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LI TERACY AND THE MEDI A

N | NTERNATI ONAL col | o-

,. quiumon literacy and the

t’ nedia was held in Paris, My

16-17, 1989. Representatives from seven-
teen press agencies, television and radio
networks were in attendance. Del egates
from Japan, the USSR the United States,
Great Britain, Australia, N geria, Sene-
gal, Canada, Pakistan, Brazil, India,
France, Mali and Kuwait di scussed

medi a action and inpact on literacy.
JimDuffy, President of comuni -

cations for Capital Cities/ABC, nmde the
following cooment: "T he nedia are
playing a central role in the literacy
situation in our countries and can play a
still nore central role. The media can be
a facilitator, a unifier or can bring aware-
ness of the scale and seriousness of the
probl em Perhaps nost inportantly the
nedia can join in a call for action.”

In his opening address, Federico

Mayor, Unesco Executive Director,
referrred to .the American |linguist, M

Fi shman: "M . Fishman has nmade the

point that the introduction of witing
systens and the diffusion of literacy are
revol utionary, not narrowl y technica
acts, and that their success or failure
Left: Jack Harr, Vice President; Onte of Communications,
r Project

Literacy U S.A (PLUS). Right: Vilionar Yegorou, Menber
n and

Radi o.

revol uti ons of which they are a part:
revol utions in the consunpti on and
producti on of econonic goods and in the
di stribution of power and influence. It is,
| believe, in contributing to these revol u-
tionary acts that the nmedia make their
nost val uabl e and i ndi spensabl e contri -
butions to literacy."

A copy of the final report can be
obtained fromthe ITFL Secretariat in
Toronto for $5 (postage and handling).
depends upon the outcone of the wi der
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Learners Speak CQut Continued from page 1
VWhat are yourfeelings about Inter-

nati onal Literacy Year?

" |l have seen other International Years
and many of these are tea parties

where social liberals discuss the issue.
A lot of nmoney is spent on neetings to

di scuss the year and in the end nothing
is ever done to inmprove the situation

In the Year of the Honel ess, | never

net a honel ess person who knew t hat

Fou nder and Project Director fo

of the Board-USSR State Tel evisio



it was their year. | never net a hone-
| ess person who got housin g as a result
of that year. | amurging you not to do
that. | have heard sone conmments

such as iigive power and authority to
the peopleii. W can do better by ex-
changi ng our experiences. W can ask
the |l earners about their interests and
concerns so they can have input into
ILY activities. You can be sure their
concerns and agendas will be different
fromthe organi zers.

Learners Panel: M. Motze Bakari

Moi ru, M. Mwmvanakonbo Moyo, M.

Sai di Linmo, Ms. Mejunma Bakari, Ms.
Sita Bakari, M. Suleinman

Mvaanbwe, Ms. Ki kol eba, Ms. Robin

Si | ver man.
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AN

| NTERNATI ONAL CENTRE

FOR LI TERACY?

0 VE NEED a centre that can

D provide information on liter-

acy research and evaluation to
practitioners in different parts of the
worl d? Would this fill a need which
present organi zations are unable to
fulfill?

When the ITFL met in Berlin in My
1988, the idea was put forward and
support given to the suggestion that an
i nternational resource centre for liter-
acy mght be a useful ILY 1990 project.
Four Nordi c governnents, Sweden,

Nor way, Denmark and Finl and have

funded a feasibility study to look into
setting up such a centre

The International Council for Adult
Educati on has been asked to undertake
the study and two consultants, Nelly
Stromgui st Of the University of South-
ern California and N chol as Kuhanga,
fornmer Vice-Chancellor of the Univer-
sity of Dar es Salaamin Tanzani a have
been hired to undertake the study.
Literacy specialists and potenti al
users around the world are bei ng asked
for input. Wat should be the functions
of such a centre? How best could it
serve the informati on needs of the liter-
acy novenent? Where should it be

| ocat ed? How coul d new technol ogi es
best be used?

I f youhave vi ews about such a centre

pl ease contact the International Coun-
cil for Adult Education. The final re-
portis expected by the end of Decenber
1989.

: NHMCC;, $TRQDSWWEE

"The Unesco Instltute fOr Education (UE) has re-
cently established an ttlnformati on EXChange Net’ -
wor KF cbncerning functionaltliteracy in industrialL
i zed countries with the support and cooperation O
Unesco; Paris

, 'Unescb Institute far Education", ’
Docunentation Centre

V ' Fel dbrunnenstrasse 58

Contri butions ?

Al comments, articles, opinions,

poens, short stories and persona

experi ences, on the topic of literacy
will in spire our future newsletters.
Send it to I TFL coordi nating office

in Toronto, Canada

Send al |l correspondence to:

Dar | ene Oamens

The I TFL Newsl ettefs teamis

Mot oyo

Rai munda

Dar | ene

2000 Hanburg 12

Federal Republic of Gernany;

Tel : 04044 78 43

B udd

Yus uf

J osee
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COMMONWEAL TH
| NSTI TUTE
WORKSHOP
iiLiteracy:
Questions
of Peopl e,

Language
and Poweri i
, Commonweal t h
Institute,
London UK
A-pri 16-7 1989
For nmore information contact:
Conmmonweal th Institute
Kensi ngton Hi gh St
W8 6NQ London, UK
Tel: 01 603 4535
eREAU D)
JUL
831M
LJUL
EMPOAERI NG DI MENSI ON
HE MOST profound, far-
OF LI TERACY
reachi ng and significant im
T pact of literacy on peoples
lives is its enpowering potential. To be
literate is to becone liberated fromthe
constraints of dependency. To be liter-
ate is to gain a voice and to participate
meani ngful |y and assertively in deci-
sions that affect peoples lives. To be
literate is to gain self-confidence and to
becone self-assertive. To be literate is
to becone politically conscious and
critically aware, and to denystify so-
cial reality. Literacy enables people to
read oneis own world and to wite his-
tory.
Li teracy makes peopl e aware of
their basic human rights. Literacy
enabl es people to have a greater degree
of control over their own lives. Literacy
hel ps people to becone self-reliant and
resi st exploitati on and oppression
Literacy provides access to witten
know edge and know edge i s power.
45TH | NTERNATI ONAL CONFERENCE OF THE
CORRECTI ONAL EDUCATI ON ASSOCI ATI ON
(FOCUSI NG ON LI TERACY | SSUES)
Vancouver, Canada
J uly, 1990
For nore information:
I nt ernati onal CEA Conference
O fice of Continuing Studies
Si non Fraser University,
Bur naby, British Colunbia V5A 186
Canada
1990 O | NTERNATI ONAL LI TERACY YEAR
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NEEDS ASSESSMENT

FOR AFRI CAN WOVEN

( Literacy and Adult Education

(AALAE) is playing a very

important role in the training of wonen
in literacy. They have enbarked on a
needs assessment which is being car-
ried out in seven different African
countries: N geria, Mli, Rwanda,
Mozanbi que, Tanzani a, Botswana and
Uganda.

The needs assessnment will be car-

ried out at the grassroots |evel focusing
on rural woren and the specific types
of problens that they face in trying to
attend literacy classes. A wonen can-
not attend classes when there is no

wat er at home. They find thensel vesin
the position of having to choose be-
tween collecting firewod and goi ng for
water or attending literacy cl asses.
Anot her problemis that after working
very hard all day long they are too tired
and find thensel ves unable to concen-
trate in these cl asses.

Therefore, this needs assessnent

will study these particular problens
and others and try to structure sched-
ules for training and cl asses appropri -
ately. They are al so | ooking at |oca
projects in which the women can | earn
and at the same time earn a snal

income as a notivator. They expect to
train wonen in a variety of different
skills but especially |eadership and
deci si on nmaking skills which build
confi dence.

In a recent speech to the Interna-
tional Task Force on Literacy (ITFL)
neeting in Monbasa, Kenya, Mjanja-
Zaal i, the coordinator of the needs as-
sessnment sai d, "Enpowering wonen
through literacy is not so they wll
frighten their husbands but to be able
to be equal partners in devel oprment?

T HE AFRI CAN Associ ation for

For nmore information contact:

African Association for Literacy

and Adult Education

Box 50768

Nai r obi , Kenya

990 - | NTERNATI ONAL LI TERACY YEAR
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ITFL is a coalition of international non-governnenta
Wth representation fromall |ive continents.

I TFL had its 4th neeting i n Monbasa, Kenya on

April 10-15 1989. A full report on this neeting wll
be available in J uly.

VWil e in Mnbasa, | TFL nmenbers went on Study

Visits to various Literacy Centres. Representatives
(Learners) fromthe Centres then joined the | TFL
neeting and participated on a |l Learners Panelll and
i n open di scussions.

Two additional panels were held in Mnbasa on the
situtation in Africa and the Wrld Conference on
Education for All.

Sel ected nedi a executives, with the help of the ITFL
and the cooperation of the Literacy Secretariat of
Unesco, organized a colloquiumon IlLiteracy and the
Medi al | which was held in Paris, May 16-17 1989.

The | TFL. Newsl etter will now be published bi -
nmont hl y.

Maj anj a- Zaal i from Uganda has witten an ILY an-
themand is now conposing the nmusic for it. It wll
be published in a future issue of our newsletter.
There is a 30 minute filmunder production with
speci al enphasis on ILY 1990.

The production of a monthly newsletter is well under-
way with the focus on ILY 1990.

Pl ans are being devel oped for a bi-annual literacy
nmagazine with articles by experts in different fields
of literacy fromlndia and the Southern Asian Region
Preparations are being nade for a 2 mnute tel evi-
sion spot on the topic of ILY.

Tentative pl anshave been arranged for a 2Music Star
Concertli to raise resources for literacy.

A small committee has been formed to work on the
"Book Voyagell project.

Pl ans are underway to produce an Il1LY 1990 Cal en-
darll.

For nmore information on the activities of the India
of fice pl ease contact:

For nore information on the activities of the Toronto
of fice pl ease contact:

I nternational Task Force on Literacy

Coordinating Ofice

720 Bathurst Street, Ste. 500

Toronto, Ontario Canada M5 2R4

Tel ephone: (416) 588-1211

Fax: (416) 588-5725

Tel ex: 06-986766 TOR

I nternati onal Task Force on Literacy

India Ofice

c/ o Indian Adult Education Association

17-B I ndraprastha Marg

New Del hi - 1100002 India

Tel : 331 9282

Cabl e: ADEO ASSO NEW DELH
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THE NEWSLETTER OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL TASK FORCE ON LI TERACY
Nunber 4, July, 1989

LEARNERS SPEAK OUT ON LI TERACYAND | LY
GROUP OF seven African

A | earners and one Canadi an

wer e brought together in

Monbasa, Kenya in Apri11989 to share
their experiences. They tal ked about
the benefits of becoming literate, the
difficulties of juggling classes with
adult responsibilities, the humliation
they faced by being illiter-

ate and their views on

I nternational Literacy

Year .

What have been sone

of the benefits of be-

conming literate?

' Since | ama farmer and

have to send ny cashew

nuts to market, | was

never sure if | got a fair

price for ny product. Now

that | know how, | can

wei gh and price the nuts

nysel f and then give

themto the gentl eman

knowi ng that | wont be

cheat ed.

" Before | joined literacy classes, there
used to be difi’erent wonmen’ s groups

i nvol ved in various devel opment activi -

ties. | could not join those groups be-
cause | couldnt read or wite. Now that
| can, | have joined a nunber of these

worreni s groups and | am often the one
ttl was told what inpressed the

| earners from Kenya the npst

was that there was a white

| earner. They thought only

bl ack people could be illiter-

ate. That nmade ny being there

even nore inportant?

-Robin Silverman, Canada

who wites the mnutes of the neet-

i ngs.

"I can now wite ny own nane and

that makes ne feel proud and self-
confi dent.

VWhat were sonme of the difficulties
you encountered as an adult on

your path to beconming literate?

0 W as adults have a |ot of problens in
the sense that we have to work very
hard and we have various ki nds of
conmitrents: | ooking after our chil -
dren, our mates, our jobs and house-
hold duties. It is not easy for us to take
advantage of literacy. It is difficult to
attend the classes on a regul ar basis.
Thi s sl ows down our prog-

ress and we cannot

achieve full literacy.

0 W have difficulties

travelling around in our

cities because they are

vast and have confusing

public transit systemns.

Many peopl e have been

terrified because they got

| ost on the streets and



were not able to find their

way hone. When they

had to ask for directions

they felt humliated.

Sone will lie and say, tll

forgot ny gl asses, could

you pl ease tell ne what

that sign says?" Hunmiliation and
degradation in Canada is so severe that
many illiterates dont tell their own
famlies that they cant read and wite.
Since education is so accessible you fee
that you are very stupid or that there is
somet hing wong with you or that you

are brain damaged

Conti nued on page 2
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