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STATEMENT OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA,
H.E. NELSON MANDELA, AT THE OAU MEETING OF HEADS OF STATE
AND GOVERNMENT: TUNIS, JUNE 13-15 1994
MR CHAIRMAN,
DISTINGUISHED HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT,
HEADS OF DELEGATIONS,
YOUR EXCELLENCIES, MINISTERS, AMBASSADORS AND HIGH
COMMISSIONERS,
COMRADES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN
IN THE DISTANT DAYS OF ANTIQUITY, A ROMAN SENTENCED THIS
AFRICAN CITY TO DEATH.
CARTHAGE MUST BE DESTROYED! CARTHAGO DELENDA EST!
AND CARTHAGE WAS DESTROYED. TODAY AS WE WANDER AMONG ITS
RUINS, ONLY OUR IMAGINATION AND HISTORICAL RECORDS ENABLE US
TO EXPERIENCE ITS MAGNIFICENCE.
ONLY OUR AFRICAN BEING MAKES IT POSSIBLE FOR US TO HEAR THE
PITEOUS CRIES OF THE VICTIMS OF THE VENGEANCE OF THE ROMAN
EMPIRE.
AND YET WE CAN SAY THIS, THAT ALL HUMAN CIVILISATION RESTS
ON FOUNDATIONS SUCH AS THE RUINS OF THE AFRICAN CITY OF
CARTHAGE. THESE ARCHITECTURAL REMAINS, LIKE THE PYRAMIDS OF
EGYPT, THE SCULPTURES OF THE ANCIENT KINGDOMS OF GHANA AND
MALI AND BENIN, LIKE THE TEMPLES OF ETHIOPIA, THE ZIMBABWE
RUINS AND THE ROCK PAINTINGS VOF THE KGALAGADI AND NAMIB
DESERTS, ALL SPEAK OF AFRICA S CONTRIBUTION TO THE
FORMATION OF THE CONDITION OF CIVILISATION.
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BUT, IN THE END, CARTHAGE WAS DESTROYED. DURING THE LONG
INTERREGNUM, THE CHILDREN OF AFRICA WERE CARTED AWAY AS
SLAVES. OUR LANDS BECAME THE PROPERTY OF OTHER NATIONS, OUR
RESOURCES A SOURCE OF ENRICHMENT FOR OTHER PEOPLES AND OUR
KINGS AND QUEENS MERE SERVANTS OF FOREIGN POWERS.
IN THE END, WE WERE HELD OUT AS THE OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE OF
THE BENEFICIARIES OF CHARITY, BECAUSE WE BECAME THE
PERMANENT VICTIMS OF FAMINE, OF DESTRUCTIVE CONFLICTS AND OF
THE PESTILENCES OF THE NATURAL WORLD.
ON OUR KNEES BECAUSE HISTORY, SOCIETY AND NATURE HAD
DEFEATED US, WE COULD BE NOTHING BUT BEGGARS. WHAT THE
ROMANS HAD SOUGHT WITH THE DESTRUCTION OF CARTHAGE, HAD BEEN
ACHIEVED.
BUT THE ANCIENT PRIDE OF THE PEOPLES OF OUR CONTINENT
ASSERTED ITSELF AND GAVE US HOPE IN THE FORM OF GIANTS SUCH
AS QUEEN REGENT LABOTSIBENI OF SWAZILAND, MOHAMED V OF
MOROCCO, ABDUL GAMAL NASSER OF EGYPT, KWAME NKRUMAH OF
GHANA, MURTALA MOHAMED OF NIGERIA, PATRICE LUMUMBA OF ZAIRE,
AMILCAR CABRAL OF GUINEA BISSAU, AGHOSTINO NETO OF ANGOLA,
EDUARDO MONDLANE AND SAMORA MACHEL OF MOZAMBIQUE, SERETSE
KHAMA OF BOTSWANA, W.E.B. DU BOIS AND MARTIN LUTHER KING OF
AMERICA, MARCUS GARVEY OF JAMAICA, ALBERT LUTHULI AND OLIVER
TAMBO OF SOUTH AFRICA.
BY THEIR DEEDS, BY THE STRUGGLES THEY LED, THESE AND MANY
OTHER PATRIOTS SAID TO US THAT NEITHER CARTHAGE NOR AFRICA
HAD BEEN DESTROYED. THEY CONVEYED THE MESSAGE THAT THE LONG
INTERREGNUM OF HUMILIATION WAS OVER.
IT IS IN THEIR HONOUR THAT WE STAND HERE TODAY. IT IS A
TRIBUTE TO THEIR HEROISM THAT, TODAY, WE ARE ABLE TO ADDRESS
THIS AUGUST GATHERING.



THE TITANIC EFFORT THAT HAS BROUGHT LIBERATION TO SOUTH
AFRICA, AND ENSURED THE TOTAL LIBERATION OF AFRICA,
CONSTITUTES AN ACT OF REDEMPTION FOR THE BLACK PEOPLE OF THE
WORLD.
IT IS A GIFT OF EMANCIPATION ALSO TO THOSE WHO, BECAUSE THEY
WERE WHITE, IMPOSED ON THEMSELVES THE HEAVY BURDEN OF
ASSUMING THE MANTLE OF RULERS OF ALL HUMANITY.
IT SAYS TO ALL WHO WILL LISTEN AND UNDERSTAND THAT, BY
ENDING THE APARTHEID BARBARITY THAT WAS THE OFFSPRING OF
EUROPEAN COLONISATION, AFRICA HAS, ONCE MORE, CONTRIBUTED TO
THE ADVANCE OF HUMAN CIVILISATION AND FURTHER EXPANDED THE
FRONTIERS OF LIBERTY EVERYWHERE.
WE ARE HERE TODAY NOT TO THANK YOU, DEAR BROTHERS AND
SISTERS, BECAUSE SUCH THANKS WOULD BE MISPLACED AMONG
FELLOW-COMBATANTS - WE ARE HERE TO SALUTE AND CONGRATULATE
YOU FOR A MOST MAGNIFICENT AND HISTORICAL VICTORY OVER AN
INHUMAN SYSTEM WHOSE VERY NAME WAS TYRANNY, INJUSTICE AND
BIGOTRY.
WHEN THE HISTORY OF OUR STRUGGLE IS WRITTEN, IT WILL TELL A
GLORIOUS TALE OF AFRICAN SOLIDARITY, OF AFRICA,S ADHERENCE
TO PRINCIPLE. IT WILL TELL A MOVING STORY OF THE SACRIFICES
THAT THE PEOPLES OF OUR CONTINENT MADE, TO ENSURE THAT THAT
INTOLERABLE INSULT TO HUMAN DIGNITY, THE APARTHEID CRIME
AGAINST HUMANITY, BECAME A THING OF THE PAST.
IT WILL SPEAK OF THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF FREEDOM - WHOSE VALUE
IS AS MEASURELESS AS THE GOLD BENEATH THE SOIL OF OUR
COUNTRY - THE CONTRIBUTION WHICH ALL OF AFRICA MADE, FROM
THE SHORES OF THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA IN THE NORTH, TO THEA
CONFLUENCE OF THE INDIAN AND ATLANTIC OCEANS IN THE SOUTH.



AFRICA SHED HER BLOOD AND SURRENDERED THE LIVES OF HER
CHILDREN SO THAT ALL HER CHILDREN COULD BE FREE. SHE GAVE
OF HER LIMITED WEALTH AND RESOURCES SO THAT ALL OF AFRICA
SHOULD BE LIBERATED.
SHE OPENED HER HEART OF HOSPITALITY AND HER HEAD SO FULL OF
WISE COUNSEL, SO THAT WE SHOULD EMERGE VICTORIOUS. A
MILLION TIMES, SHE PUT HER HAND TO THE PLOUGH THAT HAS NOW
DUG UP THE ENCRUSTED BURDEN OF OPPRESSION ACCUMULATED FOR
CENTURIES.
THE TOTAL LIBERATION OF AFRICA FROM FOREIGN AND WHITE
MINORITY RULE HAS NOW BEEN ACHIEVED. OUR COLLEAGUES WHO
HAVE SERVED WITH DISTINCTION ON THE OAU LIBERATION COMMITTEE
HAVE ALREADY CARRIED OUT THE HISTORICAL TASK OF WINDING UP
THIS INSTITUTION, WHICH WE SHALL ALWAYS REMEMBER AS A
FRONTLINE FIGHTER FOR THE EMANCIPATION OF THE PEOPLES OF OUR
CONTINENT.
FINALLY, AT THIS SUMMIT MEETING IN TUNIS, WE SHALL REMOVE
FROM OUR AGENDA THE CONSIDERATION OF THE QUESTION OF
APARTHEID SOUTH AFRICA.
WHERE SOUTH AFRICA APPEARS ON THE AGENDA AGAIN, LET IT BE
BECAUSE WE WANT TO DISCUSS WHAT ITS CONTRIBUTION SHALL BE TO
THE MAKING OF THE NEW AFRICAN RENAISSANCE. LET IT BE
BECAUSE WE WANT TO DISCUSS WHAT MATERIALS IT WILL SUPPLY FOR
THE REBUILDING OF THE AFRICAN CITY OF CARTHAGE.
ONE EPOCH WITH ITS HISTORIC TASKS HAS COME TO AN END.
SURELY, ANOTHER MUST COMMENCE WITH ITS OWN CHALLENGES.
AFRICA CRIES OUT FOR A NEW BIRTH, CARTHAGE AWAITS THE
RESTORATION OF ITS GLORY.  



IF FREEDOM WAS THE CROWN WHICH THE FIGHTERS OF LIBERATION
SOUGHT TO PLACE ON THE HEAD OF MOTHER AFRICA, LET THE
UPLIFTMENT, THE HAPPINESS, PROSPERITY AND COMFORT OF HER
CHILDREN BE THE JEWEL OF THE CROWN.
THERE CAN BE NO DISPUTE AMONG US THAT WE MUST BEND EVERY
EFFORT TO REBUILD THE AFRICAN ECONOMIES. YOU, YOUR
EXCELLENCIES, HAVE DISCUSSED THIS MATTER MANY TIMES AND
ELABORATED THE IDEAS WHOSE IMPLEMENTATION WOULD LEAD US TO
SUCCESS.
THE FUNDAMENTALS OF WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE ARE KNOWN TO ALL
OF US. NOT LEAST AMONG THESE ARE THE NEED TO ADDRESS THE
REALITY THAT AFRICA CONTINUES TO BE A NET EXPORTER OF
CAPITAL AND SUFFERS FROM DETERIORATING TERMS OF TRADE. OUR
CAPACITY TO BE SELF-RELIANT, TO FIND THE INTERNAL RESOURCES
TO GENERATE SUSTAINED DEVELOPMENT REMAINS VERY LIMITED.
QUITE CORRECTLY, WE HAVE ALSO SPENT TIME DISCUSSING THE
EQUALLY COMPLEX QUESTIONS THAT BEAR ON THE NATURE AND
QUALITY OF GOVERNANCE. THESE, TOO, ARE CENTRAL TO OUR
CAPACITY TO PRODUCE THE BETTER LIFE WHICH OUR PEOPLES DEMAND
AND DESERVE.
IN THIS REGARD, WE SURELY MUST FACE THE MATTER SQUARELY THAT
WHERE THERE IS SOMETHING WRONG IN THE MANNER IN WHICH WE
GOVERN OURSELVES, IT MUST BE SAID THAT THE FAULT IS NOT IN
OUR STARS, BUT IN OURSELVES THAT WE ARE ILL-GOVERNED.
TRIBUTE IS DUE TO THE GREAT THINKERS OF OUR CONTINENT WHO
HAVE BEEN AND ARE TRYING TO MOVE ALL OF US TO UNDERSTAND THE
INTIMATE INTERtCONNECTION BETWEEN THE GREAT ISSUES OF OUR
DAY OF , PEACE, STABILITY, DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS,
COOPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT. -  



EVEN AS WE SPEAK, RWANDA STANDS OUT AS A STERN AND SEVERE
REBUKE TO ALL OF US FOR HAVING FAILED TO ADDRESS THESE
INTERRELATED MATTERS. AS A RESULT OF THAT, A TERRIBLE
SLAUGHTER OF THE INNOCENT IS TAKING PLACE IN FRONT OF OUR
VERY EYES.
THUS DO WE GIVE REASON TO THE PEOPLES OF THE WORLD TO SAY OF
AFRICA THAT SHE WILL NEVER KNOW STABILITY AND PEACE, THAT
SHE WILL NEVER EXPERIENCE DEVELOPMENT AND GROWTH, THAT HER
CHILDREN WILL FOREVER BE CONDEMNED TO POVERTY AND
DEHUMANISATION AND THAT WE SHALL FOR EVER BE KNOCKING ON
SOMEBODY,S DOOR PLEADING FOR A SLICE OF BREAD.
WE KNOW IT AS A MATTER OF FACT THAT WE HAVE IT IN OURSELVES
AS AFRICANS TO CHANGE ALL THIS. WE MUST, IN ACTION, ASSERT
OUR WILL TO DO SO. WE MUST, IN ACTION, SAY THAT THERE IS NO
OBSTACLE BIG ENOUGH TO STOP US FROM BRINGING ABOUT A NEW
AFRICAN RENAISSANCE.
WE ARE HAPPY, MR. CHAIRMAN, TO COMMIT SOUTH AFRICA TO THE
ACHIEVEMENT OF THESE GOALS.
WE HAVE ENTERED THIS EMINENT AFRICAN ORGANISATION AND
REJOINED THE AFRICAN COMMUNITY OF NATIONS INSPIRED BY THE
DESIRE TO JOIN HANDS WITH ALL THE COUNTRIES OF OUR CONTINENT
AS EQUAL PARTNERS.
IT WILL NEVER HAPPEN AGAIN THAT OUR COUNTRY SHOULD SEEK TO
DOMINATE ANOTHER THROUGH FORCE OF ARMS, ECONOMIC MIGHT OR
SUBVERSION.
WE ARE’ DETERMINED TO REMAIN TRUE TO THE VISION WHICH YOU
HELD OUT PPR SOUTH AFRICA AS YOU JOINED THE OFFENSIVE TO
DESTROY THE SYSTEM OF APARTHEID.



THE VISION YOU SHARED WITH US WAS ONE OF A NON-RACIAL
SOCIETY, WHOSE VERY BEING WOULD ASSERT THE ANCIENT AFRICAN
VALUES OF RESPECT FOR EVERY PERSON AND COMMITMENT TO THE
ELEVATION OF HUMAN DIGNITY, REGARDLESS OF COLOUR OR RACE.
WHAT WE ALL AIMED FOR WAS A SOUTH AFRICA WHICH WOULD SUCCEED
IN BANISHING THE ETHNIC AND NATIONAL CONFLICTS WHICH
CONTINUE TO PLAGUE OUR CONTINENT.
WHAT WE, TOGETHER, HOPED TO SEE, WAS A NEW SOUTH AFRICA
FREED OF CONFLICT AMONG ITS PEOPLE AND THE VIOLENCE THAT HAS
TAKEN SUCH A HEAVY TOLL, FREED OF THE THREAT OF THE CIVIL
STRIFE THAT HAS TURNED MILLIONS OF PEOPLE INTO REFUGEES BOTH
INSIDE AND OUTSIDE OUR COUNTRIES.
WE ALL PRAYED AND SACRIFICED TO BRING ABOUT A SOUTH AFRICA
THAT WE COULD HOLD OUT AS A TRUE EXAMPLE OF THE DEMOCRACY,
EQUALITY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL, WHICH THE APARTHEID SYSTEM WAS
CONSTRUCTED AND INTENDED TO DENY.
THE VISION YOU SHARED WITH US WAS ONE IN WHICH WE WOULD USE
THE RESOURCES OF OUR COUNTRY TO CREATE A SOCIETY IN WHICH
ALL OUR PEOPLE WOULD BE EMANCIPATED FROM THE SCOURGES OF
POVERTY, DISEASE, IGNORANCE AND BACKWARDNESS.
THE OBJECTIVE WE ALL PURSUED WAS THE CREATION OF A SOUTH
AFRICA THAT WOULD BE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR AND AN EQUAL PARTNER
WITH ALL THE COUNTRIES OF OUR CONTINENT, ONE WHICH WOULD USE
ITS ABILITIES AND POTENTIALITIES TO HELP ADVANCE THE COMMON
STRUGGLE TO SECURE AFRICAAS RIGHTFUL PLACE WITHIN THE WORLD
ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL SYSTEM.
THUS MUST WE BUILD ON THE COMMON VICTORY OF THE TOTAL
EMANCIPATION OF AFRICA TO OBTAIN NEW SUCCESSES FOR OUR



CONTINENT AS A WHOLE.
MR. CHAIRMAN:
WE ARE READY TO CONTRIBUTE WHAT WE CAN TO HELP END THE
GENOCIDE THAT IS TAKING PLACE IN RWANDA AND BRING PEACE TO
THAT TROUBLED SISTER COUNTRY.
WE ALSO JOIN THE DISTINGUISHED HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT
AND LEADERS OF DELEGATIONS IN URGING A SPEEDY IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE OAU AND UN DECISIONS AIMED AT RESOLVING THE QUESTION
OF WESTERN SAHARA.
WE EXTEND OUR BEST WISHES TO THE LEADERS AND PEOPLE OF
ANGOLA IN THE FERVENT HOPE THAT THE PROCESS OF NEGOTIATIONS
IN WHICH THEY ARE ENGAGED WILL, AS A MATTER OF URGENCY,
BRING ABOUT THE PERMANENT AND JUST PEACE WHICH THE PEOPLE OF
THAT COUNTRY SO RICHLY DESERVE.
EQUALLY, WE WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS OUR DEEP-FELT WISH THAT
THE NECESSARY MEASURES WILL BE TAKEN BY ALL CONCERNED TO
GUARANTEE THE SUCCESS OF THE PEACE PROCESSES IN MOZAMBIQUE
AND LIBERIA, TO END THE WAR IN THE SUDAN AND PROTECT
DEMOCRACY AND STABILITY IN LESOTHO.
WE ALSO APPEAL TO THE WORLD COMMUNITY TO RESPOND IN A
SENSITIVE AND GENEROUS MANNER TO THE FAMINE THAT THREATENS
THE PEOPLES OF EAST AFRICA.
MR. CHAIRMAN, OUR DELEGATION IS ALSO HAPPY TO ANNOUNCE THAT
WE HAVE HAD THE HONOUR TO PAY THE SUBSCRIPTION THAT THE OAU
HAS LEVIED FOR SOUTH AFRICA;
IN ADDITION, AND AS A TOKEN OF THE COMMITMENT OF THE PEOPLE
OF OUR COUNTRY TO SUPPORT AFRICA S PEACE EFFORTS, WE ARE
GLAD TO INFORM THE ASSEMBLY THAT WE HAVE ALSO MADE AN
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ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTION OF R1 MILLION TO THE OAU FUND FOR
PEACE.
WE CONGRATULATE YOU, MR. CHAIRMAN, ON YOUR ELECTION AS THE
CURRENT CHAIRMAN OF THE OAU AND THANK YOU, YOUR GOVERNMENT
AND PEOPLE FOR THE EXTRAORDINARY WELCOME YOU HAVE EXTENDED
TO US.
WE ARE INDEED GLAD TO BE HERE BECAUSE TUNISIA WAS AMONG THE
FIRST COUNTRIES ON OUR CONTINENT TO RESPOND TO OUR APPEAL
FOR HELP, WHEN WE WERE OBLIGED TO TAKE UP ARMS TO FIGHT FOR
OUR LIBERATION.
WE THANK OUR BROTHER, PRESIDENT HOSNI MUBARAK, FOR THE
OUTSTANDING WORK HE DID DURING HIS CHAIRPERSONSHIP,
INCLUDING THE DIRECTION OF THE EFFORTS OF THE OAU AS IT
HELPED US TO DEAL WITH POLITICAL VIOLENCE IN OUR COUNTRY AND
ENSURE THE HOLDING OF FREE AND FAIR ELECTIONS.
WE SALUTE TOO, OUR SECRETARY-GENERAL, H.E. SALIM AHMED
SALIM, THE OAU SECRETARIAT, THE OAU HEAD OF MISSION TO SOUTH
AFRICA, AMBASSADOR JOE LEGWAILA, THE HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT AND THE PEOPLE OF OUR CONTINENT WHO HELPED US
SUCCESSFULLY TO WALK OUR LAST MILE OF THE DIFFICULT ROAD TO
FREEDOM.
TO YOU ALL, WE WOULD LIKE TO SAY THAT YOUR SACRIFICES AND
YOUR EFFORTS HAVE NOT BEEN IN VAIN. FREEDOM FOR AFRICA IS
YOUR REWARD. YOUR ACTIONS ENTITLE YOU TO BE SALUTED AS THE
HEROES AND HEROINES OF OUR TIME. ON YOUR SHOULDERS RESTS
THE RESPONSIBILITY TO RESTORE TO OUR CONTINENT ITS DIGNITY;
WE ARE CERTAIN THAT YOU WILL PREVAIL OVER_ THE CURRENTS TH5T
ORIGINATE FROM THE PAST, AND ENSURE THAT THE INTERREGNUM OF
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HUMILIATION SYMBOLISED BY, AMONG OTHERS, THE DESTRUCTION OF
CARTHAGE, IS INDEED CONSIGNED TO THE PAST, NEVER TO RETURN.
GOD BLESS AFRICA.
THANK YOU.


