Mpgng 9
STATEMENT OF THE PRESI DENT OF THE REPUBLI C OF SOUTH AFRI CA,

H E. NELSON MANDELA, AT THE OAU MEETI NG OF HEADS OF STATE
AND GOVERNMENT: TUNI'S, JUNE 13-15 1994

VR CHAI RVAN,

DI STI NGUI SHED HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT,

HEADS COF DELEGATI ONS,

YOUR EXCELLENCI ES, M NI STERS, AMBASSADORS AND HI GH

COW SSI ONERS,

COVRADES, LADI ES AND GENTLEMEN

IN THE DI STANT DAYS OF ANTI QUITY, A ROVAN SENTENCED THI S
AFRI CAN CI TY TO DEATH.

CARTHAGE MUST BE DESTROYED! CARTHAGO DELENDA EST!

AND CARTHACGE WAS DESTROYED. TODAY AS WE WANDER AMONG | TS
RUI'NS, ONLY QOUR | MAG NATI ON AND HI STORI CAL RECORDS ENABLE US
TO EXPERI ENCE | TS MAGNI FI CENCE.

ONLY CUR AFRI CAN BEI NG MAKES | T POSSI BLE FOR US TO HEAR THE
PI TEOUS CRIES OF THE VI CTI M5 OF THE VENGEANCE OF THE ROVAN
EMPI RE.

AND YET WE CAN SAY TH' S, THAT ALL HUMAN CI VI LI SATI ON RESTS
ON FOUNDATI ONS SUCH AS THE RU NS OF THE AFRICAN CI TY OF
CARTHAGE. THESE ARCHI TECTURAL REMAINS, LIKE THE PYRAM DS OF
EGYPT, THE SCULPTURES OF THE ANCI ENT KI NGDOVB OF GHANA AND
MALI AND BENI N, LIKE THE TEMPLES OF ETHI OPI A, THE ZI VBABWE
RU NS AND THE ROCK PAI NTI NGS VOF THE KGALAGADI AND NAM B
DESERTS, ALL SPEAK OF AFRICA S CONTRI BUTI ON TO THE

FORMATI ON OF THE CONDI TI ON OF CI VI LI SATI ON.
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BUT, IN THE END, CARTHAGE WAS DESTROYED. DURI NG THE LONG

| NTERREGNUM THE CHI LDREN OF AFRI CA WERE CARTED AVAY AS
SLAVES. CUR LANDS BECAME THE PROPERTY OF OTHER NATI ONS, OUR
RESOQURCES A SOURCE OF ENRI CHVENT FCR OTHER PEOPLES AND OUR
KINGS AND QUEENS MERE SERVANTS OF FOREI GN POVERS.

N THE END, WE WERE HELD OUT AS THE QUTSTANDI NG EXAMPLE OF
THE BENEFI Cl ARI ES OF CHARI TY, BECAUSE WE BECAME THE
PERMANENT VI CTI M5 OF FAM NE, OF DESTRUCTI VE CONFLI CTS AND OF
THE PESTI LENCES OF THE NATURAL WORLD.

ON OUR KNEES BECAUSE HI STCORY, SOCIETY AND NATURE HAD
DEFEATED US, WE COULD BE NOTHI NG BUT BEGGARS. VWHAT THE
ROVANS HAD SOUGHT W TH THE DESTRUCTI ON OF CARTHAGE, HAD BEEN
ACHI EVED.

BUT THE ANCI ENT PRI DE OF THE PEOPLES OF CUR CONTI NENT
ASSERTED | TSELF AND GAVE US HOPE I N THE FORM OF G ANTS SUCH
AS QUEEN REGENT LABOTSI BENI OF SWAZI LAND, MOHAMED V OF
MOROCCO, ABDUL GAMAL NASSER OF EGYPT, KWAME NKRUMAH OF
GHANA, MURTALA MOHAMED OF NI GERI A, PATRI CE LUMUMBA OF ZAl RE,
AM LCAR CABRAL OF GUI NEA BI SSAU, AGHOSTI NO NETO OF ANGCLA,
EDUARDO MONDLANE AND SAMORA MACHEL OF MOZAMBI QUE, SERETSE
KHAMA OF BOTSWANA, WE.B. DU BOS AND MARTI N LUTHER KI NG OF
AVERI CA, MARCUS GARVEY COF JAMAI CA, ALBERT LUTHULI AND QLI VER
TAVBO OF SOUTH AFRI CA.

BY THEI R DEEDS, BY THE STRUGGLES THEY LED, THESE AND MANY
OTHER PATRI OTS SAI D TO US THAT NEI THER CARTHACGE NOR AFRI CA
HAD BEEN DESTROYED. THEY CONVEYED THE MESSACE THAT THE LONG
| NTERREGNUM CF HUM LI ATI ON WAS OVER

IT IS INTHEIR HONOUR THAT WE STAND HERE TODAY. IT IS A

TRI BUTE TO THEI R HEROl SM THAT, TCDAY, WE ARE ABLE TO ADDRESS
TH S AUGUST GATHERI NG



THE TI TANI C EFFORT THAT HAS BROUGHT LI BERATI ON TO SOQUTH

AFRI CA, AND ENSURED THE TOTAL LI BERATI ON OF AFRI CA,

CONSTI TUTES AN ACT OF REDEMPTI ON FOR THE BLACK PEOPLE OF THE
WORLD.

ITIS AGQFT OF EMANCI PATI ON ALSO TO THOSE WHO, BECAUSE THEY
VWERE WHI TE, | MPOCSED ON THEMSELVES THE HEAVY BURDEN OF

ASSUM NG THE MANTLE OF RULERS OF ALL HUVANI TY.

| T SAYS TO ALL WHO WLL LI STEN AND UNDERSTAND THAT, BY

ENDI NG THE APARTHEI D BARBARI TY THAT WAS THE OFFSPRI NG OF
EUROPEAN COLONI SATI ON, AFRI CA HAS, ONCE MORE, CONTRIBUTED TO
THE ADVANCE OF HUMAN CI VI LI SATI ON AND FURTHER EXPANDED THE
FRONTI ERS OF LI BERTY EVERYWHERE.

WE ARE HERE TODAY NOT TO THANK YQU, DEAR BROTHERS AND

SI STERS, BECAUSE SUCH THANKS WOULD BE M SPLACED AMONG
FELLOW COVBATANTS - WE ARE HERE TO SALUTE AND CONGRATULATE
YOU FOR A MOST MAGNI FI CENT AND HI STORI CAL VI CTORY OVER AN

| NHUVAN SYSTEM WHOSE VERY NAME WAS TYRANNY, | NJUSTI CE AND

Bl GOTRY.

VWHEN THE HI STORY OF OQUR STRUGGLE IS WRITTEN, IT WLL TELL A
GLORI OQUS TALE OF AFRI CAN SOLI DARITY, OF AFRI CA, S ADHERENCE
TO PRINCIPLE. IT WLL TELL A MOVI NG STORY OF THE SACRI FI CES
THAT THE PEOPLES OF OUR CONTI NENT MADE, TO ENSURE THAT THAT
| NTOLERABLE | NSULT TO HUVMAN DI GNI TY, THE APARTHEI D CRI ME
AGAI NST HUMANI TY, BECAME A THI NG OF THE PAST.

I T WLL SPEAK OF THE CONTRI BUTI ONS OF FREEDOM - WHOSE VALUE
'S AS MEASURELESS AS THE GOLD BENEATH THE SO L OF OUR
COUNTRY - THE CONTRI BUTI ON WHI CH ALL OF AFRI CA MADE, FROM
THE SHORES OF THE MEDI TERRANEAN SEA | N THE NORTH, TO THEA
CONFLUENCE OF THE | NDI AN AND ATLANTI C OCEANS | N THE SOUTH.



AFRI CA SHED HER BLOCD AND SURRENDERED THE LI VES OF HER

CHI LDREN SO THAT ALL HER CHI LDREN COULD BE FREE. SHE GAVE

OF HER LI M TED WEALTH AND RESCOURCES SO THAT ALL OF AFRI CA
SHOULD BE LI BERATED.

SHE OPENED HER HEART OF HOSPI TALI TY AND HER HEAD SO FULL OF
W SE COUNSEL, SO THAT WE SHOULD EMERGE VI CTORI QUS. A

M LLION TI MES, SHE PUT HER HAND TO THE PLOUGH THAT HAS NOW
DUG UP THE ENCRUSTED BURDEN OF OPPRESSI ON ACCUMULATED FOR
CENTURI ES.

THE TOTAL LI BERATI ON OF AFRI CA FROM FOREI GN AND WHI TE

M NORI TY RULE HAS NOW BEEN ACHI EVED. OUR COLLEAGUES WHO
HAVE SERVED W TH DI STI NCTI ON ON THE OAU LI BERATI ON COW TTEE
HAVE ALREADY CARRI ED OQUT THE H STORI CAL TASK OF W NDI NG UP
THI'S | NSTI TUTI ON, WHI CH WE SHALL ALWAYS REMEMBER AS A
FRONTLI NE FI GHTER FOR THE EMANCI PATI ON OF THE PECPLES OF OUR
CONTI NENT.

FI NALLY, AT THIS SUW T MEETING IN TUNIS, WE SHALL REMOVE
FROM OUR AGENDA THE CONSI DERATI ON OF THE QUESTI ON OF
APARTHEI D SOUTH AFRI CA.

WHERE SOUTH AFRI CA APPEARS ON THE AGENDA AGAIN, LET IT BE
BECAUSE VWE WANT TO DI SCUSS WHAT | TS CONTRI BUTI ON SHALL BE TO
THE MAKI NG OF THE NEW AFRI CAN RENAI SSANCE. LET I T BE

BECAUSE VWE WANT TO DI SCUSS WHAT MATERIALS | T WLL SUPPLY FOR
THE REBUI LDI NG OF THE AFRI CAN CI TY OF CARTHAGE.

ONE EPOCH WTH I TS H STORI C TASKS HAS COVE TO AN END.

SURELY, ANOTHER MJUST COMMVENCE W TH I TS OAN CHALLENCES.

AFRI CA CRIES QUT FOR A NEW Bl RTH, CARTHAGE AWAI TS THE
RESTORATI ON OF I TS GLORY.



| F FREEDOM WAS THE CROWN WHI CH THE FI GHTERS OF LI BERATI ON
SQUGHT TO PLACE ON THE HEAD OF MOTHER AFRI CA, LET THE

UPLI FTMENT, THE HAPPI NESS, PROSPERI TY AND COMFORT OF HER

CH LDREN BE THE JEWEL OF THE CROWN.

THERE CAN BE NO DI SPUTE AMONG US THAT WE MJUST BEND EVERY
EFFORT TO REBU LD THE AFRI CAN ECONOM ES. YQU, YOUR
EXCELLENCI ES, HAVE DI SCUSSED THI S MATTER MANY TI MES AND
ELABORATED THE | DEAS WHOSE | MPLEMENTATI ON WOULD LEAD US TO
SUCCESS.

THE FUNDAMENTALS OF WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE ARE KNOWN TO ALL
OF US. NOT LEAST AMONG THESE ARE THE NEED TO ADDRESS THE
REALI TY THAT AFRI CA CONTI NUES TO BE A NET EXPORTER OF

CAPI TAL AND SUFFERS FROM DETERI ORATI NG TERMS OF TRADE. OUR
CAPACI TY TO BE SELF- RELI ANT, TO FI ND THE | NTERNAL RESOURCES
TO GENERATE SUSTAI NED DEVELOPMENT REMAI NS VERY LI M TED.

QUI TE CORRECTLY, WE HAVE ALSO SPENT TI ME DI SCUSSI NG THE
EQUALLY COVPLEX QUESTI ONS THAT BEAR ON THE NATURE AND

QUALI TY OF GOVERNANCE. THESE, TOO, ARE CENTRAL TO OUR

CAPACI TY TO PRODUCE THE BETTER LI FE WH CH OUR PEOPLES DEMAND
AND DESERVE.

IN TH'S REGARD, WE SURELY MJUST FACE THE MATTER SQUARELY THAT
WHERE THERE | S SOVETHI NG WRONG | N THE MANNER | N WHI CH WE
GOVERN OURSELVES, | T MJST BE SAID THAT THE FAULT IS NOT IN
OUR STARS, BUT I N OQURSELVES THAT WE ARE | LL- GOVERNED.
TRIBUTE | S DUE TO THE GREAT THI NKERS OF OUR CONTI NENT WHO
HAVE BEEN AND ARE TRYI NG TO MOVE ALL OF US TO UNDERSTAND THE
I NTI MATE | NTERt CONNECTI ON BETWEEN THE GREAT | SSUES OF OUR
DAY OF , PEACE, STABILITY, DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RI GHTS,

COOPERATI ON AND DEVELOPMENT. -



EVEN AS WE SPEAK, RWANDA STANDS OUT AS A STERN AND SEVERE
REBUKE TO ALL OF US FOR HAVI NG FAI LED TO ADDRESS THESE

| NTERRELATED MATTERS. AS A RESULT OF THAT, A TERRI BLE
SLAUGHTER OF THE | NNOCENT IS TAKI NG PLACE | N FRONT OF OUR
VERY EYES.

THUS DO WE G VE REASON TO THE PECPLES OF THE WORLD TO SAY OF
AFRI CA THAT SHE W LL NEVER KNOW STABI LI TY AND PEACE, THAT
SHE W LL NEVER EXPERI ENCE DEVELOPMENT AND GROMH, THAT HER
CHI LDREN W LL FOREVER BE CONDEMNED TO POVERTY AND

DEHUVANI SATI ON AND THAT WE SHALL FOR EVER BE KNOCKI NG ON
SOMEBCDY, S DOCR PLEADI NG FOR A SLI CE OF BREAD.

VE KNOWIT AS A MATTER OF FACT THAT WE HAVE I T | N OQURSELVES
AS AFRI CANS TO CHANGE ALL THI S. WE MJST, I N ACTI ON, ASSERT
OUR WLL TO DO SO WE MJST, I N ACTION, SAY THAT THERE IS NO
OBSTACLE BI G ENOUGH TO STOP US FROM BRI NG NG ABQUT A NEW
AFRI CAN RENAI SSANCE.

WE ARE HAPPY, MR CHAIRVAN, TO COW T SOUTH AFRI CA TO THE
ACH EVEMENT OF THESE GOALS.

WE HAVE ENTERED THI S EM NENT AFRI CAN ORGANI SATI ON AND

REJO NED THE AFRI CAN COVMUNI TY OF NATI ONS | NSPI RED BY THE
DESIRE TO JO N HANDS WTH ALL THE COUNTRI ES OF OQUR CONTI NENT
AS EQUAL PARTNERS.

I T WLL NEVER HAPPEN AGAI N THAT OUR COUNTRY SHOULD SEEK TO
DOM NATE ANOTHER THROUGH FORCE OF ARM5, ECONOM C M GHT OR
SUBVERSI ON.

WE ARE' DETERM NED TO REMAIN TRUE TO THE VI SI ON WHI CH YOQU
HELD OQUT PPR SCQUTH AFRI CA AS YOU JO NED THE OFFENSI VE TO
DESTROY THE SYSTEM OF APARTHEI D.



THE VI SI ON YOU SHARED W TH US WAS ONE OF A NON- RACI AL

SOCI ETY, WHOSE VERY BEI NG WOULD ASSERT THE ANCI ENT AFRI CAN
VALUES OF RESPECT FOR EVERY PERSON AND COWM TMENT TO THE
ELEVATI ON OF HUMAN DI GNI TY, REGARDLESS OF COLOUR OR RACE.
VWHAT WE ALL Al MED FOR WAS A SOUTH AFRI CA WH CH WOULD SUCCEED
I N BANI SHI NG THE ETHNI C AND NATI ONAL CONFLI CTS WHI CH

CONTI NUE TO PLAGUE OUR CONTI NENT.

WHAT WE, TOGETHER, HOPED TO SEE, WAS A NEW SQUTH AFRI CA
FREED OF CONFLI CT AMONG | TS PECPLE AND THE VI CLENCE THAT HAS
TAKEN SUCH A HEAVY TOLL, FREED OF THE THREAT OF THE CIVIL
STRI FE THAT HAS TURNED M LLI ONS OF PECPLE | NTO REFUGEES BOTH
I NSI DE AND QUTSI DE CUR COUNTRI ES.

WE ALL PRAYED AND SACRI FI CED TO BRI NG ABOUT A SCUTH AFRI CA
THAT WE COULD HOLD OQUT AS A TRUE EXAMPLE OF THE DEMOCRACY,
EQUALI TY AND JUSTI CE FOR ALL, VWH CH THE APARTHEI D SYSTEM WAS
CONSTRUCTED AND | NTENDED TO DENY.

THE VI SI ON YOU SHARED W TH US WAS ONE I N WHI CH WVE WOULD USE
THE RESOURCES OF OQUR COUNTRY TO CREATE A SOCI ETY IN VWH CH
ALL OUR PEOPLE WOULD BE EMANCI PATED FROM THE SCOURGES OF
POVERTY, DI SEASE, | GNORANCE AND BACKWARDNESS.

THE OBJECTI VE WE ALL PURSUED WAS THE CREATI ON OF A SCUTH
AFRI CA THAT WOULD BE A GOCD NEI GHBOUR AND AN EQUAL PARTNER
W TH ALL THE COUNTRI ES OF OUR CONTI NENT, ONE WH CH WOULD USE
| TS ABI LI TIES AND POTENTI ALI TI ES TO HELP ADVANCE THE COMVON
STRUGGLE TO SECURE AFRI CAAS RI GHTFUL PLACE W THI N THE WORLD
ECONOM C AND PCLI TI CAL SYSTEM

THUS MUST WE BU LD ON THE COMMON VI CTORY OF THE TOTAL

EMANCI PATI ON OF AFRI CA TO OBTAI N NEW SUCCESSES FOR OUR



CONTI NENT AS A WHOLE.

MR, CHAI RVAN:

WE ARE READY TO CONTRI BUTE WHAT WE CAN TO HELP END THE
GENCCI DE THAT |'S TAKI NG PLACE I N RWANDA AND BRI NG PEACE TO
THAT TROUBLED SI STER COUNTRY.

WE ALSO JO N THE DI STI NGUI SHED HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNVENT
AND LEADERS OF DELEGATI ONS | N URA NG A SPEEDY | MPLEMENTATI ON
OF THE QAU AND UN DECI SI ONS Al MED AT RESCLVI NG THE QUESTI ON
OF WESTERN SAHARA.

WE EXTEND OUR BEST W SHES TO THE LEADERS AND PECPLE OF
ANGCOLA | N THE FERVENT HOPE THAT THE PROCESS OF NEGOTI ATI ONS
IN WH CH THEY ARE ENGAGED W LL, AS A MATTER OF URGENCY,

BRI NG ABOUT THE PERVANENT AND JUST PEACE WHI CH THE PEOPLE OF
THAT COUNTRY SO RI CHLY DESERVE.

EQUALLY, WE WOULD LI KE TO EXPRESS OUR DEEP- FELT W SH THAT
THE NECESSARY MEASURES W LL BE TAKEN BY ALL CONCERNED TO
GUARANTEE THE SUCCESS OF THE PEACE PROCESSES | N MOZAMBI QUE
AND LI BERIA, TO END THE WAR I N THE SUDAN AND PROTECT
DEMOCRACY AND STABI LI TY I N LESOTHO

WE ALSO APPEAL TO THE WORLD COMMUNI TY TO RESPOND IN A

SENSI TI VE AND GENEROUS MANNER TO THE FAM NE THAT THREATENS
THE PEOPLES OF EAST AFRI CA

VR CHAI RVAN, CUR DELEGATI ON | S ALSO HAPPY TO ANNOUNCE THAT
WE HAVE HAD THE HONCUR TO PAY THE SUBSCRI PTI ON THAT THE OAU
HAS LEVI ED FOR SOUTH AFRI CA;

I N ADDI TION, AND AS A TOKEN OF THE COW TMENT COF THE PECPLE
OF OUR COUNTRY TO SUPPORT AFRI CA S PEACE EFFORTS, WE ARE
GLAD TO | NFORM THE ASSEMBLY THAT WE HAVE ALSO MADE AN
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ADDI TI ONAL CONTRI BUTION OF R1 M LLION TO THE OGAU FUND FOR
PEACE.

VE CONGRATULATE YQU, MR, CHAI RVAN, ON YOUR ELECTI ON AS THE
CURRENT CHAI RVAN OF THE OGAU AND THANK YOU, YOUR GOVERNMVENT
AND PEOPLE FOR THE EXTRACRDI NARY WELCOME YOU HAVE EXTENDED
TO US.

VE ARE | NDEED GLAD TO BE HERE BECAUSE TUNI SI A WAS AMONG THE
FI RST COUNTRI ES ON OUR CONTI NENT TO RESPOND TO OQUR APPEAL
FOR HELP, WHEN WE WERE OBLI GED TO TAKE UP ARMS TO FI GHT FOR
OUR LI BERATI ON.

WE THANK OUR BROTHER, PRESI DENT HOSNI MJUBARAK, FOR THE
QUTSTANDI NG WORK HE DI D DURI NG HI S CHAI RPERSONSHI P,

I NCLUDI NG THE DI RECTI ON OF THE EFFORTS OF THE QAU AS I T
HELPED US TO DEAL W TH POLI TI CAL VI CLENCE | N OUR COUNTRY AND
ENSURE THE HOLDI NG OF FREE AND FAI R ELECTI ONS.

WE SALUTE TOO, QOUR SECRETARY- GENERAL, H. E. SALI M AHVED
SALIM THE OAU SECRETARI AT, THE OGAU HEAD CF M SSI ON TO SOQUTH
AFRI CA, AMBASSADOR JCE LEGMAI LA, THE HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMVENT AND THE PECPLE OF OUR CONTI NENT WHO HELPED US
SUCCESSFULLY TO WALK QUR LAST M LE OF THE DI FFI CULT ROAD TO
FREEDOM

TO YQU ALL, WE WOULD LI KE TO SAY THAT YOUR SACRI FI CES AND
YOUR EFFORTS HAVE NOT BEEN I N VAIN. FREEDOM FOR AFRICA | S
YOUR REWARD. YOUR ACTI ONS ENTI TLE YOU TO BE SALUTED AS THE
HEROES AND HEROI NES OF OUR TI ME. ON YOUR SHOULDERS RESTS
THE RESPONSI Bl LI TY TO RESTORE TO OUR CONTI NENT | TS DI GNITY;
WE ARE CERTAI N THAT YOU WLL PREVAIL OVER_ THE CURRENTS TH5T
ORI G NATE FROM THE PAST, AND ENSURE THAT THE | NTERREGNUM OF
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HUM LI ATI ON SYMBOLI SED BY, AMONG OTHERS, THE DESTRUCTI ON OF

CARTHACE, |I'S | NDEED CONSI GNED TO THE PAST, NEVER TO RETURN.
GOD BLESS AFRI CA.
THANK YQU.



