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The Englishman, Mr
Donald Hutton Darling,
who was principal of the
famous St Peter’s in Ros-
settenville — which was
known as South Africa’s
Eton — was talking to
THE WORLD about the
school’s old- boys on the
eve of his departure fo
Shropshire; England,
where he is to retire.

“It is possible that I
might write my memoirs
when I am settled in
England. St Peter's has
been a valuable organi-
sation jn the develop-
ment of this country,”
said the bespectacled Mr
Darling.

- My greatest memory of
Africa,” continued
Darling, “is of the writer,
Alan Paton, during the
days when his boys from
a  reformatory  played
against my boys in inter-
school games.” :

Mr Darling first came
to St Peter’s in 1933 as
an assistant to teach
science and in 1940 be-
came the school's princi-
pal. e
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ave made their names here and abroad.

“THINK of any famous Black South African and chances are that he

has been a student of mine,” a 65-year-old Englishman sai
as he remembered such people as Hugh Masekela, Jonas Gw:‘ngri:, gbe:g

\ famous old boys of St Peter's

scbogl, Rosettenville, who were taught by Mr Donald

Darling are, from left, Khabi Mngoma who made

a name for himself in classical music, Obed Musi,
a leading Black South African journalist.
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Some of Mr Darling’s
former students read like
Who's Who in the Black
South African “Hall of
Fame and Achievement.”

Among them are Obed
Musi, Leslie Sehume, who
became leading Black
journalists in the country;
Hugh Masekela and Jonas
Gwangwa, now great jazz
musicians in the United
States; Khabi Mngoma,
who has become Black
South Africa’s master of
classical music, and the
late Chief Justice of Le-

sotho, Mr Justice Mapetla.

Another St Peter’s- old
boy who made good is
Peter Abrams, the well-
known novelist, who
“paptised” St Peter’s “the
Eaton of South Africa” in
one of his entertaining
novels, “Egoli.”

“My years as a teacher
have been .worthwhile.
And I am glad that I was
able to be of some help
somewhere. I am also glad
that I had the opportunity
to put many-on the right
path. Even those who
were ordinary, 1 always
think of them,” continued
Mr Darling as his father-
1y voice took a softer tone
and betrayed that we had
touched a subject near his
heart.

When Mr Darling lefl
teaching at St Peter’s at
the end of 1954 he work-
ed in Swaziland until Ap-
ril 1957 then joined the
teaching staff of St Aug-
ustine Training Institute

in Umtalj, Rhodesia, until
his retirement in Decem-
ber last year.




