R g O e U e e W L i |
lllll - . w . 3 = ] & - Ii... i LI Y ® _-._-_ - -_I_. i > 8 s s '
oy . L L | LAE B N g ¥ " L] L N a7
. = - i - 5 s & o - -.-- ¥ l- T 1|__.-.. - - ...-__. . - - L » L] * "SR L S N R e R T T L s i L AL s .._'-_ = 0 B .-._. i B i
# ] ¥ . L w & & & - " " @ e o iy e R .. " ... - 5 Ny T ® R O G W8 i W R wm B Ok @ R AT R i R E W
. . - s o o] ” o oW & w . - B AW N Lty 2 BT Y, 0 i e M N NN e L 2t F e R = s & ® § oa ' L
L] . ¥ " . @ B § E * " o R L L r LI LR i L L e - ® ¥ i @ i F & e m W g
= . L & & i ' & - . . i - - L "W . . LR B N T R R - L e LI N
- - #® & - & W ¥ T - e - =i W LN & # s J = = W W # & - W i @ e & @ @ ow EW W
- @ ® . " & = " - " & - F_d L - - W s " B B g oy . - LT I N N " -
- ¥ - L " W AR oF R & iy Py Lt F ¥ LS ¥ L] W . R S R s R N E e Baaa kS Pl e 2 n-4 B B @ e A
; - a - & - ™ et gl = & . - ' - - N & L - L BN B O T “ @ B e = 5B e U | & @ i o= - W W W N Wl §oa
= 8 . > & & - g e ._. LN LR | L L b & 5 = L 4 & & 5 0w L R S R w B9 ® 4 F 8 o B L
- - ~ L a Tt = ...-.. L] .ll._. R T ] [ - E O R S FF R o d g BN R F . E W o s A B BB ok o @ e
Y Ll = & @ M - - - & & -_._-.I LI . _ L S 5 B ® & & & @ # % 5 kR oag % e 8E W W - R A § & @ B WO R oRowm 5o i = = = w ol B @ g
¥ 5 ™ ™ . T ¥ = LI I L] L o= 4 @ L LI # o @ i & FoE = [ N U O T & & 3 . & P i eow W . & W "
" L i ., - 3 -1 ..-.- i O (I B % § i r i ¥ B - & W T - i = LI ] . = & e R OE oa s E.w @ LI ] &
s El i ¥ & T A oW = - - i e - o L TR -8 = ¥ L BN T I T B & E dBEe sy AR B - 2 - . -
' . " ] L - w B & . R - L S - " U # & + @ owm o wm = - = i w @& ks W LW R Ny #E s @B -
* & ’ o 5 » . L] - W i N W - o “m M N T g g R oS R W e LN L . e R = ¥ - L . 5 ®
¥ = = - & - ' L i & W . - L ¥ i L T CI R 1
; = = . s x =< 4 ' 3 . . T el T Lk - L . W oa i B W e " W G e Ay Dt N
# - . " . - i S ; o ey F L ¥ o m L o F R R B NFE ® kR A W LI i & k5 B 8 B B & b o ow - m w
& . - ® v g - ol i i - . i L L @ . L L % WU W B e B R LR IR # Ll LI T &
, w 4 . - B 5 o . -_ ¥ o L & -y L] L L] LS | L] L L - - " ® = i ¥ N - & m B " s $ ™ W B o B
. e . NN " L 4 & . LI i b ow & E g i . = 2 P o : o - - L i
- ] & & " : . ™ ¥ b Ll i & i ®
" r 1t
. i . ; = - b
:
] T
]
"
. W - il = ; i L
& 'l e o s
. - b, W AP SR SRR 8 P MEAINLT m ek ST
" g - Al i " T . R oy b gl = i . =
T O PR U Y By v H o - -
. e L b L

b LET &
-.—-.-.

R

el
- -lri:'-'

&

I1-

¥
. = ! .L.l
a w S L 1
) et =g : o
gt Ty Er = e
! e v._.._.ﬂ r.n..._ ..._.._.T_u....qh.n.. - '
‘..f....-. i . -
! o Py L ot . -
o, a2 ¥ g i . i - , ] i } e . - L= i Pl .|.|.. ' ] ¥ ..._. ; 3 ; .|. " ) . - " 5 .. = o a - iy ; ; - |
LS - -- - ! - r L ) 1 ] : -I-- r
L]
w
R
’ L
™ ' . -
ol | . . - aly |.__h
Tt . =~ nye
L - N Jd7T
Y 3 \
.uﬂ agHe
o ' P Ty
i el i .
[ -...._H...."-.. = " * -
e %, - -
g
L3

the Cooking Stick

. /09—6/600’3—/

Forward

With

i



ul

= '|1ll'1_l'_l

g, i

i :"T' :
o

e r
T 2000

1L .LT_..].
iet!
¥ ]

RSPy

P AR
W iy H S,
e il

.:.'" .i"il"'l: 5 ol
-l-itia-'!"l'# -‘E‘?%'

_.-"'
- .?t‘v Hir"'if 8 S ®
L : I’

Wi 4
- iy

Sl M
Pl |'
NS S

i_' J
_‘!-I-_'.-..-\.

PR At TR e W e e e
e Lo e
%

g

o :"I

 propaganda line:

y AL

I
]

ik

e - = Al -, - h
-

media of the masses — pungwes and Chimurenga
songs — were succeeding where their own mass
media had failed. They could not admit this,
however, and responded instead with a new
there was no such thing as politic-
ization, they maintained. What was occurring
throughout the country was labelled ‘intimidation’.

Fxchange during Rhodesian

mitary’ briefnie, Cmtali, 10 I'ebruary 1980-

What we’re getting is that the terr is working the

~ kraals, staying amongst the locals so as to supervise
-« them, and by his VEry presence, intimidating.

Through terrorism, indoctrination sessions at night

The guerillas were trained to rely on the local people for material support — food, clothin

L., THE ARMED
¢ . The military officials who directed Rhiodesia’s
\ counter-insurgency war were all too aware that the

“““““““

STRUGCAE

Vw7V VW 67

(VN ZIMEn BLWE .

— despite the curfew — the attitude of the people
has changed. The ones doing the Intimidating, well,
It’s your terrs, of course, along with your basic
thug element to back ’em Up. T Ny W

The thug element — would that be like what we
have in our housing estates in Britain?

Exactly. 74

Nothing ideological about it?

No, not at all. T

soldier on the

masses; the concept of ‘intimidation’ is too deeply
ingrained. Rather ask about ‘Intelligence’, the
military term for the gathering of information
about the enemy, and Rhodesian soldjers are frank,

cven cager, to concede that their efforts were far
inferior to those of the guerillas.

.........................................
....................................................................
.................................................................
--------------------------------------------------------

g, shelter — and as a source

of information about the movements and tactics of the Rhodesian army.
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' | ecu h South African Police and the Rhodesian Intelligence C:orPS collaborated in the
;fei{:-z);io?eafg iitrcps, a military abbreviation for the ‘situation reports’ tmnsm{tted ths_-ough sop}}ut:mted t_.e!ecaénmumt;‘:;
tions equipment from iroops i the field to o cers in command posts, for final review by joint Opemtzonls ont:ma

headquarters in Salisbury, A coded computerized printout of a sitrep (aQave:) describes: (1) an ambus{: by e emer: ; Oi?;z a
Rhodesian military batallion On an unknown number of ‘communist terrorists and t’he recovery of certain weapons; (2) the
deployment of the ‘Fire F orce’ in response to the sighting of a ‘communist terrorist sentry; (3) the sighting of a group of

communist terrorists’ by elements of the Special Branch: and the bombing of a mini tnstallation by ZANLA followed
by the unsuccessful tracking o J guerillas’ spoor. NFTR indicates ‘nothing further to report’,
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Forward With the Cooking Stick

ChuckdHanson, Amcrican

Johan Mewing, Defonce Correspondent,

Vietham war veteran in Rhodesian Army; .'.-._1 ey

How would you rate the guerillas’ intelligence?

Excellent. The best. Even better than Vietnam.
They lived with the people, they were the people.
That’s the ultimate factor in a war like this, having
the indigenous population with you. They kept the
gooks intormed, with local, tactical, hard combat
intelligence, not all the highfallutin stuff we put
out. — the sitreps we relayed, and all that. That’s
not intelligence, though we had plenty of that.

Rhodestan Broadaastin Larporation:

Was their intelligence good? Amazingly so. Oh, shit
— that mujiba system! It was those houts — mostly
teenagers — who were ostensibly herding cattle, or
whatever. Those houts, they knew exactly what
was gomg on, exactly where the army was going
and why. For example, they’d see a troopie loading

beer crates — next thing:you knew the word was
back that the soldiers are off to drink beer. Yeah,

they evolved a very, very good intelligence system

with those mujibas. _ ! |
In fact it was so good I almost saw my ass as a :

result. We were on patrol and picked up an old guy

They had the picannin who’d run and tell them,
8 ‘The soldiers are coming.”’ That’s combat intelli-
*  gence. The gooks had plenty of it, and we didn’t.

and made him tell us where the gooks were. This

gl old Af told us where they were, said there were

Diive Brooks, Special AirServices: 7 just a few. So we ambled down there — and ran

into about 40 of them. Forty fucking gooks! They

i The other side had the most infallible intelligence shot the shit out of us. That old Af knew what he

: system m the world. It was because of the ningz, as was doing.

: you say In Shona — that’s a word that means
: ‘what’s-his-name’. It’s the guy who just sits around ;

all day and does nothing. No one would question
him, because 1t’s so natural for them to sit around
and do nothing. But iIn fact he’d be carefully
watching all that’s going on, and he’d go back and
- report 1t all to the terrs. It’s a difficult system to
£ - beat.

Is that what they were called — ningrs?

No, that’s what I called them. They called them
munbas.

AkébﬂlBare’ stuedent  Chibrs

L

]
T

Every schoolboy around here was working as a
munba, when he went home after school. I Just
came to be a mujiba when the comrades first came
in and told us their politics. Then we believed
them. Then they began sending us to collect
blankets or to look for the enemy. When I was sent
to count the soldiers, I went secretly because when ?
you are seen you are shot, of course. You look to ’
see how many they are and what type of guns they
have. You must go secretly — if you are noticed.
then you are done for.

The soldiers were suspicious of the people
around here; they knew all the people around here
were for the comrades and therefore when they
) saw anyone moving about they just had the idea
that he’s a mujiba. Women could also be sent. Even

an old man, he could be sent to see what was going
on. Usually an old man would not be suspected
because he could just go as a drunkard man passing
by and they wouldn’t think he was looking for
soldiers, you see.

Wearing tattered clothes you would not be
suspected. Also you could just count them (the
soldiers) secretly, not by pointing them, just by
watching them, you could approximate their
number, you see.

How did you convey information to the guerillas?
We met them at their bases. That is where thev
would be telling us to go out and look for soldiers.
or to go and tell the people to come to the pung-
we. That 1s where we would meet and tell them
what we had learned. Sometimes, if we could not
meet the comrades, we would just make a sign.
with the drum. I would hit the drum so manv beats
— gong, gong, gong — to pass the message that the
enemies are coming, so the comrades could know
and all the people could run away.

Were you ever armed?

We mujibas, we did not have any guns. Sometimes
I wished I had a gun but the comrades did not trust
all of us, even though they trusted some of us.
They could not just give the gun because it wanted
courage, you see. If you are not courageous you
cannot be given a gun because when the enemv ;
comes you will leave the gun and run away. Then

Algonard Gwianza, shopkeeper, Mrewadid

We had our own local police, you could say. They
worked side by side with the boys and they were
called the mujibas.

g B )y
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PAGE & ROVOFA Q%2 C O WM F L D E N T 1 AL
MUJLLBAS. BPOOR FOL BHORT DIGT WHERE LOBT. WFIR,

A, *r"

R B Y )

.,,1
v
g e

Ry S W R e e
4 T Rl S - _. ::-_ . - ] > S
. ﬂmr#ﬂ‘. e, % : -
- " o '-..-F = = ¥ - Aan g
o el . - ,& . "'-"'
il Lo T

' = - . i-h"- .L ._: l
we A T

yo""g boys who served as °‘the eyes and the ears’ of the
guerillas were known as mujibas.




1ighting logethey

" the gun will be taken by the enemy and that is a
disadvantage to the comrades.

How did you select mujibas?

Well you know that saying, ‘action speaks louder
than words’. You’d find from the action of these
mujibas — and their intelligence, of course — as to
the way one reports to you on situations and
developments. That would tell you 1f someone
could be a good mujiba.

Also, it was not only the way of doing
reconnaissance that was important: it was also the
way of giving the message. During the war it was
Important to give a message In a way in which one
who is not a local of that area would not Know
what is taking place. That is why we sometimes
used the drum. Say an enemy 1s approaching a
village or an encampment where the guerillas were
nearby, then the drums could be a warning. There

were different kinds of beats, so you could easily

detect that that beat means this thing. For the
enemy s intelligence they relied on these walkie-
talkies and that was a problem to us. So often we
discovered walkie-talkies that had been given to the
people so as to report on us. But our itelligence
was better because we trusted the masses. In areas
where the masses were united it would be very
difficult for any enemy agents to infiltrate,

What the guerillas understood as trust of the
masses, the security forces saw as ‘subversion of
the locals’. An intelligence officer’s response to the
discovery of a ‘subverted’ village: interrogation.

Bob North, Rhodesian Intelligence Corps:

An 1nitial security force operation was to go Into
an area, pull out the locals, bring them into base,
ask them what movements they’d seen, what was
In the area, what terrorists, numbers, weapons. As
soon as they got back to their kraal, the guerillas
would be in and they’d ask them what was happen-
Ing at our base. It was good intelligence. They
would get numbers, troop movements, 1n the bases
themselves, so they got a good inside knowledge of

We did the same thing. We planted people in
kraals to find out what was happening on the
guerilla side, but-their intelligence was more effec-
tive. They would monitor our bases and you could
guarantee after a couple of days of us taking in
witnesses we’d be stomped — hit, a base attack —
because their knowledge was S0 good.

I remember one time I found a guy we’d taken
in for interrogation and there he was, marking out
the camp, pacing it out and writing it down! They

| were walking around cam 8 taking notes and then
' ' " 1as; for sure. So they’d

— how far they would
That’s ruow good their

AR R
R

intelligence was, = eI h 4
Their bush telegraph — that word of mouth
network — was by far superior to our intelligence.

They knew exactly what the Security Forces were
doing, virtually 24 hours a day, through their
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runners, the sympathizers, the mujbas. Those
munbas would give the terrs logistics, troop move-
ments, troop strengths, and that was one of their
greatest attributes as far as intelligence was
concerned.

And I’ll tell you something — it wasn’t just the
young boys who were involved. They had a lot of
women working with them. I remember this one

time we were sitting on an OP one day and there
was this junior troopie, sitting with me. I said, ‘Do

you notice anything unusual about the group of

women — there were five of them — walking down
the path?’ And he said, "Yes, they’re all carrying
water down to the river.’ I said, ‘Well, anything
else?’” And he said no. I sald, “They’re all pregnant,
and they all look as though they’re the same
distance gone — don’t you think there’s something
suspicious about that?’ So we went down to check
It out. Land mines. Under their Jumpers. It was
incredible. And they’re heavy, those things.
Incredible. Five of the buggers. Ten land mines.
One down their backs and one around the front,

on rope. So I'd say that the women were pretty
involved.

The female equivalent of 2 mujiba is known by

another Shona word: chimbwido. These were the
women who cooked for the guerillas, who carried

material and messages over long distances and who
gathered ‘intelligence’.

Ridzai Gidi, Z ANT.A political commissars

camp, we could send a woman — one of those
women we called chimbwido. We could send her,
then she could be proposed by a policeman, and
during their love affairs she can persuade him to
tell her all the duties they carry out in the camp,
how they are deployed, their ammunition, and
eventually when that chimbwido comes back to
our base she can tell us all the information which
she will have been given by that policeman. Then,
automatically we will find it very easy to attack
that camp. After that, when we have attacked the

camp, some masses would go and try and feel pity
for those soldiers or policemen who have been
Killed there and they would seem to be crying for
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| their children. Yet they would be going to count

~ the number of casualties. They can even help bury

.
rI

. them but they would be counting the dead. Then

F .

- they would come and tell us al] the i .
- they had learned. | ¢:information

L
i

-

Dave Brooks, Special Air Services:
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Chimbwidos were skilled
at carrving heavy loads and thus were able ¥4
Lo assist in the transport of war materials. * |
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k}r:ow, our eyes would have been wider open. With
the terrorists, it was their penetration, theijr Spy
network, that was so damned good. Our farm had a

y ey ‘ unterpart, as the war
spread and intermittently threatened the cities.
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o ward With the Cooking Stick
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. me and report at once. L o The lifeblood of the guerilla war was this open line
* ph, they were so rough. They took me in that -

of communication with the peop le. It allowed the
tmall Toom, and they took a sort of a cape and v LS P! RE S OV

8 ~ guerillas to communicate their goals and i
_ Y:s?]akcd It In water and they put 1t over me. the p_ecoplc. and the people to communicate the e
rhen they put somet_hmg ll!(e elcctrlmty —-_I don’t changmg Circumstances in the war zones to the b5 _
xnow What it is — with a pin here and 2 pin there '

L S A

v 00 guerillas.  As for communication between the
points to breasts) and I was beaten and shocked | regime’s forces and the people, those lines had so
ad ~ badly eroded over the years that the o

. g 1at the guerillas easily =~
Py ! " . ’ " e . ' gt LA RN i At A
ad — 1 c’ould just hear him — ‘She’s going to die: - presided over the complete severing of all ties. - eSS N
eave her,” so they took everything out of me and [ L EL T e e LR AR R Pl v WAL o8

LS : S A TR : | o ST AR D i LA AE S . Y SRRt ) L ey T i
a8 Just collapsed on the floor. And then they L A R S R et TA R
goured water on me. Then they came back and iy B o s
aid, ‘It 1s better you tell the trut , that you have ' ,

§ oked for the bOYS and you are giving injections . \liloma (.'/mf.rm_\w/m a2 Kl
s the boys. You just admit it and then you’ll be (-'/“HHH‘('H,::'H SONY: 3
;‘d” - ' . A | R ot TP, “‘zf‘i'nh‘ heks 2 LA :

. And my husband was taken too. We went to- Our mothers are being har‘asséd’_ﬁf‘tiié boers
wther. They said he knows it and he was beaten in They are asked, ‘Where are your sons?’

bhe SAME way as me. They said he’s the one who 1S Isn’t it so, brother? : ; |

fing clothes for the boys and doing everything | . RS 3
r the boys. Ihey do not say our sons are now comrades,

Was any of that true? They say our sons are working on the farms

. b - - . . .

3 vfasall true, but I couldn’t say 1t at that time. Where they do not need registration certificates;

,; But a sub-machine gun

g _ _ It has no time for tal King,

ven cooking for the guerillas carried severe penalties

| : : It talks only in action.
gnder the regime’s ‘anti-terrorist’ laws, yet many women y

" — the chimbwidos — willingly offered support.

T
¥

& 1
" IlL.rl- Ji. .
1- =

& e i ] —— =

Brother Fidelis Mukonure, rural y

outh coordinator:

There was no communication between the blacks
and the whites.

All the time, the whites were being told: ‘We are 9
fighting against the terrorists and those terrorists |
are communists.” That was all they were being told
and that’s all they believed. T'hey didn’t know the
blacks, to put it bluntly. They knew their cooks,
they knew their workers, they saw them, they
talked with them but they didn’t know them in
reality. They would tell their workers, ‘You see,
these terrorists are terrible,” and their workers

would say, ‘Oh yes, sure boss, sure, these people
are really bad.’

But they didn’t know that that very guy would
be sending stuff to the guerillas. They didn’t know,
because they didn’t understand them. They
thought they were so stupid, but they were the
very people who were fighting the war.

S0 I could understand the whites, why they
were bitter, because they were given only one side
of the coin. They didn’t know what was actually
happening in the bush and underground — that the
ordinary civilians, including their own cooks and
workers — were part and parcel of the liberation
struggle.
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The regime’s forces can only survive if they are fed
with information from the people. Once that

source dries up, it becomes an army of occupation.

[t can move into an area, but its soldiers will not be
greeted. They will not be given water. If anythi

everybody is anxious to betray them. Once they
become an army of occupation, they have lost the
war, no matter how much machinery they have.
T'hat is what happened in this country.




Fighting Togethe‘

chimbambaira, what made the bovs to win wai

that they were VETy co-operative with the poy,, 2

the people. The povo and the boys were |

Their intelligence? Meaning the information of the ' 8
Patriotic Front ter

rorists? Very pood. Ve
First class. They knew what was going on,
Why didn’t your side know what was going on?
Dammital! We couldn’t go

Gallup Poll in the operational

ry good. any time, Any old person walking, 1f he could ; i

°¢€ something, he would run and report to the
boys. Even the women were doing that. Becay,

: S¢
We were all together. We were united. That’s the

thing that made the boys to win. That’s the th
that made us to win.

around conducting a
area!

jﬁg

Richard Dewa,

You said that at firs

t vou thought th
could never win. Did VOu

that?

at the guerillas

change vour mind about You see, the people plaved a greater

part m the

Jruggie, even more than our forces. The people are
Yes, we changed after 2 time, because we saw the the owners of the country; the comrades were only
way the}' were fighting.. that 1t was vVery wonderful. d m}hmr}.' wing. In our Operations, most of the
We found that the li()j\*s were cleverer than the spade work was done by the people.
soldiers. The regime had aeroplanes, but the bovs,
they had these things — I don't kne

W what they
say chumbambaira.
ground, then when 4

in Shona we

They could bury it under the
big vehicle comes, 1t could run on top of it and Forward with the war of liberation!
then it would burst, then it crashed and the Forward with the people of Zimbabwe!
soldiers were killed.

Forward with Just causes all over the world!
Land mines? Forward with the m unbas!
A land mine, ves, that’

Forward with the chimbwidos!
the name. Land mine. T'hat’s what the boys were

Forward with the mothers who cooked for the
, bovys!

Forward with the cooking stick!

Chimurenga slo BARSLi 4 o
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122 How
“.. manv attacks against churches, blamed on

t  were in fact discrediting operations?

| _' | e L
i Were there other efforts to sme - - s 1'; ;
i which were never €Xposed In the med; | -

guerillas, : | ol e - 5
The answers S R e

"~ PIOpaganda 'war. escalate 'to " such v
. proportions? What forces gave ri
i a response from the regime’s
. gandists?

Some answers to these complex questions can
be found in the story of Bere

Jena Mission. It is a
story that gives the lie to th

¢ ultimate myth of
the Zimbabwean conflict — the mvth of neutrality.

i 1s the story of the Propagancda war and its effects
on the hearts and the minds and the bodies of 3l
its participants — black and white.

Bowow g

------

[ think strict heutrality is not possible. To report
to the Security Forces js also to give up your
neutrality, to g0 on one side from the start. You
can't be indifferent: neutrality doesn’t mean that.
You can’t just stand there as an island and think,
[ am here and it doesn't bother me what js going
on. From the beginning, I think the test for us was:
where are the pcople standing? Because we had no
other stand possible for us. The people were
agaressed by the government. so vou had to take
4 stand agaipst the ds8ressor, and then vou can’t

tha:
anc

be absolutely neutral any more,
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We had to grow into that. In t

Just a word for us — neutrality, In the beginning,
WE werc never put to the test, We Just heard, ‘You
must  keep awav from politics’
theory. But when the war came

then we had to test that word neutrality’ and
then [ beg:

Jan to realize that in 4 way neutrality just KA
meant an escape from coming to a decision. Where TS
_EC | Yol creallviiiiBst wantiis

< to evade the jssue. The vhapel i
that’s what neutrality means, and e cannot be Tribal Trust I,
cutral because to he neutral would be 10 Agree country,
with the poveinment. If''I just sit back and do
Nothing, that means | STCC; not saying anvthing, When did vou firs; learn that the vway
JUst being neutral, means consent.

A di. '
And so [ cannot carnest? -
JUst remain neutra] by doing nothin

And then also we came to
Struggle was 2 struggle of our pe
COme here for the
4 powe

he beginning, it was

» that was the
cventually to us.

o, Of armed strugole
realize that this guerilas had come
ople and we had |
sake of our people. It wasn’t just had known lone |

r strugele; it was a struggle for social justice. Bulawavao yioh:
And therefore we couldn’t remain neutral. With the early sixties.
YUr convictions, it just didn’t make se

"Hi‘f '~'~'f1=-'1‘2 W
;I} ﬁ:?} I]t;a_;‘j‘_:. , 3 .';i:'f
incidents. That there . | | St
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F igh ting Dfrty

medicines. Then Si1gned
: about three Names, [t ;¢
In from the north, recognise the letters becy
he south, s bv the

bogus letters from Joca] ¢
S0 get to kno

“Yours jn Struggle® With
Important 1, he able to
4S€ vou do sometin
hieves askine f

W the names on th
and thep

e letters and get to
_ Know the messengers, Letters from COMrades
SO sudden]y aways come by nessenger. We once had 4 lettey
est, that it through the POst demanding that we dismjgse a
arc¢ so near to certain employee; byt this turned oyy to be fropm
from the sSomeone whoe had ; grudge against this Person f,,

became Inde- SOMe persona] 'Cason, and had nothing

C4aSt and 1t wey h

. ot _uernilias, | woyld ‘ccommend that vou
Lo think. I rephv to letters, OV the same messenger. 7
Y €Stablish a voed rapport with t}

d couple of weeks of |
medicmf.a the

1€ comrades. and
HCHLES T Yhemy tha VOu are fritsndl‘},'. When Vo,
WTITC, use the siogans and S1gN “‘Yours 17) Slruggle’
gh the MIission network Probabj-- i would also pe Wise to adopt a nom de
warning, some SUCrre, just a. they use. Ihis wil avord some
unity soon found thgay Cmbarrassmens 11 the letters are iound by the -
h » only their lived €Xperiences taught army’,
them how L0 resolve the contradiction ofneutralit}’. After

€lters and Supplying

queri]las came to visj us. Thev came

“1€ Sunday,

Unarmed ang dnrecognisabje if they
had not INtroduced themselves. J think thjs Was g
01t unusua], cspecially since ;¢ Was during the day-
;. ly dear brother in Christ, time. A more usual thino. Indeed whay happens
3 now, is that they come armed and gzt night. The
& From what you tell me, it Sounds as if the yyay 1S pPoint of the Hrst visit is tq see what
_* OW moving inte your area and You are rapjdly
:  finding yourself In the |

happens after
they go. or While they are there. Reme
they are NErvous, becagse thev ‘_
VC all vet. They wil] pe Watching to see if dnvone goes
OUr experiences off to make - te] ‘
| Inform the army. So jt is Important to spend vouyr
time  with ¢ | !

Same situation WE€ were in 1
few vears ago. I think ;

F—

mber that

L0 disappear to do
anything, however ‘inocent, on the carly visits.
ur re ationship has been Later on, When they can LTUST Vou a bjt more, yoy
£00d over the years I think the people have geen do not have ¢ be quite se cautious aboyt their
the mission s being toncemed for the sufferings Sensitivitjes.
O the people, and a5 having beep of rea] help to Alter the firss few tria] visits, if voy show yoy
“ them. However I know of >Ome missions where this aTC trustworthy. then the guerillas wil] pe able to
4S5 Not been the Case. In these pPlaces the people relax with you. We have had them with e in the
have felt that the missionaries looked down on the SOMmunity common *00m,; ‘on 3 few Occasions
People and treateq them roughly. At such missions drinking, dancing and tal
the missio aries have had to leave, Te '
Wh

King; really jus




zgle’ with

pe able to
times get
)T money,
ind get to IS to i
comrades to politicize the masses’; . 5
{ a letter conscientize the People. This involves telling the e
lismiss g ¢pt outside. I wondered what was going to what the struggle is a]] about, to make them AWare %f
be from 1. But, in fact, we Just talked about medicines of the evils of the Present system, and to répare 5]
‘rson for gowW the war was going, while [ was given . them 1o cI€ale a new system of Justice where there
do with s and milk. They asked me to stay the night I 1s no exploitation. So the guerillas spend a Jot of e
i always them to talk about politics. But soon a their time addressing meetings with long Speecheg 3
N1s helps $ager arrived to say that the army had arrijved The Speeches are VETy repetitive., with lots of it
des, and five kilometres away, so they told me SINgIing and lots of slog -i:hzmting. They do not &
nen you 1ome and they moved to another camp. 80 Into the problems very deeply but, rather like
truggle’, ¢ then I have been called out severs] times, a religious revivalist Service, it rouses the people,
nom de mes to talk to them about how the war is Their other Job is to disrupt the cjvil adminj. 4
1 SOme ¥ or to give them some advice on the yse of stration and, ultimately to cause it to collapse by :
by the 'S, Oor to be given money to go and buy OVErstretching it and undermmmg morale. So you .
s for them do not see major military activity. You see 3 whole
bplying guerillas are supported by the people in series of ambushes which means a large area i .
Yy came of Providing a place to sleep and providing potentially unsafe and has to be patrolled. The
it they They will also €Xpect the mission to support larger the area that is made like this, the more
5 was a that is to play its Part in the liberation people have to be called up into the army and the -
1e day- e. I have found the most popular things are MOre money has to pe Spent on the war. Al}d the
Appens nes and clothing T'he guerillas ry to provide whites in the cities will be more and more incop.
t. The ical service for the people and they expect venienced by having to travel everywhere in convoys
s after #15s1on to provide medicines. The mission is outside the Clties, having S0ns and husbands
T that ible to help with clothing, In that we have continually in and oyt of security dutles,busmcsses
poR at #oTt and can drive into Salisbury to buy short-staffed and luxury Commodities unavailab]e
e goes 2 In the shops,
1o to ‘ou are only able to help them with some of Generally speaking, the guerillas will kil three
your edicines, or with a little money, or if they tVpes of persons: OPPressors, sell-outs and witches,
0 do jave to wait for shopping untj] YOou next make Many white farmers manage to survive becayse
VISILS. . then I have found them very understandinq, they are known to be good to their emplovees, and
» You '8 4s you explain the reason. But if voy then they gIve some assistance to the guerillas.
their " refuse CVEry request, then this suggests that However, if the local people tell the guerillas that
e not Cooperating and not SUpporting the 1 certam farmer treats his employees very badly,
you e. To begin with [ thought there wae some then he js certainly going to have hijs farm
€ to ior the mission and the Church remaining attacked. A sell-out who gves information to the
1 the i In the contlict, in terms of 1ssistance. But army, 1s usually accused at a trial] ope night by the
ons, § ot take long to realize that thjs js com- guerilas. If found guiity he will pe sentenced to
(ing. & mpossible, «f YOu are net for the guerillas beating or to be killed. Witches are similar, With
aced ¥ T the struggle, then ¥You are against. and the witches ¢specially, this provides an Opportunity
gers $ng is to get out, for people to settle loca] grudges and squabbles,
°n ¥ missionaries have been on VErv good terms and the accusers are the local People who want to
Ink he local DC and army cOmmanders, going be conveniently rid of their personal enemy,
ure U them for tea In the atternoon. [t js In all this, it is as well to remember the numbers
oo fFiible o STay at vour mission and continue involved in the beatin;; or kiHing of civilians.
on ¥ hat sort of thing, When the drmy come here Government PTOpaganda would have us believe
ed. ¥Ston us, [ am alwavs very polite and helpful, that the army Kills terrorists only, apart from a few
Lm - 7Ty that [ am unable 10 help them because ] CIVilians caugnt in cross-fire’ Since you now have
re §' know anvthing about 41y 1errorists. Thev the war in your area, vou wijl realize that ‘caught
r1l __ lam Iving. But thev are reluctant. ai present. N Ccross-fire’ means that the i'my attacked 3 vﬂ]age
m, € ‘Ough with 4 missionary, The time mavy wel] thinking there may be guerillas there. Thev opened
it g Ut | see NO point in Provoking them hile HTe indiscriminatelv On evervone, kﬂling{ women
ne g ‘dme time not cultivatine their Irtendshin. NG chilidren Honge with 41V guerillas who may
I'e BR7 'Y 1mportant to realize that yvou gre ave been there. You will also hear of ‘f{:}llow-up
b oed By the PTOpaganda put oyt by the “perauons’. This means the army AITIVING at a
0 i Meng through the radio, TV and newspapers. Village and beating People at the village, taking
P . Ough e Know it is largely made up ot lies people away fo |
i Mortions of the truth. it still has a subte
A

} ) | * intcrmgatmn and
attempt to find o

,r’n us. We get the And the number
1 4 . :

Impression that the

ut where the gueri]
: , disorganized group
4l deyils |

s of civily

ans involved in army 4.
activities of this Sort far exceed those beaten or ,
» ‘unnIng around without purpose, Killed by guerillas.
’ ¥ g and Killing any easy target without
| Nation We

| tend to think that their leaders
¥ TPetent and vicious, seeking only fo
;“‘1‘ In fact. Mugabe and the

The people know this, 1S 1

their absolute SUpport to th

vhy they give
certainly have

¢ guerilas. They :
some fear of the guerillas, but they
_ other leaders have fear ang hatred of the army. And the army
Much more ~ompetent, intelligent and do not seem to realize that

the more bruta] they




are the Selouy

guerillas.
going to be dealing wwith

In the governmen 21ves them thej,

querillas, I think that ] have now €Xhayg;,,. :
then 1t is as we]] O remember the stryjns under can give vou from MY €Xperience. N\};‘
which they are living. Unlike regular army, they IS to Pray that God wij Protecy
are behind caemy lines 24 hours day They people. By Staying with your
cannot be off duty untj] they return to Mozam- Preaching the meaning of the 1,
bique after severy] months. They are trained under more power than
4 Strict code of behaviour, " and the section

coOmmander carrjes

FEporting operations.
rules: not

his note book w

1th him for
This bool

¢ also contains the
Lo force dnvone to ajyve
ask, do not demand-

» Tepav peopie what they
give VOU: no drinkin:: no marijuang -
NO mvolvement With oirls: b, | |

“rieous. Needless
tO say, these rules gre HOL alwals strictly adhered
tO, parucularly the one abou: drink ki [ think.
that given the Strains they

can play 4 |

teel that
something they have said severy

they can occasionally come ana relax there of
receive help for particular problems, then i a1ves
them a bit more Secunity and | think i can have g
moderating effect on their behavionr.

You wi]l have to get used 1o handling the
occasional drunk guerilla, In this they are like anv
drunk person. apart from the facs that thev are
armed, and so ip this state coujd be dangeroys.
Thev talk 4 great deal, and are casily humoured. Iy

1S certainly not the time to (ryv’: to have 3 ger
conversation

Vou anvthine:

! ~% =
L ()}

SLIOKINo

[Ive und " MISSIonN
'3 ,, |
labiilzinoe role. §

1OUS

Or 10 criticize them, or Stdart an
argument. You can sSometimes have 4 Serious
conversation

Or cCriticize them.

*ou well enough ¢ TUst you, when thev are not
drunk, and when there are no junior

In the group. You Wil

Criticisms.
handled well, it can :

be very im portant,
The reason they are so sensitive about public
Criticism is that it undermines thejr

authority in
the area. Their aim is tO convert an are, from a
‘contested area’ to ga ‘Scmi-libcmwd area’ to g
liberated arey’ The idea] they are working towuards
1s therefore 1 ' area. This is one in
which the : |

when they know

comrades or
not be allowed
' and

courts etc.
Since I know

an
point that they are not te
YOu are popular with the people for us to think that the
dround vyou, and vou are Sympathetic to the not terrorists,” they kep
liberation Struggle, you should have no trouble unarmed people like you.
from the liberation torces. That 1S, unless von People. We come here to fig
decide to argue with a drunken guerilla, or are W€ are not terrorists
unfortunate €nough to have 3 guerilla come into what we thought aboyt
your area who js unbalanced or hzs a grudge sald, ‘You know quit
454INst missionaries. For ¢Xample, Father Pieper heard enoug about
was killed by , guerilla who w
been expelled from a mis

sure ottt Then there
$ Scouts. To my knowledge they
0 visits here. On both occasions they
LZANLA forceg. On the first j

_)cc.asmn

’
thing, just to give medicine.’
but

Sunday., And if we

Yours in Struggle,

Mushon ga Uno rapal?

4 Sunday aftern
people,
blcycles
W€ came round 3 hi
distance — i Ju
thev were, Then
Angelica said, ‘Sh:
o running
good 1dea.’ S
I Just thought,
dpproached the
Pass? Tipfurew
signs for

We oot

thev were. So |

! said,
mana,’ — yoy know, the
then they said,

said,

Surely not, we
near,” and this they

given us a surprise,

o

their aim of ﬁghting,

Then they talked abouyt

we have

oon
Sister Angelica
» and we were Cy

Shall we turn
away from agpme

M and I shouted ;
0?’ And then o

mission. Then they R
¢y asked whet - 2N
"The people call you fulh. Ny
word for boys, 44 et
Ct us here?’ AR &
that tﬁf"*g

‘Did vouy expe

had no 1dea you weit
€hjoyed, of course,

Ar}d then I said,

C
VOou ever did n ol

éhOUId also bf_‘ (_*-,_]‘- =

down from

Shona

the armed

¥ ; | - T
d _! L ‘
B T s
I.I

-

We don’t ref?
the h05p1t3__1y>_ :

AR

» WE Saw th
St needed a sec

We Knew -

d striking Very much 4 @
rrorists. Th ey did
Y were terrorists. WEERE L
U saying. ‘We do m**
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doctor and he told ys.
rant, Just tell ue how 1

They thank
INg 1t to us, and j

D y ! | . .

we don’t mind WO makes the drangement,’ 1 sald,

1 think jp better thar We bring it here to you

again’, an( That’s 4] right.’

the mission and 3]}

'XcCited, *\-Ieer_ing the
{uenees — jf v, meet the
¥ have to SROTE andvif o don’t repor
Ainking f all th; '

cm — y
"These are the things we
YOU want to by

the time

M meant
m, then yoy

VO

CLH!] i

(rom the |

# Margarer
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S€’S mouth’ Then he CNcouraged
come over to their Office whenever SOometh;,
troubling me.

But 3zt that sta
~ontact with gye

have a gun _ 1t’s hopeless. In
this Sltuation, wh

at are you doing as ap individual
* Then yoy don’t h

ave the support of
the people anymore, who haye 1O guns. You, to be
WI 1IN my journal. amongst the oy lary people without gun 1s -
(Consults journal) Here it 1S, July ’76. Their first already a kind of , defence because then ou are
question was, ‘What 4r¢ your politics?’ So ] said, In the same situation. And no, ody is afraid of you
T'm Swiss, and e you know, we are neutral,’ Even j
(Chuckles) Then he asked, ‘Are ' |




\
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' Without a Gun

Sister: Radigunda Muller. teacher, Be

- The fact that we could
- people here, local people,
- that saved us. If we would

no communication with

- at a loss. Through
reiationship.

communicate with our
and with the comrades.
have had no contact and
them we would have been
communication you build up a

j PUCSEin charge, Berejena: -

You can’t live on an island; you need to know
what is going on. Whenever you went anywhere
you had to be guided by the population, to know
whether there is some danger ahead. When you
went out on a bicycle you constantly had to ask,
how is i1t?

Our relationship was

far better with the guerillas
than with the Security Forces, and I told that to
the Security Forces. I told them, ‘Each time you
cOmeE you are against us, yet I've never had a bad
word from a guerilla.’ Practically each time they
came here they came to find the guerillas. They
went through the whole mission and were looking
tor them everywhere. Once they sent seven heli-
~opters 1o search for the guerillas. And the first
thing when the Security Forces come to vou, vou
s § 4r¢ accused. Then you are tense. Their approach
right away was threatening, so we weren’t iriendly
In response. For Instance, we couldn’t offer them
anvthing to eat never. They would have
. expected 1t from Europeans, but we told ‘them,

"You forbid us to give food to the guerillas, so we

81

; not give food to you. Because then In the eves
e 1 the pecple we’ll be on your side and then it’s
shed for us.’

s interesting, that the lack of communication
the government was as important as the lack

un, .
'f you look very carefully at the places where
ilas took action against missions you will find
- that very often these missions had sign of
ommunication with the Security Forces. For
instance, they had a security fence, or some radio
“Ommunication that ‘Agric-Alert’. So such
missions were automatically closed by the guerillas.
The army kept trving to get us to Co-operate
With them, though. There was this psvchological
- § Wartare licutenant, and he tried to get us involved
\ With assisting the army. With this amnesty, they
VETe wanting us to act as middle-man IN contacting
the guerillas. I never supported 1t, because it was -
¢ § %2me 5o clearly one-sided. The Internal agreement
| Vas sicned between those who were on Smith’s
“Ue. If yvou have not the €nemy In on signing
‘“mething, it’s useless. And this is what | always
ld them when they came to try and get co-opera-
.0 for contacting the gueridlas. I always told
':“f:m, 1t’s first a political problem which has to be
with all parties which are involved in the
onflict. T won’t g0, Just sent by one party, to
e tnemy. I can’t do that.” So I said. ‘Until you

j(:nlve the question politically, I can’t help with any

;;fntactirig.’_

Bld the soldiers accept that?

iey the last years of the war they had gotten to be
S civil to us. I remember when [ came across

f)me soldiers on the road when I was cycling out

B Aot SR g e L,

L
WAL N

Lo say mass near our outstation. Their truck had
Just hit a land mine and they accused me, they
said, ‘You are responsible for this land mine
because you went out yesterday.’ It got hotter and
hotter and [ got the impression that they could just
shoot me. The European soldiers got so mad that

I mean,

people, they didn’t know their
language. The young Europeans coming with the
gun — they always did the wrone things.

>
And that was how they lost the war. Because

they lost the people, that was ver
Kept getting more and more bitter.
[ remember the day after two army soldiers were
killed in a contact with the guerillas near the
mission. All the mission staff were called out of
school by an army commander, and he told us that
he was very much ashamed of being a Romun
Catholic himself, seeing sisters and priests doing
such things, supporting the terrorists. Then the
headmaster of our school said something about
being sort of a shepherd to the people, and the
army commander lost his temper. He shouted,
“Your shepherd? I’l] tell you where your shepherd
1s! Your shepherd is in Mozambique!’

‘ather Brancis Gamenzing, - .

priest ﬂ?cim oe, Bereen o et

He was referring to Robert Mugabe?

Of course. Who they hated and feared and did not
know. But, vou see, the Bethlehem Mission Society
nad had some contact with Robert Mugabe outside
the country, so we knew more than the propa-
ganda we got about him in Rhodesia. Many Swiss
VISILOTS went to Mozambique, so they could judge
the man for themselves. What we found out was
that the picture we got from these contacts outside
the country and the picture we got through our
contact with the guerillas inside was very
consistent. Mugabe seemed to bhe quite a decent
Man, not at all the monster we were told about on
the Rhodesian Broadcasting Corporation. And, of
course, we ulso listened to the [oice of Zimbabwe
| Mozambique, and that gave us a different

ud SO

We
That’s what they called us.
the government for

them. So if we didn’t comply with their wishes

were often accused of being communists.

But that was a slogan of
anybody who was against

then we were communists,

and we all got to hear
that word often — ‘You’'re

d communist’.

Name-calling was only
between the mission and

untl finally the mission’s
the state.20

the beginning. Relations
the military deteriorated
top priest was assailed by




