstances in the
guerillas. As for commum'! regime’s forces and the peak)‘ ‘ badly eroded over the year'spresided over the complet

)x

\Iu/znum (f/m/nI/H'H/m
(f/Ifnlurwlga sung:

They say our sons are working on the farmsWhere they do not need registration certificates;

But a sub-machine gun
It has no time for talking,
It talks only in action.

Brother Fidelis Mukonure. rural youth (nonlinumr:

There was no communication between the blacksand the whites.
All the time, the whites were being told: ‘We arefighting against the terrorists and those terroristsare communists.’ That was all they were being toldand that’s all they believed. They didn’t know theblacks, to put it bluntly. They knew their cooks,they knew their workers, they saw them, theytalked with them but they didn’t know them inreality. They would tell their workers. ‘You see,these terrorists are terrible,’ and their workerswould say, ‘Oh yes, sure boss, sure, these peopleare really bad.’
But they didn’t know that that very guy wouldbe sending stuff to the guerillas. They didn’t know,because they didn’t understand them. Theythought they were so stupid, but they were thevery people who were fighting the war.
So I could understand the whites. why theywere bitter, because they were given only one sideof the coin. They didn‘t know what was actuallyhappening in the bush and underground — that theordinary civilians, including their own cooks andworkers —- were part and parcel of the liberationstruggle.

Eddison Zvobgo, Deputy Secretary 1:3; ;" A‘ZANU Publicity and InformationgD

The regime’s forces can only survive if they are fedWith information from the people. Once thatsource dries up, it becomes an army of occupation.It can move into an area, but its soldiers will not begreeted. They will not be given water. If aneverybody is anxious to betray them. Once theybecome an army of occupation, they have lost the‘ war, no matter how much machinery they have.That is what happened in this country. 



  l’.K. van der Byl, .' _r
Rhodesian Minister of Information: ‘ '    

Why didn’t your side know what was going on?Dammital! We couldn’t go zu‘ound conducting aGallup Poll in the operational urea!

  
You said that at first you thought that the guerillmcould never win. Did you change your mind aboutthat?
Yes, we changed after a time. because we saw theway they were fighting. that it was \ery mmdertul.We found that the boys were clevere!‘ than thesoldiers. The regime had aeroplanes, but the boys,they had these things ~ I don‘t know what theycall them. I know in Shona we say ('lzz'mbambaz'ra.They could bury it under the ground, then when abig vehicle comes, it could run on top of it andthen it would burst, then it crashed and thesoldiers were killed.
Land mines?

 

7‘

Fighting Togethe
(‘ln'mbambaz'rm what made the boys to win Wasthat they were very co-operative with the pogo S.the people. The povo and the boys we e worki,ltogether so well. The povo could pass informationany time. Any old person walking, if he could justsee something, he would run and report to theboys. Even the women were doing that. Becausewe were all together. We were united. That’s thethingT that made the boys to win. That’s the thingthat made us to win.

  iimbfiéptalifical

Van sti'. thr‘ people played a greater part in theHi‘uggle. even more than our forces. The people arelllt.‘ owners of the country: the comrades were onlya military m'ng. In our operations, most of thespade work was done by the people.

‘5'  comm55.33:: 35’   

.‘(J/zim u’igunga v-sl ogzmsi:f   
Forward with the war of liberation!Forward with the people of_Zimbabwe.'Forward with just causes all over the world!F orwarcl with the mzrjz'bas.’
Forward with the c/zz'mbu'z'dos/Forward with the mothers who cooked for theboys:
I orward with the cooking stick!

3
ZI
a

  



  

 

51
1:
'D
J.
\,
‘.
.

.

neutral.

ExERF’I’ PROM "Nsz
THE STRUGGLE

Were there other efforts to smewhich were never exposed in the media? Howmany attacks against churches, blamed on guerillas,were in fact discrediting operations? The answerswill never be fully known, but there are otherquestions that are far more important. How didpropaganda war escalate to such violentproportions 1’ What forces gave rise to so desperatea response from the regime‘s soldiers and propa-gandists?
Some answers to these combe found in the story of Berejena Mission. It is astory that gives the lie to the ultimate myth ofthe Zimbabwean conflict — the myth of neutrality.it is the story of the propaganda war and its effectson the hearts and the minds and the bodies of allits partiripunts — black and white.

plex questions can

 

I think strict neutrality is not}JUSSlblC. To report
is also to give up yourneutrality. to gm on one side from the start. Youcan’t he indifferent: neutrality doesn‘t mean that.You czm't just stand there as an island and think.I am here and it doesn't bother me what is goingon. From the beginning, I think the test for us was:where are the people standing? Because we had noother stzmd possible for us. The people wereuggressed by the government. so you had to takea stand tlgaipst the aggressor. and then you can’tbe absolutely neutral any more.

to the Securit}. Forces

   
We had to grow into that.just a word for us — neutrality. In the beginning,we were never put to the test. We just heard, ‘Youmust keep away from politics”; that was thetheory. But when the war came eventually to us.then we had to test that word ‘neutmlity' :mtlthen I begun to realize that in Ll way neutralitv justmezmt .m (‘SCJPC from Coming“ to ;1 derision. Whereare you, really? just wanting to («11th lllL' :‘sue.that‘s what neutrality mezms. and we «.iLmnut beneutral hemuse to be neutral would he .xgreeWith the government. 11' I just sit lhulx‘ .mti (lohothinq, that mums I agree: not saving Anything,Just being neutral. means consent. And so I cannotJllst remain neutral by doing nothing.And then also we came to realize thatStmggle was :1 struggle of our people and we hadcome here for the sake of our people. It \\'21511’tjtlsta power snuggle; it was Ll struggle for social justice.And therefore we couldn’t remain neutral. \\ ithOur com'ietions, it just didn’t make sense to remain

In the beginning, it was
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Without a Gun

  Sister: Radigunda

 

Muller, teacher, Bercjena:

 

The fact that we could communicate with ourople here, local people, and with the comrades.that saved us. If we would have had no contact andno communication with them we would have been' at a loss. Through communication you build up arelationship.

   
  

Kathe; EiraneisliCamenzind,.. ”:1“; 3‘. ,~- . ‘ .priest: in charge , , BCX'L‘JCDZI:

 

    
You can’t live on an island; you need to knowwhat is going on. Whenever you went anywhereyou had to be guided by the population, to knowwhether there is some danger ahead. When youWent out on a bicycle you constantly had to ask,how is it?
Our relationship was far better with thethan with the Security Forces, and I told that tothe Security Forces. I told them, ‘Eaeh time youcome you are against us, yet I’ve never had a badword from a guerilla.’ Practically

came here they came to find the >
went through the whole mission and were lookingfor them everywhere. Once they sent seven heli-: to search for the guerillas. And the firstthing when the Security Forces come to you, youare accused. Then you are tense. Their approachright away was threatening, so we weren’t friendlyin response. For instance, we couldn’t offer themanything to eat never. They haveexpected it from Europeans, but we told'them,‘You forbid us to give food to the guerillas. so wenot give food to you. Because then in the eyesthe pe' "7 we'll be on your side and then it'sshed . us.’

‘5 interesting, that the lack of communicationthe government was as important as the lackgun.
if you look very carefully at the places where:llas took action against missions you will findthat very often these missions had a sign of

guerillas

 

o

«mnmunication with the Security Forces. ForInstance, they had a security fence, or some radiocommunication — that ‘Agric-Alert’. So suchmissions were automatically closed by the guerillas.
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it’s useless. And this is what I alwaysf’id them when they came to try and get eo-opera-for contacting the guerillas. I always told, ‘It’s first a political problem which has to bewith all parties which are involved in the

I won‘t go, just sent by one party, toe enemy. I can’t do that.’ So I said, ‘Until you6 question politically, I can’t help with any
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accept that?
years of the war they had gotten to be

to us. I remember when I came across
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9““? soldiers on the road when I was cycling out
wfi'

.i,,,-....;..,_ *H_..t.....;;‘2_u...

 

to say mass near our outstation. Their truck hadjust hit a land mine and they accused me, theysaid, ‘You are responsible for this land minebecause you went out yesterday.’ It got hotter andand I got the impression that they could just

Sister Radigunda Muller, {QLIC     her, Bcrejena:

If you saw how helpless those white soldiers were!I mean, I understood their plight. They couldn’ttalk with the people, they didn’t know theirlanguage. The young Europeans coming with thegun — they always did the wrong things.And that was how they lost the war. Becausethey lost the people, that was very clear. And theykept getting more and more bitter.
I remember the day after two army soldiers werekilled in a contact with the guerillas near themission. All the mission staff were called out ofschool by an amiy commander, and he told us thathe was very much ashamed of being a RomanCatholic himself, seeing sisters and priests doingsuch things, supporting the terrorists. Then theheadmaster of our school said something aboutbeing sort of a shepherd to the people, and thearmy commander lost his temper. He shouted,‘Your shepherd? I’ll tell you where your shepherdis! Your shepherd is in Mozambique."

 

He was re
Of course.
know. But.
had had some contact with Robert Mthe country, so we knew more than the

ferring to Robert Mugabe?
\Vho they hated and feared and did notyou see, the Bethlehem Mission Society

ugabe outside
propa-ganda we got about him in Rhodesia. Many Swissvisitors went to Mozambique, so they could judgethe man for themselves. What we found out wasthat the picture we got from these contacts outsidethe country and the picture we got through ourcontact with the guerillas inside was veryconsistent. Mugabe seemed to be quite a decentman. not at all the monster we were told about onthe Rhodesian Broadcasting Corporation. And. ofi,muse. w.- listened to the l'oz‘t‘t' onz'n'zbuba'a?\lt/zaiiuflarue. and that gave us a different
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We
That’s what they
the government
them. So if we didn’t comply with their wishes

were often accused of being communists.
called us. But that was a slogan of
for anybody who was against

then we were communists, and we all got to hearthat word often — ‘You’re a eommunist’.

Name-calling was only
between the mission and
until finally the mission’s
the state}0

the beginning. Relations
the military deteriorated
top priest was assailed by


