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PRQIECTS REPORT

1. Rel ocation of the Textile, Printing G aphics and Wavi ng

Wor kshop

In February of this year Bernard Thulo and Marlin Sell mann (Sl DA)

cane fromthe Dakawa Textile centre in Tanzania in agreement with

the DAC to conduct a two nmonths feasibility study tour for the

rel ocati on of the above mentioned workshops. After travelling to the

14 ANC regions and consulting extensively w th organisations.

Grahanst own was found to be the nost suitable place to house the

wor kshops. They identified suitable buildings for the purchasing to

house the workshops, staff and students. These premni ses where then

eval uated by Cdes Doodl es and Tickley. The next step was to secure
the sale of the erven 685, 683, 684, and 728. Ismail Ayob_and

Part ners have been approached on our behal f. The purchase price of

R390 00,00 (Three Hundred and Ni nety Thousand Rand) was finally

agreed upon and occupation of the premises will take place upon

registration of transfer. To date our offices is still awaiting

confirmati on and proof of the sales transaction fromour |awyer.

On 14 August Cdes Vally and Aloma met with ANC cul tural workers,

menbers of the G ahanstown repatriation programme and the Ad

Power Station Co-op in G ahanstown. Anbngst other issues, a

briefing of the proposed Wrkshop was given. The G ahanst own

conrades agreed to forma working comrittee. The function of this

commttee will be to informgrassroots and cul tural organisations

in the region about the project. This will facilitate the el ection of
menbers to a Board of Trustees. it was agreed that the board should

consi st of 5 nmenbers: three fromthe G ahanmstown environs and two

who could be nationally based. Susan Mabie fromthe Congress of

South African Witers (Eastern Cape) has already been proposed by

the I ocal ANC, Marlin Sellmann has proposed Bongi Dhlonmo fromthe

Thupel o Arts Project and Princess Ngcobo from Roukes Drift. The

primary role of the Board of Trustees will be to fornulate and carry

out policy for the Wrkshop

Marlin Sellmann has agreed to be the initial co-ordinator /

admi ni strator of the project. Vusi Khunal o and Ephrai m Randeka



will be responsible for the Textile Printing conponent. Bernard
Thulo will take responsibility for the G aphics conponent. The
person to co-ordi nate the weaving conponent ( a woren called Joyce
from Mazi nbu) still needs to be confirnmed .

Vusi who is still in exile has indicated that he will definitely be in
the early country by early Cctober (9 Qct '91). Bernard and Ehprim
are already in the country and avail able to conmence duti es.

The Repatriation programme in G ahanstown is also planning a
reception for the Cdes.

Because the house which is part of the Wrkshop premise in

uni nhabitabl e at this point in tine, it has been agreed upon, aftre
consul tation that a house be rented cheaply to acconodate Vusi,
Marlin, Bernard and Ephrai mtenporarily.

Two cont ai ners which contents are machinery, materials, furniture
etc. for setting up the workshop has been sent from Sweden to
Grahanstown via Port Elizabeth. However the correct inport
requirenents (ie Inport Pernmits and Tarif C assifications) have not
been net by our people in Sweden before setting the containers to
sail. Hence we are now caught up in a bureaucratic inmpasse with the
government s department of Trade and Industry and the departnent

of Customs and Excise. It is for this reason that our |ega
department has been approached and also to ask Leadership to

i ntervene.

There are two nore containers in Dar-Es -Sal aam which need to be
sent to Grahanmstown Birgitta Savefjord (SIDA- Dar) has indicated
that they are waiting for the clearance of the two containers in PE
bef ore shi pping the containers from Dar

2. The Exhibition : OFS

At a consultative neeting (15 July '91) between the DAC and Andy
Sefathelo from Bl oenfontein Cultutal Workers Project, it was

agreed that the said person will be enployed by the departnment to
co-ordi nate a planned exhibition of the Dakawa textiles in

Bl oenfontein. Aletter detailing the above was forwarded to the ANC
Southern Free State region and to the Bloenfotein Cultural Wrkers



Project. Both structures approved of our recomrendation

On thursday 8 August Cdes Wally and Aloma met with Andy, G deon

Mot sekoa and ot her cultural workers fromthe ANC and FOSACO The
purpose of this nmeeting was to establish the Exhibition O ganising
commttee and to brainstormideas for the exhibition. The Cdes al so
took the opportunity to show us three possible venues for the

exhi bition viz two shoppi ng conpl exes and the PACOFS buil di ng.
Regardi ng the date and venue of the exhibition, the exhibition
conmittee has agreed, for political and historical reasons that 12
January will be an ideal date for the exhibition. The PACOFS buil ding
has been found to be the nost suitable prenises avail able.

A proposed budget of R14 986. 10 for the organising and pl anni ng of
the festival has been submitted to our departnment by Cde Andy. It is
felt that this anpbunt is far too high for a one off event. Hence the
festival conmttee is also exploring other fund raising strategies.
They al so i ntend approaching Shell and other big conpanies. A
proposal to this effect still needs to be subnmitted to DAC for
ratification.

3. National Wbrkshops

The DAC is planning a series of workshops for md 1992. The idea is
to do a follow -up on the kind of workshops held during the Zabal aza
festival (London, July ’'90).

The purpose of these workshops is to address the inbal ances

created by apartheid cultural structures and to equip our people with
the necessary skills that will facilitate the emergence of a
denocratic, non-racial, non-sexist South African culture.

The artforms that have been deci ded upon are:

i) The performng arts

ii) Witing

i v) Photography and film

v) Fine Arts

The disciplines dealing with these artfornms have been approached to
suggest names of people to facilitate the various workshops.

The venue, nunber of participants and budget still need to be
finalised

4. Amandl a Cul tural Ensenble



The process of bringing Amandl a back into the country has been
enbar ked upon by the DAC. Presently nost of Amandla’s nenbers are
wiring exans in Harare.

A final list of whom Arandl a conprise of will be made available to
the DAC after a neeting with Amandl a has taken place on friday 4
Cctober '91. Cde Prenmi has agreed to fax this list to us on saterday 5
October. This list will also be subnitted to the repatriation
conmittee so that the process of repatriation can be facilitated.
Bef ore coming back Amandla will tour Botswana. It is Cde Qupa who
is doing the foll owup on arrangenents for the tour.

Amandl a’s first performance back in South Africa will take place at
the Youth League Festival which is scheduled for the end of
Decenmber. The suggestion that a pronoter be located in the PW
region who will take responsibility for organising concerts for
Amandl a here still needs to be crystalised.

Al ready there are requests for Anmandla to performin the Northern
Tvl, Western Cape and at the university of Fort Hare. Dates to this
effect will have to be reschedul ed and definite commtnments can
only be made once Amandla is in the country.
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