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| NFORVATI ON BULLETI N ON POLI TI CAL PRI SONERS AND DETAI NEES

More Deaths in Detention

Qur last newsletter gave details of the nmurder in detention of Eenue

Me atusi, Jacob Mashabane and Dum sane Mdat ha, all students, as Well as

of Luke Mazwenbe, aged 32 and an unknown detai nee Who died in police

cells at Carletonville. Details of the death of Dum sane Matha have
becone avail abl e since the Cctober newsletter. He was arrested in the
centre of Johannesburg on 25 Septenber during a denpnstration. According
to the police he "becanme ill" and died at the East Rand Prison On
Septenber 25. His family only | earned of his death when the prisons
departnent rel eased the body for burial. H's funeral in SOAto on

Cct ober 17 was attended by 15,000. He was 16 years of age.

W1 liam Namodi Tshwane - a student of Jabavu. buweto. Arrested July 25
with other students and detai ned at Modder B prison. On Cctober 14 his
father was inforned of his death. The famly was told that it could not

be given the body because he had been duried al ready and "nothing could

be done about it."

Edward Mzolo - aged 40. Died in detention at Mddder B prison on Cctober

9. Nor further information available at the time of this bulletin.

Wl lington Mungisi Tshazi bane died at John Vorster Square police heade
quarters shortly after being arrested by security police at Johannesburg
airport on Decenber 11. Police told his famly he had hanged hinmsel f. He
had an honours degree in negineering from Oxford University and worked for
the Angl o Anerican Corporation

Ceorge Botha - aged 30. A teacher, he was detained by the police on
Decenber 10. The chief of the South African securigfy golice said that

M Botha had junped to his death down the stair-we?51x floors at the
security police office building in Port Elizabeth on Decenmber 15.

This death brings the total nunber of detainees known to have died in
South African prisons to QL. iv

Genocide in South Africa:

It is hard to belive that so little.is being done in the worla to publicise
the full-scale mass nmurder being perpetrated by Vurster’s Sguth African
pol i ce. Young peopl e escaping from South Africa speak of the killings of
their generation outside and inside the jails. Nkosazana Dl am ni, Vice-
President of the South African Student O ganisation (SASO fand a nenber of
the African National Congress underground network said at a press conference
in London that over 1,000 people have died since June 16 - sone bled to
deat h because the police piled the wounded up in their 'hippos’ without

gi ving them nedical treatnent. "Many parents do not know what has happened
to their children. Nanes of detainees are not rel eased. A nunber of people
are known to have died during interrogation since June, others are known
to have been buried secretly by the police, but it is inpossible to gueSs
how many deat hs have been covered up by the police. Mst of the people

who come out of prison have been tortured in order to force themto sign
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confessions or statenents inplicating others. Methods of torture include
starving, beating up, electric shocks, standing barefoot on dry ice."

Fromall over South Africa there is news every day of whol esal e nmurder

of school children and students. Parents in every black area are searching

for mssing children - sone of whom have been mi ssing for nonths.

M N. Situsha, principal of Phulong Secondary School, KwaThena, Springs, said
he had been searching for four of his school’s nale teachers who were

arrested at their hone early in Novenber.

A Johannesburg domestic servant, Ms Raphina Bal oi, has been spending sl eep-

| ess nights tracing her two young daughters who di sappeared i n Novenber. Her
children, Naom, 15 and Leslie, 13 are both pupils of Mathsidiso Sbhool in

Ol ando West, left their hone one Sunday afternoon to play with friends. They
have not returned and checks at police stations and prisons have proved
fruitless.

A father said he was working in his garden in Soweto one Saturday and his

ni ece aged 8 rushed to the gate to see what was happening, as children were
runni ng past his gate. H's 11-year-old daughter also ran to see. Two bl ack
pol i cemen in canoufl age uniform appeared and | oaded his daughter and niece

on to a police truck

The Bl ack Sash, a progressive white wonen’s organi sation, has been inundated
with tel ephone calls fromdistraught parents of mssing children. Its president
stated "It is scandal ous that mnor children are taken fromtheir homes w thout
their parents’ know edge." She called upon the police to issue daily lists

of children who have been arrested in the townships.

Most bl ack school s cl osed down before the sumrer holidays as pupils refused to
attend, but the police hounded pupils and teachers wherever they could be
found. One teacher, Ms Nomakhaya mafuna, has been missing for a year. A
journalist on Johannesburg’s Rand Daily MBil wites, "On novenber 3 |ast year
nenbers of the Security Police went to Ithute Primary School in Al exandra
Townshi p and took away a qui et-spoken 50-year-old worman teacher. Ms Mfuna
has conpleted a year in detention." Her daughters, Nomvula, 4 and Nonbul el o,

[l wait for their nother to return every day. Teachers at her school are
shocked at her detention

In Novenber, 800 children under 18 years of age were convicted for offences
related to unrest. Anpbng those sentenced to acnings was an 8-year-old boy

who was given five cuts for attending an unl awful gathering. "The absence of
legal aid for many of the accused children has given rise to considerable
concern anong the | egal profession”, reports the Rand Daily Mail. It m ght

be nore’ appropriate for the | egal profession to show concern about the arrest
-of such young children in the first place - and the role of the police as
nurderers of those in their charge. ’

Attacks on Progressive Church O ganisations and d ergy:

“I'n God’s nane do not silence the very people you should be talking to," said
a spokesman for the South African Council of Churches (SACC) onrthe detention
of Ms Sally Mdtlena, vice president of the All African Council of Churches
and National President of the African Housew ves League. nrs Joyce Serkoe,
National President of the world affiliated Y.WC. A. was al so detained. That
was in md-Cctober. At the end of October the S.A Institute of Race Relations
reported that 16 clergynman were being held in detention. On Novenber 25

about 30 security police raided the Johannesburg offices of the Christian
Institute, the South African Council of Churches and the Federation of Lutheran
Churches in South Africa. The raid | asted seven hours and six nore were
det ai ned, anong them Rev Rei nhardt Bruckner, director of the Christian Acadeny
and a CGerman subject. He was later released after protests fromthe Wst German
government. Among the world-wi de protests was a telegramto Vorster fromthe
Ar chbi shop of Canterbury, Dr Coggan
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AAfrican and Col oured Unity in btruggl ei

The bonds, once tenuous, betWen Col oured and African people in South Africa,
have been i mreasurably strengthened during recent nonths. Moreover, _new bonds
are being forged in the now daily |ife-and-death struggl e agai nst the common
eneny - Vorster’' s hated apartheid regi me. Today, cenmented with the bl ood of
African and Col oured Children, their unity is indissoluble. A horrifying

portrait appeared in a letter to The Guardi an; London, on Nevenber |. The letter
was fromtwo Cape Town school teachers Wo must remain anonynous. Desoribed in
the letter are the early beginnings of the assault on the Col bured people of °’
the Western Cape, where the majority of the Col oured people live. This assahlt-

t is now nati onwide and ie being courageously resisted side by. side with the H
African peopl e.

August 24: Pupils of Bontebeuwel Hi gh School held a peaceful placard denpnstration
in the school - grounds in synpathy with their African fell ow students. Ri ot Squad
police arrived. The Principal asked the police to | eave because "... their
presence i s unnecessary." Police, without warning, fired tear gas at the chil-
dren, then baton-oharged them Fleeing children Were cornered agai nst an 8 foot
hi gh fence. "Mst of the boys managed to Scale the fence. The girls were trapped
and were severely beaten up." Later an angry crowd of parents and children

gat hered outside the school. The police returned. "Fleeing was the only defence
the peopl e had agai nst the guns of the Ri ot Squad; stone-throwing their only neans
of expressing their anger and pain. Three days of street fighting foll owed

| eavi ng many people shot and at | east One child dead. "

Septenber i: Riot Squad attacked Trfal gar H gh School, Cape Town, using teargas,
bi rd-shot and bullets. nmany children were injured and a 15-year-old boy, Shaheed
Jacobs, shot dead. On the same day the R o Squad attacked Al exander Sinton Hi gh
School in Athlone, a Coloured suburb of Cape Town. "Many chil dren and bystanders
, were shot, a polio victimwas shot and is now permanently crippled ...3 others
broke arns and | egs when they junped fromupstairs windows ..." The letter
continues "All the people we have spoken to state the death toll is very much

hi gher than official figures.... One doctor clainms that 70 babi es di ed of teargas
poi soning at the Peninsula Maternity Hospital.:.. Parents of dead children and
nortuary enpl oyees have said the nortuary is full.... Bodies are not rel eased

for burial until relatives have signed a docunent stating that the dead person
was 'actively involved inrioting’." The letter edns with a plea for the

i nternational community urgently to consider ways of alleviating the human
suffering and m sery in South Africa.

Cape Town Ghettoes Besieged:

Police encircled the black townshi ps of Gugul etu and Nyanga near Cape Town at

the end of Novenber. Reports indicated that 300 people were arrested in the first
two days. A nunber of youths were shot dead. On Novenber 29 bl ack youths
destroyed 19 houses occupied by black informers. Mdre than 1,000 police raided
the townshi ps but an accurate count of those killed, wounded, arrested and
detained is still not available. ’

Journalists Under Attack: s

The press in South Africa is regarded as a dangerous instrument to expose the
brutalities and i nhumanities of the police and the regine as a whole. For this
reason about 15 journalists, mainly black, have been det ai ned.

International Red Cross can Visit Some Detai nees:

The International Red Cross has been granted access to detainees held under the
Internal Security Act and officials have started visits. The Red Cross still does
not have permission to visit those detai ned under the Terrorism Act. Denmands for
access to these detainees nust continue withrenewed vigour, as it is those

who are held under the Terrorism Act who are tortured and nurdered. Please send
your demands to the Mnister of Justice, House of Assenbly, Cape Town.
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The Struggl e Continues:

Dr David Rabkin, M Jeremy Cronin and M Anthony Holiday were sentenced to
terns of inprisonment under the Terrorism Act for distributing leaflets of the
African National Congress. and the South African Communi st Party. Dr Rabkin ’
wal s sentenced to 10 years, M Cronin to 7 years and M Holiday to 6 years. 1
Wthin weeks of their sentence nore leaflets of the African National Congress
and its mlitary wing Urkhonto we Sizwe (Spear of the Nation) exploded in

Cape Town from |l eafl et bonbs.

SASO TRI AL SENTENCE: - - -
On Taesday, Decenber 21 sentence is expectedton the 9 accused- in the trial

:of the South African Students’ O ganisation nenbers who have been on trial forw
two years. They have all been found guilty under the Terrorism Act and we hope,
what ever their sentence, that protests against their incarceration - oreyen
deat h- whi oh-i s_pCSsi bl e under the TerrorismAct - will be nounted.

&if")? 9(-

The people of South Africa, particularly the young people, have given a | ead
with their determination and courage in the face of severe police brutality.?2
They are determined to achieve their freedomand this new confidehce that has i
emerged from South Africa’s oppressed people | eaves-us in no doubt that the
future is ours. Your help in the international solidarity field is of paranpunt

i nportance - denonstrations, protests, letters, financial assistance - all are
part of the struggle and very necessary for its success.

AVANDLA NGAVET

MATLA. KE ARONA 11
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More Deaths in Detention

Qur last newsletter gave details of the nurder in detention of Fenne

Ms atusi, Jacob Mashabane and Dum sane Mdat ha, all students, as Wll as

of Luke Mazwenbe, aged 52 and an unknown detai nee Who died in police

cells at Carletonville. Details of the death of Dum sane Matha have
becone avail abl e since the Cctober newsletter. He was arrested in the
centre of Johannesburg on 23 Septenber during a denpnstration. According
to the police he "becanme ill" and died at the East Rand Prison On
Septenber 25. His family only | earned of his death Wen the prisons
departnent rel eased the body for burial. H's funeral in Soweto on

Cct ober 17 was attended by 15,000. He was 16 years of age.

W1 liam Namodi Tshwane - a student of Jabavu. buweto. Arrested July 25
with other students and detai ned at Modder B prison. On Cctober 14 his
father was inforned of his death. The famly was told that it could not

be given the body because he had been duried al ready and "nothing could
be done about it."

Edward M2010 - aged 40. Died in detention at Mddder B prison on Cctober

9. Nor further information available at the time of this bulletin.

Wel lington M ungisi Tshazi bane died at John Vorster Square police head-
quarters shortly after being arrested by security police at Johannesburg
airport on Decenber 11. Police told his famly he had hanged hinmsel f. He
had an honours degree in negineering from Oxford University and worked for
the Angl o Anerican Corporation

Ceorge Botha - aged 50. A teacher, he was detained by the police on
Decenber 10. The chief of the South African securi? Eolice said that

M Botha had junped to his death down the stairawe %t ?six floors at the
security police office building in Port Elizabeth on Decenmber 15.

This death brings the total nunber of detainees known to have died in
South African prisons to 51. 3.

Genocide in South Africa:

It is hard to belive that so little.is being done in the worla to publicise
the full-scale mass nmurder being perpetrated by Vurster’s Sguth African
pol i ce. Young peopl e escaping from South Africa speak of the killings of
their generation outside and inside the jails. Nkosazana Dl am ni, Vice-
President of the South African Student O ganisation (SASO ' and a nenber of
the African National Congress underground network said at a press conference
in London that over 1,000 people have died since June 16 - sone bled to
deat h because the police piled the wounded up in their 'hippos’ without

gi ving them nedical treatnent. "Many parents do not know what has happened
to their children. Nanes of detainees are not rel eased. A nunber of people
are known to have died during interrogation since June, others are known
to have been buried secretly by the police, but it is inpossible to gueSs
how many deat hs have been covered up by the police. Mst of the people
who come out of prison have been tortured in order to force themto sign
.2
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